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PREFACE. 

TN  the  foUowing  Tale,  the  fcenes  un- 
doubtedly  refer  lo  fome  period  prior  to 
that  ftate  of  warfare  which  has  fo  long 
prevailed  in  Europa  :  but  to  one  which  is 
evidently  not  far  remote  from  our  own 
times.  The  principal  perfonage  belongs 
decidedly  to  the  prefent  age :  his  fenti- 
ments  have  been  imbib^d  from  our  friends 
and  compatriots ;  his  virtues  are  exem- 
plified  by  our  living  cotemporaries ;  and 
we  have  lately  witneffed  the  triumph  of  his 
Philanthropie  principles. 

Valfinore  is  no  chimera  of  a  romantic 
Imagination ;  his  ftory  may  be  fiftitious ; 
but  his  charafter,  divefted  of  the  fingularity 

which 
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"vvhich  might  have  attached  to  it  half  a  Cen- 
tury ag05  IS  no  longer  even  of  the  növel 
caft.  Such  a  being  is  not  only  of  o.ur  age, 
but  our  people ;  his  prototypes  are  dif- 
covered  in  that  country  where  the  pro- 
grefs  of  civilization  is  ftill  attefted  by  the 
diöufion  of  trtith  and  benevolence ;  by 
refpe£k  for  the  nobleft '  prerogatives  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  for  the  beft  and  deareft 
interefls  of  mankind. 
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*■  [  'HE  curafe  of  Beachdale  was  taking  his 
ufual  moraing  walk  through  the  flirub- 
bery,  fo-  completely  abforbed  in  medita- 
tions  on  bis  beloved  plants,  that  he  heard 
not  the  flirÜl  voice  behmd  exclalraing,  Val- 
fiQore !  Valfinore !  the  myftery  muift  be  one 
daydifcoTered!  He  quietly  purfued  bis  ftcp» 
to  the  gre^-houfe,  and  was  mofl  aSedioa!*. 
ately  greeting  a  aew-blown  Hydrangia,  vhea 
Celia  Gladwia  catne  runrnng  towards  hint, 
almoft  breath'leis  with  hafte  and  perturbadon, 
and  at  laft  touching  tüs  flioulder*  cried> "  So» 
**  Mr.  Bruce,  you  have  not  kept  yöur  word  j, 
**  you  ttave  mx  yet  rerealed  to  Heitert 
▼01.1.  ■  *•  iUumaat* 
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^**  Altamont  his  obligations  to  that  unknown 
***  benefaftor/*  The  good  curate,  who  would 
have  been  ferioufly  alarmed  by  fuch  fymp- 
toms  of  inqijietude  in  any  other  perfon, 
coolly  turned  round,  and  confefled  the  truth, 
'that  he  had  broken  his  ^ord,  becaufe  he 
forgot  to  keep  it.'  "  You  muft  forget  no 
-^^  more,"  returned  his  female  complainant ; 
•and  then  drawing  up  her  long,  lean  neck, 
änd  raifing  her  arm^o  the  configuration  of 
V,  the*  handle  öf  a  tea-urn,  flie  began  to  fpeak, 
whilft  Mr.  Bruce,  fuHy  prepared  for  the 
theatrical  exhibition,  picked  oflF  the  dead 
leaves  from  a  Fufcia^  and  appeared  to  liften 
with  attention*  • 

The  Ceh'a  in  qüeftiön  refembled  not  the 
Celias  of  poetry  and  romance  j  flie  had 
reached  -the  fl:and-ftill  of  life,  and  was  not 
ünVirilling  to  affume  that  matronly  title  of 
Mrs.^  which  is  fometimes  permitted  to  at-teft 
the  triumphs  of  fpinfterfhip ;  but  however 
rtedy  (he  might  be  to  difclaim  pretenfions 
to  juvenility,  it  was*  impoffible  to  difcover  in 
her  the  tnarks  of  approathing  age  ; '  (he  re- 

tained 
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rtäined  all  the  elafticity  of  youili,  or  even  of 
f-  cbildhood.  No  girl  of  fifteen  had  more  vivid 
I  imprefficns,  no  boy  more  energetlc  impulfes, 
f  inore  rapid  moveraents.  Rather  ardent  than 
F  lender,  (he  was  feldom  feen  to  weep  from 
[   pity,  but  often  to  Ikip  with  gladnefs.   Sorrow 
I    was  no  inmateof  her  bofom,forof  hope  and 
creduÜty  fhe  had  a  fund  iiiexhauiüble,  and 
I    to  fufpicions  or  felfilhnefs  was  TOholIy  a 
ftrangec.    Her  actions  infplred  admiration  j 
I     yer  was  ic  difficult  ■  to  fee  her,  and  not  to 
I    fmileat  her  expence;  for  to  atall,lank  figure, 
and  a  dark,  homely  vifage,  to  a  perfoa  in 
which  Time  was  baulked  of  his  Ipoils  by  thc 
original  penury  of  nature,  ftie  added  that 
piaurerque  ftyle  of  drefs,  equaliy  diftant 
from  precifton  and  elegance,  and  which  at 
once  oiFends  the  grave,  and  diverts  the  gay. 
Yfit  was  Cdia  ever  brooding  onvifions  of 
celeftial  beauty,  for  the  bafis  of  her  cha- 
ra£ter  was  romance;  fhe  delighted  to  trace 
the  progreft  of  mutual  fentiment,  and  had 
cafes  and  precedents  without  number  con- 
ceming  the  tender  paflion.  Her  ownheart  bad 
B  2  once 
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onqe  been  eminently  fulceptible  oifancy^  if 
not  of  love^  t>ut  her  chagrins  bad  never 
tieen  deep  or  permanent,  and  fo  quickly  did 
one  dream  eflface  another,  that  ihe  was  now 
|>e]!fuaded  (he  had 'never  reaily  fuflfered  but 
for  one  objeä»  the  father  of  Herbert  Alta- 
jnont;  and  it  was  probably  thts.circumftance 
which  really  prompted  her  to  take  fo  warm 
an  intereft  in  bis  future  deftiny.  Of  late, 
Indeed,  her  fpeculations  had  aflumed  a 
lilgher  caftt  fhe  ta3ked  and  thought  of  üie 
1R.oman  fenate,  and  the  Houfe  of  'Commons ; 
•cf  patricians  and  peers ;  of  the  forum  and 
the  bar ;  but  all  with  fome  myfterious  refe« 
rence  to  Heiibert ;  and  a  fecret  being  almofl: ' 
as  neceflary  to  her  happinefs  as  an  idol,  fhe 
had  idioms  and  gefhires  of  her  own  to  indi- 
cate  the  moft  common  occurrence.  With 
ithis  YQcabulary  her  ihtimate  friends  were  fo 
|>erfeä:ly  familiär,  that  when  Mn  Bruce  faw 
her  enta^  thegreen-houfe  with  fuch  theatrical 
Agitation^  he  expeded  only  a  repetition  of 

■ 

the  emphatic  phrafes  to  which  he  had  beeii 
long  accttftomed  ^o  liften  with  indulgent 

com- 
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iompFacency  r  "  Mr.  Bruce,  tfie  Ides  are 
**  approaching,  it  is  time  to  make  the  effay 
"  on  Herbert's  charafler,  I  Tee  his  father's 
"  fpirit  in  him ;  his  father  was  formed  lo 
"  wia  all  bearts,  and  charm  all  eyes.  De> 
'*  fcended  from  one  of  the  nobleft !  ^^fes  in 
•*  Ireland,  he  fpent  his  little  patrimöny  with 
**  the  liberality  of  his  nadon  and  his  tem- 
**  per;  bat  in  nothing  that  difgraced  him." 
•*  I  dare  fay  not,"  faid  Mr.Brucejwho,  per- 
ceiving  an  infeCl  about  to  fettle  on  the  petals 
of  his  Hydrangia,  took  out  hia  microfcope» 
and  began  to  examine  it.  "  Oh !  he  was 
*'  gallant  as  Alcibiadcs,  and  generous  as 
**  Cyrus  ;  he  was  the  only  man  I  ever  faw 
'*  who  did  not  lofe  dignity  in  Walking  a 
**  minuet.  I  always  called  him  my  Grandi- 
"  foD,  and  he  perhapa  thought  me  bn  Cl^ 
"  mentina.  Ah !  Srlt  imprefltons  are  inde- 
^  lible,  never,  never  to  be  eraftd." 

**  I  hope  not  always  fo,  Mifs  Gladwiiu" 

•*  Why  Ido  not  meanto  make  arulewithout 

"  exception ;  for  Ibelieve  Altamont's  widow. 

«-  lovesyou-asnjuch  asif  you  had  been  her 

'  ,  B,3  «  firft 
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"  firft  hufband.  Well,  charafters  diflfer ;  my 
"  bad^e  is  cotiflancy^  I  Ihall  always  cherifh 
:**  Herbert  for  bis  father's  fake  j  and  there- 
^^  fore,  Mr.  Bruce,  I  dofolemnly  eonjure  you 
''  to  re^eal  to  him  this  very  day,  the  myf- 
**  teriori  benefaäion  of  Valfinore."  "That 
"  is  lu\Jiy  bis  mother's  concem,  be  cer- 
"  tainly  is  now  of  an  age  to  cboofe  a  pro- 
**  feffion."  "  A  profeiSon !  would  you  <:on- 
<*  demn  bim  to  tbe  forry  drudgery  of  a 
*'  profeffion?  No,  let  bim  go  to  College 
"  witb  Edward  Vallancy/'  "  Admitted  j 
"  but  let  tbis  be  done  witb  fome  fpecific  ob- 
**  jea.'*  "  His  objeö,'*  retorted,  Celia, 
jerking  her  elbow  witb  a  vebemence  tbat 
alarmed  Mr.  Bruce  for  tbe  glafs  wipdow, 
*'  bis  objeft  muft  be  honor^  bis  goal^  glory. 
**  Wby  don't  you  fee  bis  tranfcendent  talents  ? 
"  don*t  you  know  bow  üiperior  be  is  to  your 
"  pupil  Vallancy  ?''  "  They  are  difFerent, 
".-but  perbaps  not  unequal/'  "  Not  un- 
"  equal !  tbis  is  all  modefty.  Yo^  difparage 
"  Herbert,  becaufe  be  is  yöur  wife's  fon, 
"  and  e^^tol  Vallancy,  becaufe  be  is  tbe 

"  grandfon 
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**  grandfon  of  I^rd  Manaiton."  "  Noi 
**  Mifs  Gladwin,  no  human  being  can  ün- 
"  pute  to  me  fuch  flatterj-  j  this  is  the  firft 
"  and  laft  connexion  I  have  ever  forraed 
**  with  the  greac,  and  I  am,  you  know,  io- 
"  debted  for  it  to  therecommendation  of  ' 
**  Mr.  0e  Lille,  who  was  willing,  ia  this 
*'  way,  10  requite  my  wife's  kindnefs,  in 
"  giving  proteäion  to  his  daughter  Cor- 
"  delia." 

■  **  Aye,  that  De  Lille  is  an  Apollo." 
"  Surely,"  retorted  Mr.BruCe,  in  whom  the 
inlinuation  againft  his  independence  had 
infpired  unwonEed  energy,  "  furcly  he  is 
**  but  a  Mercury."  "  Why  he  is  not  Ib 
"  grand  a  creature  as  my  AltamoQt ;  Her- 
**  bert  refembles  him^  and  H€ri)ert  will  be, 
*'  muH  be  a  great  mani  I  fee  genios  in  bis 
**  eyes ;  I  diTcover  talents  in  his  tranllations; 
'*  and  he  cenainly  conftmes  Cicero,  or 
"  Demofthenes,  with  more  fpirit  ihan  any 
"■  other  perfon  I  have  ever  known.  I  forefee 
*'  he  will  be  the  firft  orator  in  the  houfe." 
"  My  dear  Mit  Gladwin,  how  unlikely  it 
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^^  18  ihat  Heii)ert  fhoold  ever  fit  in  BirUa-^ 
**  intski.  Tou  know  the  provifioa  made  by 
«<  Valfinore  k  not  large ;  niy  inoome  expires 
**  with  me ;  and  ihould  I  ever  be  fo  happy^ 
^*  as  to  retura  to  Siiritzerhnd»  I  fltould  not 
^^  be  able  to  difpofe  of  my  propeity  in  that 
<<  cowtry.in  his  favour.  The  beft  leflbn» 
^^  therefore^  I  cän  give  to  Herbert,  u  mo« 
f^  deration  and  diiigence»  By  purfuing  a 
*^  profeifion,  he  may  make  himfelf  happy 
^  apd  refpe£bible ;  without  it>  he  mufb  either 
*^  languüh  in  obfcurity,  or  crouch  to  de- 
,"  pehdence/^  "  Well,  well,  keep  but  your 
V  Word ;  let  the  efcritoire  be  produced  this 
*^  night,  let  the  lettev  be  read^  let  him  Leant 
«  to  venerate  the  name  of  Valfinor?.^ 
«  With  all  my  heart/'  faid  Mr.  Bruce,  "  I 
^^  will  perfuade  my  wife  to  perform  this  taflc^ 
'^  wbich,  perhaps,  as  you  lay,  has  been  too 
"  loQg  delayed/^     .     . 

Here,  finding  by  his  \(ratch  that  he  had 
exceeded  his  ufual  time  for  going  tO  his 
pupils,  he  tenderly  ftroaked  a  Mimoß,  and 
tumed  into  one  path,  whilft  Celia,.io  allay 

the 
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tue  tttttf ukuous  fenfations  the  Conference  had 
^xcited,  darted  through  another,  overtum- 
ing  with  the  train  of  her  gown .  a  beautifür 
myrtle,  juft  opening  its  delicate  white  blof- 
foms j  the  fight  of  which  inight  have  difcom-^ 
pofed  even  Mr.  Bruce,  who^  having  fpent  his 
childhood  in  Switzerland,  of  which  his  mo* 
ther  was  a  native,  had  imbibedin  its  romantic 
fcenery  an  ardent  paffion  för  the  beauties 
of'natm'e;  and  though  married  to  an  ami- 
able  wontan,  was  difpofed  tp  confider  flowers 
as  the  lovelieft,  *  iP  not  the  beft,  part  of  the 
creaiion.  v 

Impreffed  with  refpeft  for  the  real,  fub- 
ftantial  virtues  of  Mifs  Gladwin,  he  looked 
with  tender  indulgence  on  her  eztravagance, 
and  never  fuffered  hxs^  orderly  mufcles  to  be 
difcompofed^  by  her  oddity  to.  indecörous 
rifibility«  Although  at  firft  fight  this  fin- 
gular  being  had  the  air  of  a  reclufe,  fhe  had 
lived'  m  the  World,  and,  being  gent^lly  con^ 
neded,  was  admitted  with  her  fmall  ftipend 
to  what  is  called^  the  beft  fociety*  Many 
a  fafiuönable  lady  welcoiped  her  to  the 

B  5  toilette. 
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toilette^  who  v^ould  not  have  been  feen 
with   the  ill-dreffed  creature  in  public  for 
all  the  World.     She  had  correfpondents  by 
dozen8,  from  whoiii  ihe  received  long  and 
tender  epiftles,  iii  which  fhe  was  addrejTed 
as  the  "  beft  and  deareft  Celia;'*  the  "  one 
**  and  only  beloved."  Sometimes,  indeed,  on 
her  vifits  to  thefe  profeffing  friends,  fhe  was 
ftruck  with  the  difparity    in  their  letters 
and   their  looks  j    but   then,    the    recol- 
leftion    of   fome     tender  .  parting     came 
opportunely  to  confole  her  for  the  /rigid 
meeting.     Enthufiaftn  was  transferred  from 
the  prefent  to  the  abfent ;  and  ftill  revolv- 
ing  in  one  circle  of  amiable  egotifm,   her 
dream  of  life,  like  the  fliifting  fands  in  the 
hour-glaf^,  changed  its  pofition,  but  not  its 
courfe,    For  the  lad  eight  years,  and  almoft 
from  the  commenceraent  of  her  acquaint- 
ance  with  the  afflifted  relid  of  her  cherifhed 
firfi  lovcy  all  pther  confidents  and  correfpon- 
dents had  been  fecondary  objefts  of  intereft; 
her  heart^   aijd    even    h^r  fancy^    feemed 
ftationary  at  Beachdale.  Nor  did  her  friend- 

Ihip 


ßiip  Vary,  when  Mj-s.  Altamont  confeated 
to  become  the  wife  of  the  amiable  Mr. 
Bruce;  and  fmce  ihat  event  (Tie  had  regu- 
larly  fpent  fome  months  of  every  fummer 
at  the  vicarage,  where  ihe  caught  the 
fpirit  of  he/  claffical  circle  with  child-like 
dcx:ility,  and  kamt  to  talk  of  the  heröes 
of  Greece  and  Rome  with  äs  much  fiuency 
as  of  Lovelace  and  Sir  Charles  Grandifon. 
This  pedantry  flowed  from  fympathy,  and 
Itke  every  thing  in  her  charaäer,  was 
blended  with  romance ;  even  her  benevo- 
lence  partook  of  this  mixture  ;*  and  after 
having  diligcntly  alliited  Mrs.  Bruce,  in 
working  for  the  poor,  and  comforting  the 
»ffliäed,  flie  found  her  recompence  in 
imagining  fbme  ftate  of  fociecy  in  which-no 
mifery  fhould  exift. 

If  ever  there  was  a  fccne  congeniab 
to  fuch  Utopian  vifions,  it  was  to  be 
found  in  Mr.  Bruce's  fludy ;  the  world 
was  there  excluded,  and  peace  and  con- 
cord-  reigned  within.  It  was  a  fcene  of 
qinetj  home-bred  happinefs,  fupplying  a 
B  6  regulär 
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.  regulär  (ucceffion  of  cheap,  falubrioils  plea« 
fures.  The  room  opened  on  a  lawn,  ön 
«rbich  tbe  fyringa  and  rofe  acacia  now 
intermingled  theuC  luxurious  blolTom«  The^ 
lawti  floped  towards  delicious  fields.  A 
lofity  amphitheatre  of  hanging  ^woods  rofe 
on  the  other  fide,  concealiug  in  its  firft 
afcent  the  ambitious  hill,  wbofe  fummit 
faounded  the  borizon. 

It  was  a  fweet  pa(tor^  landfo^e^  and 
never  was  wifdotn  prcfented  under  a  more^ 
tngaging  fofm,  than  in  thfe  happy  academy } 
where,  in  bis  own  domeftic  circle,  Mr.  Bruce 
almoä;  forgot  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  and  the 
cncbaüting  ftenery  of  Laufanne.  His  two 
jpupils,  Derbert  Altamont  and  Edward  VaU 
lancy,  bad  each  his  claflical  purfuit.  At  her 
work  table  appears.  Mrs.  Bruce,  ahemately 
^cupied  with  her  needle  or  her  book,  often 
cafting  an .affectionate  glance  on  her  fon, 
or  exchanging  a*few  friendly  words  withier 
eyer-approved  and  approvihg  hufband.  Near 
her  fits  Cordelia,  the  youngeft  of  the  group, 
npw  verging  on  tbirteen,  who  has  for  fome 

years 


years  been  Herbert's  pupil,  and  cBeerfuUjr 
purfues  her  allotted  ta&,  but  always  fuf- 
pends  her  diligence  when  flie  hears  the 
voif e  of  her  precepior.  It  was  ihe  privilege 
of  this  little  comnmnity,  that  though  each 
had  his  independent  purfuit,  none  was  in- 
fulated  from  the  reft ;  there  was  no  folitary 
intereft,  no  cndivid«d  pleafure.  When  Mr, 
Bruce  and  his  young  .friends  dwelt  with 
delight  on  fome  fplcndid  ctaJTical  paflage, 
Mrs.  Bruce,  in  noticing  the  expreflion  of 
each  aiiimated  countenance,  had  her  (liare,i 
and  perhaps  the  iargell  fhare,  of  the  enjoy- 
meot.  ^ 

Another  privUege  belonging  to  this 
focial  academy,  was  its  perfeä  exemption 
from  Pythagorean  difcipline.  Even  in  the 
hours  of  ftudy,  no  olher  lawis  and'  limita*. 
tions  were  impofed  on  the  liberty  of  fpeech, 
than  thofe  which  good  fenfe  and  good 
breedmg  diÖated.  In  a  larger  cirde.  fuch 
.liberaHty  might  liave  proved  pemicious; 
but  faerC}  in  this  familyof  harmony  and 
love,  it  produced  oaly  that  flow  of  cheerr 
fulnefs»' 
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fulnefs,  which  is  the  pureft  fource  of 
benevolence ;  and  improvement  was  not 
really  impeded,  though  gaiety  and  good 
humour  were  effentially  promoted,  by  oc- 
cafional  digreffiohs  from  boofcs  to  the  ob- 
fervations  they  fuggeft:ed>  Herbert  was* 
fparing  in  bis  ufe  of  this  privilege;  bur 
to  Vallancy,  it  formed  the  firft  bleffing  of 
«ciftence.  Lively anddefultoiy,  he  fluttered 
from  page  tp»  page  with  fuch  volatile 
rapidity,  that  he  would  feem  to  have  tafted 
no  beauries,  when  he  had  in  reality  extraöed' 
all.  He  had  a  ftrong  relifh  for  humour, 
and  a  moft  poignant  fenfe  of  ridicule  ;  büt* 
this  morning  he  was  fö  unufually  ferious, 
that  not  even  the  entränce  of  Celia  Glad-^ 
win  excited  his  fpirits.  He  had  now  en- 
tered on-  the  laft  week  of  his  refidence  af 
iBeachdale;  and  though  by  the  fudden  death 
of  his  eider  brother,  on'  whom  he  cpn-- 
ceived  both  his  mother  and  grandfather  to 
have  lavilhed  undue  partiality ,  he  was  himfelf 
put  in  poffeffion  of  the  rank  and  confidera- 
tion  he  had  formerly  envied,  he  could  not 

'  without 
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defigned  for  the ,  churcb,  it  was*  dioughr 
neceflary  to  make  bim  a  fchdar ;  but  xkmr 
(hat  bis  «deftination  was  changed,  it  waa^ 
Lord  Marmiton's  earnelt  wiih  tbat  be  (houlfi 
be  ufiiered  into  föciety  more  converfanr 
with  the  World«    A  few  yeai-s  ago  Vallancy 
would  bave  baited  witfa   rapture  tbe  ap^ 
proach  of  Ilberty ;  but  now  he  was  feriouSr 
and  Herbert  altnoft  dejedted  j^  for  be  had  not 
only  tö-  endüre  the  lofs  of  his  friend's  fo-- 
ciety,  but  to  ftruggle  with  his  own  eageniefs> 
to  accompany  bim  to  coUege,  to  filence 
the  whifper^  of  ambitibn,  and  cahn  the  ar-- 
dent,  afpiring  foul  tbat  now  languiflied-  at 
the  name  of  tranquillity. 

Nor  was  even  Cordieliawithout  her  cares  j 
fince  Herbert,  whcf,  in  common  with  all 
juvenile  mafters^  was^  apt  to  be  fpmewhat 
rigorous  in  his  exa£tions,  had  lately  taxed 
her  with  want  of  memory  and  attention, 
projteftüig  his  aftcniöiment,  that  fhe,  who 
had  heard  fo  mucb  and  fo  long  of  Grecian 
and  Roman  hiftory,  fHbuld  yet  know  il^To 
little.  The  timid  girl,  who,  whatever  repug- 

nance 
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nance  fhe  might  occafionaliy  dlfcover  to  ihe 
requifitions  of  Mrs.  Bruce,  to  him,  at  leaft, 
■was  ever  loyal  and  obedient ;  after  fliedding 
fome  bitter  tears,  unfeen,  unnoticed,  refolved 
10  repel  the  charge,  heroically  refumcd 
her  fludies,  read  by  ftealtb,  and  with  fuch 
ardour,  that  Ihe  almofl:  fancied  fhe  had 
known  the  heroes  of  Marathon  aiid  Ther- 
mopyt^.  She  commented  on  what  Ihe  had 
read,  and,  infpb'ed  by  a  mind  fuperior  to  her 
own,  fooa  produced  a  comparifon  betweeif 
the  patriots  of  Greece  and  Rome,  nhich 
would  not  have  difgraced  her  fevere  pre- 
ceptor.  This  tafk  atchieved,  there  yet  re-- 
mained  another,  of  far  greater  difficulty— 
in  what  manner  to  prefeni  to  bis  eye,,  for 
vhom  alone  it  was  written»  the  honourable 
record  of  her  diligence  and  docility.  And 
novtt  how  many  plans  were  fuggeßed  and 
rejected ;  how  many  quellions  canvalTed  and. 
difmifled ;  how^nany  thoughts  and  feelings, 
tili  then  unknown,  were  comph'cated  in  this 
firll  fecret,  and  were  harboured  in  her  inno- 
cent  bofoni.  To  give  it  to  hiui,  might  appear 
too- 
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too  bold;  to  flip  it  into  bis  defk,  ,too  cuif-^ 
ning;  ^e  fears  not  his  cenfure>  but  feel» 
fhe  could  not  bear  the  cold,  untbankfulr 
filence }  or,  bitterer  (tili,  the ,  faiat,  forced} 
praife.  Already,  on  this  delicate  point^  flie 
bas  acquired  a  new  faculty  of  difcriminationt 
that  fenfe  of  dignity  fhrinking  from  in- 
trufion,  that  'pride  mingled  wich  humi- 
lity,  which  afierts  itfelf  by  gendenefs  and 
forbearance ;  that  tender,»  timid  con- 
fcbufnefs»  fo  fi^nfitive  to  alarm,  fo  jealous^ 
of  reproacb,  whieh  belongs  exciufively  to 
the  female  fouU  The  refult  of  all  her 
long  deliberation,  was  ta  hide  her  Per- 
formance in  Mrs«  Bruce's  worfc-bafket, 
kaving  to  chanca  alone  to  make  the  mo- 
mentous  difclofure. 

JMifs  Gladwin  had  alfo   ample    fubjedfcc 
for  refleftion,   in  the  expefted  communi- 
cation.   She  took  up  the  newfpaper^    but 
in  reading  the  debates^  at  every  animated 
fpeech,    was    ready  to    exclaim,    "  And 

fuch  (hall  be  Altamont!*'  Nor  was  fhe  fatif- 

« 

fied  with  adjudging  to  him  the  prize  of 

feuatorial. 
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fenatorial  eloquence.  In  fancy  ftie  had  long 
fince  burthened  him  wilh  the  oppreffive 
Charge  of  ihe  budget;  and  being  led  by 
this  reäection,  ta  Ipeculate  on  future  bleH- 
ings  [o  be  derived  from  bis  aditiiniftrationr 
ftieexclaimed,Invofuntarily,  *'  Whatacon- 
"  folation  it  would  be  to  fee  the  national  debt 
"  paidoff*:"  "  For  which,"  cried  Vallancy, 
"  you  require  nothing  more  than  the  phiio- 
"  fopher's  ftone!"  "  Oh  yes,"  faid  Celiaj 
who  always  overlooked  raillery  in  her  zeal 
for  argument,  *'  we  require  a  patriot  king, 
"  and  an  immaculate  miniftry."  '•  Dear 
"  Madam,  do  you  require  only  this  ?  You 
**  beiieve  then  in  the  tranfmigration  of 
"  fouls."  *'  Who,  I,  beiieve  In  any  artide 
**  not  to  befound  in  the  church  of  England  ?" 
*'  You  admit  the  exiftence  of  appäriiions 
"  and  dasmons."  "  Who,  I  ?  what  do  you 
"  take  me  for?  I  have  no  fuch  abfurdity." 
"  You  at  leaft  reverence  the  miraculous 

•  The  obfervation  o£  Celia  will  not  appear  fo  ex- 
travagant when  it  ii  known  tliat  k  was  made  prior 
to  t!ic  Fretich  revolution. 

head 
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^*  head  of  Jandarius?""  **  Nbnfenfe,  VaE- 
^'  hncy ;  what  has  the  head  öf  Januarius  ta 
«*  do  with  Altamont's  bring  PrimeMinifter ?**• 
^  Altamont !  aiid  is  it  from  him  yoü  expeft: 
^  a  greater  mirade  tban  was  ever  wrpughr 
*^  by  all  the  fiunts  in  the  calendar  V^ 

Celia  wa$  prepanng  to  demand  an  expja*- 
nation,  when  an  inctdent  occurred 
completdy  deras^ed  die  argumenu 
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CHAPTER  n. 

i 

t 

nPHE  village  of  Beachdale  was  at  Ibme 
diftance  from  any  public  road,  and  the 
^hite  walls  of  the  yicarage  were  fo  com» 
pletely  fequeftered,  that  it  was  poflible  to 
fpend  in  t^em  the  longeft  fummer's-day, 
mtiibut  being  once  reminded  of  the  bufy, 
turbulent  world.  What  then  was  the  (ur- 
prize  of  its  amiable  inhabitants,  when  a 
chariot  and  four  was  ^efcried,  heavily  rolling 
over  the  green  fward  which  impeded  its 
progrefs^  through  the  long  windmg  lane, 
leading  to  the  häufe.  In  one  inftant  the 
fsimily  were  all  in  motion«  Even  the 
fedate  Mr.  Bruce  put  down  his  folio,  and 
took  up  his  pockiet  telefcope ;  and  Celia 
herfelf  was  in  fuch  füfpenfe,  that  for  two 
minutes  fhe  ftood  ftilly  and  looked  like 
other  people.  Conjefture  was  now  ended ; 
for  the  carriage  ftopt^  and  the  perfoo  alight* 

hg 


52  VALStNORE. 

ing  froin  it  was  no  other  than  Mr.  De  Lille, 
the  father  of  Cordelia.  He  was  inftantly 
furrounded  by  the  whole  family,  all  ofFer^ 
ing  the  möft  cordial  welcome.  But  De 
Lille  was  evjdently  impatient  of  every  im- 
pediment  to  his  mifGon;  and  after  payihg 
his  compliments  to  all,  and  moft  obfequir 
oufly /to  Vallancy,  he  abruptly  announced 
the  objeQ:  of  his  vifit,  which  was  to  take 
back  his  Cordelia.  At  the  fämie.time  he  af- 
fured  Vallancy  that  both  his  mother  and 
Lord  Marmiton  were  perfeftly  well,  and 
expefting  to  fee  him  in  his  way  to  coUege. 

The  tears  ftarted  to[Cordelia's  eyes,  which 
had  been  radiant  with  joy  at  her  father*s 
approach.  Tp  foften  her  regret.  De  Lille  at 
fured  her  Ihe  fhould  return  in  a  few  weeks  to 
Beachdale.  "  Biit  furely,"  cried  Mrs.  Bruce, 
"  you  will  not  leave  us  to-day."  He  was 
*'  extremely  forry,  it  was  very  unfortunate,* 
"  butit  was abfolutelyneceffary  heÖiould  tear 
"  himfelf  away/*  Here  again  his  fine  ^yes 
were  caftdown,  whilft  a  confcious  fmile  of  ex- 
ultation  ftole  over  his  countenance.  But  per- 

7  ceiving 
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ceiving  his  daughter's  dejedion,  he  pinched 
her  cheek,  and  promifed  not  to  detain  her 
more  than  one  fortnight;  adding,  "  I  have  a 
**  thoufand  things  to  fay  to  you."  Her  eyes 
brightened  at  this  affiirance,  but  ftill  her 
heart  was  heavy;  and  though  when  felici- 
tated  by  her  friends  on  her  approaching 
excurfion,  fhe  tried  to  fmile,  fhe  feit  fo 
much  more  inclined  to  weep,  that  fhe  was 
glad  to  ftieal  out  of  the  room,  foftly  mur- 
muring  to  herfelf,  *'  Had  it  been  but  to- 
morrow,  I  fliould  then  perhaps  for  on^e 
have  pleafed  Herbert.**  And  for  that 
once,  that  all-precious  rooment,  even 
fancy  could  fuggeft  no  equivalent.  The 
heart  is  too  tenacious  to  accept  a  compro- 
mife.  De  Lille,  after  glancing  from  one  to 
the  other,  with  a  myfterious  air,  addrefling 
Mrs.GIadwin,  profefled  to  Have  fome  com- 
miflion  with  which  to  entruft  her;  and  fhe, 
enchanted  with  any  thing  in  the  fhape  of  a 
fecret,  inftantly  arofe,  and  with  great  com- 
placency  permitted  him  to  conduct  her  to 
an  arbour  in  the  garden.  Vallancy  foUowed 
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them  with  his  eyes;  and  when  he  obferved 
Ce}ia's  energetic  gefticuladon,  and  law  by 
the  violent  modon  of  her  mufcles,  that 
(he  was  in  rapturous  amazement,  he  ex* 
cbumedy  ^^  If  David  Ilaitley  had  knowa 
^  thee,  I  ihould  not  have  wondered  at  Im 
^^  theory  of  thought  and  Vibration.''  De 
Lille  was  in  every  refped  the  pupil  pf  the 
graces»  and^  ftrikingly  exemplified  the  re- 
inark  of  l*ord  Chefterfield»  that  fuperfidal 
elegance  almoft  invariably  extorts  fuccds 
before  folid  unattra£tive  merit.  Mr.  Bruce 
was  a  man  of  found  leaming,.  of  correft 
tafte,  of  ftrl£fc  piety,  and  unblemiQ\ed  re- 
putadon;  but  his  manners  were  cold  and 
referved,  and  thougU  generally  efteemed, 
xt  was  neceflary  that  he  fhould  hß  mtimately 
known  to  be  loved.  A  moderate  competence 
had  iDeen  the  boundary  of  his  ambidon,  and 
he  feemed.deftined  to  live  and  die  in  qüiet 
obfcurity. 

De  Lille,  wifh  fcarcely  any  otber  advan- 
tage  than  a  captivating  exterior,  though 
origtnally  without  fortune  or  connexions, 

had 
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bad  fliaped  bis  way  to  fomething  like  difU 
tmftion.      In  early  life   he    had    won  the'T 
affeÖions  of  a  lovely  g!rl  of  family,  who  fol^  i 
bis  fake  incurred  the  parental  inalediftion,^! 
and  was  renounced  by  all  her  connesiont.-' j 
She  poflbfled  fome  fortune  mdependent  of' J 
her  father,  of  which  De  Lille  was  put  mto 
poiTeflton,  but  which  was  foon  diflipated  in 
fefhiotiable  follies.     Reduced  to  indigence, 
he  was   ha^pily  recommended   as   private^J 
fecretary  to  Lord  Marmiton,  who  was  thetf-'r 
going  abroad  in  a  diplomatlc  capacity.     TWi 
this  politic  nobleman,  De  Lille   was   for-^ 
tunate  enough  to  render  fome  effential  fer- 
vices,  and    on  his  retum  to  England  wa*" 
invited  by  bim  to  fuperintend  the  educarioQ 
of  his  two  grandfons,  tili  he  fhould  be  able 
lo  procure  him  a  fituation  more  worthy  of  ■ 
his  talents.     De  Lille  contrived  to  render 
this  office  a  finecure,  by  getting  rid  of  the 
younger  Vallancy,  whofe  brilliant  capacity 
was  but  too  formidable  to  a  man  of  his 
moderate  attainments.     Here  therefore  he  ' 
lired  at  eafe,  flattered  and  carefled  by  LoM 
VOL.  I.  .   c  "Mar- 
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Marmiton,  who  was  happy  to  difcover  fo 
cheap  a  mode  of  compenfating  former  fer- 
vices,  and  trufted  and  courted  by  the  mother 
of  his  pupil,  who  commonly  refided  with 
her  fatherin-law,  under  his  immediate  pro- 
teöion. 

I 

In  the  meantime,  the  unhappy  wife  of 
De  lille  died,  withering  in  her  bloom  at 
Beachdale,  to  which  (he  had  retired  for 
cheapnefs  and  privacy ;  and  with  her  lafl: 
breath  implored  Mrs.  Bruce  to  take  her  Jittle 
Cordelia  under  her  maternal  care.  Mrs.Bruce 
had  fo  well  performed  her  promife,  that  Cor- 
delia fcarcely  feit  the  lofs  of  either  parent ; ' 
fhe  had  indeed  fometimes  feen  her  father 

■ 

for  a  few  days,  and  in  common  with  every 
body  elfe,  thought  him  the  handfomefl;  man 
in  the  world  :  but  it  was  not  poilible,  during 
fuch  traniient  Interviews,  to  infpire  all  the 
filial  love  of  which  her  nature  was  capable, ' 
and  little  could  it  occafion  furprize,  that 
fhe  was  alarmed  by  any  intimation  of  being 
removed  from  the  vicarage.  It  was  the  firft 
dme  fuch  a  requifition  had  ever  been  made, 

and 
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and  Mrs.  Bruce  had  a  painful  furmife  that 
tfae  feparation  was  intended  to  be  final ;  (he 
therefore  awaited  with  fome  impatience  the 
conclufion  of  the  Conference  between  De 
Lille  and  Mifs  Gladwin.  When  they  at 
length  retumed,  exultation  was  ftill  more 
ftrongly  imprinted  in  his  countenance  ^' 
Celia's  ey^  fparkied  with  pleafure,  atnd 
moft  unufually  the  crimfon  mingled  with  ihe* 
yellow  in  her  fun-bumt  cheeks«  "  Surely/' 
whifpers  Vallancy  to  Mrs.  Bruce,  "  he  has 
^  made  love  to  her/'  MiB»  Bruce  was  in  nö' 
humour  to  rdifli  the  pleafantry,  atid  neVer 
was  any  furmife  more  invidious.  Celia  was 
the  egotift  of  fancy,  but  her  heart  was  pure 
from  felfifh  feelings  :  nature  had  flampt  on 
it  an  honourable  fingularity,  for  generofity 
is  eccentricity.  A  difinterefted  being  is 
feldom  underftood  and  appreciated. 
.  Cordelia  now  throwing  her  arms  arouhd 
Mrs.  Bruce's  neck,  fpoke  not,  left  fhe  fhould 
fob  aloud ;  her  friend,  equally  afFefted, 
preffed  her  to  her  bofom  in  filence ;  the 
agitated  girl,  fpreading  her  hands  over  her 

c   2  face. 
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face»  and  not  daring  to  look  back|  was  paf- 
fiyely  conducted  by  her  father  to  the  car- 
riage. 

,  V  Very  ftrangej'*  cried  Vallancy,  "  that 
**'raymother  fhould  not  have  dritten  by 
y^  hün,  and  flranger  ftUI,  that  he  (hould 
^f  haye  come  to  day,  when,  had  he  waited 
•^.,,till  next   week,  we  jnight   have   gone 

*<  *M>^  yile  has  acted  with  the  utmoft  de- 
^/  jic^y/'  üdd  ^eli^  "  he  hfis  left  a  letter 
}y;f}ßOTfx,  yoiiir  napthf  j-flj  which  he ,  would  .not 

prpduc$l^h§^A>epl4id\ft|]eftypu;  and 
*?.  he  has  taken  away  his  daughter,  left  the 
**  fight  of  her  fliould  ofFend  you.*' 
.;  "  Offend  me !  how  can  I  be  offended  by 
«  Cordelia?" 

**  You-  may  happen  to  be  difpleafed  with 
*'  her  father  withouc  a  caufe ;  for  was  he 
^<  bound  to  facrifice  his  own  happinefs»  and 
*?^'that  of  a  being  dearer  than  exiftence? 
"  No !  no !  there  are  limitations  to  facri- 

«  fice/' 

"  Of  what  facrifice  are  you  fpeaking  ?** 

"  He 
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"  He  has  (hewn  his  difinterefted  regard» 
fince  her  jointure  cannotbe  louched,  and 
the  remainder  of  her  fortuiie  he  referves 
only  to  the  chance  of  furvivorfhip." 
**  For  heaven's  fake,  of  what  are  you 
•*  fpeaking  ?*' 

"  You  inuft  esert  your  niagnanimity ; 

be  is  married  to  your  moiher." 

*'  Married  to  my  mother !  inipoffiljle!" 

*'  It  is  true." 

"  What  the  honorabte  Mrs.  Vallancy,  the 

•  **  fifter  of  Baron  Rouvigiiy,  the  dilcreet, 
*••  prudent  widow,  who  has  hved  in  fuch 
'    ■'  ftrift  retiremem!" 

"  And  that'wasthe  very  reafon.  Forone 
•'  iaftaoce  of  love  in  town,'  there  are  knowfa 
"  t«i  in  the  country  j — then  ihey  lived  in 
"  the  faine  houfe,  and  love  is  all  fatality." 
**  Pi^y,  Madam,  let  me  hear  no  niore  of 
**  fetalides.    I  do  not  believe  it."  ■ 

"  There's  your  mother's  letteri  then ;  will 
*•  you  admit  fuch  evkfence  ?" 

Vallancy  tore  it  open,  aild  difcovering  by 

the  fignature,  that  what  he  had  heard  was 

c  3  true. 
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true,  threw  it  down  iadignantly,  exciaiming, 
*'  Married !  and  within  two  months  of  my 
:,"  brother's  death!" 

"  A  moft  unjuft  afperfion,"  replied  CeUa> 
"  they  were  pnvately  united  two  months 
"  before/' 

"  What,  fteal  a  match  too !  Worfe  and 
"  worfe,  the  very  climax  of  degradation ! 
'^  and  does  my  grandfather  fandion  this 
«  Union?*' 

"  Affuredly, — he  has  fet  you  a  noble  leflbn 
^^  of  moderation  and  magnanimity/' 

"  Oh,  fpare  me  the  eülogium  of  Lord 
"  Marmiton's  magnanihiity  !  As  well  migbt 
"  you  celebrate  my  mother*s  delicacy  and 
*^  propriety.  No,  if  His  Lordihip  choofes 
^^  to  harbour  a  paramour  and  a  feducer,  I 
**  fliall  not  trouble  him  with  my  prefence.** 

"  Well,  Sir,  that  obftacle  will  foon  be 
"  remöved  ;  your  mother  and  Mr.  De  Lille 
"  are  going  abroad,'* 

"  Oh,  I  am  glad  of  it,  I  rejoice  that  they 
.  *'  can  yet  feel  afhamed.'* 

«  And 
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And  is  my  fweet  Cordelia  to  go  with 
'  them  F"  faid  Mrs.  Bruce. 

"  I  beiiere  fo,"  replled  Mifs  Gladwin, 
'  but  don't  grieve,  flie  will  be  happy  with 
"  Adela." 

"  Oh,  that  was  my  brother's  intended. 
**  Mifs  Rouvigny's  fortune  was  to  have  been 
*'  kept  in  the  family.  I  well  know  my  mo- 
*'  iher's  morive  for  takiiig  charge  of  her 
"  educadon  ;  fhe  has  at  leafl  afforded  her  a 
"  waming,  if  not  ao  example." 
^B  '•  She  may  be  your  bride,  perhaps,"  faid 
H^  Celia,  willing  to  foften  his  Indignation. 

"  My  bride  !  never ;  may  1  perifli  if  I 
**  evsr  take  a  girl  wfao  has  been  brought 
"  up  under  Mrs.  De  Lille's  aufpices.  As  to 
**  Lord  Marmiton,  he  muft  aä  as  he  thinks 
*'  proper,  but  for  myfeif,  I  never"  — 

Here  Mr.  Bruce  entreated  him  to  be  calm. 
Mrs.  Bruce  wept.  Herbert  looked  his 
feelings.  Vallancy  was  fo  much  touched 
by  this  commiferatioa,  that,  checking  his 
violence,  he  only  faid,  "  Leave  me  to  myfeif, 
**  I  will  endeavonr  to  mafter  the  foUy.  I 
c  4  ,        **  am 
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**  am  not  now  fit  for  fociety/'  With  thefe 
words  he  ruihed  out  of  the  room,  and  retired 
to  bis  own  apartment. 

Mrs.  Bruce  could  not  reftrain  her  tears, 
•  at  the  idea  that  fhe  had  finally  parted  from 
Cordelia ;  and  Celia,  willing  to  divert  her 
thoughts  from  the  principal  fubjeä,reminded 
Mr.  Bruce  of  the  promifed  communication« 
He  looked  at  his  wife,  as  if  he  feared  to  afilid:. 
her,  but  fhe  readily  affented  to  the  requeft  ; 
and  whilft  fhe  left  the  room  to  fetch  the  efcri- 
toire  containingthemanufcripts,  her  hufband, 
perceiving  the  furprize  in  Herbert's  counte- 
nance,  thus  addrefTed  Kim  :  **  You  are  not 
"  ignorant  that  your  father,  Captain  Alta- 
mont,  wasfeveral  years  in  America,  where 
he  married  your  mother,  at  that  time  in 
the  bloom  of  youth.  He  retumed  to 
Europe  previous  to  the  commencement 
**  of -hofHlities  between  Great  Britain  and 
**  the  Colonies ;  and  that  he  might  not  ferve 
"  againfl  a  people  for  whom  he  feit  patemal 
**  aflfedion,  he  fold  his  cömmifGon,  ^and 
leaving  bis  wife  at  Beachdale,  adventured  . 

*-   <«  in 


(€ 


? 


**  in  an  expedition  to  one  of  the  new  fetiU- 
ments,  with  the  hope  of  foon  realizing  an 
ample  fortune.  Of  the  cvents  which 
happened  afrer  his  ^bark.aboii,  itreniaias 
for  your  mother  lo  Inf'orm  you  ;  and  ihe 
will  ai  the  fanie  t»we  espJain  what  our 
frien^MÜsGladwin  lueans  by  lUe  luyfte- 
rious  benefaäor."  At  tUis  moiiieat  Mrs. 
Bruce  returned  ;  wheaher  Iiulband,  having, 
■tß  he  hoptd,  faciliuted  her  ddlined  talk, 
rith  ihat  ihoat?  dcLicacy  which  natvre  ire- 
iqiiently  denies,  ajid  wiaigh  aducatiau  can 
fiever  ftUIy  fupply»  quick;[y  withdrew, 
unwilling  tn  embarnifs  tfae  cx,prcIUuij  of 
thofe  feelings,  whi^ch^  tj^  .^^tai,  «luft  call 
1^  in  tb;?  Heart  of  hjß  beli^M^  wife.   , 

Mrsr  Bruce  theo,  Pf pdvced,  her  efcritoire» 
irom  which  ihe,  uok-oiUit  pockjet-book  in^ 
fcribed  with  the  nameof  Kö^ö«.  "  Ijt  this 
U  pockeubook,9s?i>erli,y«w^vülfioid]a,ljttle 
**  ijarrative  of  pijr  ojia&artyne^  ^Jiich,  had 
"  it  pleafed  heaven  to  take  ws.  dur^g^  ]fOur 
'■*  cbiUhoQd, ,  was,  Ut.  \l\w^  ferv^  fbr  a 
f*  msowrilU  (rfj  roftp.yuif^ß^ei  de;lirer- 
c  5  "^ance." 
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•*  ance.**  Here  Mrs.  Bruce  appearlng 
affeded,  Celia  affered  to  read  the  letter ; 
and  almoft  tearing  the  paper  in  her  eagernefs 
to  favor  Herbert  with  its  contents,  began  as 
followsr 

**  My  dear  fon,  I  have  been  in  gre^t  and 
overwhelming  affli£Hon,  of  which  you,the 
innocent  witnefs,  were  happily  too  young 
to  partake.  Left  the  hand  of  death  fhould 
"  fnatch  from  you  your  only  remaining 
**  parent,  flie  fubmits  to  paper,  for  your' 
**  fiitüre  Information,  the  events  which 
*'  faddened  the  moming  of  your  exiftence. 
<<  I  arrived  in  England  with  my  hufband, 
**  and  for  fome  inonths  enjoyed  perfeä 
felicity.  Hoftilities  now  commenced  with 
America  j  and  your  father,  though  fondly 

■ 

attached  to  military  diftinAion,  renounced 
all  hopes  of  preferment  by  the  difpofal 

^*  of  his  commiffion,  which  he  was  fenfible 

**  he  could  not  keep  without  ferving  againfl 

**  my  native  country. 

*'   An    expedition    of    a     commercial 

*'  natüre   was  at  that  time  planned   for 

"  the 
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*^  die  New  Setdements,  and  my  hufbandy 
*^  but  too  zealous  for  my  wel&re»  and 
<<  diat  of  his  child,  refolyed  to  engage  in  it 
widi  die  greater  part  of  bis  pn^ierty,  not 
doubdng  but  diat  he  ihoidd  foon  ledun 
^  to  me  with  af^npnn*  at  bis  ^poüL 

^  Pre?ioiis  to  his  d^arture,  he  pboed 
**  mein  diis  quiet  cottage,  leaving  inh» 
^  agent's  hands  a  oonfideraUe  fam  fbr  mj 
^  uTe.  Ks  temper  was  fo  fimgoiney  his 
^  heart  fo  generous,  that  he  feemed  mfen* 
^  fiUe  to  every  tbjpg  bot  my  comfint  and 
fecurity.  When  we  parted,  he  promüed 
to  retum  in  fifteen  months ;  and  though 
tears  were  ftealing  from  his  eyes,  there 
was  the  finile  of  hope  on  his  Ups«  I 
know  not  how  I  endured  the  feparatioa. 
*•  I  moumed  over  him  as  if  he  had  been 
**  ab-eady  dead,  rill  his  firfl  letter  arrived ; 
and  when  I  faw  his  wriring,  and  recalled 
his  words,  I  feemed  once  more  to  Irre 
"  under  his  protection.  But  I  was  foon 
"  forced  from  our  pleaLant  retreai,  by  the 
**  failure  of  the  agent  in  whofe  haiidi  he 

c  6  «fad 
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"  had  placed  the  money  deftined  for  my 
^*  fupport. 

^'  On  this  unexpeded  intellig^ace,  I 
^.'  haft^ned  to  London,  though  totally  ig- 
*^  norant  of  the  forms  of  bufinefs,  where  I 
^^  learnt  that  this  bafe  m^  b^d  appropriated 
*^  to  his  own  enaolume^it  the  inoney  with 
**  which  he  fhould  have  enfured  my  huf- 
^V  band's  life  a^d  property;  that  he  had 
**.  abfconded  with  the  greater  part  of  his 
*'  effeäs,  and  was  now  flieltered  from  juf- 
^^  tice,  in  a  foreign  country.  Whilft  I  was 
**  ftill  lingering  in  the  metropolis,  unwiliing 
*•  to  communicate  fuch  inteiligence  to 
**  my  abfent  hufliand^  a  dreadful  rumour 
*'  reached  me  that,  the  fhip  in  which  he 
^^  had  failed  was  wrecked^  and  that  all  had 
^'  periihed.  It  may  appear  dränge  to  you 
"  that  I,  who  had  before  defponded,  now 
**  refifted  defp^r ;  that  I  clung  even  to 
^*  doubt  and  fufpence,  with  obftinate  unbe- 
*'  lief,.  But  too  foon  the  confinaation 
*^^  c^ine  of  this  fatal  news,  which  rendered 
>^  me  the  moil  defolate  of  human  beings.  I 
i;.     '  12  "  was 
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was  ieft  without    money  in  a  land    of 

ftrangers ;  of  your   father's  relations  I 

knew  nothing,  but  that  he  had  renounced 

ihern  j  of  his  friends  as  little,  for  they 

had  been  eftranged  by  his  long  abfence. 

In  the  great  metropolis  I  could  fcarcely 

challenge  a  fingle  acquaintance.    i   was 

precluded  frotn  the  provifion  to  which, 

as  an  officer's  widow,  l  fliould  have  been 

entitled,  by  thefale  of  my  hufband's  com- 

miffion.     The  agent's  fraud  had  inter- 

cepted  whatever   benefic-I    might   have 

derived  from  olher  refources.     I  had  no 

means  of  reftirning  to  my  native  country, 

"  and  had  I  even  been  tranfponed  thither, 

"  I  Oiould  have  fpund  no  home.    My  fainily 

*'  were  all  fcattered,    many  had  perithed, 

"  aad  the  fwvivors  vere  withdrawn  to  the 

"  Back' Settlements. 

"  By  the  dilpofal  of  my  few  valuables,  I 
*'  raifed  a  fmali  fum,  very  ina^equate  to 
**  ou»  future  fubfiftence.     In  a  few  iivjnths 
**  I  becilme  experienced  in  penury  and  Jni-^ 
••  fery,  »n4  havipgnp  ftttier  refoqrce,'toi^  'i  "t; 
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in  plain-v^ork ;  in  which  I  perfifled,  tili 
I  became  afilided  with  a  numbnefs  in  my 
joints,  which  rendered  me  incapable  of 
**  that  exertion.  Then,  indeed,  I  faw  no 
help  under  heaven,  and  often  did  I  fay, 
I  Ihall  fee  my  chil^  perilh  in  a  land  of 
**  ftrangers.  We  were  lodged  in  a  garret, 
"  whofe  fmoke-ftained  walk  w^re  lefs  dif- 
"  gufting  than  the  fqualid  looks  and  coarfe, 
**  brutal  manners  of  my  landlady  and  her 
"  other  inmates.  Often,  when  no  longer 
"  able  to  employ  my  hands  in  induftry,  have 
"  1  ftolen  forth  with  you,  deareft  Herbert, 
happy  to  efcape  awhile  from  my  loath- 
fome  quarters,  by  going  to  any  church 
or  meeting  in  the  neighbourhood.  How 
**  reluftantly  did  I  quit  thofe  facred  walls, 
**  where  I  was  at  leaft  flieltered  from  wanton 
*'  infult !  with  what  bitter  defpondence  did 
"  I  tum  from  thofe  doors,  where  only  ad- 
**  miffion  was  oflFered  to  the  wretched  and 
"  the  deftitute ! 

*•  At  length,  after  having  pawned  every 
**  article  of  the  fmalleft  value,  I  was  enabled 

"  to 
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'  to  refume  my  employment,  and  had  juft 
'  procured  a  frefli  fupply  of  work,  when 
'  my  landlady,  to  whom  I  had  been  i'or 
'  fome  weeks  in  arrears,  abruptly  entering 
'  my  wretched  apartment,  demanded  im-  ' 
'  mediale  payraent.  Not  tiavtng  money 
'  enough  to  difcharge  the  debt,  I  befoiight 
'  her  patience  tili  the  morrow  :  Oie  de- 
'  fpifed  my  entreaties,  and  after  having 
'  cait  on  me  the  moft  odious  afperfions, 
'  infifted  that  I  fhould  either  pay,  or  Iura 
'  oat  that  very  night.  Terrified  by  her 
'  Aufe,  I  pronilfed  to  depart  I  knew  not 
'  whilher. 

"  Among  olher  articles  lately  left  in 
'  pawn,  was  an  elegant  feal  ring,  which 
'  I  had  bitherto  preferved  for  you,  as  a  laft 
'  reite  of  your  fiither's  memory,  and  which  I 
'  prizcd  far  beyond  its  value,  becaufe  it  bore 
'  hia  name,  and  (he  creft  of  his  anceftors. 
'  In  this  extreme  diflrefs,  I  refolved  to  dif^ 
'  pofe  even  of  this  laft  record  of  my  happy 
'  daOc.  The  ftiop  in  which  it  was  left  was 
'  at  fome  diftance ;  but  I  determined  to  go 
"  thither 
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**  thither.  It  was  a  chill  November  even- 
^*  ing,  and  much  it  grieved  m^  to  ^pofe 
"  my  Herbert  to  the  damp  unwfaolelbine  air  j 
'^  but  to  truft  hini  from  my  arms  W98  im- 
"  poffible.  So,  wrapping  my  cloak  round 
*'  you,  I  fallied  forth,  a  fort  of  defp^rate 
hope  floating  in  my  mind  that  we  might 
perhaps  die  together« 

We  had  not  proceeded  far,  wben  there 
^^  came  on  one  of  thofe  denfe  fogs.  whicfa 
"  fometimes  caufe  real  alarm.      It  was  a 
'^  dairk  and  fearf ul  obfcurity ;  even  th^  peo- 
"  ple,  who  joftled  me  as  they  paifled,  tUl  we 
"  came  in  adtual  contaft,  remained  invifible. 
I  knew  not  in  what  diredion  I  was  pro- 
ceedirig  ;  I  knew  as  little  whethei^  to»  ad-* 
*^  vance  or  retreat ;  every  momeat  terri- 
"  rified^  abufed,  or  infialted,  I  exclainaed, 
**  *  And  is  this  England,  the  region  of  cha- 
^*  rity  and  benevolence !'  I  was  at  ieögth- 
puflied  down,  and  muft  have  been  tram- 
pled  under  foot,  but  for  a  gentlemaity 
who,  difcovering  our  fituation,  *  e«fed  us 
^^  both  in  bis  arms,  and  Unding  me  ftujctfied, 

by 
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"  by  tbe  fall,  conduded  us  to  a  che- 
"  mift's  Ihop,  where  he  ufed  proper  means 
"  for  my  recovery.  "When  1  was  rcftored 
"  to  confciouibefs,  my  fuU  heart  reüeved 
*'  ilfelf  in  tears.  '  Be  caim,  be  compofed,' 
"  were  die  firlt  words  tbat  raet  mine  ear; 
"  and  in  a  voice  fo  decp,  fo  clear»  fo  har- 
"  niomous ;  the  6rft  irapreilion  i&ey  gave 
**  me,  was,  that  of  being  tranilaied  to  a 
"  happier  world.  I  looked  up,  and  beheld 
**  a  man,  not  aged,  hut  venerabie,  wbofe 
**  countenance  had  in  it  Ibmelbmg  beytmd 
"  fiail  mortality ;  fo  benign,  fo  (aintlv,  yet 
'*  fo  noble,  fo  majeltic.  Hopo  rc-viveJ  in 
**  my  foul ;  and  wben,  feeing  my  tears,  he 
•*  lad,  *  Take  comfort,'  1  fdt  confoled 
*♦  alieady.  He  enquired  whither  I  was 
**  gotng.  I  nained  the  ftreef,  and  he  pro- 
.  **  mifed  to  be  our  guard  and  guide.  Whea 
f  we  reached  tbe  place,  I  will  owa  I  feit 
**  afliamed  of  my  lad  enand ;  but  it  was 
**  not  &r  me  to  be  tbus  deticate :  fo  I 
**  aflted  for  the  ring,  and  begged  to  receive 
**  its  fall  value.  Tbe  man  declared  be 
**  bad 
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^^  had  already  advanced  more  than  it  was 
'*  worth.  At  this  news  I  ftaggered,  and 
"  had  almoft  fainted.  « Oh,  God!*  cried  I,  , 
**  and  what  will  become  of  me  ?  *  I  had 
^^  involuntarily  turned  to  our  condu&or, 
^^  and  met  thofe  eyes  that  feemed  to  fpeak 
**  only  of  pity  and  benevolence. 

**  *  Let  me  fee  the  ring '  cried  he,  *  I 
**  will  be  the  purchafer.'  With  thefe  words 
he  flipped  intö  my  band  five  guineas,  and 
then,  as  if  to  divert  my  attention,  began  to 
**  examine  the  impreffion  on  the  feal.  On 
obferving  the  name  of  Altamont,  he 
changed  countenance.  '  Whofe  creft  is 
^^  this?*  ^  It  was  my  hufband's.*  *  And  is 
this  ydur  name  ? '  '  That  name,  Sir,  be- 
longs  to  nie  and  this  boy,  who  bas  now 
**  no  other  friend/  *  And  have  you  then 
"  no  connexions  in  this  country  ? '  *  No, 
"  Sir,  I  was  bqrn  in  America  ;  my  hufband 
*'  brought  me  to  England ;  he  was  then  an 
*'  officer,  but  fold  his  commiffion.*  *  A 
**  commiflion !  and  was  he  not  greatly  your 
"  eider?'  '  Only  fifteen  years.'     Hejraifed 

''  his 


'  his  eyes  to  heaven,  with  a  piteous  expref- 

■  fion  ;  theo  he  breathed  a  deep  figh,  as  if 

■  his  fou!  was  departing ;  but  he  Ihed  no 

■  tear;  and  I  feit  that  it  would  have  been 

•  a  fort  of  facrilege  to  fee  him  weep. 

"  Turning  at  length  to  me,  as  if  he  had 

•  been  fuddenly  roufed  from  a  dream,  he 

■  exciaimed,  *  And  you  are  my  fifter  in 
'  afiliction,  bereaved  and  defoiate ;  let  me 

■  guide  your  fteps.*  I  again  leaned  on  his 
'  arm  ;  but  he  now  fhook  fo  violently  that 
'  I  bad  to  lend  him  fupport.  At  length  he 
'  faid,  *  I  fliall  reftore  your  ring,  and  to- 

■  raorrow  you  muft  give  rae  your  hiftory.' 
'  Wboi  we  reached  my  fordid  door,  1  was 
'  abaflied  that  he  fliould  fee  me  enter  fucb 
'  a  place.  Perhaps  he  gueSed  my  feelings, 
'  yet  he  ihfifted  on  mounting  to  my  garret ; 
'  he  gazed  all  around  on  the  dreary  walls, 

*  the  almoll  firelefs  chimney,  the  bare  rüg 
'  and  uncurtained  bed;  and,  feating  himfelf, 
'  exclaimed,  '  I  feel  I  am  puniOied  for  ob- 

*  duracyj  whataleffonforhumanity!  Teil 
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•*  me  by  what  ftrange  fatality  you  are  thua 
**  cruelly  reduced/ 

"  My  ftory  was  foon  told,  and  when  it  was 
**  ended,  I  pffered  to  confirm  it  by  docu« 
'*  ments,  fuch  as  the  certificate  of  my 
marriage,  and  the  inftrument  by  which 
your  father  had  fold  bis  commiflion.  He 
paffed  bis  band  over  bis  forebead.  •  Nö, 
^^  no,  I  want  no  otber  evidence ;  I  have  tbkt 
witbin/  ftriking  bis  breaft» 'wbicb  vouches 
for  you ;  too  well  bave  I  prefaged  that 
you  were  my  fifter  in  affliäion.  And  ttiat 
poor  boy,  —  I  perceive  the  refembbnce  ; 
^f  he  is  like  bis  family/  'How  !*  cried i,  with 
**  involuntary  tranfport,  *  did  you  kiiow  my 
**  hufband  ?'  He  caft  down  bis  eyes.  *  I  bave 
**  feen  bim  once,  and  in  a  moment  never 
to  be  forgotten/  Thefe  words  were  mur- 
mured  in  a  low,  deep  tone,  witb  fearful 
^*  folemnity.  A  cloud  pafTed  over  bis 
**  countenance,  and  anotber  pierdng  figh 
"  burft  from  bis  beart.  At  lengtb  be  arofe 
"  abruptly.  *  You  ihali  not  ftay  in  this  pur- 
•*  gatory  anotber  bour  :  come,  my  inn  will 

"  fupply 
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I  "  fupply  better  accommodaiion  for  the  ' 
'  "  night.  To-morrow  I  leave  this  great  city,  , 
"  never  to  return.  I  am  iike  you,  a  wan* 
"  derer«  an  univerfal  alien.'  He  then  bade 
"  me  follow  him  ;  and  there  was  fomething 
"  in  bis  maoner  which  compelied  obe* 
*'  dience. 

•'  r  fuffered  him  to  conduö  us  to  an- 
*'  inn,  where,  at  bis  requeft,  a  comfort*- 
"  able  apartnient  was  affigncd  for  oiir  ufe,*, 
*'  with  fuitable  accommodation.  I  faw4 
"  him  no  more  tha£  night :  the  next'l 
•*  moming.the  ferv^nt  informed  rae,  thf' 
"  foreign  gentieman  (for  by  that  appeU 
"  latioQ.  only  was  he  diftinguiflied)  was 
*'  gone  out,  bMt  had  left  word  that  he  fliould 
»*  expeft  to  find  me  there  in  the  aflemoon. 
**-  I  waited  with  a  conviüion  that  he  woald 
"  not  be  unpunctual ;  nor  was  I  deceived  in 
"  my  espeäations :  he  came  at  the  hour 
*'  a{^inted,  aad  fais  afpeft  was  calm  and 
"  ferene..  He  enquired  where  I  had 
"  ÜTftd  oa  my  firft  arrira)  in  England,  and 
"  earaaftly;  recommended  to  me  to.  retum 
,       ■  "  to 
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"  to  Beachdale.  He  thenreftored  thering, 
^^  but  without  any  allufion  to  what  had 
*^  paft  the  preceding  evening.  He  fat  about 
half  an  hour ;  then  rifing  from  his  feaf , 
put  into  my  hands  a  pocket-bobk,  ez- 
claiming,  in  a  folemn  voice,  ^  Be  this  die 
memprial  of  our  meeting/  He  then  took 
you  in  his  arms,  and  I  perceived  a  tear 
drop  on  your  cheek ;  but  he  foon  put* 
you  down,  without  any  careffes  or  any 
*'  words  of  tender  endearment ;  and  before  I 
could  articulate  a  word,  he  faid  'Farewell!' 
and  vanifhed.  I  ftarted  from  my.  feat ; 
^^  I  woüld  have  calledhim  back,  but  an 
**  impreflion  of  awe  reftrained  my  im- 
"  patlence ;  I  retumed  to  the  room,  and 
opening  the  pocket-book,  found  the  fol- 
lowing  letter  ; 

^  In  this  pocket-book  you  will  find  a 
paper  authorizing  you  to  claim  a  certain 
"  fum  vefted  in  your  and  your  fon's  name, 
"  which  will  at  leaft  preferve  you  from 
"  penury.  Cherilh  this  laft  fcion  of  a  noble 
**  houfe,  and  may  he  prove  a  bleffing  to  his 

*•  mother. 
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■  mother,  and  an  honour  to  his  countryl': 

■  1  am  leaving  this  country,  in  which  I  find 

■  no  place.  I  am  a  poor  caft-away ;  but 
'  wherever  I  may  be  driftet!  by  deftiny,  be 
'  affured  of  my  fervent  prayers  for  your 

'  peace  and  profperity.  It  has  pleafed  God< 
'  lo  make  me  your  comforter,  and  thus  to 
'  admlnifter  to  my  own  confolation. 

"  '  Valsinore.' 


"  By  thefe  papers,  I  found  myfelf  enriiled 
to  claim  three  thoufand  pounds  inthe  3  per 
Cents.,  to  which,  for  cur  immediate  ne- 
ceÜJties,  our  benefaftor  had  addcd  a  bill 
for  80I.  fo  carefully  had  he  confidered 
every  drcumftance  in  my  ütuation.  It 
will  be  needlels  to  fiiy  how  much  I  was 
oppreffed  by  gratitude.  It  was  fome 
relief  to  my  fuU  heart  to  adopt  his  kind 
fi^gefUon  of  retuming  to  Beachdale ; 
{tili  better  would  it  have  fatisfied  me  to 
have  had  fome  ftronger  teft  of  obedience. 
It  remains  for  you,  my  foQ,  to  difcharge 
the  debt  I  owe  to  this  myfterious  being, 
'*  who 
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^*  who  has  been  to  me  a  meflenger  of 
"  hope  and  mercy.  May  you  but  fiilfil 
"  bis  wiflies— -and  your  mother  muft  be 
«  happy." 

Here  Mifs  Gladwin  paufed,  and  Mrs«  Bruce 
faid,  taking  up  the  pocket-book,  ^^  I  prefenred 
"  for  you  this  facred  relic  of  Valfinore.** 
"  And  thcletter !"  exclaimed  Herbert.  '*  It 
**  b  here/*  fhe  replied ;  "  I  give  it  into  your 
*'  poffeffion.'*    Her  fon  received  it  with  re- 
verence,  and  eagerly  enquired  if*fhe  had 
ever  fince  feen  him.     '•  -Never,  Herbert, 
"  nor  am  I  in  the  leaft  degree  able  to  divine 
*'  his  particular  motives  for  fhowering  on 
"  me  fach  munificence.*'    "  He  mentioned 
*^  my  father  ?*'    "  Yes,  but  I  am  whoUy  un- 
*'  acquainted  with  any  curcumftance  in  your 
*^  father*s  life  which  could  have  related  to 
"  fach  a  man  ;  yet  I  cannot  doubt  that  there 
"  was  fome  fecret  caufe  for  his  agitation  on 
"  difcovering  the  name  of  Altamont.    And 
"  now/'  continued  fhe,  "  I  have  only  to 
"  add,  that  on  my  marriage  Tyith  Mr.  Bruce, 
**  he  infifted  on  fecuring  Valfinore's  bounty 

«for 


"  for  your  fole  advantage.  It  is  wholly  J 
**  yours;  and  I  doubt  not  you  will  ufe  i't 
"  wifely."  *'  And,"  rejoined  Celia,  who 
had  hitherto  been  filent,  "  I  trufl  nobtyJ' 
She  fixed  her  eyes  on  Herbert,  who  was  at  i 
that  moment  fo  little  difpofed  to  bear  the  ' 
fcrutiny  ihat  he  fuddenly  darted  froni  the 
room,  and  walked  out,  invoking  the  fpirits  of 
folitude  and  meditation  to  calm  his  perturbed 
mind.  This  romantic  friend  gazing  after 
hini,  exciaimed,  "  The  fpell  works  j  he  has 
**  received  the  impreiGon  ;  that  lelter  ßiall 
"  be  to  him  like  the  infcriplion  on  the  buft 
"  of  Brutus,  *  Thou  ficepcft:.'  Ei'utus 
"  awoke,  and  fo  fhall  Altamont :  he  is 
'*'  nearly  eighteen,  and  ought  to  put  on  the 
*•  manly  toga.  Ah !  I  fee  it  in  his  eyes ; 
•*  he  will  reftore  the  honours  of  his  houfe. 
**  Tnift  me,  he  is  born  to  be  a  peer  of  the 
**  reahn,  and  to  mal  the  nobleft  of  hit 
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CHAPTER  III. 

•WHOEVER  lias  been  fuddenly  pre- 
fented  witb  a  living  example  of  virtue^ 
long  fince  cherifhed  in  the  dreams  of 
fimcy,  but  never  before  *  attefted  on  the  re- 
cords  of  experlence,  will  eafily  conceive 
with  what  rapturous  emotions  Altamont 
contemplated  the  fublime  chara6ter  of  Val- 
iinore.  Hitherto  bis  fenfibilities  had  been 
reftrained  by  a  fituation  which  gave  no 
fcope  for  energy  er  enthufiafm.  In  the 
refpeöable  Mr.  Bruce,  he  had  an  objeft  of 
eflieem;  in  his  mother,  of  tendernefs  and 
affedion ;  in  Vallancy  he  had  a  companion 
for  his  gayer  hours  j  but  no  where  did  he 
find  the  being  who  anfwered  to  himfelf, 
who  could  partake  his  higher  feelings,  and 
at  once  excite  and  fatisfy  his  noblefl  fa- 

cttlties. 

The 


The  rayftery  of  Valfinore  had  revealed 
to  Mm  bis  ovm  heart,  and  the  ardent  ro- 
mantic  fpirit,  fo  long  latent  and  reprefled, 
burft  foith ;  his  mental  horizon  was  fud* 
denly  expanded,  a  new  glory  feemed  to 
emanate  on  the  earth}  he  feit  ennobled 
by  the  thought  that  he  belonged  to  the 
fäme  nature  wtth  fo  exalted  a  being.^ 
*•  And  (hall  I  never  fee  him !"  cried  he  j 
"  this  man  of  forrows,  as  he  calls  himfelf, 
"  bereaved  and  deftitute,  yet  iives  to  com- 
'*  fort  ihe  helplefs  and  affliäed."  At  this 
moment  even  gratttude  was  abforbed  in  a 
rtrongGr  fcntiment.  He  read  and  re-read 
the  tetter,  and  dwelt  with  mingled  diffidence 
and  pride  on  the  paCage  in  which  he  was 
mentioned  as  a  future  honor  to  his  coun« 
try.  Fbr  the  firft  time  he  remembered, 
whh  coniplacency»  the  dignity  of  his  h- 
mity,  and  became  ambitiousj  not  only  of 
di{lin£Uon,  but  of  excellence. 

Mothing  could  have  been  more  flattering 

to  Mifs  Giadwin's  prognoftics  than  to  have 

wksefled  his  perturbation ;    but  when  he 

D  2  returfled 
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retumed  to  the  domeftic  circle  he  had  re- 
fumed  bis  wonted  felf-command ;  and  as 
he  had  the  defed  incident  to  all  charaäers 
of  e;ctreme  fufceptibility,  that  of  being  dif- 
pofed  to  diftruft  the  fympathy  of  others,  he 
ftruggled  tQ  conceal  thofe  high-impai&oaed 
feelings  for  which  he  expeöed  neither  parti* 
cipation  nor  indulgence.  In  vain,  therefore, 
did  Cella  watch  his  countenance,  in  \^hich 
the  ftrong  impreflions  he  had  lately  received 
were  no  lönger  legible. 

In  a  few  hours,  Vallancy  had  alfo  reco- a 
vered  his  fjpiritSy  and  freely  indulged  his  fa- 
tiric  vein  againft  the  inconftancy  of  women. 
The  next  day  he  received  a  letter  from  his 
grandfather,  requefting  him  to  vifit  his  mo- 
ther,  for  whofe  conduä:  he  feemed  difpofed 
to  fuggeft  excufes  ;  for  his  Lordfhip  was 
the  mofl:  candid  of  all  human  beings, 
whenever  he  had  no  intereft  to  be 
otherwife.  In  the  prefent  inftance  he 
confidered  that  the  evil  was  without  a  re- 
luedy ;  and  fince  he  was  fully  fenfible  of 

his 
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liis  own  ferious  obllgatlons  to  De  Lille,  he 
was,  perhaps,  in  his  heart  not  very  forry, 
that  his  daughter-in-Iaw  had  faved  him  the 
{rouble  of  repaying  them;  finally  he  refleäed, 
that  his  grandfon's  interefts  were  not  eflen- 
tiaUy  injured,  fince  of  her  jointure  he  could 
not  be  deprived;  and  of  her  remaining 
property,  Ihould  fhe  furvive  her  prefent 
hufband,  flie  might  dirpofe  in  his  favor. 

Luckily  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  negociadon, 
■iie  concealed  in  his  own  bofom  this  confola- 
tory  refle£lion,  or  it  would  have  produced  an 
eSe&  far  dlfFerent  from  what  hc  wiflied  in  the 
I)%h-fpiritcd  Vallancy;  how,  after  two  or 
three  other  inefFeäual  attempts  at  reconcilia- 
tkmj  at  length  gracioufly  confented  to  meet 
his  mother  in  London,  on  the  exprefs  condi- 
don  that  there  Ihould  be  no  witnefs  of  their 
imerriew.  He  was  induced  to  make  this 
rellri£tion,  by  having  difcovered,  in  his  tor- 
refpondence  with  Lord  Marmiton,  that  his 
mother  had  transferred  to  him  her  intereft 
with  the  young  lady  previoufly  deftined  to 
ftfe  brother ;  and  that  much  of  her  anxiety 

D    3  to 
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to  ^e&  the  reconciliation  arofe  from  her 
xeal  to  fecure  Adela  and  her  fortune  to  her 
own  fanuly.  There  was  a  natural  penrerfi> 
nels  in  Vallancy^s  temper,  whicb,  though 
fbftened,  was  not  fubdued:  to  have  per- 
fifted  in  open  hoftility  to  his  mother  woiild 
have  given  him  painj  but  indire£Uj  to 
thwart  her  views,  and  mortify  her  expec» 
tations,  affbrded  him  extreme  pleafure.-^ 
He  was  happy  to  have  found  out  the  mean8 
of  mfli£Ung  punilhmenty  at  the  Very  mo- 
ment  when  he  feemed  to  have  overiooke4 
the  delinquency ;  and  when  he  met  Mrs. 
De  Lille,  affeded  to  have  conceived  an  an- 
tipathy  to  her  niece  in  childhood ;  proteft- 
ing  he  wondered  his  brother  could  have 
been  induced  to  think  of  her. 

He  was  infinitely  am«fed  by  her  folici- 
tude  to  remove  this  prejudice :  he  liflened 
with  malicious  exultation  to  her  aflurances 
that  Adela  was  fo  much  improved  in  perfon 
and  manner  that  he  could  no  longer  know 
her  ;  and  with  contempt,  to  her  repeated  in- 
finuations,  that  whenever  he  went  abroad 

it 
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tt  would  be  incumbent  on  him  to  vifit  his 
uncle  Baron  Rouvigny,  who  was  by  birth 
an  Irifiiman,  but  had  entered  the  Auftriaa 
fervice,  and  held  a  pofl  of  confiderable 
eminence  under  the  Emperor  Jofeph. 

Vallancy  affented  to  all  flie  faid,  fecretly 
wiftiing  that  this  vifit  fhould  be  deferred  tili 
his  coulin's  retiim  to  England  ;  for  as  great 
part  of  her  fortune  had  been  bequeathed  by 
her  maternal  grandfather,  on  condition  that 
ßie  fliould  marry  an  Engliftiman,  the  Baron 
had  confented  that  flie  fliould  always  make 
her  refidence  in  this  country. 

Flattered  by  her  fcm's  conceffions,  Mrs. 
De  Lille  parted  froin  him  vith  ilrong  pzi> 
Ceffions  of  attachment,  and  two  days  after, 
accompanied  by  her  hufband,  her  niece,  and 
Cordelia,  embarked  for  Oftend,  in  her  way 
to  Fnmckfort.  The  latter  fent,  on  this  oo 
cafion,  a  färewell  letter  to  Mrs.  Bruce,  ex- 
preffing,  with  much  fimple  pathos,  her 
grief  and  furprize  at  not  having  been  al- 
lowed  to  revifit  Beachdale :  fhe  begged  to 
be  remcmbered  mofl:  gratefully  to  Herbert, 
o  4  bat 
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but  never  alluded  to  the  manufcript  left  in 
her  friend's  cuftody.  She  feemed  already 
to  have  learnt  referve,  and  to  have  fubmitted 
to  reftraint. 

Altamont  would  have  mifled  hiß  little 
interefting  pupil,  had  ^  he  not  been  now 
completely  abforbed  by  the  idea  of  Valfi« 
nore.  Since  Vallancy's  departure  he  had 
indulged  a  thoufand  romantic  dreams  in  bis 
fblitary  rambles,  and  was  happy  to  efcape 
from  any  fodety  which  interfered  with  thefe 
delightful  fpecalations.  Mils  Gladwin  ob» 
ferved  the  change  with  delight,  Mrs.  Brace 
vrith^  alarm,  her  hufban^  with  regret.  It 
was  in  vain  to  urge  on  him  the  neceffity  of 
choofing  a  profeiEon  j  the  young  ma»  re- 
volted  at  its  limitation :  he  no  longer  deiired 
to  go  to  College;  he  rather  wiihed  to  ex» 
plore  fome  other  country,  with  the  vague 
hope  of  meetlng  with  ihemyfterious  ftranger* 
At  this  time  an  incident  occurred  the  moft 
favourable  to  bis  wifhes.  By  the  death  of 
bis  matemal  uncle,  a  fmall  eftate  near 
Lau&nne   devolved    on   Mr.  Brace,   who 

having 
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having  always  hoped  to  fpend  his  lall 
days  in  Switzerland,  joyfuUy  refigned  hIs 
curacy,  and  dlfmlfling  his  two  pupils  whom 
he  had  received  fmce  Vallancy's  eftablHh- 
ment  at  coIlegCj  prepared  to  fix  his  refi- 
dence  in  Switzerland.  Mrs.  Bruce  readily 
acquiefced  in  the  change.  Inured  in  youth 
to  adverfity,  flie  fubmitted  gracefully  to  all 
the  lighter  trials  of  domeftic  life ;  and 
though  proud  to  confider  her  fon  as  an 
Englißiman,  fhe  had  no  difficulty  in  con- 
fenting  to  love  her  hufljand's  country  as  her ' 
own.  The  only  obje^ion  (he  could  have 
förmed  lo  the  propofal  was  obviated  by  the 
ardour  with  whicK  Altamont  otfered  to  ac- 
company  them,  and  which  röhdered  her  fa- 
tisfeöion  complete.  But  it  was  otherwife 
with  Mifs.  Gladwin,  who  ceafed  not  to  ein- 
ploy  all  her  emphatic  arguraents  againft  a 
wafte  of  talents  ib  contrary,  as  flie  con- 
cdved,  to  the  wifties  of  Valfinore. 

She  had  been  one  moming  expatiating 

on  this  fubjeft  with  even  more  than'ufuat 

«öer^,  when  a  letter  arrived  addreffed  for 
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Altamont«  The  charaäer  was  unknawn^ 
and  he  tore  open  the  feal  with  impatience ; 
but  great  was  his  furprize  when  a  bill  for 
150L  dropped  from  the  envelope,  which 
contained  cmlj  thefe  words,  ^^  Accept  the 
^^  inclofed,  to  enable  you  to  purfue  your 
^*  ftudies  at  College,  to  become  an  honour 
<«  to  your  coimtry,— from  your  father's 
•*  friend*" — **  And  does  he  really  exift? 
cried  Altamont.  **  No  doubt  he  does^^ 
^hoed  Mils  Gladwin,  who  had  carefiill]^ 
watcbed  the. Variation  in  his  countcnance, 
**  and  he  con^mands  you  to  go  to  College." 
*'  •— Surely,"  cried  Mrs.  Bruce,  **  this  can- 
*•  not  come  from  our  benefeftor,  the  writ- 
**  ing  is  fo  different»"— "  But  there  is  the 
*^  initial  of  his  name  on  the  feal/'  faid  Mifs 
Gladwin, — "  That  V/*  rejoined  Altamont, 
^'  might  fuit  Vallancy,  but  then  he  is  ig- 
"  norant  of  the  drcumftance/'  Here  Mifs 
Gladwin  pointed  out  the  phrafe  ^^  an  honour 
to  his  country,'*  fb  exadly  correfponding 
with  the  fentence  employed  by  Yalfinore« 
This  evidence  appeared  almoft  conclufive 

even 


VÄLSIHOftB.  59 

even  wich  the  rational,  judicious  paftör,  when 
his  wife  fuggefted  that  the  inclofure  migfat 
perhaps  conie  from  De  Lille,  in  retum  for 
her  attentions  to  his  daughter;  and  (he  fan- 
cied  fhe  had  once  raentioned  the  circum- 
ftance  to  Mifs  Gladwin  in  Cordetia's  pre- 
fence,  who  might  eafily  have  fumilhed  her 
father  with  the  neceflary  hints  for  affuming 
the  charaöer  of  Valfinore.  The  down- 
right  Mr.  Bruce  could  fee  no  caufe  for  fuch 
fubtle  refinement.  Befides,  De  Lille  was 
tOD  vain  to  hide  his  beneficence ;  Altamont 
recoiled  from  ihe  ruppofiiion  ;  Mifs  Glad- 
win protefted  agatnft  it ;  and  the  fubjeä  was 
finally  difmilTed  for  another  equally  intereft- 
ing.  It  was  decided  that  Altamont  Ihould 
lofe  no  tirae  in  going  to  Cambridge,  and 
tbat  his  Tifit  to  Switzerland  fhould  be  de- 
fetred  to  a  later  period.  His  mother  e&- 
dearoured  to  fubdue  her  felfifli  regrets»  and 
Mr.  Bruce,  hai^y  to  obferve  that  the  mind 
was  roufed  from  its  dream  of  romance,  no 
U^ger  infifted  on  the  fubjeit  of  a  profeffion, 
but  trufted  to  Chance  and  opportumty  for 
Altamont's  making  a  final  decifion. 
06 
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CHAPTER  IV.   * 

« 

TpHE  reumon  of  the  two  young  friends 
was  a  fource  of  mutual  pleafure :  though 
eflentially  different  in  charader,  they  were 
now  aflbciated  in  fimilar  purfuits^  and 
afpired  without  rivalry  to  the  fame  objefl :' 
but  Vallancy,  was  flill  as  little  capable  as 
cver  of  fympathizing  in  Altamont's  romantic 
enthuiiafm ;  and  Altamont,  to  efcape  the 
raillery  of  Vallancy,  was  often  at  fome 
pains  to  conceal  his  own  feelings.  Thus, 
though  he  had  now  communicated  all  he 
knew,  he  was  far  from  confefling  all  he 
expeded,  of  his  myfterious  benefadlor ;  and 
Vallancy,  though  ftruck  with  the  circum* 
ftance,  could  not  help  hazarding  the  face- 
tious  furmife,  that  the  late  donation  had 
come  from  the  prefiding  genius  of  love 
and  marriage,  the  fairy  Amatonda,  by 
which    name  he   always   defignated    Mifs 

Gladwin. 
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Gladwin.  "  You  forget,"  faid  Aitamont, 
**  that  the  amount  doubles  her  incorae." 
*'  Really  that  is  a  very  impertinent  fuggef- 
**  tion  now,"  anfwered  Vallancy  ;  "  how- 
*'  ever,  who  knows  but  (he  may  be  in  pof- 
"  feffion  of  fome  wonder-working  talif- 
"  man  ?"  "  Who  knows,  indeed,"  faid  Ai- 
tamont, "  but  I  have  been  a  changeling,  and 
"  that  I  Ihall  at  fome  future  period  become 
"  an  emperor  ?" 

With  all  thefe  points  of  difagreement, 
there  fubfifted  between  the  young  men  a 
ftrong  and  fincere  attachment.  There  was 
HO  clafliing  of  intereft  ;  no  contention  for 
pre-eminence.  Vallancy  was  content  with 
popularity ;  Aitamont,  afpired  to  fäme. 
The  former  flighted  the  mufes  for  the  graces, 
and  was  more  ambitious  of  poäeffing  wit 

,  tban  eloquence ;  he  cultivated  his  tafle  for 
iätire,  and  was  always  throwing  out  epi- 
grammatic  cenfures  j  not  becaufe  he  was  ill- 
natured,  but  becaufe   he  aimed    at  being 

■piquant.     Aitamont  on  the  contrary,  em- 

ployed  no  arts  to  extort  ap^ilaufe ;  faw  few 

by  whofe  notice  he  cou]d  be  flattered,  and 

none 
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none  with  whofe  praife  he  ihould  be  fküä^  ' 
fied«  In  one  word,  as  Celia  once  obfenred, 
with  her  ufual  aptnefs  at  claffical  allufion, 
Altamont  would  have  accepted  only  of  the 
triumpb^  whilft  Vallancy  would  have  can* 
faffed  for  the  ovation. 

The  two  friends  fpent  the  long  autumnal 
vacation  at  Lord  Marmiton's  feat,  which 
was  diftant  about  twenty-ßve  milee  firom 
Beachdale.  Among  the  other  viiitors  coK 
leded  by  his  hofpitality,  was  a  young  man^ 
ferne  years  older  than  Altamont,  who  had 
been  iately  recommended  to  his  Lordihip's 
pati*onage*  His  name  was^Woodville;  bom 
in  the  condition  of  a  gentleman,  and  ac- 
cuftomed  rather  to  confer  favors  than  to 
folidt  them»  he  was  altogether  new  to  the 

,  ftate  of  dependence.  He  had  loft  his  &ther 
in  infancy ;  his  education  was  domeftic ;  and 
the  fenfibilities  of  his  foul  had  been  foftered 
by  matemal  tendemefs.  Endued  with  ex.^ 
quiiite  fympathies,   and  a  xlelicacy  which 

*  ihould  feem  to  belong  exclufively  to  the 
femal^  charaäer,  he  wanted  but  the  boons 

6  of 


/ 


VAtSINORE,  63 

of  fortune  to  have  been  ihe  friend  and 
benefaftor  of  mankind;  but  his  mother, 
who  had  been  left  encumbered  wich  a  law- 
fuit,  after  a  long  interval  of  fufpenccj  was 
fuddenly  by  ics  unfavourable  termlnaiion 
reduced  to  a  fmall  ftipend,  which  being 
wily  for  her  iife,  fecured  no  provifion 
to  her  belovcd  Euftace.  Being  like  the 
reft:  of  his  family,  a  Caiholic,  he  was  excluded 
by  his  religion  from  tnoft  of  the  profeffions ; 
and  by  his  habits  of  elegance  and  refine- 
ment,  unfitted  for  ordinary  purfuits  and 
vulgär  occupalions.  They  had  hitherto 
refided  in  a  beautiful  retirementj  in  the 
North  of  England  ;  but  it  was  too  painful 
to  remain  in  the  fame  ndghbourhood, 
exciting  pity,  where  they  had  formerly 
difpenfed  charity.  They  therefore  removed 
to  a  village  near  London,  where  the  affec- 
tionate  mother  äattered  berfelf  it  was  im- 
poffible,  but  vith  all  their  numerous  and 
refpeäable  friaids,  ihey  Ihould  meet  with 
fome  who  were  both  wllliog  and  able  to 
make  exertiona  of  imereft.  in  l^vor  of  her  f^n. 
Of 
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Of  all  men,  perhaps  Woodville  was  the 
moft  irrefiftibly  engaging;  but  the  leaft 
likely  to  force  bis  way  to  preferment :  not 
only  bis  delicacy  revolted  from  tbe  mean- 
nefs  of  folicitation ;  but  bis  bonor,  bis 
integrity,  and  even  bis  benevolence.  He 
was  always  placing  bimfelf  in  tbe  fituation 
of  tbofe  from  wbom  be  expeftfed  affiftahceX 
bis  candid  mind  fuggefted  tbe  various  calls' 
on  tbeir  duty,  tbe  numeroüs  claimants  for 
tbeir  influenae ;  be  was  grieved  to  occupy 
tbeir  precious  moments ;  grievpd  to  be  the 
occafion  of  interceptijig  one  of  tbeir  focial 
pleafures.  But  if  bis  friend  bad  to  a(k 
anotber  friend^  for  bis  fake  to  be  expofed 
to  rudenefs  and  repulfe,  be  was  opprefled 
by  gratitudej  he  was  overwhelmed  with 
thankfulnefs ;  whatever  fuccefs  rfefulted  from 
tbe  magnanimous  efFort,  bis  generous, 
fufceptible  foul  could  fet  no  limits  to  tbe 
kindnefs  and  tbe  Obligation. 

With  fuch  feminine  difEdence,  and  fuf- 
ceptibility,  Woodville  was  certain  to  b^ 
negledted  and  förgotten.     In  tbe  courfe  of 

a  few 
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a  few  months,  he  learnt  from  experience, 
not  indeed  ^to  fufpe£t  a  promife,   (for  of 
ibat  his  honorable  natura  was  not  capable,) 
but  to  diftruft  its  Performance.    Still  his 
heart  refifted   chagrin,    in    fubmitting   to 
difappointment ;    he  was  fo  füfceptible  of 
enthufiafm,    fo  tremblingly  alive    to   the 
interefts,    the   purfuits,    the    pleafures    of 
others,  he  was  fo  much  gratified  by  paftici- 
pation,  fo  acceflible  to  all  amiable  and  happy 
mfluences,    that  he  feemed  to   fhare  the 
felicity  he  witnefled;    and  when  he  was 
admitted  to  fome  cheerful  domeftic  circle> 
forgot  his  own  mortifications,  and  feit  that 
he  was  fatisfied.  Hitherto,  however,  he  was 
but  little  acquainted  with  real   adverfity. 
His  mother's  ftipend,  fmall  as  it  was,  fe- 
cured  them  from  penury ;  honour,  delicacy» 
in. fome  degree,  fupplied   to  both  the  place 
of  difcretion.     They  conträded  no   debts, 
and  cheerfully  fubmitted  to  privations  to 
preferve  tranquillity.     Woodville  had   ftill 
accefs  to  elegant  fociety  ;  and  his  mother, 
though  flie  renounced  the  world  for  her- 

felf. 
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felf,  yet  for  his  fake,  was  anxious  to  prer 
ferve  their  common  comiexions ;  and  "when 
ihe  faw  his  preparations  to  vifit  thofe  (he 
had  once  hofpitably  entertained  at  her  own 
table,  was  flattered  by  a  fecret  pre&ge 
of  his  approaching  fortime.  Among  his 
varions  well-wiihers,  he  at  length  obtained 
an  introdu&ion  to  Lord  Marmiton,  who  was 
well  pleafed  to  add  to  his  lifl:  of  dependents, 
a  gentleman  of  Woodville's  appearancci 
and  cordially  invited  him  for  the  fhooting 
feafon,  to  his  fpleudid  manfion.  Wood« 
ville  was  fp  touched  by  the  wiexpeS;ed 
kindnefs,  that  without  fharing  in  his 
siiother's  fanguine  anticipations,  he  was  fiiU 
of  gratitude  and  delight;  for  when  he 
received  from  another  that  delicate  atten- 
tion wKich  his  own  heart  would  have 
diftated,  he  rejoiced  not  merely  for  his 
own  fake,  but  for  the  credit  of  human 
nature ;  and  faid  to  hirafelf,  '  I  am  fatisfied.* 
Under  fuch  pleafing  aufpices  was  Aha- 
moüt's  acquaintance  formed  with  Wood- 
ville,  who  was  evertafterwards  accuftomed 

to 
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W  confider  this  circumftance  as  one  of  the 
few  bright  Ipecks  in  bis  esiftence.  His 
fodety  was  an  incalculable  improvement 
to  his  young  friend ;  fince  Woodville  had 
wifdom  for  every  body  but  himfelf,  and 
condemned,  by  his  precepts,  even  the  ro- 
mance  he  fanflioned  with  his  example.  In 
his  private  converfations  with  Altamont,  he 
(trenuoufly  recommended  him  to  .purfue 
the  bar,  for  Tvhich  he  poflelTed  talents. 
*•  No  man,"  added  he,  breathing  a  -con- 
fcioufi  figh,  **  can  fo  truly  appreciate  the 
"  advantage  of  a  profeffion,  as  the  man 
«  who  is  without  one."  He  encouraged 
not  the  vifionary  hope  of  meeting  Valfinore. 
**  Make  honour,"  faid  he,  "  your  firft 
*•  objeft,  and  leave  to  chance  the  reft." 
With  all  his  rationality,  however,  th^e 
were  fome  fubjeös  on  which  Woodrille  vied 
with  Altamont  in  cnthufiaftic  fentiment:  he 
had  an  ardent  beUef  in  human  excellence, 
and  for  human  errors;  unbounded  charity: 
never  was  there  a  more  liberal  or  more 
benevolent  ßüth.  ' 

In 
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In  this  delightful  intercourfe  nothing  was 
wanting  but  mutual  confidence;  but  the 
delicacy  of  Woodville's  mind  revolted  from 
a  füll  difclofure  of  bis  fituation.  Why 
fhould  be  fadden  bis  friend  witb  tbe  repre- 
fentation  of  evils  be  could not  redreis?  Why 
abridge  tbe  few  brief  moments  of  bappinefe, 
by  anticipations  of  future  care  and  embar- 
rafiment?  Tbis  fatal  period  approached 
fooner  tban  be  expeäed.  His  motber  was 
fuddenly  attacked  by  alarming  fymptoms, 
and  be  baftened  back  to  ber  bumble  bome, 
only  tb  watcb  one  mgbt  by  ber'  pillow,  and 
fee  ber  die.  On  the  firft  news  of  ber  illnefe, 
he  bad  feit  too  much  for  ber  to  feel  for 
himfelf  j  grief  excluded  all  fordid  parricipa- 
tion  witb  care ;  poverty  was  forgotten,  and 
every  want,  or  privation,  of  which  tbe  heart 
was  not  fenfible« 

On  quitting  Lord  Marmiton*s  fplendid 
manfion,  he  bad  niade  no  provifion  for  this 
event ;  and  His  Lordfhip,  who  had  never  in- 
tended  to  offer  any  thing  better  tban  polite 
attentions,    fuffered    bim   to    depart  witb 

abundant 
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^undant  profellions  of  concern,  and  no 
?llufion  to  his  former  promifes,  which 
Woodville  never  rneant  to  recal!  to  his 
memory.  It  was  enough  for  him  that  he 
had  received  kindnefs  :  he  had  not  only  too 
rauch  delicacy  to  be  importunate ;  he  was 
100  grateful  to  be  intrufive. 

Ahamont  heard  vvith  deep  concern  of  his 
friend's  domeftic  lofs,  and  believed  he  fully 
fympathized  in  his  feelings.  Little  did 
he  think  for  what  worfe  cares,  what 
revohing  purfuitSj  his  penfive  friend  was 
compeiled  to  forfake  his  cheriflied  parent's 
lonely  grave.  Little  did  he  imagine  in  what 
dUBculties  he  was  involved,  or  what  bitto" 
caufe  there  was  to  moum  the  lofs  of  free- 
dom  and  kidependence.  The  fpirit  of 
Woodville  could  not  eafily  adapt  itfelf  to 
his  fortunes.  He  ftill,  feit  as  a  gentleman, 
even  when  forced  to  defcend  to  revolting 
occupations  for  immediate  fubfiftence.  He 
ftill  loved  mankind  when  he  was  p'ining  in 
neglefl ;  and  even  cheriflied  dreams  of 
benevolence,  when  he  was  himfelf  the  viftim 
of 
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of  felfifhnefs  and  apathy.  It  is  true  he  now 
(hunned  his  former  friends  and  aflodates; 
but  it  was  to  fpare  them  the  pain  of  wit- 
nefling  his  fliruggles  vith  mifery. 

With  Altamont,  howeyer,  he  continued 
to  correfpond,  though  always  with  the  fiune 
refervation  on  his  own  affiurs.  But  however 
he  might  fupprefe  fach  fads,  he  was  fome- 
times  unable  to  difguife  his  feelings ;  and  he 
occafionally  wrote  from  the  impreffion  pf 
the  moment,  but  without  any  reference  to 
his  own  deftiny.  "  It  is  a  great  evil,"  fiud 
he,  i^  one  of  his  letters,  "  to  have  been 
*^  bom  a  gentleman.  It  is  without  wealth 
'*  an  attainder  of  all  our  ufeful  and 
bappy  faculties/'  "  It  is  dangerous," 
faid  he  in  another,  ^'  to  cherifh  the  dreams 
**  of  fancy,  for  they  make  the  heart  fenfible 
"  at  every  pore/*  In  another  letter,  he  faid, 
"  An  unfortunate  man  bears  the  curfe 
*'  of  Cain :  every  one  fears  as  an  enemy^ 
"  the  wretch  who  is  known  to  want  a 
'' friindr 

In 
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Aeerful  tum:  he  continued  to  give  Altamont 

the  beft  advice,  playfully  obferving,  *'  ihat 

"  fince  Prudence  would  not  ftay  in  bis  ark, 

"  he  hoped  ihe  would  lake  up  her  abode 

"  in  the  olive  bower  of  bis  romantic  friend." 

It  at  length  happened,  however,  that  Alta- 

monl  was  accidentaliy  informed  that  Wood- 

1»ille  was  in  indigenr  obfcurity.  He  had  juft 

tKceived  a  fecond  remiltance  from  his  un- 

known  patron,  and  immedJately  difpatched 

Iwo-thirds  of  ic  to    his   diflreffed   friend, 

Aough,  by  this  frank  liberality,  he  rendered 

himfelf  unable  to  accompany  Vallancy  on 

bis    tour  through  Italy ;  and  highly  was 

that  gay  compahion  offended  wben  he  per- 

Jilled  in  not  leaving  EngUnd  tili  another 

year.    But  the  tranfient  petulance  was  foon 

fubdued ;  and  they  parted  with  unaffeöed 

Cordiality,  nearly  at  the  fame  time  that  the 

De  Lllles,  accompanied  by  Mifs  Rouvigny 

and  her  father,  retumed  to  England,  and 

took  up  their  refidence  in  Beachdale.  Alta- 

mont,  who  was  ho  longer  noticed  by  Lord 

Marmiton, 
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Marmiton,  fpent  his  vacations  in  London,, 
vhere  he  had  hoped  once  more  to  enjoy 
the  fociety  of  Woodville. 

In  this  expe£lation  he  was  difappointed  ; 

as  never  once,  fince  his  liberal  remittance, 

had  he  received  from  him  any  epiftolary 

communication.    He  could  not  doubt  but 

that  Woodville  furmifed  from  what  quarter 

the  bounty  came,  and  was  refolved,  by  this 

feemingly  ungrateful  filence,  to  reflrain  his 

future  liberality.    To  confole  him  for  this 

chagrin,  he  had  the  fatisfadion  to  receive  a  ' 

third  annual  remittance,  with  an  intimatioa 

that  this  was  the  lad  time  he  would  be 

addrefied  in  England,  fince  his  friend  wifhed 

him  to  fpend  two  years  on  the  Continent« 

He  was  then  enjoined  to  retum  to  his  native 

country,  where,  if  he  was  not  wanting  to 

himfelf,  he  might  on^  day  polTefs  both  fame 

and  fortune. 

There  was  fomething  in  the  ftyle  of  the 
laft  epiftle  which  irrefiftibly  brought  Mils 
Gladwin  before  his  eyes  j  but,  recoUeöing 
her  narrow  circumflances,  he  inftantly  con- 

demned 


Bemued  ihe  fuggeClion,  and  was  happy  to 

Bj^fmifs  an  idea  fo    little  congenial   to  his 

Fromantk:  feelings.     The  blll  now  inclofed 

twas  for  300].,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the 

Honor  had  nicely  calcuIaCed  the  period  of 

Bjiis  abfence.     lie  prepared  iherefore  for  his 

Röurney  wiih  joyfül  alacriiy. 

w      Independent  of  his  ardent  longings  to  fee 

liq  claffical  a  country  as  Italy,  he  had  the 

■Selightful  anticlpations  of  vifiting  Mr.  and 

■Älrs.  Brucvi"  'heir  romantic  retreat,  and 

of  bang  re-united  to  his  friend  Vallancy. 

Amidfl  thefe  agreeable  expeftations,  how 

was  his  joy  enhaticed,  by  heariiig,  jull:  as  he 

was  on  the  eve  of  embarkation,  that  bis 

iriend  Woodville,  who  had  been  for  fame 

months  engaged   as   dotneftic   tutor    in  a 

laniil/  in  Ireland,  was  married  to  a  young 

lady  who  had  been  one  of  its  inmates,  and 

who  poflefled  a  handfoine  fortune. 

.  Of  this  report,  as  ufiial,  half  was  truthi 

and  the^■other  falfehood.    It  was  no  miftake 

that  Woodvilje  had  held  the  fituation  of 

tutor ;  it  was  equally  corr^ä  that  he  had 

VOL.  I.  £  married ; 
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married ;  but  the  lady  fo  chofen  was  merely 
a  poor  dependant,  who,  by  partaking  bis 
chagrins,  had  infenfibly  ftolen  bis  affedions. 

Too  generous  to  involve  another  being 
in  bis  adverfity,  Woodville  would  have 
ftruggled  witb  bis  own  paffion,  bad  not 
tbe  too  fufceptible  girl  fo  weakly  betrayed 
ber  feelings  to  obfervation,  as  to  incur  for 
bis  fake  tbe  contempt  and  cenfure  of  ber 
ungentle  patronefs.  Not  only  hve^  but 
honourj  now  impelled  bim  to  refcuebis 
amiable  viftim  from  unkindnefs  and  re^ 
proacb;  but  when  he  frankly  offered  bis 
band,  be  concealed  not  bow  fmall  the  fum ; 
of  worldly  goods  he  had  to  beftow ;  but 
poor  as  he  was,  he  joyfully  pledged  himfetf 
to  her  protedion ;  and  unfortunate  as  be 
was,  flie  rejoiced  to  becooie  the  .partner  öf 
bis  poverty« 

Immediately  after  this  inaiifpitious  union, 
he  returned  witb  his  bride  to  London,  in- 
ten4ing,  for  her  fake,  to  overcome  his  repug- 
nance  to  folicit  favours,  and  boldly  to  cbal- 
lenge  affiftance  from  his  former  connexions,  * 

13  Had 
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Had  he  happened  to  meet  with  Altamont,  he 
wouid  probably  have  renewed  his  applica- 
tion  to  Lord  Mamiiton,  but  Woodville  was 
no[  fo  fortunate ;  and  happening  to  procura 
afedentary  occupation,  fufficienriy  lucrative 
for  prefent  esigencies,  his  fanguine  temper 
again  took  the  tone  of  hope,  and  he  trufted 
he  fliould  (lill  preferve  his  cherifhed  inde- 
pendence.  With  fuch  cheering  expefta- 
[ions,  he  entertd  gaily  on  his  irkfome  talk, 
and  was  contemeü  by  purfuing  his  labours 
with  hb  wife  fniiling  by  his  Tide,  at  the  rerf 
niomeni  when  Ahauiont,  in  the  perfuafion 
that  he  was  reftored  to  afRuence,  difmiffed 
his  image  from  his  niind,  as  he  iDyMIy  em- 
barked  for  another  country. 
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CHAPTERV. 

TX7HILST  Altamont  is  travelliiig  wiA 
equal  pleafure  and  improvement,  let 
US  return.  to  Cordelia,  who  once  more  re- 
fides  in  the  fame  village  where  (he  fpent 
her  blifsful  childhood  4  but  (he  is  no  longer 
aninmate  of  the  happy  ^icarage ;  no  longer 
belongs  to  a'houfehold  of  peace,  harmony, 
and  love.  Immured  in  Vallancy  Houfe 
(which  manfion  was  annexed  to  Mrs.  De 
Lille^  jointure  by  her  former  hufband,)  fhe 
can  fcarcely  believe  fiie  is  really  reftored  to 
the  place  where  fhe  once  found  the  day  too 
fhort  fpr  enjoyment;  fhe  beholds  in'deed  the 
fame  landfcape,  yet  feems  tranfported  to 
another  region.  She  is  herfelf  changed 
from  the  pläyful  child,  afpiring  to  notice 
and  ambitious  of  praife,  to  a  refleflive  ra- 
tional being  ;  fhe  has  Idarnt  to  refped  her- 
felf, and  to  refer  her  aftions  to  a  higher 

teft' 
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teft  than  hutnan  authority.  Youngasflie  isj 
fiie  has  already  loft  the  firft  impreffions  of 
the  yauthful  foul,  ihe  dear  facred  privilege 
of  approaching  a  proteftor  with  filial  rever- 
eace,  and  the  delights  of  confidence  un- 
bounded  as  affeäioni  Separated  from  her 
fether  almoft  froui  the  cradle,  his  image 
was  always  dear  to  her  fancyj  and,  tili  he 
tore  her  from  the  beloved  vicarage,  ihe  al- 
lotted  to  him  a  large  portion  of  her  childifti 
love.  But  he  had  fliocked  her  confidence  by 
employing  deception  to  foften  her  regret, 
asd  as  (he  had  ever  been  accuflomed  to 
truth  and  fimplidty,  ihe  could  not  reconcile 
die  infringement  of  a  promife  with  her  ideas 
of  reöitude,  and  ihe  feh  that,  though  ihe 
might  love  her  &ther,  ihe  could  not  truft  him. 
This  impreffion  produced  an  involun- 
tary  habit  of  vigilance  repugnant  to  her 
natare;  ihe  watched  his  looks  and  compared 
his  Word  with  his  aäions ;  ihe  was  grieved 
and  amazed  to  difcover  fo  little  umformity 
between  them  ;  ihe  could  not  analyfe  her 
feelings,  but  ihe  had  an  intuitive  conviäion 
E  3  that 
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that  fhe  fliould  never  look  up  to  him  as 
fiie  had  been  accuftomed  to  do  to  Mr.  Bruce, 
and;  flie  often  caught  herfelf  afking,  "  What 
**  would.  Herbert  fay  to  this  ?**  When  Cor* 
delia.lefi  the  vicarage,  her  charafter  was  only 
in  its  germ,  and  had  fhe  been  happy  in  her 
new  fituadon,  it  is  probable  fhe  would  in 
time  have  forgotten  thofe  precepts  fhe  now 
recaUed  with  reverence,  and  imbibed  the 
fentiments  of  her  new  afTociatefi.  But  to 
felicity,  fince  her  departure  from  Beachdale^ 
Ihe  was  wholly  eflranged ;  by  Mr$,  De  Lille 
ihe  was  treated  with  cold  conflrained  civi» 
lity;  by  her  father,  with  inesiplicabfe  aJterMh 
tions  of  fondnefs  and  indifferenee;.  and  it 
ixras  fome  time  before  even  the  youthful 
Adela  regarded  her  with  kindnefs  and  cor- 
diality. 

Thus  left  to  herfelf,  fhe  acquired  habits 
of  refle£tion  not  common  to  her  age ;  fhe 
obferved,  fhe  compared,  fhe  reafoned,  fhe 
became  every  day  more  difinterefled  in  her 
motives,  more  ftable  in  her  fentiments.  To 
efcape  from  prefent  teil,  fhe  yielded  to  the 

illu. 
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illufions  pf  lancy,  and  wasalways  Imagining 
fome  fcenes  of  domeftic  happinefs  from 
which  Die  was  excluded.  At  limes,  too,  flie 
had  her  fnatches  of  enjoyment»  when  her 
father  betrayed  no  affetäation,  and  bis  wife 
fhewed  no  fuUennefs,  and  harraony,  if  not 
confidence,  was  eilablifhed  between  tbem. 
On  fuch  Sabbaths  of  peace  Üie  refigned  her- 
feif  to  ihe  fweet- impreflions  of  youih  and 
hope;  her  heart  rejoiced  in  nature's  joys; 
flie  rafted  the  luxury  of  innocence  and  virtue. 
For  the  firft  year  after  her  return  to  Beach- 
date,  flie  was  folaced  with  the  friendfhip  of 
Adela  Rouvigny,  wbo  now  laTÜhed  o)i  her 
confidence  and  affeäion.  This  cordial  unioa 
wasequaUy  dirpleaftngto  the  fpecious  De 
UUeandbistnanoeuvringpartner.  Tbelatier 
had  that  paffive  felfiihnel^  wbich  takes  flielter 
in  obliquity,  witbout  venturing  oa  an/  po- 
fitive  violation  of  reäitude;  fhe  wou]d  bave 
jfaaddered  at  perjury,  yet  fcrupled  not  to 
employ  duplicity  and  deception;  flie  would 
not  have  invented  a  calumny»  but  wa^ 
always  ready  to  propagate  fcandal ;  as  fhe 
E  4  was 
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was  ftrenuous  in  purfuing  her  own  real  or 
imaginary  interefts,  flie  was  apt  to  attribute 
the  fame  finifter  views  to  others,  and  con- 
fequently  pafied  her  life  in  ceafelefs  and 
often  caufelefs  perturbation  and  anxiety.  In 
marrying  De  Lille  fhe  had  ofFered  violence 
to  her  own  charadf  r,  which  wzs  incapable 
of  delicacy  or  generofity  ;  nor  was  her  paf- 
fion  fuificiently  ardent  to  blind  her  to  the 
defeds  of  him  for  whom  fhe  had  made  the 
facrifice ;  fhe  was  too  quick-fighted  not  to 
difcover  that  her  huiband  was  anxious  to 
captivate  all  womankind ;  the  torch  of  love 
foon  grew  dim,  obfcured  by  the  füllen  gloom 
of  jealoufy. 

De  Lille,  in  whom  vanity  was  the  mafter- 
paflion,  was  at  once  teazed  and  flattered  by 
her  folicitude.  He  piqued  himfelf,  witb 
fome  reafon,  on  his  powers  of  fefcination 
with  the  female  fex;  and  fo  highly  did.he 
prize  his  fuppofed  fupreniacy,  that  he  even 
lavißied  compliments  011  Cordelia  and  Ade- 
la,  with  the  hope  of  enchanting  them  by  his 
gallantry.     To  pleafe  his  wife,  he  would 

often 


^^ten  extol  the  beauty  of  her  niece ;  and 

^benever  he  had  a  point  to  carry,  he  af- 

^^Oed  lo  treät  his  daughter  with  coldnefs 

Änd  negleft.      In  fpite  of  finefle  and  arri- 

fice,  Mrs.  De  Lille,  with  her  ufual  aptitude 

in  miaglning  evil,  iiiiputed  to  him  the  defiga 

of  uniting  Cordeüa  to  Vallancy,  to  the  ex- 

dufion    of  her  darling   fcheme  of  Ädela 

1     Rouvigny.,    Whencver  this   fufpicion  pof- 

feffed  her  mind,  flie  was  gloomy  and  in- 

I    traciable,  and  Cordelia  was  the  firfl  to  feel 

9  thac  ihe  had  offended,  without  divimng  the 

nature  ofher  tranfgreflion. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  ihe  inatrimoiiial 
fcheme  fo  much  deprecated  by  his  wife, 
would.have  entered  into  De  LJlle's  calcula- 
tions,  had  it  not  been  fo  often  mentioned  in 
their  altercations,  that  he  began  to  confider 
whether  it  was  not  feaftble,  and  was  aäually 
excited  by  her  accufations  to  make  the  very 
effort  flie  fo  much  wiÖied  to  preyent.  Happily 
for  his  hopes,  the  Baron  Rouvigny,  after  re- 
mainingfomemonths  in  England)  wasobliged 
to  retum  to  the  continent,  and  his  daugh* 
E  5  -ter 
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ter  was  fo  much  alarmed  by  his  decKning 
health,  that  (he  infifted  on  being  his  conj- 
panioß. 

Mrs.  de  Lille  was  inexpreffibly  grieved 
by  her  departure ;  but  confoled  herfelf  with 
the  re^eflion,  that  perhaps  her  fon  inight 
meet  with  her  on  his  travels ;  or  at  all 
events,  if  flie  married  a  foreigner,  the  eftate, 
which  formed  her  greateft  attraction,  would 
reveft  to  her  own  family.  From  this  period, 
however,  fhe  grew  more  and  more  diffatis- 
fied  with  her  hufband  and  herfelf.  Vallancy 
.  became  the  objeft  of  her  moft  bigotted  at- 
tachment. She  talked  of  him  continually, 
and  her  eulogies  were  always  accompanied 
.by  a  difdainful  glance  at  the  innocent 
Cordelia. 

A  few  days  after  Adela's  deparlure,  Cor- 
delia was  cheered  by  the  fight  of  Mifs  Glad- 
win,  who,  though  no  longer  admitted  to 
the  vicarage,  continued  her  annual  vifit  to 
Beachdalej  where  fhe  had  found  an  afyluin 
of  peace  and  content  for  an  old  lady  fhe 
was  accuftomed  to  call  her  proteg^e,  and  was 

th^ough 
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throiigb  her  raeans,  admiited  as  a  boarder  to 
the  family  of  a  wealthy  farmer,  refiding  in' 
the  village.  Mifs  Gladwin  was  cordialiy  in- 
Vited  to  Vflllancy  houfe,  where  flie  at  firll 
amufed  Mrs.  De  Lille  with  her  eccentriclties, 
as  iTiuch  as  by  her  Tponlaneous  adiniration 
ine  fiattered  her  hulband  ;  whilft  Cordelia 
was  inore  happy  than  fhe  could  exprefs,-  to 
converfe  with  one  who  correfponded  vviih 
Mrs.  Bruce,  and  fometinics  received  a  few 
lines  from  Aitamont. 

^  TKe  genial  influence  of  joy  called  up  to 
her  countenance  fo  niany  nameiefs  chai-ms 
of  animation,  that  De  Lille,  meeiing  lierjult 
after  ifae  had  parted  from  Celia  in  the  park, 
could  not  help  exciaiming, 

*'  Cordelia,  bow  aftonifliingly  you  are  im- 
•'  proved  fince  your  retum  to  England !  You 
**  are  now  teo  titnes  more  beautiful  than 
**  your  mother  ever  was." 

-  Cordelia  feit  her  heart  beat  at  this  unex- 
peäed  compÜment,  for  flie  thought  how 

'  nuich  flie  fhould  like  to  he  now  feen  by 
Herbert. 

E  6  Her 
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Her  fether,  tapping  her  cheek,  faid,  **  Play 
««  your  Cards  well,  and  you  ihall  be  a  vif- 
"  countefs/' 

"  A  vifcountefs,  Sir  ?" 

**  It  will  be  ftrange  indeed,  if  you  are 
**  not  preferred  to  Adela." 

Cordelia  now  comprehending  his  mean- 
ing,  faid  very  ferioufly,  *'  Heaven  forbid,  I 
" ,  Ihould  ever  interfere  with  t}^e  happinefs 
*'  of  one  I  love."  > 

**  Pooh,  don*t  you  know  fhe  is  rieh,  and 
^^  may  have  the  peerage  at  her  feet;  but 
"  you,  Cordelia,  have  no  fortune,  and  mine 
^*  depends  on  contingency .* ' 

At  this  fpeech  fhe  caft  down  her  eyes, 
abaflied  and  filent. 

**  How  nowjgirl,  are  you  angry  with  your 
'^  father,  for  wifhing  to  fee  you  a  peerefs  P''* 

"  Ah,  Sir,  angry  is  not  the  word.I  can 
"  ever  ufe  with  you.** 

"  But  you  are  difpleafed,  Cordelia.'* 

^'  I  was  grieved,  Sir,**  flie  hefitated  for  a 
moment ;  then  raifing  her  eyes,  added  with 
gentle  firmnefs,  *'  I  would  not,  for  the  world^ 

"be 
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*'  be  acceflbry  to  the  difappointraent  of  one  , 
*'  who  loves  yoii." 

"  Why,  ftie  loves  not  you,  Cordelia." 

"  Lei  nie  at  leaft  be  grateful  to  her  f 
•'  your  fake." 

*'  Well,  well,  do  not  be  fo  pathetic ;  1 
*'  only  nieant  a  little  pleafantry."  ( 

"  No,"  cried  flie  eagerly,  "  I  am  füre 
**  you  did  not." 

*'  Bat  fuppofing  I  had  been  ferious,  whad ' . 
"  then,  Cordelia?" 

Too  fincere  to  diflemble,  flie  retumed  no 
anfwer.  De  Lille,  flinging  from  her  con- 
temptuoufly,  added  with  a  farcaftic  fmile, 
"  i  fuppofe  you  meant  to  renounce  your 
*'  father.  Thanks  to  Mr.  Bruce  and  his  piöus 
*•  wife,  for  having  filled  your  Jiead  with  fuch 
•*  puritanical  vagaries.  Pity  but  you  were 
**  a  catholic,  to  be  canonized." 

Here,  to  the  infinite  relief  of  Cordelia,  the 
converfation  was  interrupted  by  the  appear- 
ance  of  Sir  Frederick  Mowbray,  who  was  one 
of  the  few  vifitors  always  welcomed  to  Val- 
lancy  hoüfe.  This  gentleman,  who  was  now 
little 
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little  more  than  thirty,  had  inarned  in  early 
life  a  woman  of  falhion,  from  whom  he  was 
foon  obliged  to  feparate.  Refpedk  for  her 
connexions,  or  regard  for  his  own  intereft^, 
prevented  his  feeking  a  divorce.  To  divert 
his  chagrin,  he  had  plunged  into  political 
intrigues,  and  for  fori^e  time  acquitted  him- 
felf  with  refpeftability  in  a  poft  of  fome 
eminence.  -» 

By  a  change  of  adminiftration,  he  was 
obliged  to  retreat  from  public  life  ;  and  in 
this  interval  of  leifure  returned  to  St.  Quin- 
tin's  abbey,  which  was  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Beachdale.  It  was  here  he  renewed  his 
acquaintance  with  Baron  Röuvigny,  to  whom 
he  was  related  ;  and  who,  anticipating  his 
owndiflblutionjinduced  his  daughter  to  nanie 
him  as  her  guardian,  Sir  Frederic  accepted 
the  truft,  and  was  in  confequence  almoft 
confidered  as  a  part  of  the  family.  Without 
being  brilliant,  he  had  mach  of  the  fpirit  of 
fociety,  and  was  univerfally  acceptable  to  his 
acquaintance.  He  had  the  happy  art  of 
putting  people  in  good  humour  with  them- 

felves. 
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felves*  He  was  every  where  difmifled  with 
praife,  anä  by  every  one  greeted  with  com- 
placency.  Since  he  bad  been  eleöed  the 
guardian  of  Mifs  Rouvigny,  he  had  aflfefted 
to  confider  her  as  bis  pupil.  Every  morning 
Jie  had  fome  book  to'read,  fome  drav/ings 
to  criticife,  or  fome  mufic  to  corredl ;  and 
.Cordelia  Ihared  in  bis  inftruflions,  and  at 
leaft  divided,  if  fhe  did  not  engrofs  bis 
attentions, 

The  fight  of  Sir  Frederic  Mowbray  was 
at  any  time  fufficient  to  reftore  De  Lille  to 
good  huniour ;  he  therefore  inftaatly  re- 
fumed  his  fmiles,  whilft  Cordelia,  unwilling 
to  betray  her  agitation,  haftily  withdrew  to 
her  chan\ber  to  meditate  and  weep.  She 
was  convinced  that  her  father  really  meant 
what  he  had  faid  of  Vallancy ;  fhe  feit 
afliamed  and  afflided  for  his  fake ;'  flie  ftrug- 
gled  in  vain  to  think  him  worthy  of  efteem 
and  confidence.  A  fecret  terror  oppreft  her 
innocent  heart ;  (hetrembied,  left  (he  fhould 
have  admitted  fome  improper  fufpicion,  or 
harboured   fome   unfilial  fentiment.      She 

determined 
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determined  to  compenfate,  as  far  as  poffible, 
by  fubmiflion,  for  the  involuntary  failure 
of  aflfeftion ;  and  fhe  longed  to  fhew  at- 
tention where  fhe  could  not  compel  reve- 
rence. 

For  fome  days,  therdfore,  after  this  inter- 
view (he  eagerly  waited  for  her  father's  com- 
mands,  and  anticipated  his  wifhes ;  fhe  pre- 
fented  his  favourite  flowers^  and  played  what- 
ever  air  or  leflbn  fhe  had  heard  him  approve  ; 
but  De  Lille  was  too  much  offended  to  afford . 
her  the  fatisfaöion  fhe  coveted  ;  his  vanity 
was  wounded;  fhe  had  infliöed  a  pang  on 
his  egotifm  by  manifefting  her  regard  for 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruce,  to  whom  he  grudged 
even  that  efteem  he  thought  not  worth  the 
trouble  to  purchafe.  Scornfully,  therefore, . 
didhe  rejeft  all  her  filent  pleadings,  her  ami- 
able  advances  to  reconciliation  ;  when  fhe-, 
pradifed  his  favourite  leflbns,  he  turned, 
away  in  ungracious  filence,  or  addrefled 
her  with  a  farcaftic  look  as  Saint  Cordelia. 
Mrs.  De  Lille  perceiving  his  füllen  eftrange- 
ment,  without  gueffing  the  caufe^  became, 

fhe 


fhe  knew  not  why,  difpofed  to  treat   her 
with  raore  kindnt;fs  and  complacency. 

Sir  Frederic,  enteriiig  one  day  and  per- 
ceiving  her  unufual  dejeftion,  took  occa- 
fion  to  urge  her  to  devote  more  lime  to 
mufic. 

"  Sir,"  faid  De  Lille,  "  fhe  fcorns  the 
'*  garaut ;  nothing  fatisfies  her  but  daiSyles 
"  änd  fpondees.  Woutd  you  believe  it?  flie 
*'  feeks  folitude,  not  to  improve  in  any  ele- 
**  gant  accomplilhmentj  but  to  pore  over 
**  a  dead  language." 

"  Indeed,  Sir,"  replied  Cordelia,  affecling 
to  fnüle,  "  I  do  not  think  you  can  prove 
**  that  allegation." 

**  Did  I  not  deteä  you  yefterday  in  ex- 
•*  plaining  a  mufty  epitaph?" 

Here  he  looked  at  his  wife,  from  whom 
he  expeÖed  the  moft  cordial  fupport,  well 
knowing  with  what  antipathy  ihe  always 
fpoke  of  3  learned  lady.  To  his  furprize  flie 
was  filent,  and  Sir  Frederic  faid  he  Ihould 
be  proud  if  he  might  there  alfo  be  permitted 
to  aflift  her  ftudies. 

"  Why 
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"  Why  furely  you  would  not  recommend 


*'  her  to  wafte  her  bloom  in  fuch  unprofit- 
able purfuits  !'* 
Confider,  ray-  dear  De  Lille,  you  have 
"  fo  much  of  her  countenahce,  that  fhe  may 
"  be  pardoned  for  ftealing  forae  of  your 
«  mindr 

De  Lille  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  this  com- 
pliment  that  he  remitted  his  difplcafurej 
and  faid  he  (hould  be  fatisfied  whenever  fhe 
was  with  Sir  Frederic  Mowbray. 

Scarcely  was  this  caufe  difmifled,  when  a 
fervant  entered  with  a  letter  to  De  Lille, 
which  appeared  to  caufe  him  no  fmall  dif- 
turbance ;  it  was  neither  very  elegantly 
folded  nor  very  legibly  direfted  ;  *'  Wbo 
"  brought  this?'*  "A  poor  boy,  Sir.** 
*'  And  what  is  become  of  him  ?"  *'  He 
"  went  away  direftly^  Sir/'  De  Lille,  who 
by  this  time  had  broken  open  the  feal, 
changed  colour,  but  carelefsly  faying, 
"  I  fee,  *tis  an  applicatiön  for  charity," 
put  it  into  his  pocket,  in  evident  per- 
plexity. 
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'  If  !t  was  an  applicacion  for  charity,"  ob- 
k  ferved  bis  wife,  "  it  is  fomewhat  flrange  the 

■  boy  ftiould  go    without  waiting  for  an 

■  anfwer."  "  If — "  retorced  De  Lille,  with 
i  unguarded  vehemence,  "  ic  is  impoffible  I 

■  ßiould  be  miftaken  in  its  Contents  j"  and 
I  rifing,  he  went  to  the  window  in  evident 
I  difpleafure.  Mr^.  De  Lille  threw  on  him  a 
'  glange  füll  of  fufpicion  mingied  with  anxiety. 

Cordelia  was  alarined  by  his  unufual  embar- 

raffment.  Sir  Frederic  had  tiioughtoftwenty 

Lqueftions  lo  change  thefubjeft,  without  pro- 

'  nouncing  one,  when  the  door  opened,  and 

Mrs.'Gladwin  appeared,    her  eyes  radiant 

with  joy,   and  every  mafcle  moving  with 

delight.     She  had  ju{t  receiveda  letterfrom 

Mrs.  Bruce,  to  which  was  fubjoined  a  poft- 

fcript  from  Altamont.   "  They  are  all  well," 

cried  flie,   "  and  oh !  Mrs.  De^Lille,  love 

**  my  Herbert,  for  he  has  faved  your  fon*8 

"  life  ?" — "  My  fon,  good  heavens!  and 

**  when    was  my  fon's   life  in    danger?'* 

,  "  Oh  !  going  on  the  water  in  a  boat  the 

"  other  day,  he  feil  into  it,  and  had  not 

•'  Alta- 
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*'  Altamont,  who  fwims  like  Julius  Gaefar, 
''  jumped  into  the  water  after  him,  he  muft. 
^*  have  been  drowned  j  oh !  truft  me,  Alta- 
'•  mont  will  be  a  great  man.**  Then  tuming 
abruptly  to  De  Lilie,  (he  begged  to  have  sr 
few  moments  converfation  witb  him;  he 
readily  afiented  to  her  reqüefl,  too  happy 
to  efcape  from  the  lynx-eyed  fufpicbn  that 
bad  thrown  him  into  fuch  confufion.    • 

Mrs.  De  Lille  could  now  think  and  talk 
only  of  Vallancy,  and  flie  was  ever  fluent  in 
bis  praife.  Sir  Frederic  affented,  but  Cor- 
delia was  filent,  for  fhe  was  mufing  on  her 
formeip  preceptor.  In  about  half  an  hour 
Mrs.  Gladwin  retumed,  with  a  face  füll  of 
myfterious  intereft.  Mrs.  De  Lille  now  very 
naturally  turned  the  converfation  on  Adela 
Rouvigny,  obferving  that,  "  though  they 
had  never  met  fince  they  werevchildren, 
there  was  in  every  point  a  remarkable 
coincidence  between  them;  they  were  both 
lively  and  fportive ;  they  had  the  fame 
ftyle  in  their  converfation  and  letters  ; 
"  and/*  cried  Ihe,  "  it  is  really  curious, 

"  they 
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they  eveavvrite  fo  mucli  alike  lliat  I  have 
fome  liifficully  in  dHünguUhing  one  band 
from  the  other." 

MifsGIadwin  liftened  with  profound  at- 
tention, then,  fuddenly  -rüifing  her  voice,  ex- 
claimed,  "  Depend  on  ic  they  are  too  fimilaf 
to  fympathize  ;  coniraji  is  the  foul  of  har-  ■ 
mony ;  take  my  woid  for  it  he  will  fall  in 
love  with  fome  penfive  maid,  devout  and 
pure,  fome  damfel  that  looks  like  a  nun." 
Here  her  eyes  glanced  on  Cordelia,  who, 
recolle^ing  her  father's  ■oonveWätion,  co- 
loured  deeply,  and  unfortunately  niet  Mrs. 
De  Lille's  fcrutinizing  eyes  rivetted  on  her 
countenance ;  whilft  Celia,  wholly  regardlefs 
of  the  feafation  (he  had  excited,  with  a  fud- 
den  elallic  jirk,  bade  theni  good  morning, 
and  hurried  away  to  affifl:  her  old  protegee  . 
in  difpenfmg  Sims  to  fome  poor  penfioner  ; 
für  at  the  call  of  diftrefs  fhe  always  defcended 
from  her  imaginary  Olympus,  and  inftead  of 
bdng  the  fool  of  fancy,  became  the  agent  of 
charity.  That  tafle  performed,  flie  refunied 
her  original  propenfity  to  dreaming,  and,  in 
her 


94  VALSINOllE, 

her  own  mind,  created'for  thofe  flie  had  re- 
lieved  a  ftate  of  felicity  to  compenfate  for 
all  their  former  fufFerings  and  privations ; 
never  were  two  beings  more  different  than 
Celia  in  thefe  two  capacities  j  her  transfor- 
niation  was  fudden,  as  that  of  the  filk-worm 
fpinnmg  its  web,  to  the  giddy  raoth  buzzing 
in  the  fun-beäms,  and  fipping  neftar  from 
all  the  flowers  of  paradife. 

Little  did  this  benevolent  being  imagine 
that  ihe  had  lodged  a  poifoned  arrow  in 
Mrs.  De  Lille's  bofom.  Jealous  of  her  huf- 
band's  viewa  for  Cordelia,  Öie  inftantly  con^ 
ceived  that  there  was  fome  coUufion  Ke- 
tween  him  and  Celia,  to  the  exclufion  of 
Adela  Rouvigny,  Cordeüa  herfelf  was  in- 
volved  in  her  fufpicions,  and  fo  poignant 
was  her  difpleafure,  that,  forgetting  her 
nfual  difcretion,  fhe  exclaimed,  "  What 
"  paltry  artifice !  as  if  any  body  could 
•'  fuppofe  contraft  produced  fympathy. 
"  Pray,  Mifs  De  Lille,  is  it  with  fuch  dif- 
^'  quifitions  fhe  entertains  you  in  thefe  long 
"  confidential  Interviews  ?'* 

"  Depend 
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*'  Depend  on  it,"  faid  Sir  Frederic,  änxtous 

to  avert  her  indignation  from  G(vd«tia, 
"  there  is  no  ireafon  plotting  benreen 
'*  thenx," 

"  But  you  forget  (he  TWS  talloAg  Vtfmj. " 
*'  fon  Vallancy." 

"  And  of  Herbert  Altamont,"  added  Gor- 
delia,  now  anxious  to  rcmove  the  inlpreffioni 
which  (he  perceived  to  lUlTe  fu&kÜUoMn. 
De  Lilie's  mind.  '     ■ 

"  Oh,  he  was  your  tuitor  1  tb&lk:^' 
."  Yes,  myfirfl  prec^Jt^  andio  bimi 
*'  owe  the  Httte  knowleige  I  ^ffefs,  öf  that 
■*'  ianguage  my  father  has  interdided." 

*'  And  was  this  long  i^o?"  afted  Sir 
■Prederic. 

*'  Oh,  fareral  years,  but  I  have  not  qiiite 
**  foj^otten  his  inttruöions." 

**  Your  firll  preceptor  has  been  moft  for- 
*•  tunate,  in  making  his  words  indelible." 
>         "  Was  my  fon  alfo  your  tutor  ?" 
•*  Oh,-  never." 

"  He  fet  you  no  lalk,  troubled  you  with  ~ 
"  no  correflions?" 

■      "  He 
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"  He  never  troubled  himfelf  abbut  nie  j 

'  **  and  to  confefs  the  truth,  I  envied  him 

"  a  little,  becaufe/'-added  fhe,  colouriag  as 

flie  fpake,   "  he  was  always  with  Herbert." 

'Mrs.  De 'Lille  was  charmed  with  this  in- 
genoufnefs,  tili  fufpicion  whilpered  thal 
this  might  all  be  artifice.  Sir  Frederic 
looked  grave;  and  Cordelia  fearing,  flie 
fcarcely  *kilew  why,  that  fhe  had  faid  too 
much,  v/as  again  filent. 

*'  It  IS  very  extraordinary,"  faid  Mrs.  De 
Lille,  "  how  Vallancy  could  have  taken  fach 
*'  a  prejudice  to  Adela.*' 

"  Let  him  but  fee  and  know  her,"  cried 
Cordelia,  her  eyes  fparkling  with  generous 
animation,  "  and  it  muft  be  fubdued.  They 
"  are  formed  to  pleäfe  each  other/* 

"  So  then,"  faid  Sir  Frederic,  "  you  do 
"  not  fubfcribe  to  your  friend's  creed  of 
*'  contraries  in  love.'* 

«  Oh,  no.'*' 

^'  And  is  that  prompt  decifionfröm  iheory 
"  or  experience  ?'* 

She 
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I  She  was  again  embarraffed  j  for  both  her 
I  companions  looked  as  if  they  would  have 
l.dived  into  her  foul ;  though  fhe  happily 
levaded  the  queftion.  ■  "  From  intuition,  I 
I  •'  beüeve,  furely,  one  wams  for  this  no  pre- 
I  "  cept."  HeretheentraoceofSirFrederic's 
rretation,  Mr.  Quinrin,  an  old  bachelor,  who 
I  had  for  fome  years  occupied  apartments  in 
Ithe  abbey,  which  he  enriched  with  genea- 
I  logical  ti[les,  fufpended  a  converfaiion  which 
r  began  with  perplexity,  and  ended  in  diffatis- 
iääion  to  all  parties.  ^sJ 
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CHiyPTER  VI: 

L|^ÜO]\I  that  day^  Fancy  was  bufy  ia 
Vallancy  houfe;  not  in  creating  vi^ 
lions  of  hope  and  faappinefs,  but  in 
raifing  pbantoms  invidious  to  ccmfidence» 
ztkGdoviy  and  ^felicity.  Mrs.  De  Lille  now 
attribated  the  private  Conferences  between 
Mrs.  Gladwin  and  her  hufband  to  fome 
finifter  öbjeä: ;  and  ihe  was  perfuaded  he 
had  an  air  of  unufual  reftraint  and  em> 
barraffment :  he  was  often  eftranged  from 
his  family  on  the  pretext  of  bufinefs,  in 
which  they  ^yere  not  allowed  to  participate; 
and  even  when  at  home,  he  was  fonder  of 
folitude  than  focietv.  When  Mrs.  Glad- 
win  returned  to  London,  he  was  gallant 
enough  to  accompany  her ;  and  he  even 
remained  in  the  mötropolis  fome  days  with- 
out  afEgning  any  motive  for  fuch  a  pro- 
cedure.     About  the  fame  titne,   an  eftate 
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contiguous  to  Vallancy  houfe,  was  to  be 
fold  by  private  contrafl:.  It  was  fuddenly 
difpofed  of ;  and  with  fuch  fecrecy,  that  it 
was  not  ktiown  who  was  the  purchafer ; 
though  as  De  Lille  frequently  rode  near  the 
premifes,  it  was  conjeftured  iii  the  neigli^ 
bourhöod  that  he'  had  an  intereft  in  the 
property.  This  report  never  reached  M^rs. 
De  I.iljc,  who  too  well  knew  the  ftate  of 
her  huiband's  finances,  to  have  given  it 
any- credit :  but  (he  was  difturbed  by  the 
difcovery  that  he  frequented  the  Orange^ 
the  reiidence  of  Mrs.  Gladvvin's  protegSe^ 
iii  her  abfence.  Whoevcr  Is  difpofed  to 
difcover  myfteries,  will  eafily  find  them  in 
the  nioft  fimple  occurrence ;  and  Mrs. 
De  Lille  was  now  prefented  with  another 
ignis  fatuus  of  fancy,  vi'hich  ca^jfed  her 
niore  uneafinefs  than  any  prÄ^judig  cir- 
cumflance.  De  Lille  would  frequently 
ride  out  alone ;  and  Ihe  obferved  that  he 
either  went  at  day-break,  or  returned  at 
twilight :  her  vigilance  was  roufed,  and  fhe 
•endeavoured  tq  trace  his  fteps,  but  all  her 

F  2  efforts 
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efforts  proved  abortive;  ihe  could  only 
.  conceive  from  the  fhort  interval  of  his 
abfence,  that  the  fpot  he  vißted  was  not 
far  diftant,  as  his  horfe  always  retunied 
without  exhibiting  any  (igns  of  fatigue. 
She  recolleded  the  letter,  and  the  em- 
barraflment  it  had  occafioned  in  her  huf- 
band's  countenancejjV^j/öf^  took  the  alarm^ 
and  the  image  of  fome  cherifhed  miftrefs 
was  ihftantly  before  her  eyes;  but  then 
fufpicion  recalled  her 'former  conjeöures  on 
the  nature  of  his  confidential  Conferences 
with  Mrs.  Gladwin ;  and  fhe  wa»  again. 
haunted  by  the  chimera,  that  her  fon  was 
by  fome  mifchievous  device  to  bjj^enfnared 
for  Cordelia, 

•  If  Mrs.  De  Lille  was  thus  haraflfed  with 
vifionary  fufpicions,  Sir  iFrederic  Mowbray 
was  ftill  ^^re  cruelly  tortured  by  fantaftic 
jealoufy ;  at  the  commencement  of  his 
acquaintance  with  the  De  Liiles,  he  had 
confidered  Cordelia  only  as  a  pretty  girl, 
more  interefting,  but  lefs  attraöive  than 
Mifs  Rouvigny.     But  in    the  progrefs    of 

mtl. 
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intimacy,  he  had  difcovered  in  her  fo  many 
fine  and  noble  qualities,  fuch  fuperior 
talents  united  wilh  fach  modeft  fimplicity, 
that  llie  infenfibly  becamc  bis  fupreme 
objeä  j  and  he,  who  but  two  years  before, 
had  ihought  nothing  in  the  world  worth 
iiving  für  but  ambition,  was  now  ready  to 
renounce  even  ambirion  for  love.  Seniible 
"of  his  own  pafTion,  he  was  now  anxious  to 
infpire  in  Cordelia  a  correfponding  fentl- 
jnent;  not  that  he  had  formed  any  de- 
liberate  plan  of  feduftion,  he  fancied  he 
fought  only  to  occupy  the  6rfl:  place  in  her 
aiFeäions  ;  to  guard  the  pafles  of  her  heart  $ 
to.  preferve  it  from  any  unworthy  intruder. 
By  degrees  his  views  were  extended.  He 
refleded  not  on  the  cruelty  of  attaching  a 
girl  to  whom  he  could  form  nö  honourable 
pretenfions}  his  pal&on  was  ardent,  btit 
not  generous ;  and  fo  fax  was  he  from  com- 
miferatmg  the  too  obvious  djfcomforts 
attending  her  fituation,  that  he  fecretly 
felicitated  himfelf  on  a  circumftaoce,  which 
readered  her  almoft  dependent  on  his  fo-  ^ 
F  3  dety 
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ciety  for  enjoyment.  With  triumph,  there- 
fore,  he  (aw  her  expofed  to  caprice  on  one 
fide,  and  ill  humour  on  the  otber :  happy 
to  engrofs  to  himfelf  the  privilegfe  of  con- 
fulting  her  tafle,  and  difpenfing  her 
pleafuries.  It  was  impoflible  that  any  man 
ihould  be  more  infidious;  and  however 
correft  her  princlples,  Cordelia  might  have 
hazarded  her  tranquillity,  but  for  the  pre- 
poffeffion  her  fancy  ftill  cheriflied  for  her 
iirfl:  preceptor.  It  was  not  long  betöre 
fl^e  evinced  the  tenacity  of  her  recolleäions^ 
in  a  manner  that  fenfibly  mortified  her 
prefent  monitor.  One  mgrning,  when  tbey 
were  reading  together,  tbft  defcription  of 
Agrippina's  retum  to  Rome,  prefenting  the 
um  which  contained  the  aflies  of  Ger- 
manicus^  Cordelia  tranflated  th^  pailage 
with  fuch  fpirit  and  propriety,  that  he 
could  not  help  expreffing  his  impaffioned 
admiration.  She  received  the  praife  with 
undifguifed  pleafure,  obferving  with  a 
fmile.     "  For  once  you  are  juftj   thofe  are 

^'  the 
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"  the   very  words  I    heard  from  Herbert 
."  Aliamont." 

*'  And  can  you  fo  long  remember  the 
*'  very  words  ?" 

"  I  remember  every  thing  that  paffed  at 
**  the  Vicarage,  becaufe  I  was  more  happy 
Lf*  there,  than  I  (hall  ever  perhaps  be  again." 
{  Had  (he  ftudied  to  be  malignanc,  fte 
could  not  have  inSiäed  more  pain.  Sir 
Frederic  abridged  bis  leffon,  and  retumed 
home,  almoft  refolving  to  think  her  un- 
worthy  of  bis  paffion  ;'  but  unluckily  for  bis 
heroifm,  he  foimd  a  letter  which  apprifed 
liftn  (tf  Lüdy  Mowbföy^  lll  heahh ;  flietaM 
loag  purfu^  her  tritd  <aaee^  of  f<^tita 
the  cOBci&ent,  and  was  aow  ähläted  toffiti 
S{a  «iih  Uttle  cbance  of  recovery.  ^ 
Frederic  hurried  back  to  Vallancy  höttf^, 
as  if  he  had  wUhed  to  apologife  to'  C&Vm 
deSa.  for  the  decifion  he  had  k  ktely 
meditated  againft  her.  By  a  ftrahge  Bub- 
tuadon  of  feeling,  the  prepofleffion  which 
had  before  irritated  his  pride,  now  foftetfed 
equally  his  hopes  and  bis  lov«^  be  was 
F  4  almoll 
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almoft  pleafed  to  deteOt  the  latent  fen- 
fibilities  of  a  heart,  of  which  he  trufted  he 
jDbould  foon  become  the  undifputed  maften 
Yet  he  Hill  detefted  the  name  of  Altamont ; 
and  flill,  with  a  perverfenefs  that  could 
only  be  explained  by  paflion,  was  always 
introducing  fome  fubjed  to  bring  him  to 
her  remembrance. 

Döring  all  thefe  fevere'  confiids,  he  was 
cautious  not  to  betray  the  weaknefs  to  which 
he  was  but  too  fenfible.  He  had  thus  to 
perform  a  double  taik  of  vigilance,  and  was 
not  at  more  pains  to  watch  her  movements 
than  to  guard  his  own.  Concealment  in- 
creafed  his  natural  difpafition  to  jealoufy ; 
and  when  he  faw  her  in  Company,  he  ob* 
ferved  her  as  a  fpy ;  he  grudged  every  fmile 
that  was  not  direded  to  himfelf,  and  envied 
every  man  who  was  at  liberty  to  addrefs 
ihen  If  he  was  abfent  from  Beachdale,  if 
.he  fpent  but  a  few  days  without  feeing  her, 
on  his  return  he  approached  the  houfe  with 
fuperftitious  awe,  the  image  of  fome  new 
rival  conftantly  difturbing  his  peace.     Nor 

was 
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was  it  tili  he  had  fcrudnized  her  looks  and 

•  ■  •     ■ 

worddy  that  he  regain^«  his  comphcency ; 
ibr  hncj  faggefted  that  flie  could  not  Igove 
recenred^  aziy  impreffion  bf  which  he  flioiild 
ntit  difcoTer  fome  traces  in  her  countenante. 
"In  the  mean-while,  Cordela  was  everj 
day  lefs  happy  in  her  home.  Front  her 
fäffierihe  feldoni  recdVied  read  kkidnefe; 
'  if  her  ftep-mother  fhe  was  treated»  ac« 
cording  to  the  fluÄuätiön  of  thkt  ladrli 
fidhi^,  with  compIaceAq^  or  fofpicibn,  with 
fiidiSerence  or  atrerfiön. ' 

XJnfortunately,  Mrs.  De  Lille  had  been  fo 
long  accuftomed  to  look  for  myfteries,  that 
fhe  now  fancied  (he  detefted  them  in  the 
moft  trivial  circumftance.  Even  the  omif- 
fion  of  Mrs.  Gladwin's  accuftomed  vifit  in 
the.  fpring,  though  fufEciently  explained  by 
her  being  engaged  to  vifit  fomefriendsin  Cum- 
berland,  prefented  her  with  a  new  fubjeft  of ' 
fpeculation.  She  brooded  over  it  a  week, 
and  it  would  probably  have  occupied  her 
mind  for  a  much  longer  period,  had  (he  not 
learnt  from  one  of  her  foreign  correfpon- 

•      F  5  dehts. 
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de&ts,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  her 
fon,  and,  unknowa  to  him,  obferved  all  bis 
movements,*  that  Vallancy  was  about  to  re« 
tum  fo  England,  avowedly  to  take  a  feat  ia 
parliament.  As  Mrs.  De  Lille  left  notiiixig 
to  Chance»  fhe  inftantly  imputed  this  refo- 
lution  to  her  hufband's  contrivance>  not 
doubting  that  he  nGieant  to  tak«  advantage 
of  Mife  Rouvigny's  abfence,  to  recommend 
bis  own  daughter  Cordelia. 

She  was  coUeding  all  her  refentment, 
when  jan  event  occurred  which  flie  could  not 
poffibly  afcribe  to  human  agency.  Her  bro- 
ther,  Barofi  Rouvigny,  died  at  the  Spa,  and 
her  niece,  though  for  the  prefent  Ihe  re^ 
mained  under  the  protedion  of  a  moft  re- 
fpeöable  Englifh  family,  only  waited  for 
a  prope,r  efcort  to  return  to  her  native 
country. 

Mrs.  De  Lille  fhed  fome  few  natural 
tears  on  her  brother's  death,  and  was  foothed 
to  tranquillity,  tili  it  occurred  tö  her  that 
Mifs  Rouvigny  would  be  acceffible  to  ad- 
mirers^  and  that  fome  £ngliO>inan  might 

happea 
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happen  to  engage  her  affeftions.    This  un- 

lucky  fuggeftion  at  once  baniflied  Ileep  and 

complacency.  She  was  tortured  with  doubts 

I  and  fears,  and  motives  and  machinations. 

iCurfl  with  the  eyes  of  Argus,  fiie  would 

f  have  added  to  thefe  the  hundred  hands  of 

Sriareus.     At  firft  flie  decldes  to  go  herfelf 

I  fty  the  Continent,  to  reclaim  her  precious 

Charge  ;    but  then  Vallancy  might   arrive 

during  her  abfence,  and  tafce  ihat  opportu- 

nity    to  fall  in  love  with    Cordelia.     She 

■might  delegate  her  duty  to  De  Lille ; —  bat 

'  Would  he  not  prejudice  Adela  againft  her 

fon  ?     She  was  ag&in  without  refource,  tili 

flie  recoUeaed  ihat  Sh-  Frederic  Mowbray, 

hj  virtue  of  being  a  married  man,  and  one 

of  Adeb's  guardians,  was,  of  all  perfons, 

the  moft  proper  to  afford  her  proteffioh. 

ÄGTs  KouTigny  was  already  provided  with 

a  chaperon  in  an  .elderly  lady,  who  equally 

vith  herfelf  was  anzious  to  (hape  her  courfe 

fbr  England. 

Here  was  a  fchäme  without  a  bat,  or 

any  other  impediment,  than  the  very  pof- 

F  6  fible 
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ilble  cdntingency  that  Sir  Frederic  mighc 
not  be  difpofed  to  affume  the  taik.  To 
obtain  his  compliance  was  now  her  only  , 
care ;  and  having  furnifhed  Herfelf  with  a 
fund  of  plaufible  reafons  to  fecond  her 
wiihes,  fhe  awaited  his  ufual  mpming  vifit 
with  a  face  drefled  in  fmiles,  and  a  heart 
devoured  with  care.  What  then  was  her 
joy,  when  the  Barone  t  fo  reädily  aflented  to 
^er  requeft,  that  he  rather  feemed  to  have 
anticipated  her  wi&es  thau  to  have  fanc- 
tioned  them.  Mrs.  De  Lille  was  now  eafy> 
fince  (he  knew  Sir  Frederic  could  not  op-  ' 
pofe  her  fon's  interefts ;  and  fhe  was  doubly 
^ratified,  fince  fhe  attributed  his  ready  com^ 
pliance  to  her  o  wn  perfonal  influence.  Like 
many  other  diviners,  fhe  overlooked  the 
probable  in  iniagining  the  pojfible ;  and, 
whilfl  fhe  wafled  her  ingenuity  in  extrava^ 
ga  conjeätures,  never  difcovered,  never 
lufpeÄed  Sir  Frederic 's  concealed  pafSon. 
She  was  little  awäre,  that  the  complaifance  " 
which  had  afForded  her  fo  much  gratifica- 
tion,  was  obtained  by  the  interefl  of '  Cor- 

delia. 
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delia,  10  whom  Mifs  Rouvigny  had  diöated 
the  requeft.    At  firft  Sir  Frederic  hefitated ; 
inentioned  the  circumftance  of 'Lady  Mow- 
bray's  being  at  the  Spa  as  an  infuperable 
objection ;  but  perceiving  the  chagrin  ex« 
prefled  in  his  young  friend's  countenance^ 
he  foftened  his  fentence ;  intimated  that  this 
fcruple  might  be  öbviated  ;  that  it  was  pof« . 
fible  to  keep  Her  Ladyfhip  in  ignorance  of 
his  excurfion ;  and  then,  unable  to  reiift  the 
temptation  to  infpire  in  Cordeh'a  fome  of 
that  gratitude  fhe  fo  often  plx)feffed  to  feel 
for  Herbert  Altamont,  he  fignified  his  wilU 
ing  acquiefcence. 

Cordeli?i  was  left  in  doubt  of  his  favour« 
able  decifion,  when  Ihe  learnt  from  Mrs. 
De  Lille  how  promptly  it  was  made;  though 
tpo  modeifl  to  mention  her  own  interference, 
ihe  could  not  but  feel  flattered  by  the  fecret 
convidtiön  that  it  was  extorted  by  her  fo- 
licitation.  She  was  equally  charnied  with 
his  dejicacy  in  tränsferring  to  Mrs*  De  Lille 
the  burthen  of  the  Obligation;  and  when 
fbe  faw  bim  again,  fhe  looked  her  gratitude, 

and 
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and  faid,  in  her  fofceft  accent,  <^  Thi$  is  in- 
"  deed  to  be  a  guardian  and  a  friend/* 

Sir  Frederic  was  enchanted,  yet  already 
repented  of  bis  facility.  He  participated  i» 
Mrs.  De  Lille's  alarms  for  Vallancy  y  he 
imagined  he  might  arrive  in  his  abfence ;: 
he  fuppofed  it  probable  he  would  be  ac^ 
companied  by  Altamont.  £ach  excited  hk 
jealoufy :  the  felfiOi  paifion  of  fear  abforiied^ 
even  his  love ;  and  fuccefs  was  dearer  t6 
him  than  the  being  to  whom  he  looked  ferl 
happinefs.  The  image  of  Cordelia  ftretched^ 
on  the  bed  of  death  was  lefs  dreadful  thaa- 
the  idea  of  a  favoured  and  triumphant  rival. 
Diftraded  with  thefe  felf-created  chimeras, 
he  was  about,  not^to  retract  his  word,  but 
to  contrive  fome  ftratagem  to  excufe  its  ao 
complHhment,  when  De  Lille  happened  to 
inform  him,  that  he  was  himfelf  going  on 
particular  bufinefs  to  London^  and  that  his 
wife  and  daughter  meant  to  pay  a  vifit  to  an 
old  retired  family  in  Kent.  This  intelligence 
was  decifive ;  and  fince  he  muft  at  any  rate . 
be  feparated  from  Cordelia^  he  refolved  to 

fulfil 
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fulfii  his  engagement.  On  reflexion,  too» 
he  was  comforted  by  the  confideraticmy 
that  ihould  fhe  even  remaln  in  Beacbdale, 
ihe  would  probably,  during  her  father's 
abfeace^  converfe  with  no  other  man  than 
his  öld  friend  and  inmate  Quintin^  who  was 
not  a  perfonage  to  create  alarm  even  in  a 
jealous  lover.  Tall  and  thm,  this  dignified 
fedufe  was  of  a  moft  fubacid  afpeä,  and  fo 
prone  to  ominous  denunciadons,  that  Val« 
laacy  ufed  to  fay  of  him,  he  muft  either 
make  an  end  of  the  world  or  the  miniftry, 
before  he  could  fwallow  a  comfortable 
breakfaft. 

Yet  was  he  not  really  ill  natured  :  though 
he  railed  at  mankind,  he  was  incapable  of 
malice  to  one  human  being.  The  gall  on 
his  lips  flowed  not  from  any  bitter  fource ; 
his  fpleen  came  not  from  the  heart  but  the 
fancy.  A  life  of  leifure  had  contributed  to 
create  thofe  phantafma  which  haunted  his 
mind.  He  had  received  a  liberal  education, 
but  was  either  too  indolent  or  too  faftidious 
^0  attach  himfelf  to  any  profeffionj  and, 

after 
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after  confuming  his  beft  days  in  habits  of 
lounging,  was  at  length,  by  an  exertion  of 
family  intereft,  prefented  to  an  eafy  place, 
to  which  were  annexed  certain  official  cere- 
monies,  highly  acceptable  to  his  tafte  JFor 
pageantry,  and  but  little  interfering  with 
his'love  of  eafe, 

But  alas !  the  revolutions  of  empires  have 
too  often  fubverted  the  happinefs  of  indi« 
viduals.  The  minifler  was  hurled  from  his 
throne,  and  with  him,  like  his  friend  Sir  Fre- 
deric, overwhelmed  in  his  fall,  wa^Mr.  Quin- 
tin*  Yet,  as  the  raven  ftill  clings  to  the  oak 
(though  proftrate  on  the  earth)  in  which  he 
has  fo  long  preferved  his  cherifhed  neft,  fo, 
even  after  this  political  concuffion,  did  Mn 
Quintin  ftill  fill  in  fancy  that  little  crevice  of 
government  in  which  he  had  acquitted  him- 
felf  with  fo  much  fatisfaftion  and  felf-impor- 
tance.  That  epoch  was  ftill  confecrated  to 
memory,  as  the  one  *^  ere  England's  woes 
"  began  }**  and  his  conftant  folace  was  in 
denouncing  ftiame  and  prediöing  ruin  on 
all  fucceeding  parliaments,  all  future  ad- 
rniniftrations. 

For 
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For  the  lafl  len  years  he  faul  quietly  re-. 
pofed  from  cares  and  chagrins,  in  St.Quin- 
_tin*s  abbey  ;  where  it  was  his  chief  amufe- 
^inent  to  coKeft  raaterials  for  a  body  of  he- 
iValdry,  tö  vindicate  the  caufe  of  decayed 
geniry.  In  ihis  long  interval  of  ruftication 
he  was  noi  weaned  from  the  court,  and  was 
apt  to  allude  to  the  glory  in  which  he  had 
partidpated,  whenever  he  honoured  his 
country  neighbours  with  his  Company.  He 
bcaflied  that  he  had  attended  on  His  Ma- 
jefly's  peribn,  and  his  heart  expanded  at 
the  thought.  He  repeated  this  fo  often, 
there  cguld  be  no  doubt  of  the  fa£t,  though  - 
what  poft  he  hetd,  the  recoUeSion  of  which 
was  fo  confolatory,  canoot  be  divulged. 
It  may  falrly  be  fuppdfed  to  have  included 
no  Teryonerous  refponfibility  ;  its  import- 
ance  was  perhaps  derived  from  the  a^ivity 
of  his  own  elaftic  miod  ;  and  fancj  fo  cotn- 
mooly  magnified  the  impreffions  of  me- 
mory,  that  whenever  he  expatiated  on  the 
grandeur  of  the  court,  or  the  majeßy  of  the 
pariiament,  in  which  the  minifterand  his" 
friends 
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friends  ufed  to  appear  with  bag  wigs  and 
fwords  in  gala  coftume ;  or  wheneyer  he  def- 
canted  on  the  beauty  of  the  ladies,  and  the 
gallantry  of  their  admirers  ;  he  kindled  with 
his  theme,  he  gathered  energy  from  hb 
own  expreflions,  tili  he  had  unconfcioufljr 
infufed  into  the  defcription  the  Tomantic 
magnificence  of  the  third  Edward  and  hfe 
glorious  cavaliers.  The  tradition  of  his  luuv 
ratives  went  forth^  and  impreflfed  with  nuup- 
yellous  refpeä:  the  aboriginal  inhabicants  oJF 
Beachdale.  The  boys  leamt  to  makö  t&is&r 
loweft  bow  to  the  envied  man  who  had  coh» 
verfed  fatniliarly  with  his  fovereigh,  and 
could  talk  from  morning  to  night  of  king^ 
and  princes.  The  girls  contemplated  him 
with  ftill  greater  reverence.  Fancy  was 
aftive  as  fame ;  and  at  the  fight  of  good  cid 
Mr,  Quintin,  the  fimpleft  being  in  Beach* 
dale  tacitly  confeffed  her  magic  influence* 


CHAPTER    VII. 

'T'HE  wind  is  fair,  ihe  fun  flioots  his  firft  ■ 

golden  rays  on  the  ocean ;  Altamont 
and  fiis  friend,  mounting  the  deck,  difcem 
the  fliores  of  England. 

*'  Yet  another  hour,"  cried  the  impatielK  < 
Valiancy,  "  ere  we  (hall  reach  land.  Al- 
"  tamont,  will  you  bet  with  me  ihat  the 
*'  Incognita  is  arrived  before  us  ?  Alta- 
*'  mont  —  no  ;  I  beg  pardon  for  addrefling 
*'  you  by  that  name  j  you  fliall  ftiil  be  VaU 
"  lancy — I  at  leaft  muft  yet  be  Altamont." 

"  You    have  a   ftrange   fancy   for  my 
**  name,"  repUed  Herbert. 

**  Remember,  *tis  by  that  aJone  I  am 
**  knowu  to  the  Ina^ita." 

Valiancy  was  alluding  to  a  fportive  cuf- 

tom  of  exchanging  names  with  each  other, 

harn,  which,  in  the  cmirfe  of  their  joumey 

from 
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from  the  fouth  through  Flanders,  they  had 

pften  derived  abundant  entertainment.     A 

few  days  before,  on  their  road  to  Oftend, 

they   had  rendered  eflential   fervices  to  a 

gentleman  and  two  ladies,  who  were»  like- 

themfelves^  bound  for  England.     An  acd^ 

dent  had  happened  to  their  carriage,  which 

rendered  it  impof&ble^  they  ihould  proceed 

in  their  former  vehicle ;  they  were  tberefbre 

thankful  for  the  accommodation  affordedüf 

their  *two  countrymen,  who  thought  them« 

felves  amply  repaid  for  any  civilities;  thejr 

could  öffer  by  being  admitted  to  fuch .  foi* 

ciety.    The  gentleman  was  called  Banm 

Cromek ;  the  youngeft  of  the  ladies  was 

his  niece,  the  other  was  not  fufliciently  in- 

terefting  to  at traft  attention.    Vallancy,  who 

happened  on  that  day  to  call  himfelf  Alta- 

mont,  was  particularly  ftruck  with  the  young 

lady,  to  whom,  not  hearing  her  name,  he 

gave  the  appellation  of  his  Incognita.     On 

their  arrival  at  Oftend,  the  gentlemen  were 

invited  to  fup  with  the  Baron  and  his  fair 

companions.    Vallancy,  eager  to  cultivate 

their 
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xhtär  acquaintance,  endt;uvoured  to  afcer- 
how  long  they  would  romain  in  that 
The  Bai-on  fpoke  of  die  time  of  bis 
rture  as  uncpnain,  and  the  younger 
lady  having  exprefled  a  ftrong  defiie  to  ex- 
tend  her  joumey  to  Anlwerp,  Vallancy  in- 
ftaotly  avowed  a  fimilar  intention,  and  at 
ing  formed  an  indireö  engagement  with 
uncle  to  join  bis  parly. 
Elate  with  hope  and  expeflation,  he  re- 
tomed  to  his  own  quai:ters,  where,  in  de- 
fiance  of  all  his  frlend's  reprefentations,  he 
refolved  not  to  proceed  to  England  dl)  he 
had  difcovered  more  of  his  hicognita,  The 
Best  morning,  unwilling  to  intrude  too 
■early,  he  waited  tili  eleven  o'ciock  before 
he  öffered  to  pay  his  vifit,  büt  what  was 
his  mortification ,  when  he  found  only  a 
note  from  Baron  Cromek,  poÜtely  regret- 
ling,  that  a  circumftance  of  which  he  was 
not  previouily  aware,  obliged  him  to  pro- 
ceed immediaCely,  with  his  companions,  to 
England,  where  he  fhould  hopc  to  have  aa 
I  opportunity  of  again  thanking  him  and  his 
friend 
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friend  for  their  courtefy.     In  addition  to 
this  note^  he  had  the  vexation  to  find  tfaaf 
the  Iris  had  fet  off,  at  day-break,  for  Dun- 
kirk, whither  Vallancy,  with  the  natural 
impetuoflty  of  his  charader,  accompanied 
by  his  friend,  immediately  purfued  them« 
On  his  arrival,  he  renewed  his  enquirieB, 
but  without  fuccefs,  and  finally  embarked» 
with  the  fanguine  expe£tation  of  finding  the 
objed  of  his  purftiit  in  England. 

"  At  leaft,"  faid  he,  "  the  Incognita  is 
"  fingular  if  fhe  ihuns  me.'* 

"  Yes,  as  Vallancy,'*  repKed  Herbert, 
**  but  reraember  you  were  only  known  tp 
"  her  uncle,  as  Altaniont/' 

*'  So,  you  would  ».infinuate  that  I  am 
"  indebted  to  my  grand-fether  for  any 
"  obliging  notice  I  may  receive  fromthe 
^'  ladies.  I  believe  you  have  taken  my 
*^  charader  with  my  name,  for  that  farcafm 
*•  was  precifely  in  my  own  ftyle.'* 

*^  I  meant  it  not  as  farcafm,*'  faid  Alta- 
mont,  "  I  was  never  lefs  difpofed  fof 
♦'  raillery." 

«  H6\r 
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"  Howisthis?  Why  are  you  melancholy 
"  DG  the  day  of  your  return  to  England  ?" 
Becaufe  I  ought    Co    have    returned 
"  much  fooner." 

"  How  1  you  have  forgot,  .  you  have 
"  obeyed  the  injunäions  of  this  rayfterioua 
"  Valfinore." 

"  Talk  DO  raore  of  Valfinore :  1  difdaira 
"  romance  foT  ever." 

"  No,  no,  that's  impoffible  ;  whüfl  you 
■"  live  Altamont,  that  niufl:  be  your  extreme 
unßion." 

**  You  are  miftaken  :  I  reno'unce  all  fuch 
f  ""  chimeras,  T  have  wafted  too  much  precious 
'*'  timealreadyinthedreamsof  fancy.  There 
**  is-  no  Valfinore ;  my  myfterious  bene- 
■*'  factorcan  be  noother  ihan  Mr.De'LiUe." 
"  That  furmifeismoreextraordinaryihan 
*"  our  tales  of  ihe  Genii."  . 

*'  Vallancy,  1  have  not  yel  told  you  wbat 
'"  happened  in  my  laic  vifrt  at  Laufanne; 
*'  fome  days  before  I  joined  you  at  Lyons, 
*'  I  accompanied  Mr.  Bruce  in  an  excurfion 
*'  10  the  Abbey  of  La  Trappe.  As  we  ap- 
"  proached 
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proached  the  convefit,  we  \«rere  ftruclc 
'<  with  the  ßngular  appearance  of  a  fmall 
**  cabin,  contjguous  to  the  monaftery,  which 
**  appeared  to  have  no  inhabitant.  On  en- 
"  quiry,  we  learnt  it  had  fome  years  befolg 
"  been  ereäed  by  a  dränge,  folitary  bKcing, 
**  who  called  himfelf  Valfinore,  and  who, 
"  without  takmg  tlie  vöws,  almoft  con- 
"  formed  to  the  rules  of  monaftic  life.*' 

^^  It  is  impoffible,"  cried  Vallancy,  ^  that 
**  this  (hould  be  your  Valfinore ;  no  monk- 
**  ifh  being  was  ever  capable  of  magnani- 
**  mous  fentiments," 

"  He  w^s  no  monk,  though  like  one,  he 
"  had  prepared  his  own  grave,  but  metely 
^'  a  melancholy  reclufe.  He  fometimes  left 
*'  his  retreat  for  weeks  or  months,  and 
**  when  he  returned  to  it,  was  more  than 

ever  anxious  to  Ihun  fociety.     About  fix 

years  ago,  he  was  for  feveral  days  abfent 
"  from  the  convent :  at  length  his  habitation 
"  was  explored,  but  no  traces  difcovered,of 
"  its  former  occtipant.  A  peafant  had, 
"  however,  obferved  him  wandering  out  oii 

''  the 
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'  the  approach  of  a  Tnow  ftorm,  probably 
"  with  the  humane  defign  of  giving  aifift- 
"  ance  to  fome  unforlunate  travellers.  On 
"  [hat  night  there  was  a  tremendous  ara- 
"  tanche,  and  from  concurring  circutn- 
"  ftances,  it  was  fcarcely  poflible  to  doubt 
"  that  he  had  perHhed  in  the  caufe  of 
"  humanity." 

VaUancy  was  ftruck  with  this   ttcital. 

"  Stili  you  are  not  füre  that  it  wae  your 

"  Vaifinore,  who  was  this  reclufe?" 

,       '*  It  ts  fo  unlikely  that  there  fhould  be 

*'  two  fuch  myflerious  beings,  bearing  fo 

•*  finguiar  a  name."  ".-Ah:'  -' 

-  ^  'Bat  did  you  learn  no  otherpaAkfblarSt" 

••  NothiDg  to  graöfy  me.    I'.?«»  iMdt^* 

**  taittaHzed  by  bring  put.  into  pöffefliön'öf 

•»  a  MS.  which  was  föund  in  MW'tSMiiet' 

■^■«f  bis  cell»  and  iihith  hat)  Gäce^hoeA 

**'^preferv«d  as  a  hoty  reHc  ia  the-eöiw^t. 

•^  An-dd'tnonk  permitted  lAe^to  purdafe 

■'?'  ki-  but'  oft  exapiination,'  S'fiad  liMclu»' 

.  **  niBten  wholly'effiiCtd."  i:  '  ■  "■:  ' ' 

-..■';-■  ,  '   ,,..<■  b-j.\\3  ■' 

▼bi..  I.  a  **  No . 


1^0^  TAUIMOUL 

V  ^  N#  iloubt  the  monk  was  aware  of  that 
<f  .irfiea.he  ^ave  k  to  you;  £o  like  other- 
^<  lloly  refic9f  'twaa  a  fMOus  fraiuL" 

^  I  believe  yoia  do  him  great  injiiftioe; 
^^  but  be  ijUa  qs  it  may,  I  caa  no  iaagar 
M/atttibute  «>  ValfiDore  the  4iberal  jnemil» 
^tafices  I  bay^  bitheito  received,  aod 
*^  which  I  confeis  rnow  remeoiber  «ritb 
'^  «  painftti  ienfe  of  Obligation.  Mr*  Bruce 
<^  jttid  nsy  mother  aro  botb  perfuaded  thejr 
^*  muft  bave  eome  firom  Mr.  De  Lille/* 

^  "Qttice  impoflible.  I  could  fooner  be- 
^^  lieveaU  the  prodigies  of  Sir  John  Maade» 
««  viUe/' 

*^  Ab»  Vi^ancy,  you  have  not  difcarded 
^  yoitf  prejudice.'* 

'*  No,  iK>r  you  your  romance; .  but  come, 
^*  £ttce  we  can  make  notbing  of  this^  let 
^  na  rather  diink  and  talk  of  tbe  Jncognita." 
,  Oa  landing,  Vallancy  again  vainly  en- 
"^  detvoured  to  difcover  traces  of  tbe  Ssir 
^^  traveller;  and  too  impatient  to  brock 
**  any  oppofition  to  bis  wiihes,  be  peeviflily 
^'  aiked  wbat  tbey  fliould  do  witb  tbem- 

"  felves 
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*'  felves  on  a  Sunday,  dutl  and  gloomy  as 
•*  it  ever  was  in  England." 

Altamont  propofed  going  to  Beachdale, 
•*  which,"  added  he,  *'  we  may  reach  in 
"  time  for  church,  if  you  will  engage  not 
"  to  caricature  thc  congregation." 

His  friendj  to  whom  impulle  and  aäi<Ml 
were  almofl;  the  fame,  inftantly  ordered  a 
ch^dfe  and  four,  protefting  he  was  delighted 
wich  the  idea  of  furprifing  every  body  m 
Beachdale  with  his  improvements.  *'  I 
"  aflure  you,"  added  he,  "  I  (hall  abjure 
"  every  prejudice,  and  whenever  my  coußn 
f*.lntnw3»  AaU  treat  her  mdi  beccuniiqf 
1*  ^Kiitttery}  but  not  one  word  of  the  /n- 
\*  c^piUa.  It  is  my  gradous  intention  to 
*■*  .charm  all  the  «omes,  my  motho*  oot 
*-*  esffspted ;  even  De  Lille  äoAl  be  coii> 
**  dÜBted.  Heaven  graut  I  mäy  ftill  hare 
ftidie  vizard  Qotntin,  and  the  faity  Ama- 
^.itondatafpeiul  my  jdces  upea;  .for  low 
^«-.«r  iiiükrj^ii&  »  nece&ry  to  ine,  as  lov« 
"  and  glory  to  you:  not  th«  love  wiH  «er 
«  be  formidable  to  your  peace  tili  you  meet 
o  a  **  wüh 
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*^  with  aR  angel,  cpndu&ed  by  tbefisdry 


€€ 


Amatonda.  Vive  la  Bagatelle/  to  laugh' 
^^  or  yawn  is  the  fum  o£  human  deftiny." 

With  fuch  fprightly  fallies»  Vallancy  be-' 
guiled  the  ride  to  Beachdale.  When  thqr' 
were  within  a  mile  6f  the  village,  he  fud- 
denly  refolved  to  alight,  and  leaviog^lhe 
carriage  to  the  care  of  his  fervant,  with  v 
ftrift  iiijun£tion  notto  notify  bis  arrival,  he 
proceeded,  with  bis  friend^  towards  the 
church^  whofe  fimple  fpire  juft  peered  above 
the  furrounding  wood. 

The  church-yard,  .laftefully  planted  witb 
alh  trees  and  larches,  was  a  fcene  of  deKght- 
ful  feclufion,  but  on  this  Sunday  it  affnm^ 
an  air  of  cheerful  feftivity.  The  old  men, 
leaning  againft  the  häwthorn  hedge/ com- 
mune foberly  together;  the  younger,  crowd« 
ing  round  the  fonorous  belfry,  deh'ght  in 
exercißng  their  ftrength  and  agility ;  whilft 
the  boys  and  girls  unconfciouily  fcatter  rofes 
and  woodbines  över  many  a  namelefs,  un- 
recorded  grave. 


As 
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As  Aliamont  and  Vallancy  entered  the 
church,  a  thrufh  was  finging  joyoufly  from 
the  old  a(h  tree  btfide  the  porch,  and  a  red- 
breaft,  whh  familiär  confidence,  fiuttering 
near  the  altar.  The  two  travellers  toofc 
pofleffiun  of  an  old  feat  in  the  chancel, 
from  v/hence  they  could,  unobrerved,  ob- 
tain  a  füll  view  of  the  ftately  pews  allotted 
Vallancy  Houfe,  and  St.  Quintin's  Abbey. 
Altainont  recognized  many  faces  familiär 
his  remembrance.  Vallancy  was  more 
occupicd  with  aaticipating  the  commotion 
be  (hould  create  in  the  neighbourhood.  Nor 
'Üi.  k  'efcape  his  cOalcioB«  vatüt^t/ldltt 
the  ImpreHion  he  was  mo(l  likelyiopnt- 
;AweiD  one  fex,.at  lealt,  was  th^of  sditiir^ 
doRf':  He  was  ta  graceful,  .fi»  aninuttedt'fo 
•fxptim  fatire  was  fo  mingledwiih  gidfantiy 
,&nd^^ood  huiriour,-  and  he  W:ü  at^'dmiat 
■  fo  piqiamt  and  fo  brllliaint,  that  erm  msD 
loS  fuperior  taleius,  in  his  Company,  often 
palGid  unnoüced«  His.  temper  was  IHU  ' 
.perverfe,  his  fpitit  impatient,  and  his  heart, 
though  fufceptibte  of  kindneb  and  gen«- 
G  3  rofity. 
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Toflty,  too  much  abforbed  by  the  love  of ' 
pleafure  to  be  opea  to  fympathy.  Tet 
Vallancy  muft  not  be  clafled  with  common 
charaders}  he  had  a  high  fenfe  of  bonour» 
a  fincere  refpe£t  for  virtue,  generous  fecA- 
.ings>  and  independent  principles.  His  enrofs 
were  thofe  of  'UndifcipUned  youth ;  hk 
defeds  belonged  to  untamed  prorperiiy« 
Altamont  was  almoll  equally  hnprovcd. 
üe  had  loft  his  coUege  air  of  abftiaftiony 
without  lofing  that  pleafing  penfiTenefsof 
cöontenancey  which  was  femetimes  es> 
changed  for  the  expreffion  of  cnthofiafm-b* 
enthufiafm  the  mofl  ardent  and  impäf- 
fioned. 

The  congregation  were  already  afTembled ; 
tfie  prefent  curate,  far  different  from  the 
fbrmer  fimple  paftor,  had  taken  his  feat  in 
the  defk,  and  füll  the  fervice  was  delayed, 
and  many  a  creaking  pew  betokened  im- 
patience,  and  many  a  fhrill  cough  intimated 
difpleafure,  whilft  Mr.  Quintin,  with  looks 
at  once  dolorous  and  indignant,  en'deavoured 
to  make  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bland  fenfible 

of 
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^■mi  his  want  of  duty  and  dectHmin;  Tbp 
'  «aufeof  the  delay  wasToonexplÜied,  wfaoi 
four  perfons  enlered  the  De  Lille  galWry, 
in  one  of  whom  Vallancy  difcovered  Lord 
Marmiton,  in  the  fecond  his  mother;  butfif 
the  third  and  fourth,  a  venerable  old  nda 
and  a  beauüful  young  woman,  neitber  hte 
nor  Altainont  had  any  immediate  recoUec-    \ 

Ilion.    *'  Surely,"  faid  the  Former,  "  it  muft    - 
"  be  Cordelia  j"  "  Surely,"  faid  the  htter, 
••  it  cannot  be  Cordelia."     "  This  looks    *' 
**  like  an  angeK"  faid  Vallancy,  '*  butlEfe 
••  Incognita  was  a  woman."  ■     . 

fi»  OD^  was  Iie  dd^hted'  wltb  .um,  nb^ 
be&n  him;  not  Aat  ho-  &ce  pafleAcd« 
AuUeft  fymmetry}  tha  Sne  opta  b^AaH 
wm  totoBwhat  tdoi^h,  but  tlät  dcbä^iMB 
«ooceaUd  by  her  eft«&at^t9ld«d  hn^^bifr 
pfofilewu  ex^uhitely  fine,  yet  &ä  attiftibigln: 
hovewiflwdforardtmderfMriwr.  Btuörifi. 
ofm  was  difarmed  by  the  «loqueoce  of  Jut 
^pcs,  all  petiy  ftridures  v^e  iorgotteiv  i&i 
contemplating  i  ^oontsnance  fo  hi^pitf 
64'  fonned; 
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ibrmed  to  exprels  every  noble,  ev^ 
mder  rendment,  that  it  diffufed  the  love 
of  virtue  vidi  the  light  of  beauty. 

Vallancy  was  loft  in  conjefiures  refpe&ing 
the  caufef  of  Lord  Marmitön's  appearance. 
Am  be  wühed  to  furprife  his  mother»  he 
^mted  tili  Ihe  had  left  the  church,  and 
dien  ftealing  out  with  his  friend  at  a  pri- 
wte  door,  by  a  wdl  known  field-path» 
.qukkly  reached  the  houfe»  and  both  häd 
•tikeh  their  ftation  on  the  lavriti»  when  Mts* 
l)t  Lille  and  her  party  al%hted  from  f the 
carriage.  Lord  Marmiton  was  again*  the 
prominent  perfonage ;  he  gave  his  arm  to 
,che  matron,  leaving  the  young  lady  to  the 
vcnerable  man,  a  Mr.  Haller,  whö  had  in 
«afity  occaiioned  His  Lordfhip'i  vifit. '  This 
admirable  being  had  been  long  diftinguiflied 
in  Germany  for  hisadive  benevolence,  and 
wasihidebted  toBarpnRouvigny  for  bis intn>- 
dudion  to  Lord  Marmiton,  through  whofe 
inedium  Iie  hoped  to  recomtnend  fome  of 
liis  Philanthropie  plans  to  the  Britifh  go- 
jriernment.     His  Lordfhip  received  the  pro» 

pofal 
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pofal  vviili  his  accuftomed  fuavu  f  and  apathy : 
in  his  hearC,  he  cared  for  noihing  but  his 
own  perfonal  intereft  and  ihe  aggrandize*- 
meni  of  his  family.  He  wiis,  however, 
willing  to  fliower  down  civiliiies  on  HaUer, 
whoni  he  almofl:  compelied  lo  reiiiain  at  his 
feat  tnuch  longer  than  was  defirable  to  his 
unworldty  gueft  j  who  having  at  length  ex- 
prefled  his  anxiety  to  be  introdüced  to  ihe 
auni  and  friend  of  Mifs  Rouvigny,  His 
Lord{hip  protefted  he  would  convey  him 
to  Beachdale,  to  enjoy  to  the  laft  moment 
ihe  privilege  of  his  focit;ty. 
iiThcy  hadnow-fpentaweek  in  ihevtllagc, 
miich  .to  the  iatisfaäion  of  Mrs.  De  Lille, 
.änd  to  the  infinite  delight  of  Cordelia,  wIm 
aktldy  .confldered  Hatler  as  the  firft  ef 
ittipnn  bÖQgs.  At  fight  ofi  her  foa,  Mri. 
JQe;{rfiUe  utte»  an  exciatnation  of  \oj,  und 
lb4D.throws  a  Ipok  of  folicltude  (m  Cordelia. 
His^ordfiiip,  comprehendingihe.cauleQf 
hst>  Agitation,  ipring»  for^u^»  biut  böag 
S^nevbax  purbüfid,  opeua  bi&  arms,  not  to 
3|»UwGy,  but  to  Munont.  Mrs.  De  Lilk 
>  05  iieproach- 
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reproachfuUy  afks  if  he  has  forgotten  her 
fon.  Vallancy,  with  admirable  grace,  re- 
moves  the  aukwardnefs  this  blunder  had 
occafioned,  by  faying,  ^^  Lord  Marmiton 
•*  was  right,  for  your  fon's  preferver  ibould 
V  be  welcomed  before  your  fon.*' .  Lord 
Marmiton  immediately  paid  bis  conipliments 
tp  Altamont,  whom  though  he  had  once  weil 
known,  he.appeared  to  have  wholly  forgot« 
ten ;  and  Mrs.  De  Lille  favored  bim  mth  a 
moft  gracious  reception.  In  the  meanwhile 
Cordelia  and  Haller  are  left  to  themfdves: 
ihe  waits  in  vain  for  the  recognition  of 
Altamont,  who  ftill  gazes  on  her  with 
mingied  admiration  and  incredulity«  tt  is 
impoflible  to  identify  bis  little  pupil^  with 
the  tall,  graceful,  dignified  creature  before 
him.  *'  She  muft  furely  be  older,  er  has 
^^  Cordelia  leapt  into  perfedion  ?  Imagiaa« 
**  tion  cannot  improve  her  !'*  Cordelia  at 
length  perceives  his  embarrafiment,  and 
fcarcely  knowing  whether  to  be  flattered  er 
mortified,  advances  a  few  paces^  and  offer* 
ing  hefr  band  with  an  air  of  modeft  frank- 

nefs. 


vüsbf  fays  id  a  voice  whofe  every  tone  in* 
fpire8  deligl^,:  ^  And  muft  I  wait  ta  be 
•^  introduced  tx>  my*  old,  and*'  curtfeying 
with  an  invokuitary  expreflion  of  ärchnefs, 
*'  my  venerable  preceptor?" 

AltamoiU  look  her  band  with  feinning 
cdkin&Ts ;  a  fentiment  of  refped  reprefled  thie 
impulfe  of  affedlion.  "  You  are,  indeed, 
**  prefented  to  me  in  a  pew  form." 

^^  And  had  you  then  quite  forgotten 
«  Cordelia?'' 

*^  I  know  not  how  to  reconcile  the  two 
*'  Corde^ias  to  each  other." 

**  Oh !  don't  imagine  you  fce  a  cbange- 
**  ling ;  I  could  bring  a  thoufand  proofs  to 
*'  convince  you  I  am  the  fame  creature  who 
**  was  fo  tenderly  proteäed  by  Mrs.  Bruce, 
*^  and  fo  often  lejfoned  and  correfted  h^you.^* 

Altamont  was  ready  to  proteft  againft  the 
word  correded;  the  pupil  now  appeared  fo 
perfekt,  fo  fupreme  in  lovelinefs,  that  it  was 
painful  to  imagine  fhe  had  ever  been  other- 
wife. 

"  And  now,"  continued  (he,  **  as  I  can 
^  never  be  your  preceptor,  let  me  intro- 

06  ^^  duce 
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<^  duce  you  to  Mr.  Haller,  who  is  worthy 
**  to  bave  the  beft  and  noblefl  of  human 
«  beings  for  his  pupils." 

If  Altamont  was  grateful  for  this  atten» 
tion»  Cordelia  was  grateful  from  the  re- 
coUe£tion  of  his  former  kindnefs;  and  each 
had  unconfciouily  infpired  the  othcr  wich 
the  fame  fendment. 

And  now  Hall  er,  who  had  already  leamt 
to  tranilate  the  language  of  Cordelia's 
countenance,  approached  and  received  the 
ftranger  with  an  air  of  cordial  friendfliip. 

"  Mr.  Altamont,"  faid  he,  with  a  genuine 
fmile,  ^  ever  lince  1  have  known  this  lady, 
*'  I  have  been  under  obligations  to  yöu ; 
"  for  you>  flie  teils  me,  were  her  firft  pre- 
**  ceptor.'*  At  this  unexpefted  compli- 
ment,  which  from  fuch  venerable  Ups, 
feemed  to  defcend  like  a  benediftion,  Cor- 
delia cafl  down  her  eyes,  which  gliftened 
with  delight ;  fhe  could  not  but  be  proud 
to  receive  fuch  präife  from  Haller;  and 
ihe  was  prouder  ftill,  that  the  fair  report 
was  made  to  Altamont ;  •*-  yet,  Üie  breathed 

«aüecret 
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fecret  figh,  lell  fhe  (hould  not  be 
found  worthy  of  the  precious  diftinftlon  ; 
but  then  flie  mentally  promifed  to  become 
fo.  Her  heai'E  was  oppreffed  with  gratitude 
and  liumility,  and  yec  ftie  almoft  hcld  her 
breath,  as  if  to  prolong  ihe  deÜcious  fen- 
falion.  Haller  drew  bis  young  friends  lo  a 
relired  walk,  leading  to  the  park ;  whilft 
Mrs.  De  Lille,  who  had  becn  graiified  by 
the  divifion  of  her  pariy,  condufted  Lord 
Marmüon  ar.d  Vallancy  ro  a  fummer-hoole, 
opeoing  on  the  garden,  which  was  called 
[he  pavillon. 

The  phikinthropft  was  delighted  vitfa 
his  young  companiofis ;  aäive  and  chec^- 
faU  he  feemed  ftot  fenfibte  to  /ibe-pref- 
fnre.of  age;  be  confeJed,  indeed,  a  fligfat 
d^;ree  of  -  lammeis,  biic  it  was  fcarcely 
percqjtible'  to  die  lüceft  eye ;  and.  a^-lie 
.leaned  on  faisiftaff,  hk  carHage'va&iK)  Ids 
'<}igmfied,"thaii'''lits  afpeä  'was  opeii  a^d 
boft^iiaat.'  Eori'the  laft  ttfb  yeadj  he  had 
d£>  iouhd  ihis  faeanng^;partiaUy  imt^e^d.; 
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only  the  babit  of  inclining  his  head  towards 
the  perfon  he  addrelTed,  which  made  his 
countenance  appear  (lill  more  gracious :  and 
fomedmes  he  extraäed  from  this  defe£l  an 
excufe  for  fhunning  without  fuUennefs  the 
converfadon  of  thofe  with  wbom  he  feit  he 
could  have  no  communion.     Then  his  eye- 
lid  gently  falling,  his  head  fomewhat   re- 
dining  to  one  fide,  he  appeared  to  abftra& 
himfelf  from  the  prefent  fcene,  and  to  take 
ihelter   in  his  own  peacefui,  unpertürbed 
meditadons.    In  Lord  Marmiton's  foctety, 
he  had  often  occaflon  to  fink    into    this 
atütude  of  abftra£lion;  with  Mrs.  De  Lille 
he  was  not  forry  to  be  fomewhat  duU  of 
apprehenßon :  but   to    Cordelia,    he    had 
opened  immediately  with  complacency  and 
cordiality,  and    almofl  at  the  firft  glance 
appeared  to  have  given  her  his  patemal 
benediOion.       To    Altamont    he    fiiewed 
equal  franknefs;  and  putting  himfelf  be- 
tween  them,    he  engaged  in  converfation 
with   his  new  acquaintance  on  the  coun- 
tries  they  had  YÜited,  and  was    evidently 
pleafed  with  the  fpirit  of  his  obfervations. 

6  Haller 


;    Cbdkr'wai  ooe  of>the  faw  old  men . whö 
iMülh  'ito  «Mbufiifm.  of  yduth ;  aild  wheik 

-:  Altaqioiie  «dnföflad,  thai!  bb  coüld  not  bd^ 
rtgAtdng  Ihoffe^'tlaifical  agies  of  Gme^a  ionk 
#M^»vwlMi  tb^  haloof  gbiy,  enardod 
^  Mi  <>f  S«tutt8 }  he  dropr  not  bise]^ 
<Stfai^  <Äat  ktfo&iittic  ezpre&n  oiF  diffiitiiu 

.  -SiBabäj  II6  taicmly  ipfcliMd  hb  bead,  an  mi- 
«äAAftäoM'  finite  Retlki^  to  bis  1^,  iaifed 
afeer  a  mcMitecaify >aiifi^  f^  ^*:ff  yoii 
-^ittditea  cbift  yöti  a»e  a  IMtüS,  yoii  Will 
^^bMe  ftiMdy  iM^  lo'bkvfi  been  a  R0iiiaa;^ 
Tbough  Haller  never  mendoned  England 
as  his  native  country,  it  was  impoilible  to 
conceive  that  he  belonged  to  any  othen 

Thts  amiable  Conference  was  interrupted 
by  Vallancy,  who,  efcaping  from  his  com- 
päBions,  requefted  Altamont  to  join  him ; 
and  taking  hiis  arm,  feetned  to  have  fome- 
tbing  important  to  communicate.  Haller 
looking  after  Altamont^  exciaimed,  wiih  a 
fort  of  figh,  ^^  That  is  a  noble  creature !  but 
**  I  fear  he  is  referved  for  bitter  disappoint« 
<■  ioiäit.     Such  a  fpirit  as  hk  accords  little 

"  with 
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"  ivith  the  World."  Cordelia,  who  had  aU' 
raoft  feared  he  would  mifconceive  his 
charader,  thanked  bim  wich  her  eyes  for-  . 
doing  juftice  to  her  iirfl:  precepton  Haller 
had  a  fecond  titne  blefled  her  wiih  the 
mu(ic  of  praife ;  and  her  heart  was  again 
attuned  to  joy ;  but  fhe  had  now, .  no 
doubt,  no  diffidence,  no  humility ;  he  fpoke 
of  her  maller  anä  her  friend,~and  in  him 
her  faith  was  firm  and  immutable. 

Vallancy  had  call^d  to  Altamont,  to  ob- 
ferve  a  pidure  which  had  met  his  eyes  the 
moment  he  entered  the  pavilion ;  it  was  a 
female  figure  in  the  charader  of  Flora.  On 
enquiring  for  whom  it  was  intended,  his 
mother  had  carelefsly  replied,  it  was  a  fancy 
fubjeä  copied  by  Cordelia."  "  But/'  added 
he,  "  it  is  the  moft  ftriking  likenefs  pofHble, 
"  of  the  Incognita*  I  plainly  perceive  my 
'*  mother  is  manoeuvring ;  find  out  if  pof- 
'*  fible  whofe  pidure  it  is,  for  I  never  * 
''  can  believe  fuch  a  marked  refemblance 
"  js  accidental."     Vallancy  was  perfedlly 

correft 
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injunclion  to  fecrecy,  at  the  fatne  ticne  ob- 
ferving,  that  her  fon  was  obvioufly  charmed 
wiih  the  Portrait,  Cordelia  limply  exprefled 
her  faiisfaftion  j  but  Mrs.  De  Lille,  pre- 
poÖTeffed  with  the  idea  that  this  innocent 
girl  had  formed  the  ambitious  defign  of 
captivating  Vallancy,  and  determiDed  to 
thwart  her  fuppofed  willies,  fancied  fhe 
detefted  fome  chagrin  in  her  countenance, 
and  exulted  in  the  antidpation  of  her  diC- 
a^ipcüntinent. 

Being  now  afletobled'  tn  the  drawing- 
rbonii  Haller  was  for  the  firft  lime  intro- 
dvced  to  Vallancy,  who  was  flill  in  his 
moft  amiable  mood,  and  fo  gaily  fportive  that 
he  could  fcarcely  reftrain  the  exbberance 
of  hü)  fpirits  Lord  Marniitoti  and  Mrs. 
De  Lille  enjoyed  his  fprightly  fallies;  and 
His  LordQiip,  always  complimental,  faid, 
'*.  I  do  not  know,  Vallancy,  that  you  could 
•  « fill 
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<^  fill  up  a  paufe  in  the  dinner  at  a  Lord 
Mayor's  table ;  but  I  am  füre  you  will 
always  be  ready  to  amufe  the  houfe, 
when  the  right  member  ia"  not  at  band 
'^  to  fupport  a  motion.'* 

**  But,  my  Lord,  I  am  not  going,  like  Mr« 
«<  Quintin,  to  be  a  tngger  to  the  treafury 
^^  bench ;  and  I  ihall,  I  believe,  be  the  firft 
^*  of  our  family  (females  excepted)  vtho 
^^  has  ever  entered  the  ranks  of  oppolition,'* 
**  Well,  Sir,  you  are  a  young  man,  and 
^  therefore  it  ia  but  natural  you  fhould  be 
^  in  a  minority ;  but,  take  my  word  fbr  ir, 
^  Vallancy,  wben  you  come  to  be  married, 
•*  you  will  give  your  vote/*  looking  ii^ifi* 
cantly,  «*  on  the  right  fide.'* 

^'  Doe*^  Tour  Lordfhip  mean  to  fay,  that  a 
*'  married  man  is  merely  his  wife*s  prozy, 
"  ör  that  he  cannot  be  a  non-content  ?" 

*^  Have  a  care,  Signor  Benedick,*'  cried 
Mrs.  De  Lille,  *'  or  you  will  furely  meet 
**  with  your  Beatrice.'* 

**  No,  Madam,  my  vows  are  pre-en- 
"  gaged  to  a  St.  Ceciiia,  in  Italy.**    Then, 

turmng 


Urakg  abnibtlf  to  Cordelia,  he  added 
with  affefted  graviiy,  *'  Pray  are  you  very 
"  cruel  Eo  your  votaries  ?  for  I  (äw  more 
**  knees  proftrated  to  you,  than  to  our  Lady 
"  of  Loretto.  It  is  true,  upon  my  honour, 
"  you  are  fo  very  like  a  faint,  who  is  wor- 
"  Ihipped  from  moming  to  night  at  Na- 
"  pic!,  that  when  I  faw  you  at  church,  I 
"  &flcied  you  had  llarced  from  the  camrals." 

*'  Mrs.  De  Lille   coloured,   whilft  Lord  . 
Uanniton  faid,  with  much  gallantry,  *'  How 
"  C2n  you  compare  her  to  any    thiog   fb 
"  toanimate  ?    Shew  me  the  artifl  who  can 
"  do  jullice  to  nature?" 

■*  (Ml,  my  Lord«  tbis  pifture  «as  a  haf^ 
*  fcctch  of  tbe  faacft  m.  prc^uraöm  of 
**.  bamy  bereafter  to  cxift,  or  pethaft  a 
"  tefleflioa  of  beauty  tbat  had  prerioidfy 
"exift^  Itisv^de£igbtfultobeboldlb 
"  many  impreffious  of  one  beautifiil  £>ce; 
**  for  inftaace»  nov  that  figure  of  Flora, 
"  wbkh  you  iäy  is  a  faacy  [»ece,  is  fo 
"  I&e  a  face  1  bave  fomewhere  feen,  that  I 
**,  ^Muld  call  it  an  original."  • 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  De  Lille  eagerly  enquircd,  \ehere  he 
had  tnet  with  the  perfon  of  whoxn  he  wa^ 
reminded. 

"  Where  ?  Why  I  think,  Madam,,  it 
<^  was  about  two  years  ago,  at  Bologna.'' 

Mrs.  De  Lille  looked  fo  diflatisfied,  that 
the  benevolent  Haller,  vho  had  bitherto 
fat  wrapt  in  abftraflion^  was  juft  goiiig  to 
addrefs  her,  when  the  dignified  Mr.  Quin- 
tin ftalked  into  the  room,  and  having  heard 
of  Vallancy's  arrival,  formally  congratiüated 
his  mother  on  his  happy  return.'  The  Viva- 
dous  Vallancy,  eagerly  anticipating  the  end 
of  the  fpeach,  ftarted  up,  exclaiming,  "  My 
**  dear  Sir,  would  you  have  recollefled 
**  me?  *  Quintin,  taking  out  his  fnuflf  box, 
and  very  deliberately  putting  into  bis 
noftrils  the  pungent  powder,  to  apply  a 
ftiniulus  to  his  memory,  replied  at  length, 
«  Muft  affuredly,  Sir.*' 

*^  What  a  mortifying  fentence   have  you 

^'  pronounced  againft  me,.    I  had  flattered 

'  myfelfl  was  fo  much  improved,  (pardon 

me,   mother,    correfted,)   that  1  fhould 

no    longer  be    recognized  as   the  fame 

*'  perfon; 
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p"  Un,  you  have  not  forgotta^t^i^ffilr^* 
"  U'here  if  a  man  is  once  prH^Mtl.lUwitfMI'  ' 
"  the  black  Hfl:,  ihe  gates  öf  |iiii||Inw|l^ 
"  are  for  ever  (hut  aganft  ^hi^'l  >isl(!  -' 
Lcird  Marmiton,  now  6ncl!flg.it,il!lf|l0lH»le 
tobefiJent,  obferved,  "  It  it4fn^>0W4t 
"  fault  to  get  upon  thac  lift.  -Mfiittfi  va* 
"  doubtedly  made  a  capital  .'i 
"  in  taking  the  wrong  fidoi  of,/  { 
"  Such  a  man,  Vallancy,  mvJ^.bck  gircrw 
"hörn,  an  enthuIiaQ,  a  iktiTr«  ^QTj  • 
"hol"    .  •    ^^i■:    ,.  " 

"  Do  you  übferve,  Aliamottt,  HisLord- 
"  (hip's  paraphraftic  tranflati(3i  of  your  fevo- 
"  rite  name  of  Patriot  ?  Mr.  Quindn»  my 
"  inend  and  I  have  long  carried  oa  fl  con- 
"  troverfy,  which  is  ftill  undeddedj  on  an» 
"  tient  and  modern  times.  We  are  very 
"  differeut,  you  perceive,  firom  oth«: 
''  young  men  of  our  age.  We  have  really 
'Vfpent  our  days  like  Lwo  iludents  fag- 
"  ging  to  become  fenior  wranglers.  We 
^  bwre«  fludied  diagraois,  inftead  of  fre- 
*  queilting  potite  circles.    We  have  been 

"    ftdT- 
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*^  ftar*gazerS)  inftead  of  dancers.  We  have 
^^  fcarcely  opened  our  lip8  to  a  woman ;  and 
^  as  to  beauty,  it  is  only  iince  our  arrival/^ 
glancing  at  Cordelia,  ^^  that  we  bme  been 
«  bleft  with  the  fight  of  it." 

'<  Well,  Sir/'  fiüd  Mr.  Quintin,  wich  b- 
flexible  gravity,  ^'and  may  I  prrfume  to 

enquire  die  fubjeA  of  your  dd>ate8  ?** 
Sir,  my  friend,  though  he  infifta  that 
^*  there  was  more  public  virtue  in  the  daf- 

iical  days  of  Greece  and  Rome  than  we 
^'  can  pretend  to,  yet  infifta  alfo,  thatfor 
<<  the  laft  fifty  years,  we  have  taken  a  tum 
^<  for  improvement,  and  are  likely  by  de- 
^<  gree^  to  lofe  all  traces  of  the  barbarifm 
**  and  ignorance  of  our  poor  grandfathers.^ 

**  Barbarifm  and  ignorance !"  reiterated 
Mr.  Quintin,  knitting  his  brows  with  much 
afperity,  **  and  praji,  Sir,**  addreffing  Alta- 
inont,  ^'  in  what  modern  fopperies  does 
•*  this  boafted  improvement  confift  ?"  Alta- 
mont,  perceiving  his  friend's  malicious  drift, 
gravely  anfVered,  "  You  will,  at  leaft,  allow 
^'  a  man  cannot  now  be  put  into  the  inqui- 

••  fition 
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Sir,  that  is  out  of  the  queftion  ;  we  wjfl 

Ü  WD£ae  the  cotnparifon  to  our  own  coulH' 

try.    Can  you  üncerely  aSrm,  that  mart' 

«wifer  and  bettei-  than  our  fathers  ?** 

.*lf^  We  ought  at  leaft  to  be  happier  j  an  oU  ■ 

' '^Jwoman  is  not  now  liable  to  be  bumt  as  l" 

^twitcfa  ;  and  a  learned  maa  does  not  creat^- 

•*  artificial  mifery  by  mufing  on  dreams,  o*' 

ofljng  natinttes.'* 

**  But  theo,"  retorted  Vallancy,  "  I  maifl'* 

taln,  that  as  foon  as  one  ftock  of  .folly 

"  drops  off.  we  ixe  bleffed  with  another, 

"  Credulity,  like  the  Lama  of  Thibet,  is  im- 

"  ntortal.    There*s  quackery,  fupplies  the 

"  fisßei  of  Ibrcery.     Inftead  of  wearing  a 

"  harmlefs  amolet  round  the  neck,    we 

***  jWallow  down  all  the  mineralsand  metals, 

"  and  abforb  Into  our  own  fyftems  the  ele- 

"-  maits  cf  eartbqnakes  and  volcanoes.  To 

*h  be  f(u«,  there  ts  no  Sorbonne  to  deftroy 

**,«»<'divej  .^tit  tbe  College  of  ^yfidans 

«f'AqipH^linflice.  Weliaveefcapedfitmi 

:    U.'-i   .  *'Uie 
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**  the  confeflbr,  (o  be  enthralled  by  the 
**  lawyer.  And  when  we  die,  our  heirsi 
<«'  inftead  of  purchafing  pjeace  för  oor  ibuls, 
^ '  have  V  enough  to  do  to  liberale  our  pof- 
**  feffioDS  from  Chancery.*' 

*^  Biit  the  great  evil  of  all/'  faid  Quindn, 
<<  is,  tbat  a  gentleman  is  not  now  to  be  dif« 
«(  tinguiflied  from  a  man  of  yefterday^  It 
'^  18  inconceivable  in  M^hat  ignorance  all  your 
<^  young  people  are  of  their  anceftors/* 

'^  Ah !  Mr^  Quintin,  the  greateft  eril  of  all 
^*  is,  that  we  have  loft  fo  much-  liberty«'^ 

«  No,  Sir/'  - 

^^  I  fancy  that  I  can  prove  it,-  Sir,  io  de» 
*^  mohftration." 

"  Sir,  begging  your  pardon,  the  demon« 
^^  flration  is  impoffible.  The  King  has  loft 
"  much  of  his  prerogative/* 

**  Then  the  Queen  has  gained  fa  much 
*•  more  influence.  The  one  fex  has  con- 
^^  ftantly  gained  ground  upon  the  other« 
"  Formerly  beauty  might  be  marred  even 
'^  in  youth ;  but  now,  a  handfome  woman, 
'^  thanks  to  innoculation,''  bowing  to  his 

mothet 
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CHAPTER  VlII. 

TT7HEN  De  Lille  parted  from  Sir  Frederic 
Mowbray,  he  mentioned  bis  wife's 
imended  vifit  to  Kent;  \vhich  happened, 
however,  to  be  nothing  more  than  one  of 
her  ufual  manoeuvres,  with  which  from  habit 
fhe  was  always  atnufing  er  perplexing  her 
hufband.  De  Lille  had  really  motiyes  fbr 
viliting  the  metropolis,  and  he  was  ftill  de- 
tained  there  by  ferious  bufinefs,  when  he 
heard  of  Lord  Marmiton's  vifit  to  Beachdale. 
At  this  news,  all  other  confiderations  were 
fufpended  ;  and  leaving  bis  afFairs  unfiniflied, 
he  travellcd  with  fuch  expedition,  that  he 
reached  home  before  the  hour  of  dinner,  and 
made  his  appearance  juft  in  time  to  give 
Quintin  an  opportunity  of  retreating  from 
the  argumenta  De  Lille  had  haftencd  to 
the  drawing-room  with  fuch  precipitation, 
that  he  was  not  appuzed  of  Vallancy's  arri- 

val} 
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'Va.l ;  but  fcarcely  had  he  paid  his  compli- 

Wients  to  Lord  Marmiton  and,  Mr.  Ualler, 

^whefi  Mrs.  De  Lille  called  bis  atteivtion  to 

her  fon  and  Altamont.     At  tbe  fight  of  tbe 

fiormer,  he  experienced  only  a  momeotary 

embarraffment ;  but  in  receiving  his  friend 

he  betrayed  an  unufual  coldne&;  it  was 

fome  time  before  he  enqmred  for  Mr.  or 

Bilrs.  Bruce. 

'**  How  can  he  be  fo  ungrateful  ?"  fighed 
Cordelia.  *'  Why  is  this  man  fo  generous  ?'* 
thought  Altamont,  who  attributed  this  air 
of  conftraint,  to  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  fecret 
donation  ;  and  yet,  could  not  help  revolting 
at  the  conviöion. 

The  fummons  to  dinner  proved  a  fea- 
fonable  relief ;  when  Vallancy,  all  gaiety  and 
gallantry,  gratified  De  Lille  by  taking  the 
chair  next  Cordelia,  on  whom  he  beftowed 
his  undivided  attention.  Hitherto  Mrs.  De 
Lille  had  regarded  her  hufband  with  un- 
wonted  complacency  j  but  now,  though  too 
difcreet  to  raife  her  voice  in  anger,  fhe  fhewed 
her  diflatisfaftion  in  various  trifling  circum- 

H  2  ftances. 
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flances,  perceptible  only  to  the  niceft  obfer- 
vation ;  (he  complained  of  indifpoiltion  to 
attrad  her  fon  s  notice ;  (he  fucceeded  in  her 
aim,  and  became  better  fatisfied. 

The  converfation  was  often  anintlated« 
The  knowledge  of  Haller  was  mfenfibly 
drawn  forth  ;  and  on  his  accidentally  men- 
tioning  the  Etnperor  Jofeph,  His  Lordfhip 
gracioufly  reminded  De  Lille  of  their  former 
vifit  to  the  court  of  Vienna.  De  Lille  co- 
loured ;  but  as  Vallancy  took  no  notice  of 
the  remark,  he  inftantly  yielded  to-His  Lord« 
fhip's  fancy  for  detailing  fome  anecdotes  of 
his  diplomacy,  and  even  furnifhed  him  with 
two  or  three  acceflary  hints,  which  had  ef- 
caped  his  memory.  The  good  old  Quintin, 
enchanted  to  hear  fo  much  of  courts,  turned 
to  De  Lille  with  unaffeäed  complacency, 
and  informed  him  ihat  he  had  jufl:  traced 
out  his  pedigree,  and  that  he  found  he  was 
allied  to  the  blood  royal  of  France. 

" Ibeg your pardon, Mr.  Quintin," replied 
De  Lille,  with  obvious  confufion,  "  I  will 
"  not  part  from  my  Britifli  anceftors.'* 

*«  But 
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"  But,  my  dear  Sir,  I  can  prove  to  you 
•*  the'Counts  De  Lille  intermarried  with  the 
•*  houfe  of  Valois  j  and" — ^^  But,  my  dear 
Sir,  the  primitive  name  of  cur  family  was 
Lifle  ;  and  they  are,  you  know,  imiume- 
rable.     Ifyou  would  favour  me  with  my 

m 

daughter's  defcent  now,  in  the  maternal 
line,  I  fhotld  be  extremely  indebted  to 
you.     Her  mother,  you  know,   was  a 
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*«  Mordaunt/* 

**  Sir,  you  fhall  have  k  to-morrow.    The 
^^  title,  I  SKeve,  lapfes  for  want  of  a  lineal 
^'  defcea^Ki" 

"  By  ^B  way,'*  faid  Lord  Märmiton, 
*'  is  the  ofl'  avaricious  baronet,  dead  or 
"  alive?" 

*'  That  is  more  than  I  can  anfwer  for,** 
returned  De  Lille  carelefsly  ;  giancing', 
however,  with  fome  complacency  on  his 
daughteV,  and  obferving  what  impreffion  this 
accidental  allufion  to  her  dignified  relation», 
made  on  the  Company.  Never  was  fcrutiny 
repaid  with  fach  negleft. 

'    H  -;  Altamorit 
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Altamont  heard  not  the  remark,  and  VaU 
lancy  deigned  not  to  notice  it.  Haller,  who 
had  for  fome  time  dropt  bis  eye-lids,  neither 
feemed  to  hear  nor  \o  artend ;  and,  in  addi» 
tion  to  hi8  abftraäion,  a  fort  of  fadnefs 
clouded  bis  counteiiance.  Mrs.  De  Lille,  oq 
the  contrary,  who  had  attended  to  every 
thing,  and  who  perfedly  conr^urehended  her 
hufband's  yf;2^,  provoked  by  bis  looks, 
and  determined  that  Cordelia  ihould  no 
longer  converfe  vith  Vallancy,  abruptly 
rofe,  and  was  inftantly  foUogpd  by  her 
unfufpicious  companion.  How  iVP&y  fthemcB 
were  now  conjured  up  by  her  aääbive  fancy  i 
how  much  invention  was  expended  in  the 
fabrication  of  plots  and  counterplots,  for 
which  no  real  neceffity  exifted  !  Having  at 
length  fuggefted  an  expedient,  which  on 
the  prefent  occafiön  fhe  fcrupled  not  to 
adopt,  fhe  became  more  eafy  and  awaited 
the  reunion  of  the  Company  with  proper 
compofure.  And  now  flie  exceeds  even  her 
fon's  expedations  in  courtefy  to  Altamont ; 
fhe  invites  him  to  fit  between  her  and  Cor- 
delia, 
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delia,  aod  theo  draws  Haller  into  the  farae 
coierie ;  (he  is  fuddenly  fo  lavifh  of  atten- 
"ons,  that  to  a  ftranger  ihe  muft  have  ap- 
peared  ihe  kindeft  creature  io  the  world. 
öe  Lille  alone  is  confcious  of  her  real  ob. 
)eä,  and  to  bis  opinion  flie  is  now  wholly 
mdifferent, 

Whilft  ihey  were  drinking  tea,  a  fpecial 
meffenger  arrived  from  a  politicat  friend  of 
Lord  Marmiton's,  announcing  the  fudden 
death  of  one  of  the  county  raembers.  The 
fameidea  inilantlyoccurred  toHis  Lordfhip 
and  Mrs.  De  Lille,  "  Let  Vallancy  become 
the  candidate."  Vallancy  was  flattered  by  the 
pFC^falj  he  looked  towards  Aitamonti  and 
his  mother,  as  if  Ihe  had  fuddenly  acquired 
che  fecuhy  of  divining  bis  fendmentg,  eagerly 
exclaimed,  *■  If  you  go  we  Öiall  not  parc 
.  **  with  your  fnend,  he  muft  remaio  here  aB 
**  your  hoAage.  Mr.  Altamont,  fioce  yov 
**  have  been  his  preferver  you  canoot  refufe 
**  to  be  his  bondfman."  Altamont  ftiU  h^ 
litated.  De  Lille's  fiience  hafl  alarmed  hv 
delicacy,  and  be  moft  reltij^tl^^fiidfome- 
H  4  tbbg». 
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thing,  he  fcarcely  knew  what,  about  bufinefs 
in  London.  **  Sir,"  cried  Mrs.  De  Lille, 
with  redoubled  ardour,  *'  you  fhall  vifit 
*'  London  whenever  you  pleafe,  but  as  you 
**  are  my  fon's  reprefentative  this  muft  be 
•*  your  home/'  Vallancy,  looking  affec- 
tionately  at  bis  mother,  and  turning  to  bis 
friend,  replied,  "  Give  me  your  word,  er 
•*  I  retrafl:  mine;  don*t  you  renjember  it 
**  was  you  who  made  me  promife  to  ferve 
*•*  in  parliament/' 

.  De  Lille^  now  thinking  it  incumbent  on 
him  to  unite  in  the  common  caufe,  faid, 
with  the  beft  grace  imaginable,  "  I  truft 
Mr,  Altamont  is  too  good  a  patriot  to 
refift  fuch  a  plea.*'  Altamont  did  not  re- 
fift;  he  was  but  too  happy  to  obey ;  and  his 
acquiefcence  diffufed  general  fatisfafcion. 
Vallancy  whifpered  to  him  to  afcertain  whe- 
ther  Mifs  Rouvigny  was  not  the  original 
Flora,  and'repeated  hisinjunflionof  fecrefy 
refpeöing  the  Incognita.  Lord  Marmiton 
thcn  propofed  that  De  Lille  fhould  accom- 
pany  them,   obferving   facetioufly,  he  was 

a  moft 


CC 


a  moft  fuccefsfiil  canvafler  widi  die  ladies. 
The'  erening  pafled  b  perfeä  hannony. 
Hn.  De  Lille  was  Ughtened  of  half  her 
carea;  herhoi|^d4i«Ml^pf!f^ofhi8ho^ 
VUlancy  animated  l^  anticipatioiia  of  fuc-- 

played  around  her  fancy !  iJSrhat  a  tender,  de» 

ücious  joy .  filled  her  heart !    With  thofe 
fweet,  penfive  features,  thofe  downcaft  eyes, 
[      how  much  more  thsm  gay,  how  happy  was 
CordeBa ! 


«  • 


. 


.     I 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

T\E  LILLE5  though  unwilling  to  lofe 
eciat  of  accompanying  Lord  Marmit 
from  whotri  iince  his  marriage  he  had  ne 
befbre  recei?ed  any  mark  of  attenrion,  ^ 
littlev  fitisfied  with  the  arrangement,  wb 
left  Cordelia  fo  acceffible  to  her  firft  | 
Pepton    Previous  to  his  departure,  he  t< 
an  opportunity  of  repearing  to  his  daugt 
all  the  encomiums  Vallancy  and  His  Lc 
fhip  had  pronounced  on  her  beauty,  a^ 
affuring  her  that  Mrs.  De  Lille  was  incen 
at  her  fuperiority  to  Mifs  Rouvigny. 
then  expreffed  his  concern  that  the  houfe 
to  be  encumbered  during  his  abfence  \ 
fuch  ayoungman  as  Altamont,  not  that  he 
trufted  her  prudence^  on  the  contrary  he ' 
füre  fhe  would  know  how  to  preferve 
own  dignity  and  repulfe  his  attentions,  U 
fliould  dare  to  obtrude  tbem»  He  concla< 
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by  faying,  that  he  hoped  fhe  would  defeit  his 
wife's  malice,'  whofe  aim  it  had  ever  been  ta 
keep  her  in  humble  obfcurity.  He  then  left 
her  abruptly,  unwilling  perhaps  to  involve 
himfelf  in  any  thing  tike  an  altercadon» 
vhich  might  very  naturaliy  arife  in  her  zeal 
£ir  the  Txndication  of  her  firft  precepton 

Cordelia,  it  will  eafily  be  imagtned,  was 

Ho  longer  (atisfied  witb  her  father,  and  whea 

fte  retumed  to  the  Company  (he  was  almott 

^quadly  diilatisfied  witb  Aitamont»    He  had 

tko  longer  that  lock  of  ammation  and  enthu^ 

fiaiin;  (he  mifled  the  ardent  ezprefiion  of 

sijdniiration  (he  had  before  obferved  in  his 

^rountenance ;  be  now  wore  a  grare,  and 

aümoft  a  melancboly,  afpeär»    Cordeita  fao» 

cded  he  regretted  bis  friend^s  departure,  and 

'^vondered  how  tt  had  come  to  pafs  that 

crery  body  had  aj^eared  to  happy  yefter* 

<lay. 

When  the  canvaffers  were  gone  he  re- 
tired  to  his  own  apartment,  to  wrke  letters 
to  Switzerland,  or  periiaps  to  indol^ehis 
owH  sieditatioos»    Till  he  was  once  more 

H  6  in 
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in  Beachdale  it  had  never  feriouily  occurred 
to  him,  how  little  he  had  employed  hu 
talents  fince  he  left  it;  and  tili  he  faw  Cor 
delia  he  had  never  deeply  regretted  thofi 
illufions  of  fancy  in  which  he  had  waftec 
his  youtii«  To  what  pUrpofe  had  he  hitheric 
lived  ?  His  talents  were  not  known  beyonc 
the  College,  or  the  circle  of  his  friends  ;  he 
had  travelled  ;  he  had  acquired  a  fund  oi 
knowledge,  and  ftill  he  had  lived  for  nc 
honourable,  no  noble  objed.  Thofe  anony- 
mous  letters,  thofe  myiterious  remittances, 
were  now  remembered  with  regret,  almofl 
with  difguft..  All  thefe  refledlions  were  fuf- 
ficiently  obvious,  but  he  was  indebted  ioi 
them  to  Cordelia:  by  a  fingle  impreffion 
made  on  the  heart,  the  dreaius  of  fancy  dif- 
folved  in  air,  and  returned  to  their  primitive 
nothing.  Nor  was  this  his  only  fource  ol 
painful  refleäion:  he  knew  not  whether  to 
confider  De  Lille  as  ungrateful  or  generous. 
When  he  compared  all  the  circunfftances 
attending  thofe  fecret  donations,  he  agreed 
with  Mrs.  Bruce,  that  they  could  have  been 

tranf- 
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tranfmitted  from  no  other  quarter;  but, 
when  he  faw  and  heard  tbe  fuppofed  donor, 
he  almofl  fubfcribed  to  bis  friend  Vallancy  s 
opioion,  that  it  was  as  likely  to  have  come 
from  ihe  Genii.  , 

This  ftate  occaiioned  fuch  palnful  alter« 

nadons  of  feeling,  that  he  determined  not, 

even  if  Cordelia  fliould  induce  him,  to  re-^ 

main  at  Beachdale,  if  he  could  not  difcover 

whetber  De  Lille  was  or  was  not  his  private 

teiefaftor.     Notwithftanding  all  thefe  fe- 

vere  refolutions,  his  penfivenefs  yanifhed, 

he  knew  not  how,  when  he  had  been  half 

^an  hour  in  her  fociety.     But  the  cloud  that 

"äd  refted  on  his  countcnance  paffed  to  her*s 

when  Haller  obferved,  that  having  failed  in 

the  objed   of  his  miflion  to  England,  he 

ftould  return  to  Germany  in  three  or  four  . 

weeks.     Mrs.  De  Lille  was  profufe  in  ex- 

preffions  of  regret ;  and,  having  exhaufted 

all  /he  had  to  fay  on  the  fubjeö,  fomewhat 

abruptly  afced,  if  he  was  not  an  Engliffi- 

man.     "  In  my  father's  right,  Madam,  if 

"  not  in  my  own  j  I  was,  I  believe,  born  in 

«  this 
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*^  this  kingdom,  but  have  fpent  almofl:  all 
^^  my  life  out  of  it.'*    After  this  queftion 
he  funk  into  bis  meditative  mood,   from 
\7hich  he  was  only  Fouzed  wben  Cordeli^ 
propofod  a  walk.    He  readily  aflented.    AU 
tamont  was  invited  to  join  them;  and  as 
Mrs.  De  Lille  had  happily  no  relifh  for  fuch 
rural  pleafures,  they  proceeded,  without  her^ 
to  a  heath-covered  hill,  which  had  been  Al- 
tamont's  favourite  haunt  in  childhood ;  and 
was  fo  celebrated  for  its  falubrity,  Chat  ap» 
plications  were  often  made  for  the  admif* 
fion  of  patients  to  the  farm-boufe,  (the  only 
habitation  it  afforded,)  for  their  recovery. 

The  path  wound  through  green  kmes 
and  delicious  fields,  prefenting  a  conftant 
variety  of  landfcape.  At  firft,  Haller  walked 
with  his  two  young  friends,  equally  delight- 
ing  them  with  his  funds  of  knowledge  and 
thought,  his  refined  feniibilities  and  unaf* 
feded  benevolence.  He  never  entered  on 
political  or  metaphyßcal  difcuilions ;  he  had 
a  few  fimple  principles  to  which  all  his  wiC* 
dorn  appended ;  he  loved  to  think  that  fociety 

5  like 
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iike  man  was  in  a  progreffive  (hte,  and  that 
virtue  and  truth  were  advancing  their 
courfe.  To  talk  long,  however,  evea  on 
ihefe  moft  congenial  themes,  feeraed  to  fa- 
tigue  his  attention ;  he  required  the  freedom 
of  filence  and  folitude  for  peace  and  medita- 
tün.  When  ihey  reached  the  fumtnit  af 
the  bill,  therefore,  he  quicted  his  com- 
panions,  and,  ftationed  on  a  verdant  knoll, 
contemplated  thediUant  fea,  fo  dimly  feirn, 
dutt  its  fublime  ftorms  were  only  prefent  to 
eye  of  fancy,  whillt  the  wide  expanfe  of 
country  fuggefted  Images  of  peace,  plenty, 
aiid  fecurity.  Altamont  and  Cordelia  gazed* 
ea  Itis  mild  religious  afped.  "  The  firft 
**  moment  I  faw  him,"  cried  Altamont,  **  I 
**  obuld  have  wilhed  to  call  faim  father  }'* 
**  Tliat  vas  exsiäly  my  feeling,"  repfied 
flie;  then  blufhing  wich  the  coafctou&e& 
rint  fiie  might  feem  to  refleä  od  her  ovn 
l^rent,  flie  added,  '*  fbr  he  appears  to  be 
**  Ute  common  guerdiau  of  the  humaa 
*  aoe.'* 

"Thofe 
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"  Thofe  very  words/*  cried  Altaroont, 
"  were  on  my  öwn  Ups ;  but  why  does  he 
**  'lead  this  melancholy  exiftence  ?'* 
.  **  Melancholy !  he  is  furely  the  •  moft 
'*  cheerful  old  man  I  have  ever  known; 
*'  and  though  he  has  neither  wife  nor  chiU^ 
"•dren,  he  feems  not  a  folitary  being  ;.  he- 
"  ereiltes  for  his  heart  fo  many  interefts^ 
*'  and  he  has  fo  much  tendernefs,  I  could 
"  readily  make  him  my  confeffor/' 
a  Altamont's  eyes  avowed  that  he  thought 
ihe  had  no  faults  to.acknowledge,  but  hfe. 
checked  the  expreilion  of  his  feelmgs,  and^ 
looking  at  her  fteadily,  faid,  ''  I  believe  I 
"  could  convict  you  of  an  amiable  trea- 
«  chery?'* 

*^  My  confcience  anfwers,  not  guilty/* 

"  Is  it  not  to  you  1  owe" —  he  ftopt, 
unwilling  to  proceed. 

*'  You  owe  me  nothing.   I  am,  and  ever 
"  fhall  be,  your  mother's  debtor/* 

"  Cordel^a,  yes,  I  muft  once  more  call 
"  you  Cordelia,  teil  me  truly,  have  you 

**  never 
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•*  never  heard  of  Valfinore's  munificence  to 

•*  my  mother  ?" 

"  Till  this  moment  I  never  heard  his 

••  name/' 

"  No! — then  it  could  not  be— ^and  yet 

•*  it  muft  be." 

Here  he  appeared  loft  in  perplexity. 
Gordelia  ventured  to  enquire  v?hat  he  meant 
bj  his  queftions, 

Altamont,  who,  ßnce  he  had  nothing  elfe 
to  oflFer,  found  it  foothing  to  give  his  con- 
fidence  to  Cordeh'a,  readily  commenced  his 
'öother's  ftory ;  and  perceiving  that  Haller 
had  quitted  his  ftation,  and  was  quietly 
refting  in  the  porch  of  the  fann-houfe, 
careffing  the  children  of  the  family,  who 
W  gathered  round  him,  he  led  Cordeh'a 
to  a  plantation  of  fir  trees,  where,  in  his 
boyifh  days,  he  had  raifed  a  fwing  for  her 
amufement.  Cordelia  well  remembered  the 
trees  between  which   the  fimple   machine 

ufed  to  be  fufpended ;  its  place  was  now  fup- 

plied  by  a  ruftic  bench,  where  Altamont, 

iiiviting  her  to  reft,  foon  finilhed  his  httle 

narralive  ; 


nam^p;  at^whith  flut^was  Ib  taudf  ttvidM 

that  bad  he  before  diftruftäd,  rhe  mift 
haye  be^n  convinc^  ef^  her  üVüetStj/i^ 
then  mentfoned  all.  he  had  lately 
Valfioore^  aod  M  0ie'hacL 
his  romandc  bq)es,  flie  (hared  düefil 
ragceis. «"  Bitf  imi/'lwiCovdelia»»*  h 
^  uadeiftaiMl  why  you  fliould: 
^  of  treacbery  ?*' .   Altamont  WM 
eaibarittfled  by  tbö  qnäftion»  bot 
tbe  difiHgeDittoua  .impuUe*  vbibh 
indooed   concealittent»    te 
m^fterioua  inclofureB }  addiog»  ^^  Utidtfj 
<«  circumftancea,  you  will  not  wonder  K 
<<  am  grown  fufpicious  of  Obligation/'* 

Cordelia  required  no  farther  explanatbi 
for  Ihe  eafily  comprehended  that  he  alludc 
to  her  fiither.  "  Let  us.  yet  hope/*  fl 
anfwered,  ^^  that  VaUinore  exifts ;  of  tfa 
^'  I  am  certain»  there  i&  no  one  witbi 
^'  my  acquaintance,  who  has  the  powar  i 
*'  confer  fuch  benefits.    Be  alTured  yc 

« 

**  have  iiever  yet  feen  your  noble  beo' 
««  feaor." 

Her 
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Here.  percdnng   tbat  Haller  vu  ap- 

^>]Hoacbiag,   they  rejcüned  thdr  veoenible 

affodate,  who  was  agaih  difp<^ed  to  relifli 

'    fodety,  and  converfed  vith  axquifite  feefing 

on  the  poetical  fenCimeht'  affodated  vhh 

picturefque  (ceaery,  and  tbe  inexbaufBU^ 

varieiies  of  nature.     **  Imaiginatipiii''  lud 

\>e,  "  peoples  every  deUg^idiil  fc^  Tith 

**  thevirtues,  tnon;  aiiüabk,.moft  t}eDeficeitf 

"  to  mankind.     I  am  ncnr  (hut  out  frcmt  9, 

**  thou&Dd  avenues  of  lu^  aml  plafiun^ 

"  I  have  loft  many  fwoldes  Qf  eojojDwat ; 

"  but  this  remaios, 'for  it  is  1 

"  immortal." 
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CHAPTER  X, 

nPHE  confidence  repofed  by  Altamont  m 
his  former  pupil  had  reftored  thertito 
the  franknefs  of  familiär  friendfhip.  Cordefil 
fecretly  pronounced  her  father's  furmÜei 
unjuft ;  and  exulting^  in  the  conviöion  of 
his  honourable  principles,  fhe  magnam« 
moufly  refolved  to  prove  that  their  mutoal 
fympathy  was  not  incompatible  with  the 
moft  difinterefted  attachment. 

She  had  heard  fuch  modes  of  attachment 
ftigmatized  as  dangerous  and  delufive;  but 
though  gentle  and  timid,  (he  had  too  much 
Imagination  to  fubfcribe,  on  all  occafions, 
to  the  diöates  of  prudence.  She  was, 
befides,  an  enthufiaft  in  the  caufe  of  virtue, 
and  had  a  generous  difdain  of  all  fordid 
cautions,  all  vulgär  fufpicion.  She  had 
lived  too  much  in  her  own  world,  to  relifh 
the  truifms  which  melapcholy  expenence 

-   has 
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Iias  forced  upon  maiikind.  In  fliort,  (he  had 
all  that  fenfibility  which  fo  often  proves 
dangerous  to  its  pofieflbr;  but  her  fenti- 
ments  were  always  noble :  her  heart  dif- 
claimed  communion  with  all  bat  noble 
beiDgs.  Having  decided  that  Altatnont 
^Qs  to  be  her  friend,  fhe  daily  annexed  to 
that  title  fome  new  privilege,  fome  ftill 
more  iacred  dutj. 

Recolleding  that  her  father  had  ftigma* 
äzed  him  as  a  dangier  on  Vallancy,  fhe 
ventured  in  her  tum  to  become  the  monitoV, 
and  urged  him  to  embrace  föme  profeffion 
which  ihould  give  fcope  to  his  talents  and 
ambition.  She  confeffed  how  miich  her 
own  childifh  -pride  had  been  mortified  by 
his  rebukes  of  her  inattention^and  by  what 
exenioiis  fhe  had  fought  to  regain  his  ap- 
probation, 

Aliamont  almoft  feit  compundion  at  the 
aflurance  that  he  had  ever  caufed  her  to 
weep.  Cordelia  was  certainly  revenged  for 
his  former  afperiiy ;  flie  gloried  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  fuch  a  friend,  and  refolved   he 

fhould 
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fliöuld  be  for  ever  the  objed  of  her  iifterly 
afiFedion. 

The  friend  was  not  indocile  to  her  ^- 
monitions ;  he  did  think  of  the  profeffion 
fiie  urged  him  to  embrace^  and  he  foln^ 
times  thought,  too^  that  Cordelia  herüieif 
might  at  fome  future  period  recompence 
his  exertions  and  blefs  his  choice»  Thus, 
if  the  firft  fantaflic  dream  of  youth  was 
gone,  another  almoft  equally  romantic»  but 
-infinitely  more  delightful»  fupplied  its  place. 
In  the  meanwhile  he  was  happy  in  antidpa- 
tions  of  happinefs ;  whilft  Cordelia,  on  the 
contrary,  wanted  nothing  to  complete  her 
felicity,  but  the  aflurance  that  it  (hould  be 
permanent, 

She  often  .wiflied  her  friend  would  con- 
fide  in  Haller,  but  knew  not  how  to  fuggefl: 
this  wifli.  One  morning,  havmg  expreffed 
her  eagernefs  to  fee  the  manufcript  as  a  relic 
of  his  benefaäor,  Altamont  prefented  it  for 
her  infpeftion,  and  flie  was  gazing  on  it 
with  reverence,  when  Haller,  obferving  that 
none  of  the  charafters  were  vifible,  offered 

to 
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t^taeftovr  tfaem  by  a  fimpte  procefs  mkh 
irfdch'  bi  was  fttf eßdy  acquired.  Alta- 
Mtl«geriyaobepta(ithit prop(^,  bmnov 
I^Kniwlci^uple  iqok  pofleffion  of  <:kirdelia^8 
jiML::TJie  manuicript  vm  perhaps'tbe  di^ 
ttf  Valfitioore'iiBiöft  twm  ^öught^ 
ikimh.  tjgfat  to:  foroe  thetn  firom  theif 
(ious  fanäuary  ?  At  iM  omm  «F  Valfi- 
;^iaMer  Hften^  «dth  sagmimced  *m- 
»:»  he^iail  himfdf  htttd  öf  fbb&^k  «MK» 

cYoMdMwu  €t4ciilactd  td  extite 

■     ■  :■       .-  ••■     ;   ^.   r-  ■     ■  'V.   : ' 

•imitaiiioiit  esiplained  by  what  meftns  thefe 
Pipers  had  come  into  his  poifeflion;  and 
HaUer,  after  praifing  Cördelia's  finglenefs 
of  foul,  promifed  if  he  difcovered  any  charge 
of  fecrecy,  not  lo  penetrate  beyond  the  firft 
page«  **  But  may  I  alk  what  excites  in  you 
•*  fo  much  cviriofity  for  this  Valfinore?" 

**  Only,"  replied  fhe,  eagerly,  "  that  he 
**  was  one  of  the  noblefl  and  moft  benevo- 
"  lent  of  human  beings.'* 

Altamont  was  filent :  Uailer  enquired  no 
farther,  but  took  the  manufcript  into  his 

poffeffion 


\  ■ 
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-  dl»  kangdon,  bat  bnre  d^eot  aladbätt 
**  mjr  life  ooc  0f  iL"  After  tirit  qjMflilg 
he  funk  inta  fab  ■  nwdiiatfare  nopdfJiMi' 
wfaich  !>•  w»  od^  »»»d  Wh«  CM4I 

Isrq>ofcd  a  walk.  He  i^adify  jidfillcaL  i^^t- 
tamont^ns  iuHidi  Id  joia  thaa;  ^■'''^I^MM 
Bfri.De lilleliad  faappily  im  luXilk  fm  t(if 
nffal  pleafuRB,  ihey  [iiiimh  iliirt^  iiii1li<iil||^ 
ao  a  iMack-covcrod  hflU'whidi  IukI  baMäMl' 
iBDioiit'a&voiirite  haaot  i&  childliocMl 
w$B  Ib  oelehnOfid  fiir  its  üi 
tfioatiiMi  were  oimi  nade 
fioo  of  pAtientB  to  the  farmJioiitt,  (Am-mtf 
habitatton  it  afforded,)  £3r  their  recovay«  r.u 
The  path  wound  through  greea  laaea 
and  delidous  fields,  prefenting  a  conflaat 
Tariety  of  landlcape.  At  firft,  Haller  walketi 
with  his  two  young  friends,  equally  defiglü» 
ing  them  wich  his  f imds  of  knowledge  amk 
diouirfat,  his  refined  fenfibiüties  and  xstiab 


feded  benevolence.  He  neTer  entered 
political  or  metaphyfical  difcufiions ;  lie  Jbad 
a  few  fimple  principles  to  which  all  his  wiC» 
dorn  i^spe&ded ;  he  loved  to  think  thac  fodety 
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like  man  was  in  a  progreffive  (late^  and  that 

Tirtue  and    truth  were    advancing    their 

Gourfe.    To  talk  long,  however,  even  ön 

diefe  moft  congenial  themes,  feemed  to  fa- 

^;ae  bis  attention ;  he  required  the  freedom 

.  oS  filence  and  folitude  for  peace  and  medita* 

tioQ.    When  they  reached  the  fummi6  of 

the  hill)   therefore,  he  quitted  his  com- 

Jiaiuons,  and,  ftadoned  on  a  verdant  knoll, 

cöQtemplated  the  diftant  fea,  fo  dimly  feen, 

that  its  fublime  ftorms  were  only  prefent  to 

the  eye  of  fsmcjj  whilft  the  wide  expanfe  of 

coiintry  fuggefted  Images  of  peace,  plerity, 

and  fecurity.    Altamont  and  Cordelia  gazed 

ou  his  mild  religious  afpeft.     "  The  firft 

'^   moment  I  faw  him,"  cried  Altamont,  "  I 

'^  could  have  wifhed  to  call  him  father  ?'* 

**  That  was  exaftly  my  feeling,*'  repUed 

flie;   then  blufhing  with  the  confcioufnefs 

that  flie  might  feem  to  refleft  on  her  own 

parent,  fhe  added,  "  for  he  appears  to  be 

"  the  common  guardian  of   the   human 


«  lace." 


"  Thofe 


t  «7*  VALSINOOE. 

•  to  feeliogs  and   inipreiBons  which  had 
*•  lapfed  into  oblivion  ;  what  is  forgotten  is 

'  not  miffed  ;  regret  is  the  gift  of  remem- 
'  **  brance." 

For  the  laft  two  days,  Haller  was  the 
moft  cheerful  of  ihe  party  j  but  on  the 
evening  preceding  their  departure,  Mrs. 
De  Lille  fuddenly  recolledled  thaC  Altaraont 
was  her  fon's  reprefentaiive,  and  that  flie 
could  not  perniit  hiin  to  go  wiihout  a  folemn 
promife  to  return. 

The  motive  of  her  hofpitality  is  eafily  ac- 
counted  for  by  her  Jiaving  received  a  ietter 
from  Sir  Frederic,  announcing  Mifs  Rou- 
vigny's  farther  detention;  and  anothcr  from 
Lord  Marmiton,  in  which,  after  congratu- 
Jating  her  on  her  fon's  fucceis,  he  taat^ 
tioned  his  Intention  of  revifiting  Beachdalew 
The  delay  '^^as  explained  alfo  by  Mi& 
Rouvigny  having  caught  a  fever  during  her  . 
joumey,  which,  though  not  dangeroos,  reS'- 
dered  k  improper  to  trayel  tili  IheDiouId 
have  regamed  her  Arength.  Sir  Fretoic, 
•it «ill  «^lybe  fuppofed,  w»  proroked  at 
this 
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ihb  unreafoibble  detention;  and  with  all 
his  politenefs,  his  letler  difcovered  lefs  con- 
cem  for  his  ward's  indirpofilion,  than  his 
own  perfanal  Inconvenience. 

Relieved  from  the  fears  of  lofing  Alta- 
mont,  Cordelia  was  now  grieved  at  the 
departure  of  Haller,  from  whom  fhe  had 
vainly  aitempted  to  obtain  the  promife  of 
correfpondence. 

*'  No,"  faid  hff,  "  an  oid  man  Qiould 
*'  have  no  imiraacy  but  witU  thofe  he  can 
t  •■  benefit.  I  came  to  England  on  a  public 
"  mifSon  j  l  retum  to  Germany  with  the 
**  hope  of  obiaining,  for  a  private  indivi- 
"  dual,  an  aA  of  equity  and  juftice.  If  I 
**  jwoTper  in  this,  perhaps,  laft  worldly  bufi- 
'*  nds  I  fliall  have  to  tranfaft,  you  will  fee 
'*  me  again ;  otherwife"— He  ftopped  alv 
Ft^ly — there  was  a  mournful  paufe— no 
one  ventured  to  renew  the  fubjefU 

He  did  not  reftore  the  manufcript  tili  the 

moming  of  his  departure,  when  it  was  giveQ 

into  Cordelia's  cuftody,    who  voluntarily 

cngaged  not  to  look  into  it  without  Alta- 

I  2  mont. 


floonr*    Hdler^  imilmg  with  bmlig^ 
fcrupulous  integrity»  obfenred«  it  would  br 
much  better  tfaejr  ihould  read  it  together  i;. 
adding,  ihe  would  difcover  it  was  writtwi 
£ar  her  piuticiilar  inftruöicm.  . 
*«  BtttdoeBitreferto  VaUiiiore?V  ^      ,* 
^  Hie  writer's  name  is  not  dxvi]jlg«|l|i. 
^  but  it  containa,  i|i  part  at  leaft,  th«  Itfr 
<^  toryof  fome  man  whohasta&d.ja-jQH«^ 
^  i:eftofbi9)IMne(8andoiUery.    J^JoAwm^. 
M  iBfBotyour^cunofityexdtedj**         ^,i  ^^ 
^  Tes  (  but  I  ihall  ftill  be faithful  tQ«if 
^  traft -^I  fiiall  ftm  wait  tUl  we  «can  read* 
<*  it  togethen" 

AltaxnoBt,  it  may  be  prefumed,  was  not 
ungrate&l  iar  this  artlefs  affociation*  Haller 
looked  at  them  both  with  affedion;  but 
though  bis  eyes  were  bent  on  Altamont  with 
Idndnels,  theiif  more  tender  exprefGon  was 
referved  exclufively  for  Cordelia. 


E 
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CHAPTER    SI. 


n 


A  LTAMONT  had  not  teft  Beachdale 
without  a  ftruggle  with  inclination,  for 
"»hich  he  was,  however,  foon  rewarded,  by 
ihe  confcioufncfs  of  having  afted  in  a  man- 
Jier  that  rendered  him  more  worthy  of  Cor- 
delia. As  long  as  he  indulged  his  own  me- 
ditations,  or  enjoyed  ihe  fociety  of  Haller, 
bis  hopes  were  pure  and  ardent.  He  could 
anticipateaperiod  of  recompence  ;  be  could 
imagiiie  a  fcene  of  happinefs,  which  invi- 
gorated  his  eflForts,  and  converted  care  lo 
pleafiirek  But  vhen  he  entered  into  Com- 
pany, he  was  füre  to  k^  many  of  thofe 
l)rigbt  illulions  :  the  general  tone  c^  con- 
,  Terfation  never  ^led  to  lower  his  feelings 
— to  enfeeble  his-  energy.  Every  one  had 
kept  a  regifter  of  t&ofe  who  had  f»led  in 
the  arduous  undertaking.  The  cid  fpofce 
I  3  from 
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from  ezperience,  the  yottJig  from  authdncy 
one  quoted  preccideiit,  another  produce 
example ;  and  all  concurred  in  reprefefirin 
a  young  man^s  probation  for  fame  as  dl 
moft  hazardpu  and  hopelefs  o£  all  expei 
ments. 

He  i»oiiJa]iie4  to  Haller  ef  thb  iSSM 
npog  iaaguage»  and  its  injuriqus  influenb 

'^  R^ard  k  not ;  k  ia  the  feulr,  ixt  f$ 
«  hapsthemisfoitune^ofyourcöw^ 
^  to^Fantemhufiafm;  but,  tothdrlMimi 
f^  they  aiti  is  liberal  in  rewardbg  meric  ähi 
<<  Scknowledged,  as  they  are  flow  iorj 
<<  difcovery«  Let  courage  and  perfeTera&i 
^^  be  your  motto,  and  yqu  vfill  trium] 
.**  over  difcouragement.  I  am  not  indei 
*'  familiär  with  the  details  of  your  profeüio 
^^  but  I  feel  afiured,  it  is  one  in  which  re 
^^  merit  cannot  long  remain  buried  in  ol 
"  fcurity.  But  you  muft  forget  the  r 
*^  mantic  vifions  of  youth  —  every  thing 
added  he  fmiling,  *'  but  Cordelia/' 

"  And  that  vifion,"  faid  Altamont,  ** 

*'  perhs^  the  moft  extravagant  of  all/* 

«  N 


•s 
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**  Not  to  the  man  who  fliall  really  deferve 
her.  Ambition,"  added  he,  "  is  a  noble 
paffion ;  but  let  it  find  fome  objed  in  the 
heart,  and  lofe  its  native  hardnefs,  by 
mingling  with  the  beft  and  deareft  afifec- 


^*  tions." 


In  fuch  converfation  Ahamont  infenfibly 
krgot  the  difparity  in  their  age,  and  poured 
foith  his  youthful  feelings  with  ingenuous 
Confidence« 

Haller  once  faid,  "  The  young  accufe 
^  the  old  of  want  of  fympathy ;  but  it  is 
^  the  old  who  are  flighted  and  negleded^ 
•*  becaufe  their  feehngs  can  only  be  under- 
^*  ftood  by  thofe  who  have  arrived  at  their 
**  own  experience.  The  fame  paffions  which 
*^  now  reign  in  your  foul  have  prevailed  in 
^^  mine;  I  underftand  their  language,  and 
^^  am  an  adept  in  their  idioms ;  but  I  have 
**  fince  known  feelings  with  which  you  have 
**  yet  fornied  no  acquaintance,  and  for 
**  thefe  I  fliould  vainly  aik  confideration  or 
**  fympathy.*' 

I  4  Altamonc 


Altamont  was  fomctimes  remmded  of  lue 
mtimacy  with  WoodviliCjof  wfaofe  charaftei' 
he  gave  a  Jketch  with  cqvial  aniinalion  and 
fideilty.  He  Jameuted  the  lapfe  in  their 
correfpondencc,  but  confoied  himfelf  with 
ihe  perfuafion,  thal  his  friend  was  now  en- 
joying  eafe  and  profperity. 

One  evening,  as  he  was  waiking  wiib 
Haller,  converfing  on  this  fubjeft,  and  te- 
grelting  that  a  man  of  fuch  talents  fhould 
have  been  lofl  to  the  world,  he  pafled  a 
perTon  whofe  figure  fb  flrongly  referabied 
Woodvllle's,  that  he  had  almoft  pronounced 
his  name,  when  he  was  frartled  by  his 
ghaftly,  baggard  countenance.  A  momem's 
reäeäion  convinced  him  this  could  not  bt 
Wöodville.  In  hb  momentary  view  wf  thie 
ftranger,  he  had  obferved  that  he  nas  ffiab^ 
bily  drefled,  and  had  an  appearance  of 
abjeQ:  poverty : '  befides,  he  looked  (o  mücb 
older,  that  it  was  cleariy  impoffible.  Thö 
impreffion,  howerer,  dwelt  on  his  tnind^ 
and  he  was  unufually  penfive,  when  Haller 
fuddenly 


TALSINOEE.  I77 

fuddenly  begged  him  to  take  the  addrefs  of 
a  Hamburgh  banker,  with  whom  he  was 
acquainted,  and  through  whofe  medium  he 
inight  always  hear  of  him  whilft  he  conti- 
nued  in  esiilence. 

■  At  parling  for  the  night  he  bade  him  fare- 
well,  and  fhook  his  band  tvvice,  but  wichout 
intimating  his  intended  departure ;  nor  was 
it  dll  the  next  morning  that  he  fcnew  his 
iriend  was  reatiy  gone,  having  left  the  houfe 
at  day-break,  and,  as  was  fuppofed,  wilh 
the  Intention  of  proceeding  immediately  to 
the  place  of  embarkation. 

Altamont  was  diffatisfied  wiih  this  abrupt 
«it,  in  which  he  almoft  fancied  he  detected 
a&-  eccentricity  unworthy  of  fo  fublime  3 
cbaraider.  But  he  dwek  not  long  on  this 
invidious  fubjeä ;  he  recoUeäed  his  en- 
gagement  to  returo  to  Beachdale,  and  with 
fuch  precipitation  dtd  he  prepare  to  ful^  it, 
that  he  took  his  leat  in  a  coach  which  only 
went  within  fifteen  miles  of  Vallancy  houfe, 
vhen,  by  waitiog  another  hour,  he  might 
1  5  have 
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I  'have  been  conveyed  withm  half  a  milc  of 

'  die  village. 

I  On  leaving  the  coach  he  was  fortunale 
aiough  to  procure  a  horre,  on  which  hc 
proceeded  with  fuch  espedition,  that  before 
riie  clofe  of  day  he  came  within  vicw  of  the 

.  hill  Ig  which  he  had  fo  lately  walked  with 
Haller  and  Cordelia.  The  fun  was  again 
finking  beneath  the  horizon,  and  Altamont, 
animated  by  love  and  ambilion,  contem- 
plated  the  fcene  with  unufual  delight.  He 
has  now  juft  entered  a  wild  romantic 
healh,  by  many  a  childifh  rarable  endeared 
to  remembrance.  It  was  here  and  there 
planted  with  trees,  but  more  commaotf 
chequered  only  with  fur^^  a&d  of  &>  un», 
even  and  undulatisg  z  furface,  that  itt  evd^r 
ten  paces  the  travella"  obferved  a  new  lond^ 
icapef  land  thoogh  within  a  qdarter  (tf  « 
mile  of  a  public  road,  perceived  no  ve4|]g« 
of  any  human  h^iiation.  ■    - 

Altamont  was  gallbping  dowa  a  decBvk)', 

when  he  pereeived  beföre  him  anöthei*  fiS- 

tary" 
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tary  horferaan,  to  whom  a  footpad,  who  aC 
ihat  moment  iffued  from  an  adjacent  thicket. 
Was  prefenting  a  piflol.  He  inftantly  fpurred 
bis  horfe  to  the  fpot :  the  gentleman  was  in 
the  aft  of  delivering  his  purfe,  whetl  the 
robber,  perceiving  Altamonr,  dropt  the 
piftol  from  his  band,  and  darted  back  to  the 
copfe,  yet  not  fo  precipitately  but  that  his 
features  raight  be  dirtinguiflied,  and  dif- 
tovered  again  the  pale  haggard  count^nance 
fo  ftrongly  refembÜng  Woodville.  In  the 
toeanwhile,  Altamont's  horfe  having  takeQ 
^  fright  at  the  piftol,  which  exploded  in  its 
fall,  threw  his  rider  with  fuch  violence,  that 
his  right  arm  was  difiocated, 

Tlie  perfon  to  whofe  relief  he  had  ar« 
riv^  thus  opporttmely,  and  who  was  no 
other  than  De  Lille,  now  adrancing  to  the 
fpot,  affifted  him  to  rife,  and  with  many 
acknowledgments  for  his  ktnd  interpofition, 
eondu^ted  him  to  a  hovel  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  heath,  from  whence  he  difpatched  ä 
boy  for  a  fungeon,  who  lived  in  the  next 
iriHage ;  aad  theo,  as  Altamont  decliaed 
j  6  reraouniing 
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remoundng  bis  horfe.  De  Lille  left  it  ^xritl 
bis  own  to  the  charge  of  the  peafant  wh< 
lived  in  this  hut,  and  walked  with  bim  lei 
furely  to  Beachdale.  On  tbeir  way  the; 
could  talk  of  nothing  but  the  lale  adveo 
ture.  De  Lille  obferved,  that  often  as  h 
had  traverfed  that  heath,  it  was  the  firi 
time  he  had  ever  met  with  any  interruf 
tion  ;  and  then  added,  that  to  fpare  bis  wii 
and  daughter  unneceflary  uneaiinefs,  : 
would  be  well  to  fupprefs  any  meniio 
of  the  intended  robbery.  "  Not,"  adde 
he,  "  that  I  do  not  wifli  to  do  juftice  t 
*'  your  gallantry/' 

Altamont  readily  concurred  in  the  propc 
fal ;  and  De  Lille  added,  "  As  to  the  wretc 

who  attacked  me,  I  could  idcntify  him  j 

any  time;  had  you  not  a  view  of  his  face  ? 
1  certainly  had  a  glimpfe  of  his  fe; 
"  tures,  and  they  ftrongly  reminded  me  < 

a  much  efteemed  friend,  vvhom  it  is  in 

poflible  that  it  fliould  be." 

*Tis  a  flrongly  marked  countenance, 
replied  De  Lilie,  '•  and  1  fhouid  kuow  it  i 


"  an 
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*•    any  quärter  of  the  globe.    He  has  a  re* 
*  *    tnarkable  furrow  in  the  forehead,  proba- 
**   bly  occafioned  by  accident,  which  would 
**   difUnguiih  him  among  ten  thoufand." 

**  Do  you  ihink  fo  flight  a  mark  deci- 
■  **  five  ?"   faid  Altamont,  "  for  that  I  re- 
•*  member  too  in  my  friend.** 

*•  Oh,  there  are  other  marks,"  faid  De 
I-jUe,  carelefsly,  "  but  for  the  prefent,  we 
**  ^idll  fay  nothing  about  biro/* 

Altamont  was  nearly  exhaufted  when  he 
J^ched  the  houfe,    fröm  which  Cordelia 
h^ppened  to  be  abfent  on  a  vifit  with  Mrs. 
De  Lille  ;  and  he  therefore  miffed  whatever 
P^in  er  pleafure  he  might  have  experienced 
from  obferving  her  countenance»     In  re- 
ceiving  the  news,  fhe  probably  exerted  fome 
foriitude,  fince  her  father,  from  that  time, 
fc^tned  to  have  difmiffed  his  fufpicions  of 
her  friend,  and  now  mentioned  him  with 
cordiality  and  efteem.     For  fome  days  he 
^^s  confined,  by  the  confequences  of  the  ac- 
'         culent,  to  his  Chamber ;  it  was  certainly  tan- 
^^Uzing  to  be  thus  eftranged  from  Cordelia  ; 

8  nor 


I'? 


>^. 
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laar  iM8  he  confbled  by  her  bAafi 
vifits,  and  fpedoos  but  heonlefs  courtefie^^ 
for  tbe  lofs  of .  her  endearbg  fodety; 
ing  hb  impnfoninent,  he  received  a* 
(prightly  letter  from  Vallancy»  who  apfed^tf^ 
to  hare  almoft  ibigottj^  the  Inc^gfiita^'' 
parliamentary  amicipadonsu-  , 

De  IMe  received  ah  inykatkiii  t^^ 
MarmitOQ^  which  he  was  too  jx>lkic 
accept }  and  having  now  deteifted  the 
of  hb  wife's  perverfeneft,  he  mentioiMd^Al^ 
tamont  to  her,  in  terms  of  puraife  tery  dW^ 
rent  from  the  hnguage  he  had  once  addi^iKtf 
to  Cordetia.    Tliis  judidous  ftra&geMi^.fMi^  * 
ceeded ;  and  when  the  kiTalid  was  fuffidendf 
recovered  to  rejoin  the  family,  which  hap» 
pened  during  De  Lille's  abfence,  he  mighl 
have  b^n  ftruck  with  the  change  in  her  de^ 
portment,  if  he  could  have  attbnded  to  any 
thing  fo  infignificant  in  the  prefence  of  Cor-« 
delia«    Not  that  he  was  immediately  reftored 
to  all  the  Privileges  he  had  previoufly  enjoyed. 

Each  had  acquired  ajiertain  confdoufnefe, 
which  checked  the  flow  of  fympathy ;  and 

both 


irfi  niiffed  the  venerable  aTpeft  of  Haller, 

paa  whofe  fociety  they   coiild    watch   each 

'  'Other's  looks,  without  betraying  vigilance 

'  tor  fearing  deteöion.      This  new  fituation 

produced  not  in  each  a  finailar  change  of 

faitiinent.    Altamom,  obfen'ing  in  Cardelia 

fo  much   more  referve,    was   fecretly  dif- 

couraged  by  her  altered  deponment ;  and  as 

his  paffion  increafed,  his  confidence  dinii- 

niftd.     Cordelia  froni  her  anxiety  lo  pre* 

lerve  his  friendlhip,  had  a  latent  fufpicionöf 

Jislovei  not  'hat  flie  admitted  to  herfdf, 

"tat  fiie  at  once  hoped  and  feared,  and 

doubted  and  beüeved  ;  but  ihedreaded  her 

fether's  fcrutiny,  and,  as  flie  could  not  be 

uifingenuous,    his    enquiry.     She   dreaded 

(he  poßibiüty  of  feeing  him  treated  by  her 

^mijy  with  rudenefs  and  contempt.     Above 

all,  perhaps,  (he  dreaded  the  fufpenfion  of 

tfaaC  familiär  Intercourfe,   ihe  [ofs  of  that 

.«dearing  fympathy,  at  once  fo  fatisfying  to 

ihe  heart,  fo  congenial  lo  the  fency,  from 

vhich  fhe  received  fuch  delight.     In   this 

difetama  of  fentimeat,  love  ttlelf  became  her 

moniior ; 
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monitor ; .  and,  as  they  were  fully  at  libeitj 
to  fele£t  their  own  amufement,  fhe  requefted 
him  to  renew  bis  inftrudions ;  protefting  flie 
was  ambitious  to  cenvince  him  that  fhe  could 
now  be  an  exemplary  pupiL  A  monarc^ 
could  not  have  conferred  on  Altamont  a  title 
he  held  fo  dear,  as  thatof  Cordelia's  preceptor« 
But  what  fhall  be  the  fubjeft^  of  their 
ftudies  ?  She  has  magnanimoufly  refolved  th 
forfake  the  Elylian  fields  of  pöetry,  fbr  the 
higher  regions  of  philofophy.  Timidify^  for 
once,  afTuming  the  of&ce  of  wifdom,  involves 
in  one  ruthlefs  profcription  all  the  enchanting 
graces  of  the  imagination ;  and  that  every 
thing  leading  to  fentiment  may  be  banifhed 
from  converfation,  ihe  profefles  a  defire  to 
afcend  to  that  mathematical  fphere,  fo  rarely 
explored  by  her  fex,  Altamont  himfelf  has 
little  relifii  for  this  abftrafted  world  j  but 
any  woild  becomes  delightful  with  Cordelia. 
And  now  behold  her  liftening  with  patient 
endurance,  to  fuch  words  as, 

**  Ifüfcelcs  and  parallel, 
V  Words  hard  to  fpeak,  and  hard  to  fpell ;" 

.  whilft 
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'Qrhilft'AUnmont,  w  ith  compofed  gravity,  dif- 
courfes  on  the  radü  of  the  circle.  But  little 
does  ihis  frigid  language  correfpond  wiih  the 
impaffioned  enihufiafra  kindling  in  his  eyes, 
whenever  he  glances  on  the  love)y  pupii, 
who  receives  the  lefibn  with  a  bcwitching  air 
ofilefereace  ?nd  docility,  yet  often  fails  to 
colleä  tts  Import,  from  the  attention  fpon- 
'Meouily  ofFerßd  to  the  now  indulgent  and 
"devoted  tutor.  The  perufal  of  the  legend  is 
Ulli  poftponed  to  forae  more  propiiious  mo- 
Oient ;  ii  is,  perhaps,  an  innocent  device  of 
lue  heart,  to  prolong  by  the  anticipations  of 
"iC)',  the  precious  interval  of  enjoyraent. 
But  this  felicity  approaches  ics  clol'e.  Mrs. 
De  Lille,  with  Iriumph  in  her  eyes,  an- 
OouDces  the  arrival  of  Mifs  Rouvigny  in 
^^d,  and  tnftantly  reminds  Altamont  of 
^  promife  to  entice  her  Vallancy  back  to 
Beachdale. 

Coudelia  loved  Adela  ;  yet  öie  could  not 

i*j«ce  at  the  intelügence,  fince  fiie  had  a 

preTage,  that  her  arrival  was  to  be  the  fignal 

■for  AUatoont's  departure.     "  Shewastoo 

*'  much 
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**  much  fatigued  to  write  herfelf,"  ;rei terato 
Mrs.  De  Lille;  "  but  Sir  Frederic,  who  is  ai 
*'  impatience  to  retum,  prömifes  (he  ih^ 
*'  be  reftored  in  a  day  or  two." 

Cordelia  changed  countenance ;  her 
tion  efcaped  the  wary  Mrs.  De  Lille, 
was  obferved  by  Altamont,  fo  much  mo^  '- 
lynx-eyed  is  love  than  even  fufpicion. 

The  firft  moment  fhe  was  alone  with  Alc:^ 
mont,fhe  oäFered  to  reftore  the  manufcripto^ 
condition  that  he  fhould  read  it  to  her  on  tii^ 
morrow.    AltamoQt  is  too  happy  to  efcap^ 
from  Euclid  ;   his  ardour  for  the  manufcripC 
is  revived'}  for,  of  late,  curiofity  had  been  fut 
pended,  and  even  gratitude  abforbed  in  a 
dearer  objeft.     Though  delighted  with  to- 
day,  he  therefore  longs  for  the  morrow, 
which  prömifes  him  fo  much  enjoyment. 

The  morrow  came ;  the  family  as  ufual 
aflembied  at  the  breakfaft-table,  when  both 
Altamont  and  Cordelia  were  ftruck  \frith  the 
perplexity  in  Mrs,  De  Lille's  countenance, 
who,  having  haftily  fwallowed  a  cup  of  tea, 
arofe,  and  darted  through  the  park  towards 

the 


theGrange,  the  refidence  of  the  weallh)ttfar- 
mer  Mr.  Mapietoft,  and  for  fome  years  the 
retreat  of  Mrs.  Gladwin's  old  proteges. 

In  the  laft  three  weeks,  Mrs.  De  Lille  had 

often  vifited  this  worthy  creature,  lo  whom 

for  three  years  betöre,   (he  had  fcarcely 

Enouchfafed  a  fingle  civiiity.     It  will  be  necel- 

iPl^ry  to  account  for  this  change  of  conduct, 

"  though  Mrs.  De  Lille  herfelf  would  have 

beai  at  a  lofs  to  explain  the  motives  bywhich 

fhe  was  fecretly  influenced. 

It  may  be  remembered,  that  the  introduc- 
lionof  Celia's  friend  lo  ihe  Orange,  nearly 
toiflcided  with  the  period  of  Mr.  Bruce's  de- 
patture  from  the  vicarage  ;  and,  like  every 
other  tranfaäion  effefted  by  her  agency, 
was  conduÖed  in  the  ftiape  of  myftery. 
Mra.  Winifred  was  no  fpinfter,  and  expref- 
fions  often  efcaped  her,  which  intimated, 
fhat  fhe  had  been  peculiarly  unfortunate  in 
her  conjuga!  conne£lion.  No  mention  was 
ever  made.  of  her  family  ;  (he  was  obvioufiy 
illiterate  and  uneducaicd  ;  but,  what  was 
molt  furprizing,  Jh6  appeared  to  confider 
Ceh-a 
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CeÄ  as  eminently  her  fuperior,  though  flie 
paicl  fpr  her  boärd  alone,  a  (um  more  than 
equal  to  the  income  of  her  nominal  patronefs; 
and  it  was  foon  difcovered,  that  (he  difpeüTed 
alms  to  a  confiderable  amount.  Her  pnrfe 
was  almoft  as  acceflibleasher  medicine-cheft» 
in  which  fhe  took  infinite  deh'ght.  Sbe  made 
foups  for  the  fick,  diftributed  cloaths  to  the 
naked,  and  was  foon  worihipped  as  the  Lady 
Bountiful  of  the  pari(h.  In  all  but  geod- 
nefs,  indeed,  fhe  was  a  ftriking  contraft  to 
her  romantic  friend.  Sbe  was  always  attired 
with  piain  and  fcrupulous  neatnefs ;  the  cap 
and  pinner  never  forfook  her  head  ;  md  a 
gown  of  piain  grey  (ilk  was  her  conftant 
uniform.  Her  drefs  was  not  plainer  than 
her  fpeech  ;  Ihe  made  no  pretenfions  to  lite- 
rature  ;  and,  though  fhe  had  once  at  Celia's 
requefl  endeavoured  to  wade  through  the 
Hiflory  of  England,  fhe  foon  defifted  from 
the  tafk,  alledging  that,  upon  this  occafion^ 
fhe  dozed  fo  much  by  day,  fhe  could  not 
fleep  at  night. 

With  novels  fhe    experienced    not  the 
fame  difEculties ;  and  often  did  fhe  fit  in 

her 


her  eafy  chair,  groaning  over  tlie  farrows 
of  her  diftrefled  heroines,  and  raving  at  the 
diabolical  tricks  of  iheir  male  perfecutors; 
From  this  exercife  of  fancy  aione  could  it 
have  been  fufpe£ted  that  fhe  was  capable  off 
une  vindiflive  fentiraent ;  but  fynipathji 
betrayed  this  fecret  of  her  hearc,  that  with 
all  her  kindnefs,  all  her  benevolence,  and 
evenherchariiy,  ihe  never  forgot  or  forgave 
an  mjury  ;  often,  in  her  fmiple  language, 
deciaring,  that  fiie  could  fooiier  die,  thaa 
blefe  her  enemy.  In  Mr.  MapJetoft'a 
lioufeliold,  ftie  had  happily  found  an  objeft 
for  her  warnieft  affections,  in  a  poor 
üighied  youth,  who  had  been  tranfplanted 
from  a  numerous  family  ;  and  who  received 
'  hk  maintenance  from  his  rieh  relation,  as 
an  aft  of  charlty.  Feeble  and  fickly,  with 
a  decided  averfion  to  all  aÖive  purfuits,  he 
was  found  wholly  ufelefs  in  the  farm ;  and, 
SS  Mr.  Mapletoft  chofe  not  to  throw  away 
money  ön  hIs  education,  he  was  left  to 
lümfelf,  and  ftigmatized  as  a  zany,  and 
«nfidered  as  an  incuaibrance,  tili  he  found 
1  friend 
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a  friend  in  Mra»  Winifrai:;  r  ivlio  hmikg 
xuirfed  him  in  an  agnt,  foon  ooiiöcived:iGif 
her  dodle  patmnt  die  moft  tMiitSiMi^ 
ftip.  Hamg  dücovered  dutt  hemariiiil 
ofmding»  ihe  pnKwed  fw  fiiiily  iMoii^ 
ifae  intereft  of  Mn.  Gladwm,  fiill  i0Bril| 
codip  libnuy  at  the  abbey-;  whepe  |n<Ml 
bis  fmtuw  to  attni&  the  nfrtte  ^44|( 
Qiiindn,  who  fbmecknes  employed  Mi^Npi 
a  fecretary:,  fottietimes  a8  a  read<»^.^i9M| 
now  aad  dien  gave  him  in  rdtpm  a  ''ÜlMl: 
in  the  Latin  grammar^  and  a  pompthilf 
difleitation  on  heraldry.  The  fituadöil^Qf 
Aleck  Satchell  (as  he  was  called)  waa  noW 
changed.  The  Mapletofts,  perceiving  Mrs. 
Winifred's  prediieäion,  .imagined  he  was 
to  be  her  heir.  Mr.  Quintin,  flattered  by 
his  docility,  pronounced  him  a  prodigy  of 
application  \  and  Aleck  himfelf  was  per«^ 
feftly  fatisfied  that  he  Ihould  fome  day  or 
other  realize  all  the  fond  fantaftic  dreams 
of  greatnefs,  which  had  been,  he  knew  not 
when,  or  how  long  fince,  impreffed  on  his 
du^ile  fancy. 

A  vifionary 
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Ä  viiiohary  is  almoft  always  the  out- 
caft  of  nature;  a  being,  whom  fortune 
ihould  feem  to  have  excluded  from  hap- 
pinefe,  and  rarely  admitted  within  the  dear 
domeftic  circle ;  he  has  not  fhared  in  the 
rieh,  unbartered  bleHings  of  friendihip ;  the 
cheap,  yet  precious,  pleafures  of  home. 
He  is  not  found  in  the  loweft  clafs  of 
poverty.  Whoever  has  to  eam  the  bread 
beeats  is  in  no  danger  of  wandering  into 
dreams:  but  he  who  wants  every  thing 
vhich  the  foul  requires,  mnft  inevitably 
become  obtufe  or  fantaftic.  It  was  thus 
with  Aleck,  who  during  infancy  had  no 
pl^ymate,  having  been  adopted  by  a  fu- 
perftitious  grandmother,  who  duly  every 
roorning  fhook  her  tea-cup,  and  defcanted 
on  her  dreams.  At  night  fhe  was  often 
difturbed  with  that  little  fpider,  whofe 
ikk'like  murmur  has  been  fuppofed  to  be- 
token  death.  She  faw  portents  in  the  can- 
dle ;  and  if  a  coal  bounced  from  the  fire, 
believed  it  was  a  fummons  to  the  grave. 
She  was  accuflomed  alfo   to  calculate  on 

years. 
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years,  even  and  odd  ;  and  had  a  thouüand 
other  vagaries,  \i^bich  were  dropt  bto 
Aleck's  ear.  She  had  taught  him  to  read^ 
and  Jacob  Behmen,  and  the  Hiftory  of 
Witchcraft  and  of  Apparitions,  fortned  bis 
firfl  ftudies.  Once,  too,  this  care^wom 
perfonage  took  him  to  a  cunning  womany 
who  told  his  fortune ;  and  prediäed,  he 
ihould  one  day  be  a  great  man«  The 
grandame  laughed;  but  ever  after,  if  flie 
was  pleafed  with  the  boy,  would  ftroke 
his  head,  repeat  the  prophecy;  and  then, 

■ 

looking  into  an  old  court  calcndar,  count 
over  the  places  by  the  pofleffion  of  which, 
it  might  be  accomplifhed.  Aleck's  natural 
indolence  left  him  paflive  to  impreffionsj 
he  infenfibly  acquired  fome  vague  concep- 
tions,  that  he  was  born  to  no  common 
deftiny.  He  amaffed  in  Imagination  a  little 
treafury  of  hope,  and  was  fatisfied  with  his 
lot,  Whtn  he  was  transferred  to  Mr. 
Mapletoft's  faniily,  where  he  had  no  longer 
this  fond  flattering  grandame,  he  endured 
every  flight  and  mortification,  ftill  trufting, 

he 
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^  knew  not  why,  to  this  myfterious  pro- 
phecy.    Though  not  blefled  with  inftruc- 
tioDy  he  read  voracioufly  whatever  books 
lle  could  meet  with;  fome  of  thefe,   the 
mfufe  of  an  old  lumber  cheft,   happeüed 
to  be  of  a  metaphyfical  cafL    His  early 
fiiperftitions  were  clinging  to  his  mind,  but 
tfais  nöw  courfe  of  ftudy  taught   him  to 
defpife  their  names,  whilft  he  ftill  nouriflied 
his  fancy  with  their  eiTence.     A  paflion  to 
account  for    every   thing    fuddenly    took 
pofieffion  of  his  mind;  and,  refledting  on  his 
grandmother's  dreams,  he  began  to  think 
that  if  he  knew  the  events   of  the  day,  he 
could  eafily  predidl  the  vifions  of  the  night. 
He  purfued  this  fanciful  enquiry  with  fuccefs; 
for  as  he  was  perfevering  in  his  queftions, 
he  generally  extrafted  an  anfwer  to  corref- 
pond  with  his  previous  calculation.      He 
now  went  one  ftep  farther ;  he  •  began  to 
fpeculate    on  the  compofition .  of  dreams» 
and  at  length  fanded  he  could,  by  making 
certain  impreffions  on  the  mind,  induce  any 
paiticular  perfon  to  dream  as  he  pleafed. 
.   VOL.  I.  *  K  In 
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In  tbis  too  he  fucceeded^  for  the  fame  reafon 
as  before ;  as  by  dint  of  importonity ,  he  fiei- 
dom  fiailed  to  extort  the  conceifion  hewiflied. 
It  is  feldom  poflible  to  retrace  our  dream»; 
the  effbrt  of  memory  is  commonly  aided  by 
fancy ;  and  with  the  uneducated  people,  oa 
whom  Aleck  operated,  one  illüfion  is  oftca: 
miftaken  for  the  othen 

*•  Why  do  we  fall  in  love  ?*'  \vas  once 
faid  fportively  by  a  young  man  as  lively 
as  Vallancy. 

Aleck  began  to  ponder  on  the  fubjeft, 
which  appeared  to  him  pregnant  with  philo» 
fophy.  He  confidered,  that  the  general 
fufceptibillty  to  tender  impreflions  could  by 
no  means  explain  the  circumftance  of  par« 
ticular  predileftion.  The  caprice  of  the 
paflion  was  proverbial ;  it  was  notorious  that 
neither  beauty  nor  talents  extorted  the  pre* 
ference  ;  and  what  determined  the  affedions 
to  one  individual  more  than  another,  was 
often  a  problem  to  the  underftanding  ;  aiu 
the  occult  caufe  had  often  been  refoltre 

into  fecret  fympathies,  charms,  fpells,  ar 
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^ibciuUadoni ;  h«  obTenred  «tiiat  few  peopte 
dkäi  intd^  dliai  fubjeä:,  ^nthöut  ^ä^fetSrring 
Ali  d|ienidttt  of  a  cerab  fpiecies  of  fi^ 
4JMdi  fappofed  the  MxdBkm  to  be  invittv 
^Ülks.  Bat  nught  not  a&  this»  thoaglb; 
JHiMiiLf  te  refohf'ted  into  ibtemMSate  neiitill 
Igincjr?  Blay  not  two niditiduab  be in^ 
iHitt^  thiük  of  eidi  odier,  beämfe  di^ 

BoddentaUT^  aflbdated  tbgetber  in  di« 
of  a  third  peffon  ?  Iffight  liiot  thougKi: 
r.  likeiight ;  and  ivas  not  its  9iE&ni  pt6^ 
iheed  by  Tibrations  ?  Thib  inflMnee  i<^|^ 
klberio  have  been  accidentally,  exertied 
dKmgh  the  exiftence  of  its  principle  was 
imfnfpeäed ;  as  the  magnetic  property  of 
fted  exifted  long  before  its  application  to 
the  compafs.  And  might  not  fome  fuperior 
mmd^  by  intenfe,  vehement,  efEcient  ap- 
plidrtionj  acquire  the  fteerage  of  the  hu- 
man affections  ?  • 

To  the  obvious  objedion,  that  fuch 
power  might  be  mifapplied,  he  had  an 
ea^   anfwerj     that    fuch    power  could 

K  2  ne^er 
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aever.  be  exerdfed,  by  any  otie,  wlio  was 
lüiufelf  uader.  Uie  4o>nimon  of  the  paf- 
poosi  becaule  it,  (k^i^n^l^^  'hat  ardent 
and  perfeä  deTotedners  to  an  abllrad 
^jeft.  of  ,-9111^1  üo  impaÜioned  mind 
«ng  C^Ufble.  :Tbe  hypothefis  once  launch- 
td,  Solyad  i  tbon&n^  things  which  had 
ben  lutheito.  deemed  infoliible.  It  elu- 
ddated  the  üiblek  of  njiyihology;  u-bicb 
1^.  (ptniodvei  to  be  nothing  more  iban 
peribnificariotis  of  this  principle;  tbis 
medium  of  X^p^^tby,  was  by  him  to 
fae.  reclaimed  for  mankind.  To  tbis  he 
attributed  the  attachment  of  the  Spulaiw 
to  theb*  Lycurgus,  and  the  fubmUBoD 
öf  Athens  to  her  Solon. 

*'  It  was  by  intenfe  abftraftion  in  thefe 
"  fages,"  cried  Aleck }  "  it  was  by  think. 
«  ing  conftantly  and  vehememly  of  tbrir 
**  fellow  citizensj  that  tbey  eftablilhed  thdr 
.  **  mental  afcendant."  Then  he  reafoned, 
tbat  the  being  wbo  (hould  be  fublime 
enough  to  compel  the  affe^ons,  migbt 
allb  in  time  be  powerfiil  enough  to  jlill 
the 
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the  {offioQS,  which  had  been  hitherto'per- 
maoiu  to  the  world ; .  and  thc  golde» 
^e  of  the  poets,  aad  the  Utopia  of 
i^hilofophers,  would  be  realized,  when- 
'fiver  ihere  flioidd  be  a  fufficient  number 
pf  fupt-rior  mindü  to  balance  and  har- 
;^ojnize  the  moral  fympathies.  Enchanted 
^th  his  theory,  he  put  it  to  the  teft 
>^  experiment ;  and  for  thU  purpdfe, 
j^odated  m  im^^nation  tvo  youög  peo- 
]ple  of  the  viUage ;  thinkiag  of  them  to 
^e  excliifion  of  everj  othar  idea,  and 
TOh  an  ardent  afpiration  for  their  future 
f^dty. 

The  refult  was  Sattering;  for  it  happened 
•hat  they  were  foon  united.  Charmed  with 
lüs  firft  fuccefs,  he  made  the  trial  on 
another  couple  wiih  fimilar  re/ulls;  and  for 
ihecourfe  of  two  years,  operated  onmany 
more,  fome  of  whom  proved  refraftory. 
Bat  being  once  prepoffeffed  with  his  faith; 
fucfa  failures  did  not;  deprefs  his  couragej 
andjby  degrees,he~refolved  all  fuch  cafes  inro 
unfuitable  tempers,  or  previous  attach- 
X  3  .  nient^ 
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ment.  Hitherto,  however,  he  had  tried 
qnly  on  the  young  and  fufceptible«  To 
afcertain  the  extent  of  his  power,  he 
deemed  it  neceffary  to  aflbciate  in  his  mind 
two  individuals  o{k  another  clafs*  There 
lived  in  the  viUage  a  carrier,  whofe  name 
of  Nicholas  was  familiarly  abbreviated  into 
Nick«  He  was  a  tall  lank  figure ;  remarkp 
able  for  nothing  but  his  care  and  tadtur- 
nity ;  he  trudged  twice  a  week  to  the  ndgh- 
bouring  town,'  at  the  fide  of  a  little  lighc 
cart,  drawn  by  a  fingle  afs.  He  had  buried 
his  wife,  and  appeared  not  to  think  of 
another.  Indeed,  he  never  wafted  time  in 
unprofitable  difcourfe,  even  to  his  cuftomers  j 
and  day  after  day  jogged  on,  fcarcely  Qpening 
his  lips,  except  to  admonifli  his  dog,  or  re- 
büke  his  afs. 

In  Mrs.  Mapletoft's  houfhold,  was  a 
tall  elderly  damfel,  fo  ftaid  and  circum- 
fpeö,  that  flie  was  treated  with  the  defer- 
ence  due  to  a  matron.  Aleck,  being  per- 
fuaded,  that  thefe  two  people  would  har- 
monize  together,  thought  of  them  intenfely; 

and 
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Uid  even  at  church  kept  looking  from  Nick 
^o  Betty,  by  which  unfufpeded  manceuvre, 
ie  really  caufed  them  to  look  at  each  other. 
Whether  Betty  mufed  on  this  extraordinary 
ymptom  of  attention  in  Nick  is  not 
mown :  but  the  next  day  fhe  was  fent  to 
be'Carrier,  by  Mrs.  Winifred,  with  a  fmall 
«HTcel^  to  wbich  (he  attacbed  fome  impor- 
ince.  The  damfel  found  him  too  hoarfe 
Bf  »fpeak;  fhe  reported  bis  cafe  to  the  kind- 
mrted  dodrefs,  who  immediately  fent  a 
otde  of  eider  wine  and  a  poflet  by  the 
laie  meflenger;  variou»  other  friendly 
fficcB  fucceeded;  and  Aleck,  who  had 
evDted  himfelf  to  the  objeä  with  unre« 
tttted  ardour,  had  at  length  the  fatisfadioa 
>  fae  them  united ;  and  often,  on  pafHng 
leir  fnug  little  cottage,  which  had  been 
catly  furniflied  by  Mrs.  Winifred,  and  by 
tetty's  care  was  rendered  light  and  tidy, 
e  fecretly  felicitated  himfelf  on  having  been 
le  unknöwn  and  unfufpeded  agent  of 
leir  mutual  fatisfaftion  and  tranquillity. 
"bis  lafl:  effort   was  fo   decifive,    that  he 

K  4  haftened 
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haftened  to  Mrs.  Winifred,  to  whom  aioilS* 
he  divulged  his  difcovery,  and  for  whofe 
fatisfaflion  he  now  attempted  to  explain  his 
principles. 

To  explain  to  another  what  he  knows,  or 
fencies  that  he  knows,  is  always  a  fevere 
effort  to  the  vifionary,  who  inftinöively 
flielters  the  offspring  of  his  brain  in  quiet 
obfcurity. 

Fortunately  for  Aleck,  the  perfon  fe- 
leöed  for  his  confidence,  oppofed  no  ftart- 
iing  objeäions  to  his  darling  fyftem,  of 
which  flie  did  not  comprehend  the  import. 
Fortunately  too,  he  had  leamt  to  inveft  his 
ideas  with  a  dignified  nomenclature,  nhich 
materially  foftened  .  their  abfurdity.  In 
Imitation  of  many  other  original  thiiiken,' . 
he  envfioped  his  meaning  in  a  pompoiur 
fcientific  phrafeology,  and  talked  of  tbe- 
lever  of  the  heart,.  and  the  tnomenium  of  all 
itnpreffion  :  he  talked  of  cogent,  and  palHve 
agency}.  the  equitibrium  and  the  harmony 
of  the  affeäions.  "With  thefe  magnificcBt 
analogies,  he  feemed  to  have  xaifed  a  fub> 
ftratum 
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"^tum  for  his  fyftem,  and  in  pronouncing 
c^i'tain  wprds,  he  was  himfelf  aftoniflied  at 
^is  own  fluency. 

Mrs.  Winifred  liftened  with  delight, 
conceiving  all  he  meant  to  communicate 
to  refer  to  fome  fpirituäl  miffion;  and 
vith  honeft  pride,  told  him,  (he  always 
thought  he  would  come  to  be  fomebody. 
Then,  as  from  the  crabbed  words  he  ufed, 
flie  conceived  his  Operations,  whatever  they 
might  be,  to  be  ättended  with  painful 
efforts,  fhe  would  rife  from  her  feat,  and 
bid  him  take  her  eafy  chair,  whilft  (he  went 
to  fetch  fomething  to  comfort  his  poor 
ftomach.  Cheered  by  her  kindnefs,  (for 
when  does  kindnefs  fail  to  exhilärate,)  Aleck 
again  propounded  and  expounded,  whilfl 
his  good  old  friend,  looking  fometimes  up, 
and  fometimes  down,  purfued  her  knitting, 
yet  often  ftole  a  momentary  glance  at  the 
fpeaker ;  as  an  old  afiFeftionate  pufs,  fits 
blinking  ata  playful  puppy,^or.more  fro- 
lickfome  kitten,  gamboling  round  its  own 
tail,   then  quietly  fhuts  his  eyes,  and  drops 
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his  whifkers,    yet,  ftill  purring  with  fomt 

■  confiding  complacency.  j 

In  the  midft  of  Aleck's  abftraöions  üt^ 
Would  place  her  hand  oü  his  forehead,  and 
turn  back  his  hair,  and  fmooth  it  agail^ 
without  caufing  either  diflurbance  or   difi 

.  pteafure ;  fometimes  delighted  with  the  founf 
of  his  voice,  fiie  moved  her  Ups  after  hiaj 
but  alas  !  thofe  hard  words  weie  not  to  bf 
articulated  byher feeble  organs, andfhe  muiji 
lered  mob  for  mobile,  and  mum  for  movienttu^ 

,  The  lever  fhe  conftantly  perverted  to  t))| 
cleaver,  not  wiihout  fhuddering  at  the  iib 
voluntary  affociation.  But  his  divine  bar' 
mony  fhe  was  pleafed  to  hear,  and  it  feemec 
to  do  her  heart  good  to  pronounce  it  aftei 
him.  Sometimes  as  Ihe  gazed  on  Aleck 
wondeting  what  his  '-fate  fliould  be,  am 
whether  he  «ould  be  recompenfed  for  bi 
exertions  in  behalf  of  his  fellow-creatures 
a  tear  dropt  on  her  knittijig  needle,  and  ai 
fhe  foftly  wiped  it  away,  flie  fighed  *'  Go< 
"  blefs  thee."  It  was  a  fcene  at  once  tende: 
and  ludicrons.      The  benevolent    Halle: 

\2  WOUl( 
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would  have  raifed  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and 
fecretly  rejoiced  that  the  human  lieart  was 
fo  richly  furnifhed  with  fympathies,  fupply- 
ing  the  place  of  intelligence ;  and  that  the 
fimple  and  the  wife,  the  illiterate  and  the 
learned,  could  interchange  kind  confiding 
afifedion,  and  amicably  confort  together. 
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■    '  ■     •     'Bf' 

■  -t  n-.-r*- 

-VrOTWITHSTANDING    Aleck^    it»»^ 
^^  fervc.  and  Mrs.WmiM'8  dacw«ii# 
it  was  himoured  in  the  village  that  he  poC- 
fefled  certain  occult  powers.    As  a  fevenill^' 
fon  b'e  was  already  entitled^  to  fome  revo^^' 
ence ;  and^  from  the  period'of  bis  eftabl^  • 
ment  in  Mr.  Mapletoft's  family»  had  c 
ftaiitlybeenfolicited  tofurnifh  amulets  foi'the 
hoopirig-cough  and  ague.    Now,  liowever, 
whether  from  fome  imperfeft  Communica- 
tions of  bis  old  friend,  or  fome  hints  incau- 
tioufly  given  to  the  married  parties,  k  was 
whifpered,  that  he  could  make  people  angry 
or  loving  juft  as  he  pleafed  j  that  he  could 
induce .  fleep   or   ftupor;    and  eure  either 
colds  or  fevers  without  medicine.    The  little 
boys  were  filenced  at  bis  approach,    and 
their  mothers  often  flHled  their  Glamours 
with  hib  name.     Some  of  thefe  rumours  had 

reached 
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reached  the  domellics  in  Vallaiicy  houfe  p.  I 
and  Mrs.  De  Lille,  who  fomeiimes  liftened  i 
to  her  goflipiiig  maid,  had  b^en  highly>  | 
ämufed  wiih  the  relation.  The  ftory  wa*  J 
i'Ppcarcd  with  addtiions,  and  (he  lliiil  laughed^  J 
but  ivondered  whai  couU  have  given  rifu  xoM 
f"ch  a  bL-lIcf.  1 

Sometimes,  in  ihlnking   of  her  fon  andj  I 
^lifs    Rouvigny,    fiie    hcartily  wiflied    ibao  i 
ftich  a  power,  as  was  attributed  to  Alcck«^ 
"lould  be  lodged  with  mothers,  to  iiiducQ'J 
compliance  whh    their    reafonuble   wilheM 
when   they  could   no   longer   extort  obedi- " 
eace ',  not  that  (he  gave  the  leaft  credit  to 
theffctales,  but  Ihe  was curious  to  trace  their 
origia.     It  might,  perhaps,  be  poUible  to 
Octraft  from  ibis  ftrange  Aleck  fome  ufefui 
lüot  to  direkt  her  own  movements  ;  ai  any 
i^te  it  was  a  harrhlefs  and  diverting  fpecula- 
1.      The  idea  öoated  in  her  miod,  with- 
out  exciting  any  correfpondent  aftion,  tili 
«ter  her  fon's  arrival  at  Beachdale  ;  theo, 
fceptical  as  ftie  was,  flie  vifiled  the  Orange, 
«orleoufly  careffed  Mrs.Winifred,  and  by 
pro- 


pwfcfling  a  wifti  to  fee  Aleck  purfuing  fome 
boBOurable  profeffion,  obtained  her  com- 
fi^t  confidence.  At  firft,  fhe  could  with 
dfficulty  refrain  from  laughing  ;  but  when 
Mr.  Winifred  cailed  in  Aleck,  and  defired 
bitn  to  impart  bis  knowledge ;  he  fpoke 
witb  fuch  promptitude  and  confidence, 
aWWed  bis  own  conviftions  with  fuch  un- 
pwaneditated  energy,  and  fo  veiied  iheir 
aMordity  by  fcholaftic  or  philofopbJcal  lan- 
guige,  that  Mrs.  De  Lille  fouiid  herfeif 
utawjy  confounded,  and,  inftead  of  fmiling, 
waJs  loft  in  doubt  and  aniazement. 
.  Perceiving  he  had  made  a  favourable  im- 
preflion  on  his  auditrefs,  he  launched  forth- 
with  (inufual  energy  ;  "  It  is  nothing  occdII' 
**  or  ftrange :  It  is  what  every  where  taktt 
*'  place.  Every  one  poffeffes  the  facultiM' 
'*  for  this  mental  Operation ;  every  one  h 
"  unconfcioufly  accuftomed  to  employ  it.'* 
"  Sir,"  faid  Mrs.  De  Lilie,  "  do  yoa- 
*'  mean  to  fay  fuch  power  as  yoilr's  can  b* 
'*  acquired  at  will  ?" 

"  I  do, 
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**  I  do,  Madam.  My  fecret  is  nierely 
**  attention  and  abfiraSt'ton.  You  have  only 
**  to  think  intenfely  of  certain  perfons, 
*•  purely  for  their  fake^  without  any  cal- 
*^  culations  of  intereß^  any  impulfes  of 
«  paßon:' 

"  Well,  Sir,  and  fliall  I  thus  compel 
"  them  to  think  of  each  other  ?" 

**  If  there  be  nothing  incompatible  in 
**  their  tempers,  no  previous  prepoffeiflion, 
*'  you  will;— ^be  affured,  Madam,  the  thing 
**  hsq>pens  every  day,  without  our  fufpeft- 
«  ing  lt." 

HereMrs.  De  Lille  very  gravely  aflced,  if 
he  really  could  name  any  particular  inflance 
in  which  this  influenae  had  produced  an 
Union.  Aleck  fmiled  at  the  queftion,  arofe, 
went  up  ftairs,  and  prefently  returned  with 
a  bock,  in  which  he  had  entered  the  names, 
and  detailed  the  progrefs,  of  every  indivi- 
dual  on  whom  he  had  operated.  In  fads 
there  is  always  fomething  that  impofes  re- 
fped.  Mrs.  De  Lille  was  ftaggered,  and  it 
immediately  occurred  to  her  that  the  real 

objeft 


'  t*    ' 


objeA  of  De  Lille's  recent  attentions  at  tbe 
orange,  was  to  ^gage  Aleck's  kffiftandrirf 
creating  an  attachment  between  her  fon  i^ 
Gordelia  ;  flie  fickened  at  the  furröife;  IW 
even  went  again  to  afcertain  if  it  was  j<l^^ 
Aleck  never  mentioned  herhufbandvifil 
fhe  was  at  jength  perfuaded  heiir  cohjeoitte 
was  unfounded ;  but,  in  the  courfe  6fi0 
Conferences  with  the  Vißönary^  (he  (oIgIISI 
thought  his  fyftem  defirable,  that  (he  bä^i 
to  tfaink  it  feafible  ;  (he  was  too  fenfibtrai 
ridicule  tö  commit  herfelf  on  fuch  a  fi 
and  therefore  carefully  concealed  all 
newiy-acquired  knowledge.  But  t^'hilft  Al- 
tamont  was  initiating  Cordelia  into  mathe- 
matical  trurhs,  fhe  was"  endeavouring  to 
iriitiate  herfelf  into  Aleck's  fubtleties,  fe- 
cretly  refolving  not  to  truß  but  to  uß  him ; 
to  attend  to  his  hints ;  to  colleft  all  his 
ideas;  and,  ifpoflible,  to  öperate  with  hör 
o\yn  faculties  in  the  manner  fhe  wifhed.  In 
his  inltruöions  he  exafted  two  things,  al- 
moft  equally  difficult  and  repugnant  to  her 
charafterj  (hat  fhe  flbould  not  think  of  her- 
felf. 
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ielC^Bor  of  any  other  bemg,  with  difplea« 
fux%.  Such  abftradion  as  this  v9zb  indeed 
dificült,  if  not  impoffible;  yet  Mrs.  De  Lille 
kaul  aow  fo  ftrong  a  modvje  to  ufe  felf-re- 
'  Ibraint,  that,  for  a  whole  week,  ihe  was 
kiie^  out  of  temper. 

The  fight  of  Aleck  was  now  eflendal  to 
'  kegr  tranquilUty ;  and,  when  •  flie  had  fo 
fcWüpÜy  quitted  the  breakfaft  table,  ihe 
l^ianiedtd  the  Grange,  almoft  with  as  much 
as  Altalmönt  atteoded  Ck)rdelia  to  the 
Thisimpofihg  nsune  which  hiad  beea 
given  to  an  apartment  opeh  to  the  garden, 
fitted  up  as  a  ftudy,  and  embellifhed  with 
the  Portrait   of    Mifs  Rouvigny,    in   the 
dxarafter  of  Flora,  had  glafs  doors  on  each 
fi^de,  the  one  opening  to  the  lawn,  the  other 
to   the  flowery  parterres,  which  embalmed 
die  air  with  delicious  fragrance.     Here  Cor- 
delia prefented  to  Altamont  the  manufcript, 
Pi'edfely  as  fhe  had  received  it  from  Haller. 
A^ltamont  obferved,  at  the  commencement 
öf  the  firft  page,  thefe  words,  '*  A  legend 
for  my  children/'     The  writing  waö  per- 

feftly 
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;*  tbem,  whenever  they  fliöuld  be i^(e4 
^<  to  Claim  ir,  njy  fideüty  and  allegidi 
"  During  my  refidence  at  Rome',  ^^ 
^^  united  in  brot^erly  friendflijp  ;  "M^ 
c^young  £ngU£hman  of  my  own  pm 
«'  fioii,  whofe  fifter  had  lately  tidl$ 
<*  her  fcruples  to  cur  cbrnmui 
^^  av9wed  her  preference  of  the 
«  feith.  ^  •^     --"^1 

<*  %  -friefid  iUbert,  deeply  InnMJg) 
**  her  apoflafy,  repeatedly-  empli 
^*  pen  IG  combat  her  new  prind] 
'^  fomedmes  engaged  my  clandeftine-au 
^^  ance  in  the  correfpondence.  tn  r^ 
"  for  fuch  petty  fervices,  he  communical 
to  me  her  letterö,  which  were  fometin 
unavoidably  on  the  fame  fubjed.  In  l 
replies  to  his  arguments,  fhe  often  i 
covered  powers  öf  reafoning  which  i 
torted  our  admiration.  It  was  impoflil 
not  to  be  charmed  with  the  eloquence 
her  ftyle,  the  energy  änd  intrepidity 
"  her  fentiments. 
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..^*rBatI  «ra^  ai  tfaü  period,  uwmucb  the 
^  ijfhvf  (^  prqi^ce;  to  'relifb.  in  ad  iadivi- 

"  dual  of  her  fex  fiich  ptrotpis  'of  mental 
"  independence ;  and  iffb^il:  Atbot  ODce 
"  intimated  a  wifli  that-it.Aight^beiny'faie 
"  to  recmm  her  cd  thO:[räüttfe  iäith«'Aitd 
"  to  receive  her  hand  aa -the  Tnl  of  her 
"  converfion,  I  fecretjjl .  revolted  at  thf! 
"  fuggeflion ;  and,  ihdjiigfc  affursd  thatibe 
"  was  young  and  lovely,  ftäiriini^;medfor 
"  her  a  mafculine  for|i,'ittd!ajhatih,  .re« 
"  puifive  afped.  I  hadj  ho«Eewr^  a  ftroagr 
"  curiofity  to  fee  fo  extrawJjnary- a-femile,' 
"  and,  at  parting  from  Albert,  promifed  to 
"  ■  väit  him  at  his  uncle's  feat  (where  he 
"  reßded  with  his  fifter),  as  foon  as  I  had 
'-  feen  my  father,  who,  from  cares  and 
"  mortifications,  was  ^prematurely  fuüüng 
**    to  the  grave. 

*'  I  retumed,  then,  to  the  dear  native 
"   coumry  which  a  long  feafoa  of  eftrange- 
**  uent  had  npt ,  b^fhed  JiDm  remem- 
brance;  but  I  :r0Q§ived  nö  joyful  wel- 
come..  From  the  period  ai  my  uncle's 
"  ufurpa- 
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**  ufurpatioQ,  a  fchirm  had  prevailed  in  q 
"  femily.  My  eider  brother  had  befj^ 
"  prodigal,  and  my  father,  overwheirtiij 
•*  with  chagrin  and  difappointment,  w 
"  about  lo  make  a  voyage  to  Lifbon  fi 
**  his  health,  attended  only  by  my  fiftie 
••  who  had  long  afpired  to  the  religioi 
•*  vocation.  The  moment  of  meetk 
**  vas  almoft  immediately  faddened  t 
**  that  of  parting ;  and  for  what  purpo 
"  was  I  retumed  ?  The  curfe  of  banilhmei 
*'  ftill  purfued  my  fteps.  In  this  our  b 
*'  loved  country,  I  was  an  alien  radii 
*'  than  a  Citizen :  I  found  no  occupatic 
*•  for  talents,  no  fcope  for  ambition 
*'  wherever  I  tumed>  fome  invidious  cau 
*'  of  profcription  oppofed  my  progrefs; 
"  whatever  I  afph-ed,  jealoufy  or  fnfpicic 
"  ftigmatized  the  effort,  and  intercepti 
**  the  recompence. 

"  The  love  of  fame,  that  nobleft  impul 
"  of  the  youthfui  mind,  that  aflive  fjrii 
"  which  vivifies  patriotifm,  and  fcatte 
"  through  a^fne  peopk  the  genttit  i 


**  every  generous  and  heroic  fentimentj 
*'  in  me  was  but  a  felf-amufmg  paflion, 
**  fatal  to  my  own  peace,  and  boonlels  to 
**  the  Community.  It  was  little  to  be  ex- 
*■  cluded  from  power  and  privilege ;  I 
**  was  debarred  from  hope ;  I  was  not 
"  allowed  to  participate  m  national  glory. 
"  Tfae  oblation  I  would  have  ofiered  was 
"  rejeäed  j  I  was  llke  a  ftranger  in  the 
"  Jand  of  my  fathers ;  I  had  no  accefs  to 
"  the  temple  of  honour ;  and  was  almoft 
"   robbed  of  life  in  being  condemned  to 

obfcürity. 

"  Under  fuch  circumdances,  I  deter- 
"  mined  to  engage  in  the  Auitrian  fervice, 
**  in  which  foreigners  often  rofe  to  emi- 
"   nence  and  diltinäion. 

'*  On  leaving  Ireland  I  did  not  forget 
"  my  friend  Albert,  who  had  reminded 
"  me  of  my  promifed  vifit,  and  ivas  earneft 
"  in  bis  entreaties.  to  prevent  my  final 
" -cqiatriaiion.  I.determined  to  pafs  fome 
"-  time  at  bis  uncle's  feat,  and  from  thence 
'^  tl».proceed  on  my  foreign  career.  Having 
"  taken 
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'*  taken  a  filent  ferewel  of  die  maafioa  ii 
«  which  I  recehred  my  Uxth^  I  immmmirn 
^  mj  ibiitäry  jounieyj  lodulging  a  ibt^fl 
*^  mental  intozication,  on  whidi  IxarfiHi 
**  now  refleä  without  aftonUhmeat.  15h 
««  pamfiil  drcurnftances  in  "M/eh  I$^fa| 
u  been  latdj  placed  no. kxiger  openie|bMil 
<c  my  mmd.  In  uügination,  I  övedWi 
^  ^1  naiTOW  booncte  and  drcapaicKijpJl^ 
«<  I  had  a  thoofimd  TiikinB;  of/ futoii^^^ 
^  Taft  and  magnificent;  my  aiBbilia»#|| 
^  pure  from  envy;.  there  was  nopmiiq^ 
^^  of  greatnefe,  to  which  another  had  reafcfciii 
^*  but  my  heait  had  fecret  afpirationa  £oe 
**  ferne  nobler  pre^minence. 

Thefe  fplendid  illulions  of  fancy  wen 

at  length  difmÜTed,  when  I  arrived  oi 
"  the  wettern  coatt  of  Englaad,  and,  happ] 

to  efcape  from  the  limitation  of  a  veflel 

« 

proceeded  on  foot  to  my  friend's  habita 
**  tion.  In  retracing  this  paflage  of  m^ 
''  life,  an  agitation  like  that  of  youthfii 
^  hope  tremWes  through  my  frame.  Th< 
^^  moft  minute  circumftances  are  recallei 

«  witl 
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BL  wich  the  vivid  fcnfailons  of  the  moment, 

'    for  of  ihat   dtüciüus  evening   not  one 

"  emotion  is  loft  ;  not  a  look  efcaped  j  nor 

"  is  one  word,  one  thought  forgotten. 

■  **  It  was  twilight  when  I  approached  the 

'"  houfe,  and  though  unable  to  difcern  a 

"  Jfingle  feature  of  the  landfcape,  T  Iiad  a 

"  general  impreflion  of  its  beauty.     The 

"  "Vernal  fragrance  in  the  airj  the  luxuriant 

"  fbliage  interpofing  its  gratefui  gloom ;  the 

"  mingling  fliadows  of    hiüs  and    dales, 

H^  coptrafled  with  the  blue  horizon ;    the 

^P""  Uafhing  of  a  caiaract,  heard  only  in  in- 

"  tervals    of   filence,   when    niral    founds, 

"  and  all   the    litile    namelefs  noiices   of 

"  human  neighbourhood  were  fufpcndcd : 

"  all    thefe   confpired  to  create  a  piöufe 

i       '■  für  the  eye,  and  to  give  a  foretafte  of 

"  future  enjoyment. 

"  The  hoiife  had  once  been  a  priory, 
li'ioiwd  >vas  ftill  approached  by  a  long 
"  avenue  plantpd  with  elm  ti*ees,  which 
'*  ftill  gave  it  a  religious  afpeö.  I'was 
*'  here  kindiy  grected  by  Albert,  wlio  had 
VOL.  I.  L  "  been 
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'  becn  watching  my  arrival,  and  who,  per- 
'  haps  to  prolong  the  firft  precious  mo- 
'  ments  of  coiifidence,  conduded  me  by  a 
■  private  circuitous  route  through  the  gardea 
'  to  the  houfe.  The  room  into  which  he 
'  uftiered  me  was  lofty  and  fpacious.  I 
'  perceived  at  one  of  the  venelian  Windows 
'  a  female  figure,  not  one  feature  of  whofe 
'  face  was  now  difcernible.     She  was  In- 

*  flantly  announced  by  my  friend  as  his 
'  fifter ;  the  Sufanna,  with  whofe  niind 
'  I  fancied  niyfelf  fo  well  acquaJoted,  bui 

*  who  welcomed  me  wiih  fo  fweet  anc 
'  frank  a  voke,  as  at  once  difarmed  me 
'  of  half  my   prejudice.     When   ihe   \ef 

*  the  room  to  give  orders  for  my  receptioc 
''  I  perceived  a  fort  of  gloomy  void ;  whe> 
'  ihe  retumed  and  renewed  the  attentioiK 

*  due  to  her  brother's  friend,  joined  in  tJfc. 

*  converfation,  with  that  modefl  franknels 
'  thatcharmingfpontaneouscourteryfiR^ft^ 
'  Belongs  to  innocence,  I  forgot  where 

*  was ;  I  had  no  facLhies  for  any  ofb£ 
■"  objeft.    Yet,  whilft  my  eyes  foUow^ 

7  **  ti* 
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9*  her  gracefui  motions,  and  I  Mened  al- 
**  moft  with  devotion  to  her  enchantlng 
*  accents,  I  wiÖied  to  prolong  the  ob- 
**  fcurity  by  which  fhe  was  half  concealed, 
*■  with  an  avaricious  love  of  pleafure.  t 
^  almoft  feared  to  fee  her  iace,  iefl  it  öiould 
'*  not  harmonize  with  the  image  already 
"  traced  by  fancy.  ßut  the  apprehenfioa 
"  was  unfounded ;  her  countenance  revealed 
*•  the  lovelinefs  of  her  charaäer ;  her  fine 
"  features  were  always  lighted  up  with 
**  intelligence  and  fenfibility  j  but  at  times 
**  Ehere  was  in  her  eyes  an  emanation  of 
"  foul,  a  look,  an  expreflion,  all  uneanhiyj 
"  not  the  tranfient  luftre  of  youth,  but  the 
**  bright  refulgence  of  irainortality. 

"  I  retired  warm  with  admiration;  and 
*'  by  a  flrange  contradiÖlon,  I  found  the 
"  very  qualiiies  by  which  I  had  previotifly 
"  been  repelied,  among  ihe  mofl  powerful 
"  and  irrefiftible  of  her  attradions.  That 
*'  a  woman,  fo  young  and  fo  gentle,  fhould 
**  have  been  capable  of  fuch  energy  and 
*'  mtrepidity ;  that  flie,  who  feemed  frora 
L  2  **  her 


"  her  dclicacy  and  fofmefs,  formediil 
*'  love  alone,  fliould  have  dared,  from  p 
**  ciple,  ro  brave  rhe  reprooft,  or,  what4 
^*  more,  the  affeftionate  perfecution  ofj 
*'  £anuly^ — it  was  this  paradox  in  4 
^'  rafler  ihat-  at  once  touched  and  'J 
*'  dued  my  foul  ;  it  was  for  Sufanna  ah 
**  to  reconcile  fuch  contradiftions;  ^ 
"  could  be  no  fecond  Sufanna  ia^l 
■*'  univerfe!  i( 

.  **  Yet  with  all  my  enthufiafm,  I  fi)i 
■■'  for  her  apoftacy ;  and,  wilh  a  lover's« 
*•  detemiined  ro  aiteinpt  her  converfl 
■"  it  was  on  a  deÜcioiis  morning,  and  da» 
•*  arural  excurfion  which.iiad  been  plam 
*'  for  the  purpofe,  that  I  entered  on 
'**  arduous  tafk.  The  moft  voluptü< 
■**odDur  embalmed  the  air,  the  birda* 
"  finging  around  us,  and  the  fongsof, 
'*  merry  ruftics  refounded  oh  every  ß 
**  Never  was  there  üich  a  fcene  for  pc 
*'  micai  difcuflioDi  and  never  was  tbep* 
*'  lavdy  a  difputant.  But  how  was  I  e 
■"  nilhed)  to  difcover,  ünder  her  geD 
.  ,'  "-mod 


F 
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?"  modelt,  unobtrufivc  fitnplicity,  the  moft 
t*'  coniprehenfive  pqwers  of  underltanding, 
enforced  by  ihe  iiioft  touching,  artlefs, 
all-perfuanve  eloquence.  Inftead  of  re- 
forming  her  faith,  I  endangered  my 
'  «»wn ;  her  anfwere  excited  doubts  never 
'  before  admitted  to  my  mind  j  for  the 
'  firft  time,  I  learnc  to  diftruft  the  Impofing 
'  name  of  authority :  love  had  given  a 
'  'ieflon  of  candour,  and  I  foon  became  fo 
liberal  in  my  conceiiions,  that  Siifanna 
Awould  fay,  with  a  fmiie,  L  was  niorfe 
'  than  half  a  heretic.  Bul  our  focial  hours 
xvere  not  confiiiEd  to  fuch  fubjeäs.  The 
delights  of  her  fociety  were  inexhauftible  ; 
her  jLKigment  was  fo  prompt,  her  tafte 
fo  exquilife,  her  impreflioris  fo  vivid, — 
-aind  yet  fo  deep,  fo  Ilvaly,  and  ftill  fo 
'■  permanent;  her  fympathies were fowidely 
■  «^iffufive,  her  principles  fo  pure,  her 
tseiievul^ce  fo  expandtd,  (he  inipired 
virtue  by  hi?r  bold  conviftion  of  its  ex- 
,  iftence.  All  her  idyas  were  of  fponta- 
"iieous  growth,  and  Ihe  fcaitered  ihem 
I.  3  '*  with 
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^  mdk.  frank  and  guilelcft  ßmpHdif ;  mi» 
^  conTdouflj  enriching  every  fubj^oA    «a 
<*  which  flie  touthed.  .  .       - 

««  Sereral  montbs  pafled  in  th»  d^hr-  ■    ^ 
^  hl  interoourfe,  in  which»  vithoitt 
«  mendoning  lore,  we  mutuially 
«•  ftivted  afieäion.     My  intc^ed 
^  were  fufpended,  or  rather  fbvgi 
^  beaune  more  ardendy  attached  lo 
'*  fer  Snfanna's  iake;  ihe  had 
^ me  a.new  foul;  die  mift  of 
^  difperfed   from  my  eyes;    tfae 
,^  wdght  of  bigotry  was  xemomd 
^  my  heart« 

^  Albert  had  at  firft  obfenred  önr  friend«* 
<*  fhip  vtrith  pleafure ;  and  he  again  intimated^. 
^  that  if  Sufanna^s  converiion  was  efieded^ 
'*  the  difparity  of  fdrtune  on  my  pait  woulA 
^  form  no  obje£Hon  with  his  uncte,  o» 
*•  whom  he  and  his  fifter  were  equally  de— 
*^  pendent.  But  I  was  no  longer  anxiou9 
*^  to  accomplifli  this  obje& ;  and  I  was  too 
'^  ingenuous  to  difguife  the  change  in  m] 
^  fentiments.      From  that  moment,  m; 
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"■  friend  affumed  a  different  afpeft.     I  was 

**  beginning  lo  perceive  the  eftrangement, 

"  when,  facally  forme,  thePretender  made 

*»  his  long  meditated  invafioa,  and  recalled 

••  my  former  pledge  of  fervice  and  fidelity, 

•*  Though   far  from  having  acquired  juft 

*•  concepdons  of  the  EngliOi  conftilution, 

'*■  I  had  infenfibly  cprreded  many  of  my 

••  former  errors,  and  was  no  longer  abfurd 

•*  enough  to  conceive,  that  the  welfare  and 

**  profperity  of  thofepowerfulreaimsfhould 

'  •*  be  hazarded,  for  the  fake  of  one  unfor- 

,  ••  tunate,   but  imprudent  family.     Yet    a 

•'  promife  was  fo  facred  an  Obligation ;  to 

UvtHert  a  fiiend,  in  the  moment  ofdifE- 

**  culty  and  danger,  implied  fuch  derelic- 

**  tion  of  principle,  fach  bafenefe  of  fenti- 

**  jneDt,  that  I  could  not  dedde  to  cancel 

*•  the    engagement.     Albert,  though   he 

"  blamed  my  fortner  infatuatbn,  now  not 

**  unwilling  to  fee  me  feparated  from  his 

**  Gfter,  pronounced  my  engagement  irre-* 

vocable,  by  the  laws  of  honour ;  and,  by 

**  toy  romamic  mind,  the  laws  of  honour 

L  4  **  were 
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*♦  were  omnipotent.  I  could  conceive  no 
"  degradation  fo  dreadful,  as  the  con- 
"  fcioufnefs  of  dtlibcrate  treachcry,  and 
"  pufillaiiitnous  defertion.  Raihly,  ihere- 
*'  fore,  I  engaged  in  an  enterprife,  from  its 
*'  fiift  movement  devoted  to  deftruftionj 
*'  tnadly  tore  myfelf  from  Sufanna,  though 
"  I  wirneffed  her  filent  anguilh,  and  dif- 
*'  covered,  even  in  her  averted  eyes,  the 
**  affurances  of  tendernefs  and  affeftlon, 

"  I  pafs  rapidly  over  this  aft  of  folly, 
*'  on  wbich  I  cannttf  now  with  patieDce 
"  refleö..  The  fate  of-the  expeditio»  was 
"  foon  decided ;  and  for  myfelf,  I  haJ 
*'  hazardcd  and  lofl:  all  for  honour.  I  was 
^*  known  in  the  camp  by  a  Scotch  namea 
'*  which  I  had  affumed  frcwn  mbtives  oi 
*'  tendeme^  to  my  family,  whom  I  wajs 
"  unwilling  to  involve  in  the  confequencea 
f  of  my  temerity..  Under  this  fiäitibU- 
*'  title  my  perfon  was  minutely  defcribe<B 
'*  and  a  rewa^d  offered  for  my  apprehera 
*'  lion.  Various  were  the  ftratagems 
_  "  employed  to  elude  difcovery  and  puir 
"  fuitr  , 
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"  fail ;  not  for  ihe  fake  of  prolonging  life, 

"  iince  I  twice  rejefled  the  opportunity   of 

'' efcaping  to  France  j  but  wich  tlie  hope 

''  of  once  more  feeiiig  my  Sufanna,  whofe 

'  image,  fupreme  iii  lovelinefs  and  truth, 

'  ftill  threw  a  gleam  of  moinentary  blifs 

'  over  iTiy  wretched  exillence.     Animated 

'  by  this  ofajeä,  I  tiicotijitered  perils  and 

'  hardfhips  innunierable,  tili  finally  I  ar- 

'  rived  wiEhin  a  few  miles  of  the  fpot  where 

'  I  had  firft  known  her,     At  this  diftance 

'  frora    the    fcene    of    hoflility,    I  ,con- 

ceived   jnyfelf  fafe,    or  ralher  had  no 

■  further  iiiducemeiits  for  confuhing  fafety  j 

I  therefore   difcarded    the    difguife,    in 

'  which  I  had  perforrned  the  laft  part  of 

my  journey,  and  eagerly  proceeded  ;  not 

'    wüh  the  dejefled  afpecl  of  an  outlawed- 

'    man,  but  rather  with  the  ardour  of  the. 

happy  iover,  who  defcries'  the   goal  of 

hope,  and  aiready  anticipates  ihe  raptu- 

■  rous  wekoinö.     I  approached  the  man- 

'  lion,  and  ihough  no  longer  greetod,  in 

*  the  avenue,,  I  almoft  rnechanically  ftruck  . 

L  5  ^  "  JDlO 
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"  iato  the  fame  path  by  which  Albert  h 
•'  led  me  to  the  garden  ;  and  witho 
**  feeing  a  fervant,  or  one  human  bein 
••  proceeded  as  before  to  the  room 
"  which  I  had  firft  beheld  Sufanna,  when 
"'  found  it  blank  and  empty.  A  fudden  fe 
"  chilled  my  heart.  I  (hould  have  coi 
**  cluded  the  houfe  to  be  defolale,  hat! 
•'  not  heard  from  an  adjoining  apartmei 
*•  two  voices  in  angry  altercation.  My  on 
**  name  was  pronounced  with  churlifli  ii 
'**  patience ;  I  fcarcely  attended  to  ti 
•*  Import  of  the  words,  fo  intenfe  was  r 
**  folidtude  for  Sufanna.  As  I  lillened, 
**  heard  an  outer  door  recoil  with  violenc 
"  there  was  then  a  paufe  of  filence,  in  whi 
*'  I  bad  no  power  to  move.  A  convulfi 
**  tremor,lbook  my  frame.  Idreaded 
**  bear  that  Sufanna  no  longer  eiqftc 
**  At  tbis  moment  I  was  ftartied  by  a  fig 
**  fo  deept  (o  plaintive,  that  it  might  bB 
"  touched  the  moft  (bdurate  heart,  but 
**  mine,  it  was  the  \ikSed  harbinger  of  je 
«I 
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for  Sufknna  fpoke  with  her  own  delight- 
ful  voice. 

"  '  Oh  brother,  how  can   you  Change 
fi-om  fo  warm  a  friead,  to  fo  bitter  a 
*•  foe?' 

"  '  I  loved  him,  tili  he  betrayed  my  con- 

fidence ;  and,  wiih  bafe  hypocrify,  under 

1**  the  pretext  of  reftoring  your  faith,  in- 

*  vcigied  your  affeftions.' 

"  '  Cornelijs  is  incapable  of  hypocrify ; 

*■  how  can  yoji  be  fo  fufpicious  ?' 

"  •  How  can  you,  Sufanna,  be  fo  cre- 
f  **"  dulous  ?    Think  not  he  will  be  conftant 

"in  love  ;    ihis  apoftate  frqm  his  church  ; 

**  this  hypocrite  who  deluded  your  brother; 

**this  cowardwho  conceals  his  name;  this 

**  traitor,.  who  has  contrived  to  make  his 
efcape,  in  fome  pitiful  difguife,  will  not 
long  think  of  the  giri,  who  wouid  läcrifice 
for  him  the  honour  of  her  family.' 
"  I  could  hold  no  longer,  but,  tranfported 
at  once  with  love  and  indignalion, 
rußied  into  the  roorn.  '  No,*  cried  I,  *  I 
aiTume  no  difguife.  I  attempt  not  to 
L  6  "  efcape. 
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*'"efcape.  Take  my  life.  Salisfy  your 
*'  revenge.* 

"  Sufanna,  who  was  at  firft  motionlefs 
•*  with  aftonithment,  iiow,  ihrowing  herfelf 
**  between  us,  exclainied,  '  Oh,  my  friend, 
".my  brother.' 

"■  '*  Albert  haughtily  replied,  '  Fear  not, 
•*  Sufanna,  ihat  1  (hall  fully  my  fword  wiih 
"  bis  blood  ;  but  he  is  a  rebel  publickl^i 
"  proclainied,  and  werc  my  uncle  prefont 
"  he  would  deliver  hini  to  juAicc.' 

■  "  '  Impüfllble,'  cried  Suiamia ;  '  U 
*'  could  not  be  io  crwA.'  ^ 

"  '  How,  giri,  would  you  facrifice  al 
*'  your  family  to  this  apoftate?  Are  yo^ 
*•  liot  aware,  ihat  it  would  be  at  cur  per-i 
"  to  harbour  him.' 

**  ■ '  Heaven  forbid,'  cried  I,  '  that  an. 
**  ihbüld  fuffer  for  my-  unworthy  fake. 
*'  came  but  to  take  one  lail  and  everlaftit», 
*'  löbk ;  and  now  let  me  go  hence,  o 
<*;'matter   whiiher.'- 

-  "  Now  firft  feelißg  the  lofs  of  ftrength, 
"  ftagger^d  towards  the  door;  a  mift  g£ 

■■■'".  ■■■   -  "  ther^s 
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'*  fhered  before  my  eyes,  as  I  ftraineJ  them 
■'  to  gaze  on  my  Sufaiina.  Terrified  by  my 
**  pale  countenance,  flie  caught  myarm, 
**  and  with  gentie  violence,  compelled  me 
to  be  fcated.  Albtrt  himfelf,  from  an 
involumary  impulfe  of  picy,  brgught  n 
cordial,  which  his  filier  prefeiited  to  my 
Ups }  at  tbat  moment  he  heard  bis  un- 
cle's  voice,  and  wilii  evident  alarru,  ex- 
claimed,  '  What  fliall  we  do?  he  cannot 
be  concealed.  Fly,  Cornelius  !  I  would 
not  have  hira  fiicrificed.' 
'*  '  No,'  cried  I,  *  hcre  woufd  I  die;  here 
■Would  I  obtain  my  releafe.*' 
•'  <*  Madmai>,  you  mu(t  hot  die  beneath 
this  roof,'  cried  he. 

'•'  »  Oh,  my  brother/  cried  Sufanna ;' 
•  go  to  my  Und«,  prevent  hi»  entrancej 
whilft  I  affiil  him  to  efcape.*' 
"  He  inftanily  obeyed ;  and  Sufanna, 
opaaing  a  glafs  door  which  commu- 
nicated  with'  the  garden,  conduäed  me 
by  a  covered  walk  to  a-  grotto,  through 
\cbich  was  a  fubterraneous  paffage  to  the 
"  Park, 
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**  Park,  which  opened  to  the  country.  Hetw- 
"  bidding  me  remaln,  rill  flie  ihould  fend 
"  her  nurfe,  a  erufty  old  domeftic,  to  convey " 
**  me  to  a  fecure    retreat,    ihe    haftened 
"  back  to  the  houfe  to  prevent  fufpidon,  — 
"  and  to  watch  over  my  fafety.     In  about  - 
"  half  an  hour,   her  faithful  agent  arrived^   _ 
**  and  having  fumiftied  me  with   the  dif—  - 
*'  guife   of    a    ploughman's    frock,    con—  — 
'*  duöed  me  by  the  fubterraneous  route  - 
*•  to  an  old  ruinous  edifice,  excavated  fron».  - 
"  a  cliff;  which,  being    fuppofed    to    b&  " 
"  haunted,      was    a    place    of     impreg—  - 
**  nable   fecurity.      Here  flie  ufliered   m^ ' 
•'  into  an  apartment,  which,  though  darlc-- 
*'  and   dreary,    was    to   my  furprile,    für — 
'*  nifhed  with  various    articies    Sex    fivpy 
**  ufe.    And  I  leamt  from  my  aüeadanf^- 
**  that  Sufanna,  baviog  long  ezpeäed  jny 
**  arrival,  had  chpfen  this  fpot>for  tnjr.ümc—^ 
<<  tuary ;  fbe  added,  that  her  tmde  w^^ 
"  fooD  to  accompany  Albert  on  a  vifit  to  di 
"  lady,  to  whom  he  was  to  be  united }  aa^ 
"th»« 
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"^    "  that  flie  would  then  fee,  and  reftore  rne 
"  to  liberty. 

*'  The  next   day  flie  revifited  me,  with 

*'  new  admonitions  to  vigiiance.     Though 

•'  I  had   happüy  not   been  feen    to  enter 

"  the   houfe,    my  approach    through   the 

**  Park  was  obferved  ;    and  the  pufilkni- 

**  mous  uncle,  jealons  for  hls  own  excuFpa- 

f  "  tion,  had  lodged  an  information  againft 

I   •'  tne.     She  added,  ihat  Albert  believed  I 

I  *'  was   proceeding   on  my  jouraey ;     and 

r**  that  Sufanna  conjured  me,  for  her  fake, 

■*'  to  fubmit  with  patience   to  my  dreary 

*'  captivity.     I  was  fo  carelefs  of  h'fe,  that 

■**  I  fliould    fcarcely  have  obeyed  the  in- 

*•  junftion ;   but  for  my  ardent  defire  to 

^*  faave  one  more  interview  wilhmy  be- 

■**  loved.     Even  with  this  motive  for  obe- 

^*  dience,    I   found    the  time  intola^bljr 

^*  tedious;  fometimes  my  attaidant  con- 

**  veyed  a  bock  to  my  dreary  apartraent. 

^*  l  had   my  fingle  lamp,  my  folitary  feat; 

**  fiui^ty  al<Mie  was  wanting,    to  roider 

«thi»  , 
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"  this  a  hermil's  cell.  My  impalience  b^*- 
**  came  exiretne,  and  I  was  lempted  once 
"  mpre  to  go  boltily  to  tbe  houfe,  and 
•*  exiort  my  promifed  meeting.     * 

"  Ooe  evening,  when  even  my  aitcndant 
*•  had  been  for  two  daya  abfeilt,  a  lighc 
"  footflep  delcended   lo   my  g!oomy  apart> 
"  menr,  and  fmiliiig  like  a  beiiignani  angcl     -=— 
**  of  peace  and  liberiy,  I  beheld  ni)  Sil-     — 
V  fanna< 

"  '  At  length,'  cried  Qie,  *  I  am  comt.  -  "» 
*'  to    fulfil    my    promife.      My     brother^^s- 
"  fully  perftiaded   ihat   you  are  now   fai — ^^ 
"  diflant,    is  gone    on  his  intended   vifit— — - 
*'  Wiih  the  afliftance  of  your  incomparabl^=^ 
*<  guide»  I   bave  prepared  every  thkig  fo^^v 
**  your  efcape:  your  paffage  is  taken  in  ^^b 
1'  Vfffei    which  is  to  Ikil    to-morrt>w,  foEiS 
•*  LUbon,  and  horfes  are  now  waiting  t^^o 
**  convey  you  to  sbe  porl.*    At  thefe  word    ^ 
*'  her  countenance  changed,  and  her  voic-  ^ 
**  faultered,  aa  (he  added;  ^  Go  liien,  Co»r^- 
*'  nelius,  whilll  you  njay  j  and  in  your  cru^sJ 
**  exile    Ibmetimes    reniember     Sufanna-  -' 
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<»  *  Noi  never/  cried  I,  *  my  life  is  for- 
•*  feited,  nor  (hall  yours  be  endangered  by 
**  •  having  iided  my  cfcape.* 

^  She  began  to  ufe  that  languäge  of 

^    eätreaty,   which  from  her  \ira8  aknoft. 

^    always   irrefiftible.    :   •  No/    cried    I ;' 

^*   ^  fiiice  Z  was  jnfatuated  enough  to  jöia 

^  Ae^  ftandard  bf  rebelUon   againft   the 

^  Göimtry  in  which  .jou   received   ybur 

••  toA,  let  the  foHy  be  exjfiatcd  with  my 

^  ittidod.    I  fliould  not  flirink  hörn  com« 

^^  Qcm  adamiti^ ;  ndther  poverty  nor  per« 

^*   fecution  would  fhake  my  fortitude ;  but 

**   to  have  a  gulph  placed  b^tween  me  and 

happinefs,    never  to  return  — never  to 

hope  for  your  recompenfing  love ;  fuch  a 

feparation  as  this  is  defpair.     When  I  fo 

*  part  from  thee,  welcome  death,  for  life 

«^  •  » 

Ä  over. 

"  Here  flie  h^fitated — fhe  caft  down  her 

eyes — '  But  fuppofe  the  cafe  reverfed, 

*^  Cornelius ;  fuppofe  that  I  were  the  de- 

*  linquent,  and,  like  you,  anoutlaw,  would 

"  you 
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•*  younot  make  defperate  eSbrts  to  redeer 
•*  my  life?' 

"  '  Sufanna,  you  know  I  ftiould  nc 
"  ihiok  it  could  be  purchafed  at  too  dea 
**  a  price :  and  ■were  I  only  doomed  t 
•*  exile,  you  would  perhaps  confent  to  leav 
*'  your  couniry  for  my  fake.  Sufanna, 
*'  could  be  Ajpreniely  bleft  with  you  in  an 

"  region;    the    love .*     There  was 

"  ßiort  but  awful  paufe !  She  trembled  - 
*'  flie  bowed  down  her  head^her  Üf 
•*  moved  as  if  flie  laboured  for  utteranc« 
"  and  at  length,  with  half  averted  eye 
*^flie  faid,  *  Cornelius  1' — but  in  a  tone  i 
"  low,  fo  plaintive,  that  as  fhe  paufed,  (h 
**  cafl  on  me  a  timid  glance,  uncertai 
**  wbether  flie  was  underftood,  tili,  by  ni 
**  mcreafing  agitatitMi,  ihe  perceived  thac 
**  had  heard  herj  reaffured,  flie  at  lo^t 
**  proceeded — •  Cornelius!  if  you  eoal 
*'  do  fo  much  for  me,  think  me  not  quii 
"  incapable  of  the  fame  conflancy:  if  yo 
*'  could  renounce  fortune,  honour,  hat' 
**  it  is  iittle  for  me  to  relinquifli  a  counu 
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in  which  I  have  no  longer  conneSions  or 
friends ;  from  this  moment,  therefore, 
be  Dur  deftiny  the  fame  ;  and  if  you  ac- 
cept  me,  Cornelius,  I  am  wholly  yours/ 
"  Amazement  locked  up  my  faculties, 
and  for  a  moment  I  was  lofl  in  rapturous 
enirancement  j  but  hergenerofity  recalied 
my  fenfe  of  juftice  ;  I  refifted  her  offer  j 
I  even  rejeäed  her  love ;  but  fhe,  who 
bad  now  regained  her  native  energy,  con^J 
tinued  : — *  It  was  through  me  you  in» 
curred  this  penalty ;  but,  for  me,  you 
would  have  been  in  anotber  country, 
free,  profpcrous,  and  happy  :  you  can- 
not  banifh  from  my  mind  the  dreadful 
impreflion,  ihat  I  have  caufed  all  your 
mifery.  The  munificence  of  a  friend,, 
who  died  during  your  abfence,  has  fup- 
plied  me  with  a  fmall  fum,  fut&cient  at 
leaft  to  fecure  us  from  peiiury.  Though 
feeble  by  nature,  I  can  it-arn,  für  your 
fake,  to  grow  familiär  with  danger.  Fear 
not  ray  cowardice  ;  even  now  we  are  al- 
moft  of  the  fame  perfuafion  f  let  us  tafte 
"  the^ 
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"  die  fame  cup  of  adverfitj',  and  our  com — 
*'  munion  will  be  perfeö.' 

*'  Wiih  XucU  arguments  Sufanna  pr&^ 
"  vaiied  ;  1  fubmitied  to  her  guidance,  anc^ 
"  in  three  weekf;  we  were  both  traiifportetzf 
**  to  aaoiher  country  j  a  facrcd  itidillblubl^ 
'*  bond  attefting  our  unioü. 

"  We  arrived  at  Liibon  in  rime  to  fe« 
"  my  father,  who  frankly  forgave  my  ra(t>- 
*?  nefs,  and  beftowed  on  us  both  bis  pa- 
"  ternal    benediäion.      Though    evidenlly 
"  dying,  he  had  been  perfuaded  to  try  tbe 
*'  efFects  of  a  voyage  to  Madeira,  and  gladfy 
*'  liilened  to   our  prnpofal  of  embarkiog 
*'  with  hitn.     My  fiftcr,  wlio  had  at  length 
*'  taken  the  vfeU,  remained  in  a  convent  at 
"  Lifbon  ;  but  her  place  was  mofl  tenderiy 
*'  fupplied  by  mySufanna,  who,  aslhe  locAed 
"  at  me,  feemed  to  regard  my  pareitt  »i^ 
"  more  than  filial  love.     Grateful  for  bff 
*•  attention?,  he  was  eager  to  augmentouT 
"  little  trealure  ;   but  he 'had  been  fo  tnucfl 
"  impovenftied  by  his  brother  and  bis  eld^f 
"  fon,  that  he  could  only  beltow  on  us  tW 
«  little 


liitle  property  he  bsHl  lately  received 
IVoni  a  relaiion  wliu  had  dicd  in  Portugal, 
and  to  fecure  which  had  been  one  nf  his 
*•  original  molivcs  for  leaving  Irelaiid. 
I  "  ßut  wealih  was  not  wauting  to  us  inour 
'*  delicious  retreat,  which  was  fituaied  on 
■?"  rhe  firft  afcent  of  a  mountain,  and  was  in- 
deed  an  earihly  paradife.  Biir  il  was  not 
)ff  IcHig  permilted  to  n!y  father  to  witnefs  our 
felicity  :  he  expired  without  pain,  and 
N  his  remains  were  buried  in  the  church, 
R  which  bas  been  ereöed  on  ihe  feite  of 
H^iA'Iacham's  Cave,  where  tradidon  has 
■••'  placed  his  Anna's  tomb*. 

(Here  Altamont  found  afudden  break  in 
the  manufcript;  thecharactcrappeared  fome- 
mhat  changed,  the  (lyle  ftill  more  altered  at 
!tbe  rccommenceraent.) 
-'  *'  And  this  b  Madeira  ftill,  the  fame 
.**  ifland  to  which  I  bore  her,  and  I  am  at 

•  Machen!  h  fiippofed  to  have  difcovered  the 
ifland  in  the  141h  ceiitui-y.  He  had  conveycd  to  it 
hiB  miftrefe,  who  died  of  fatigue.  The  tale  ha8  been 
toooftea  told  lo  reijuire  lepetilion.^ 

-  .  -  ,  "  this 
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•*  ihis  moment  wiihin  view  of  that  fpoi 
*'  which  contained  our  earihly  paradife.     !■ 
**  was  here  ihat,  day  after  day,  we  con- 
*'  templated  the  fame  beaunfui  fcenes,   anc 
**  found  our  admiration  conftantly  renewed 
**  We  breathed  in  an  air  foft  and  delicious 
**  as  our  mutual  love,  and  friendly  to  all 
**  The  feverifh  dreams  of  ambition  vaniDiec; 
"  from  my  mind.     I  was  recondled  10  th« 
"  lofs  of  glory,  fince  it  was  replaced  h-y 
"  truih,  nature,  and  Sufanna.     Our  quiel 
*'  purfuits,  our  fitnple  recreations,  were  all 
"  hi-ightened  by  endcaring  fympathy  ;  ertö 
**  our  carcs  were  converted  to  pleafures,  by 
"  forming   belween  us  an  augmented  bond 
**  of  Union.     So  perfeftly  did  we  now  har- 
*'  monize,  that  I  had  a  tender  compuoäkA 
"  in  witnefling  any  fuperftitious  ritcs  vti 
*'  obfervances  which  might  offeod  my  be< 
'*  loved ;  whilft  ffie,  for  my  fake,  by  degre« 
**  regarded,  wiih  fomewhat  of  reverenti^ 
"  couiplacency,  the  errors  we  now  equally 
'*  difclaimed. 
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'  We  had  acquired  a  pecullar  tafte  for 

liapplnefs — a  fubtle  and  myft.'rious  fa- 

culty  of  enjoyment.    Our  felicity  repofed 

on    integrif.v,     confidence,    and    truth. 

■  With  what  delight  did  (he  liften  when  I 

'  expreffed  a  generous  fcntiment!  how  re- 

'  fulgent  were  her  eyes,  when  I  confirmed 

'  it  by  an  aftlon  of  kindnefs  and  benevtv 

'  ience  !    To  fiich  blifs  there  was  but  one 

'  alloy,  the  fatal  anncipatlon  of  iis  clofe. 

"  It  was  from  this  rock,  where  I  am  now 

'  fitting,    under  the   Ihade  of  a  branched 

'  palm,  whlch  was  then  but  beginning  lo 

'  flioot  from  its  flender  flalk  ;  it  was  from 

*  this  fpot  I  pointed  out  to  my  beloved  the 

'  dale  befiut:  the  church,  where  tradiiion 

has   placed    IMachara's   and    bis  Anna's 

grave  ;   how  bilterly  did  we  laraent  their 

fate;   how  gratefully  contraft  it  with  our 

Mm  ;  how  tenderly  we  wept  for  their 

brrows,  as  if  they  were  ftill  confcious  to 

)ve  or  pity.     '  And  yet,'  cried  Sufanna, 

it  is  a  confolaiion  to  refled,  that  one 

id  not  iong  fürvive  the  other.'     The 

"  fame 
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fam^  fentiment  was  on  my  Ups,  and  at 
the  fame  moment  an  agonizing  pang  of 
feparation  chilled  our.  hearts.  Neither 
of  US  fpoke  ;  but  the  image  of  death  rofe 
to  our  eyes ;  and,  as  Sufanna .  funk  ia 
my  arms,  we  wept  together.  , 

"  *  But  we  are  immortal,*  I  at  length 
faid.     '  Yes,*   rejoined   fhe,    with   her 
wonted  energy,  *  God  will  not  fuflfer  two 
fuch  hearts  to  be  fundered   for  ever/ 
And  IS  it  really  on  this  fpot  that  I  have 
tafted  of  happinefs  ?    By  what    dränge 
myflerious  procefs  am  I  thus  changed, 
that  I  can  no  longer  pay  any  tender  tri- 
bute  to  the  meiitory  of  her  who  formed 
my  fupreme  good.  I,  who  could  fo  freely 
weep  for  the  forrows  of  unknown,  per- 
haps  ideal,  beings,  have  no  Icnger  a  tw 
to  give  my  own.     My  heart  is  dried  up. 
The  iron  has  entered  iuto  my  foul,  and 
it  is  bcnumbed  for  ever.     I  may  give 
alms  in  charity  ;   I  may  even  fpeak  words 
of  comfort  to  the  affliäed  ,  but  I  am  no 
longer  touchcd  with  diftrefs }  I  am  grown 

"  familiär 


\ 
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familiär  to  the  contemplation  of  evil ;  I 

no    longer   defire    good ;    here    am   I, 

wretched  and  defolate.     What  a  dreary 

ruin,  what  a  dark  fepulchre  is  my  bofom ! 

I   am  fo  bereaved  of  hope,  I  have  no 

new  forfeiture    to  make  to  difappoint- 

■K'  ment.     It  cannot  be  that  I  have  ceafed  to 

^E  love ;  fmce,  even  in  writing  her  name^ 

B*  the  warm  life-blood  rufties  to  my  tieart. 

V^  She  is  never  abfent  from  my  thoughts  ; 

V*  •but  I  am  banifhcd  from  her  prefence. 

"  The  fweet  image  no    longer  vifits  my 

**  dreams  ;  I  cannot  bring  her  before  my 

"  mind's  eye  ;  thefeatures  are  ever  vanilh- 

*'  ing ;  the  fliadowy  form  diflblves  away. 

"  I  have  a  convidion  ihat  llie  lives  j  yet, 

*'  for  me,  methinks,  flie  no  more  exifts.  My 

"  faith  is  immu*able ;  but  hope  is  gone.    I 

"  am  fo    eftranged   from  joy,   I    cannot 

**  imagine  any  thing    fair    or    lovely.     I 

"  know  that  I  muft  live  hereafter  ;  but  the 

"  afpirations  for  felicity  are  departed  from 

"  me.    l  am  ready  to  fay,  '  And  who  ffiall 

"  fhew  me  any  good  ?'     I  began  thefe  rae- 

voL.  I.  M  "  moirs 
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•*  moirs  for  my  children.     I  fondly  ^tid 

*'  pated  the  moment  when  I  fhould  prüfen 

^^  them  with  this  piäure  of  their  incoi 

**  parable  mother ;    but    now  for  whoi 

fhould  I  write  or  fpeak ;    there  is  i&.^ 

human  being  who  can  commune  wi^fi 

me  on  the  only  thcme  that  could  gi  vtf 

*'  folace  to  my  heart.     That  church,  thiis 

^^  rock,  ^his  palm,  are  the  only  objeäs  that 

"  fpeak  to  me  of  Sufanna/' 

Altamont  had  proceeded  thus  far»  whea 

bis  voice,    long  £siltering  from  emotiofl» 

totally  failed  him.     Ck>rdelia  was  eqo^äf 

touched ;  afhamed  of  her  tears,  unaUe  to 

reftrain  them,  fhe  reclined  her  head  on  her 

handjconcealing  her  eyes  that  they  mightnot 

too  ftrongly  betray  her  feelings.  *'  We  wiU 

*'  read  no  more  now/'  faid  flie,  foftly,  per- 

ceiving  the  manufcript  was  not  finifbed; 

"  it  is  too  mach/'     '•  And  yet  Corde W 

cried  Altamont,  looking  at  her  with  newiy- 

infpired  hope,  "  tfiey  were  the  happiefl  upon 

*^  earth.'*    A  figh  cfcaped  her  ;  he  took  her 

band,  but  was  alarmed  by  its  icy  coldnefs« 

She 
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affured  hiin  ihe  was  well,  but  her 
•oks  contradifted  the  aflertion.  Altamorit 
t>ent  over  her  with  mingled  angulfli  and 
delight;  his  foul  hovered  on  his  Ups;  he  had 
*o  longer  any  power  to  fupprefs  the  com- 
Rvunication  ;  but  at  this  moment,  when,  all 
ttnpaflioned,  he  had  forgotten  every  thing 
Wtone  obje£l,  Cordelia  fuddenly  withdrew 
her  hand,  ftarted  from  her  feat,  fprung  to 
tQe  door  opening  to  the  lawn,  and,  without 
1  Word  or  look,  haftened  towards  the  houfe 
■wth  the  utraoil  precipitation.  AltatnoDt 
fazed  in  allonifliment,  uncertain  whether 
to  attribute  her  flight  to  terror  or  refent- 
flient ;  but  he  faw  not  the  real  caufe  of  her 
•Jifturbance,  which  was  no  other  than  the 
äppearance  of  Sir  Frederic  Mowbray ;  who, 
*l  the  moment  of  this  unfeafonable  inter- 
*uptbn,  was  approaching  from  the  garden 
io  ihe  pavilion. 
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was  Mrs.  Rivers,  the  late  cbaperm  of  Mifs 
Rouvigny),  and  pafling  through  the  garden, 
oftenfibly  to  proceed  to  the  abbey,  indulged 
the  hope  of  furprizmg  Coideiia  in  her  fa<* 
vourite  retreat.  At  the  fame  moment  that 
flie  perceived  his  approach,  he  was  himlelf 
appalled  by  the  glimpfe  of  a  fine  maitial 
form,  in  which  he  eafily  recoUeäed  the 
young  man  he  had  feen  in  Flanden  as 
Vallancy.  ' 

His  firft  impulfe  was  Co  tum  fimn  an  dh 
je£k  thai  cauied  him  Ib  much  pa!n,  and  he 
haftily  ftruck  into  a  (hady  path,  to  conceid 
his  agitation  ;  but  he  foon  determined  to  eon- 
iront  this  real  or  fAippofed  rival,  and  again 
approaching  the  pavilion,  found  it  empty. 
Not  only  was  Cordelia  flown  ;  AltamcHit  had 
made  his  exit,  taking  with  him  the  manufcript 
of  Cornelius.  Sir  Frederic,  io  often  the  fpcMt 
of  imaginary  terror,  now  obftinately  refifted 
the  moft  probable  evidence ;  and  cahned  his 
fpirit  by  declaring,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  ty- 
rannic  love,  that  none  but  himfelf  fhouM 
poffefs  Cordelia. 

\  Having 


> .  Haring  reprefled  his  agitztion,  heretumod 

Xp  the  houfe,  where  he  found  Mrs.  De  Lille 

in  almoft  rapturous  deiighc,  at  the  unez« 

pe^ed  arrivai  of  her  fon  ;  who,  repining  zt 

'  faifi  long  feparation  from  Aitamont,  had  ac- 

'  companied  De  Lille  to  Beachdale.     It  was 

long  fiiice  bis  mother  had  greeted  her  huf. 

band  with  fuch  cordial  fmiles  of  compl^ 

cency.    For  the  moment  fufpicion  was  luHed 

zßeep,  and  {he  was  fufHciently  compofed  and 

eafy,  to  haTC  praftifed  the  difficuU  leffons  of 

^eck.     To  complete  her  fatisfaäion,  ihe 

now  leamt,  from  the  mutuai  recognitions 

whidi  paffed  between  her  fon  and  Sir  Fre- 

deric,  the  hiftoryof  theirfornier  meeting,  and 

detecied.indefianceoftheeffbrtsof  Vallancy, 

» Aat  her  neice  was  really  the  original,  recalled 

'.16  his  recolleiäion  by  the  pidure  of  Flora. 

Siated  with  thia  difcovery,  flie  overflowed 

Wth  good  hümour,  and  Aitamont,  on  joining 

die  Company,    was  received  with  unufiial 

Sirdiality  and  kindnefs.    But  Vallancy,  who 

t  once  perceived  her  joy,  and  its  latent 

>urce,  aii({«hohaA«lt<ead>p:balf  ^Hburded 

<-■-  B  3  the 


4  VALBINORE. 

the  Incogniia  from  bis  mind,  by  a  Aidden 
revolurion  of  caprice,  was  prompled  lo  thwart 
her  expeÖations  j  and  without  exprefling  the 
leaft  defire  to  fee  his  coufin,  who  was  clo- 
fetted  wilh  Cordelia,  walked  out  with  AJta- 
mont,  protefting  he  öiould  now  never  look 
in  Adela's  iace,  without  tbinklng  of  papers 
and  parchmeots. 

"  The  Incognita"  added    he,    "  was  a 
**  charmmg  girl,  to  while  away  an    hour 
*•  with  ;  but  this  heirefs,  wich  all  her  leafe 
*'  and  leffees,  always  came  to  my  fancy  li 
'*  a  clumfy  Cybele  wilh  a  tower  on  her  hi 
"  inftead  of appearing  a  nymph,  er  a  grace." 
*'  You  are  not  romantic  cnough  to  quar- 
*'  rei  with  her  for  being  rieh." 
'  '*  No,  truty,.if  I  could  but  forget  it  y'  but. 
*^  yoü  nmy  be  aflured,  ihe  has  been.  tasgbt 
"  io  impute  finifter  mbtlves  to  every  vaal^ 
*'  who  fpeaks  to  her.    In  jufiice  to  mj-, 
"  felf,  I  ought  to  treat  her  .with  indifie^, 
**  rence  j'  fo  let  us  fpeculate  on  a  tour>tO. 
*•  Ireland." 

"  Will  you  go  without  feeing  her  ?" 
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^^  No,  DO  ;  not  fo  favage  neither ;  I  am 
**  really  forry  to  leave  the  poor  thing  ihut 
^^  U]/here>  with  my  mother  and  old  Quintin ; 
^  and  Sir  Frederic  not  much  better^  fince 
^^  he  18  already  cncumbered  with  one  vnk, 
<«  and  pre-contraded  to  a  fecond/'  Then 
n^thout  giving  his  friend  time  to  reply  to 
this  remark,  he  ftarted  to  another  fubjed  ; 
-^  I  forgot  to  teil  you,  I  have  heard  of  poor 
•'«  Woodville/' 

^,  And  what  have  you  heard  ?  why  fliould 
f  *  you  call  him  poor  ?'* 

**  Becatife  he  is  poor,  and  miferable 
enough.  In  my  eleöioneering  expedi- 
tion,  I  häd  occafion  to  fpend  two  or  three 
days  in  London,  where  I  met  with  Jack 
"  Nevers,  who  knew  Woodville  in  his  pro- 
**  fperity ;  and  afterwards  faw  him  in  Ireland, 
"  where  it  feems  he  married  a  girl  without 
'*  a  penny.  He  has  fince  been  trying  to 
^*  eflablilh  an  academy,  but  failing  in  that, 
"  he  attempted  to  give  leffons  to  grown  gen- 
*'  tlemen ;  that  fcheme  failed  likewife,  and 
"  he  has  fince  accepted  fome  infignificant 
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•  ckrk's  place,  and  occafionaliy  tranflated 
U  for  the  mails,  or  reported  for  the  houfe." 
jj  '*  But  where  was  he  to  be  fouad  r"^ 
l  *'  Tbat  was  my  own  queftion.  His  refi- 
•*  dence  was  not  known,  but  he  was  lo  be 
'*  heard  of  at  the  Chapter  coffee-houfe.  1 
^*  had  not  tirae  to  matte  enquiries  myfelf, 
V  fo  I  defired  Nevers  to  do  it  for  me." 

"  And  the  refult,"  cried  Altamont  inipa- 
tietilly. 

*'  Ah,  the  refult ;  to  teil  yoa  the  honeft 
••  truth,  the  circumftance  flipped  out  of  ray 
*'  miod.  Well,  don't  iook  fo  difconfolately, 
'*  i  bave  fpoken  for  him  to  Lord  Marmiton, 
**  and  I.will  write  to  Jack  Nevers,  to  find 
**  öut  where  he  is  j  and  I  will  fend  him 
-"  mcMej."  .  .     .    :  •' 

**  Ton  muft  do  it  vith  deUcKy.  Wtfotf* 
**  vißa  ftjU  never  knr^t  himielf,  ho«e?ct 
-*•  be  may  hare  beea  ^Hrgott^." 

H  Oh!  äa  not  think  he  wonldbefoiidr 

**  cubus  SS  tD  refide  affiftance,  fae  bas  be« 

"  in  flieh  dÜbrela }  his  wife  izkts  in  fda 

*^  «dL  i  he  flraUGS  aboat,  in  dread  of  bar 

"  arrefte 
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^  arrefted ;  and  he  is  fo  altered^  Jack  iaya» 
*^  Qoe  fiiould  not  know  himJ* 

^  Jßauldy*'  cried  Altamom^  now  recoU 
lefting  the  perfon  he  had  paft;  who  fo 
ftrongly  refembled  him ;  and  fliiiddermg  at 
ifae  inyoluntary  impreffion  he  had  receiVed 
ntheheath. 

^  What  18  the  matter,  Altamont?  you  k)ok 
••  in  defpair/* 

•  ^  .Nothing ;  but  I  would  have  givea  any 
^  dikig  I  poflefs,  to  have  had  diis  m£or^ 
^  matkm  fooner/* 

.lÄf  Wen,  well ;  I  will  write  to  NeTorö  im» 
^  tnedfeitely  ;^*  and  this  thne  he  kept  hk 
«t>rd ;  whilft  Altamont,  too  much  intereftied 
lor  bis  unfortunate  friend^  to  thift  again  to 
Vallancy's  memory,  fat  by  him  tili  the 
letter  was  fealed  and  difpatched  to  the 
poft. 

.  In  performing  his  taik,  Vallancy  men« 
äoned  Nevers  as  one  of  Woodville's  early 
friends,  who  had  (ince  dropt  his  acquain« 
tance,  becaufe  he  could  not  relieve  his  di£- 
\X^  and  feared  to  wound  his  delicacy ;  in 
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reality,  becaufe  he  was  too  indolent  to  mak(  ' 
exerlions  in  his  behalf;  and  too  proud,  or 
rather  perhaps,  too  mean,  to  fandlion  any 
Claim  of  intimacy,  from  one  who  could  no 
longer  fupport  the  appearance  oizgentleman, 
.  Altamont  was  indignant  at  the  defcription 
of  fuch  a  friend.  Had  he  confulted  Wood- 
viUe  on  this  fubje£t,  he  might  perhaps 
have  leartu,  that  from  the  affbciates  of  h» 
prorperity,  an  unfortunate  man  feldom  ex- 
periencesfo  great  a  kindneß  as  neglect ;  tbat 
calumny  too  commonly  vifits  the  houfe  of 
poverty,  and  drags  back  to  invidious  remeoi- 
brance,  the  wretch  whom  forrow  had  dif- 
mified  to  uncommiferated  fuSering,  and  un- 
honoured  oblivion.  ;  -.qp 
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CHAPTER  II. 

ADELA  Rouvigny,  though  older  chan 
Cordelia,  poflefled  a  more  youthful 
^pe<ä}  her  form  was  fufficiently  light  for  an 
Ariele  her  complexion  glowed  with  the  anU 
mation  of  a  Hebe,  her  foft  blue  eyes  were 
radiant  with,  hope  and  joy.  The  buoyancy 
of  her  fpirits  gave  a  volatile  rapidity  to  all 
her  looks  and  motions;  yet  was  every  glance 
engaging,  and  every  movement  graceful. 
In  fpite  of  the  adulation  which  had  been 
breathed  into  her  Infant  ear  ;  in  fpite  of  the 
prejudices  inftilled  by  her  aunt  into  her 
youthful  mind ;  her  temper  was  fweet  and 
open,  her  heart  affeftionate  and  gratefuL 
Some  faults  fhe  certainly  retainedj  but 
charming  as  fhe  was,  it  would  have  been 
impoflible  to  vvifli  her  to  afpire  to  perfedion. 
Vanity  had  not  deftroyed  fympathy;  and 
.though  fhe  certainly  was  not  fatisfied  without 
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tbe  homage  of  the  other  fex,  ihe  could  have 
wiihed  to  obtain  it^  without  exciting  envy  m 
^er  own.  The  mofl:  amiable  of  coquettes } 
diough  ihe  aimed  at  evory  heart,  this  love 
of  empire  was  but  the  love  of  pleafure»  She 
thoi^ht  not  of  infliäidg  pain,  but  Am  Ulli 
eager^^to  diffufe  deUghc ;  and  whether  ihe  was 
wkh  the  fplenetic  Quintm,  or  the  ekgitt 
Vallancy,  her  fyren  voice  was  modulated  by 
the  gentle  wifii  to  pleafe  ^  and  her  fedacng 
fmHes,  animated  by  the  conficbufneis  of  her 
own  attra^ons,  befpoke  her  own  perennU 
gaiety^  and  irrefiftibly  compelied  partici|»* 
tion  in  her  enjöyment. 

For  the  firft  five  mmutes,  aftw  meeth^ 
with  Cordelia,  fhe  was  faddened  by  thereeot- 
ledions  of  her  father,  and  intermingied  tem 
with  fmiles;  but  the  cloud  was  tranfient, 
Ate  recovered  her  vivacity )  and  hamg  mett^ 
iioned  the  tapedient  adopted  by  Sir  Frederic 
Mowbray,  of  travelling  imder  the  name  of 
Baron  Gromek,  fiie  related  the  inddett 
which  had  introduced  her  to  Altamont  and 
Yallancy ;  confeiSng  ihe  had  herfelf  fpoiv 
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^HM'fintt  tbdr  ccnnpiifiiattfc'   bftMdiff 
]ii«i^  gone  talMikM^  tlle^  ftad  «ütei  ä 

--hSAßäua  to  find  die  tnrrdtato  hiä 
.Mifketiiu^'priiitdaei  täätii^''**  Imaginb,' 

*^'  jdiefe  xJg^nettiAi'  ifitattbnit'of  fli&pii 
^^#«  ai  rertnipenfea;  for,  kottr  Uttle  eai 
-  -  V^cufioti  wtM  TtJEiiugtläoit'  gcditiS'^Mira  'ttto 
^  ^nrith  the  fever,  which  fo  long  detained  me 
•*  from  dear  England/* 

Gordelia,  in  her  tum,  related  with  what 
iotereft  Vallahcy  had  contemplated  her 
]n£hire. 

••  And  pray  what  do  you  think  of  Vd« 
^  lancy  ?" 

Cordelia  was  liberal  in  bis  praife,  yet  pro- 
ibffed  to  have  feen  little  bf  him. 

•*  And  what  do  you  Tay  to  Akaraont  ?" 

^'  He  is  npw  here,  and  was  you  know 
^  my^/y?  preceptor.** 
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hw  iq»pna?Mr  it  yaf  itpjhaFir^jffifjj^» 
K^erq^  tci  reniam;  fo.l^ig  #A;^  cfttiiÄ. 
i6*i!fl»e  fiia&ed,.h^  ^i!qti^;g^j^. 

to  the  drawingrVoodi.    !CQr4elia»,  wlfo  had 
not  the  fame  mctives  for  diligence  i-.,:»Dä 
who,  indeed,  trembled  at  the  thoi^hts.  of 
meeting  Altamont  under  her  father's  eyci 
perfuaded  her  to  proceed  alone ;  vainly  hop? 
ing,  ia  this  interval,  to  regain  corapofure.. 
This  expedhition  was  completely  falladous } 
foi*  the  longer  fhe  thought  of  her  predpitate 
retreat,  the  more  flie  increafed  her  coofu» 
fion  and  regret.    Innocence  does  not  always 
infpire  conrage ;  and  when  fhe  at  lengttx 
quitted  h^r  rooin,  it  was  with  the  fenfatioo? 

of 
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of  a  culprit.  Jn  the  meanwhile  Adela  had 
been  uadeceiyed»  and  re-introduced  to  AI« 
tamont  and  Vallancy  ;  who  gallantly  re- 
proached  her  defertion,  whilfl  {{le  fportively 
Ktorted  the  charge  of  deception. 

**  1  believe/*  faid  Mrs.  De  Lille,  "  you 
"    i3iufl:  exchange  forgivenefs,**  « 

**  Forgivenefs^''  cried  Adela,  "  is  almoft 
**    9IS  hard  a  word  as  obedience.  *  * 

**  No,"  faid  Vallancy,  "  we  will  h^ve 

^    laothing  to,  remind  us  of  any  lav^s,  civil 

*'    or  canonicaU    We  acknowledge  no  au« 

thority  but  that  of  beauty,  and  no  court 

but  honour/* 

^*  Oh,  yes,  the  court  of  honour;  and 
pray  let  us  make  it  fomething  in  the  ftyle 
of  chivalry.  I  think,  as  no  damfel  ever 
^ntered  the  lifts  herfelf,  I  muft  remit  my 
Qaufe  to  Mr,^  Ahamont ;  for  though  he 
is  not  my  relation,  I  hope  he  will  not 
ceafe  to  be  my  friend/' 
-Altamont  bowed,  nor  was  Vallancy  dif- 
P^^afed  with  this  courtefy  to  his  own  intimate 
*^^nd  j  but  finding  he  was  an  exclufive  ob- 
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jeft  of  attention^  he  redoubled  his  effinrts  to 
extort  the  preference,  to  which  vanity  taught 
him  to  think  he  was  entitled.  ^*  I  know  npt 
<^  how  tt  happens/'  faid  he,  advandngiö 
his  fair  companicHi,  ^^  but  I  certainly  feem 
<^  to  have  been  long  acquainted .  wtth  you» 
^*  and  yet  I  am  long  likely  to  remain  igno« 
^'  rant  of  the  moft  interefting  part  of  yöor 
"  charaäer,  for  I  fufpcö:  nobody  will  tdl 
•*  me  of  your  faults." 

"  To  fave  time  and  trouble,  you  may  fct 
*^  down  to  my  account,  as  many  as  to  other 
**  people,  who  are  not  under  any  great  or 
•*  ten-ible  temptations." 

'^  N09  that  is  infinitely  too  vagne  and  un- 
•*  fatisfaftory ;  I  would  give  you  vutnes  eB 
^*  maje,  but  not  a  fingle  fault  gratis  i  I  ch6 
•*  all  my  friends  by  their  defe^s ;  not  onc 
^  enters  my  heart,  without  fome  fodi 
••  voucher  of  fympathy." 

"  So  then,  you  would  have  them  wear  a 
<'  black  mark,  to  prove  that  they  bdoDg 
•'  toyou/* 

<«  Not 


vAtittifcMMl  15 

-  «iKMfiUDik»  i  titt  be  ftdsfted  w(th  Ihe 

**^  "^  m^ek^  f  itb  äbötigk  if  the  ttet  but 

'*''^1  «m  b#«titittiit  if  I  ttiqp^but  cypher  theil 

<*    nioe  flMiU  be  ititibte.'' 

^i  :»«.>A&ii  i^a^  »  Mn  Ahsifflötat  ki  t^»  myf- 

*  lAtowieyiäieg?**   '• 

■'-■-m  l  att  «ftaid,  if  it  «te  not  fer  fe»  n»> 
^'- tiuM»  «fld  aithttfiafmk  .1*  «0tJMl»e' m- 

**  (% !  theo,  if  fach  qoafities  will  pro» 

**    cwe  adtnilfion,  Cordeita  herfelf  may  be 

**    «f  your  Corps  (Teliü  ?** 

'  **  Cordelia  perhaps ;  bot  for  yoarfelf  1 

•  Huül  certainly  eiaSt  a  more  liberal  pro- 

'  portkm  of  faUSnlity*    I  know  you  hbour 

Wider  natural  difabilities  to  en^y  and 

malice;  yet  I  don^t  defpair,  fori  really 

tlnnk  you  have  a  ftrong  propenfity  to 

^    inffchief*    The  rattlefiiake  hys  lent  you 

^  Ms  mofl:  deftruÄive  property  ?'* 

^«  You 
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«  You  are  too  tantalizing  toattribute io 
^^  me  the  properties  I  moft  wUh  to  poflefs« 
<<  I  admire  enthufiafts,  and  you  fee  (löok- 
'<  ing  towards  Altamont).  I  caimot  faTcioate 
^^  them/'  Vallancy  was,  perhaps,  Qot  flat- 
tered  by  tbis  attention  to  his  friend,  but  he 
had  no  time  to  exprefs  difpleafure. 

De  Lille,  who  had  been  playing  che& 
with  Mrs.  Rivers,  fuddenly  exclaimed,  m 
a  tone  of  vexation^  ^'  By  heavens,  hore's 

Celia  Gladwi^i  !'*     "  Welcome  to  Ama- 

tonda,"  cried  Vallancy;  whilft  Alta* 
mont  flew  to  the  lawn,  to  grqet  his  ever 
ardent  and  affe£lbnate  friend.  Mrs.  Glad- 
win  approached  not  the  houfe  with  her 
wonted  complacency  j  for,  having  acci- 
dentally  heard  of  Altamont's  arrival,   fh( 


had  loll  no  time  in  travelling  from  Cum 
berland,  to  announce  her  furprize  at  hi 
negleft,   in  not  having  himfelf  communL^ — 
cated  the  important  intelligence.     He  hac3 
brought  a  letter  from  his  mother,  whicfx 
ihould  have  apprized  her  of  this  circuia* 
ilance  ;  but  which,  having  been  entruftedto 
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Lord  Marmiton  to  be  franked,  had  neveir 
veached  tbe  place  of  its  deftination.  The 
circumftance  was  no  fooner  explained,  than 
all  her  anger  vaniihed  z  to  üj  the  truth,  fhe 
had  fcarcely  feen  her  hero,  and  contem« 
platfed  his  improvements,  when  Ihe  frankly 
pronounced  his  abfolution;  and  joined  the 
party  with  even  a  double  portion  of  cheer- 
fulnels  and  pleafure. 

,  De  Lille,  though  evidently  embarrafled, 
receiTed  her  with  his  wonted  courtefy ;  and 
his  lady,  knowing  ihe  had  always  a  home 
at  thüe  Grange,  was  not  difturbed  by  her 
prefence.  By  Mr.  Quintin  alone,  who  was 
juft  'arrived  with  Sir  Frederic  Mowbray, 
was  ihe  received  with  indifference  ;  bat  to 
him  Ihe  was  peculiarly  diflafteful,  as  (he 
feldom  liftened  to  his  harangues,  and  had 
no  reverence  for  his  heraldry.  Far  dif* 
ferent  was  the  reception  ihe  met  with  from 
G^rdelia,  who,  ftill  ftruggling  with  timidity, 
was  happy  on  her  entrance  to  have  fo  good 
aa  excufe  for  not  noticing  Altamont ;  and 
it  was  alfo  fome  confolation  to  (hower  on 

his 
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bis  friend  the  kindneßes  ihe  was  forced  to 
wiihhold  from  himfelf.     Sir  Frederic  now 
»dvanced,  and>  having  rtnoothed  his  brow 
10  perfeä  compofure,  addreffed  her  with 
his  accuflomed  eafe,  and  almoH:  infenliblf 
engroiTed  her  converfation ;    whilft   Aln- 
mont,  attributing  her  late  precipitation  to 
difpleafure,     and    feeing    in    her    prefent 
eftrangement  not  timidity,  bulcoldnefs;  iar 
from  attempting  to  divlde  her  attentions» 
feemed  to  fliun  all    opportunities   of  ap- 
proaching  her.     The  Baronet  was  not  flow 
to  percejve  this  diftance  ;  and,  as  he  knew 
Cordelia  to  be  incapable  of  artifice,  imputed 
their  mutual  ftiyncfs  to  fome  concealed  re- 
fentment ;  his   own  hopes  were  raifed  by 
this  fuggeftion,  and  as  he  watched  them 
both  with  infidious  vigüance,  he  had  a  nw- 
licious  fatiifaftion  in  anticipating  for  his  de- 
fpifed  rival,  thofe  jealous  pangs  which  hid 
lo  long  lortured  his  own  felfifh  bofom. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Altamont  was  honoor- 

ably  diftinguilhed  by  Mifs  Rouvigny,  who 

appeared  willing  to  transfer  to  him  the  rigb'* 

ai 
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of  relationihip.  It  was  impof&ble  that  any 
man  ihould  be  infenfible  to  the  attentions  of 
the  charming  Adela ;  he  certainly  wifhed^ 
tooy  not  to  appear  ungrateful ;  and  Mifs 
Gladwin,  who  watched  them  both,  was  foon 
perfuaded  they  were  mutually  enamoured. 
^  IJappily  her  thoughts  were  not  audibly  ex- 
prefied;  happily  too»  they  were  not  fuf- 
pe&ed  by  Mrs.  De  Lille^  who  was  fo  much 
delighted  with  the  unicoked  for  coalition 
b^tlveefi  her  fon  and  her  neice,  that  (he 
lyiwrflowed  with  CQinplacency ;  and  was 
fuffiqently  compofed  and  harmonized  to 
kaue  |«a&Ued  the  leflbns,  had  ihe  now  re- 
monbered  thcstt,  of  the  myftical  abftrafted 
Aleck« 


» 
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CHAPTER  III. 

«  pRAY  Aleck,*'  faid  good  Mrs.  Wh», 
fred,  half  rifing  from  her  eafy  cbair, 
**  why  don't  you  talk  over  matters  with 
>'  Mifs  CeJia,  who  would  talk  to  youagan 
**  in  your  own  way  ?'* 

Tbis  was  precifely  the  i'eafon  why  Aledc 
did  not  difcufs  the  fubjeä  with  Müs  Gäkf 
and  he  muttered,  (he  wds  ?ai  entbufiafi. 

**  r  am  füre,*'  returned  Mrs.  Wiaifred» 
*'  (he  is  a  wife  woman ;  and  fpeaks  jnft  like 
«  abook!**  ■  ' 

«  Yes,'*  faid  Aleck,  "  flie  is  fluent  j  bot 
"  (he  18  a  little  vißonary.^^ 

^^  I  wi(h,  dear  Aleck,  (he  knew  all  tbit 
^^  18  in  you.  By  what  I  can  underftaod) 
'^  you  are  in  many  things  müch  of  000 
^'  mind.** 

Alexander  Satchell  was  bleffed  with  a 
fedative  fweetnefs  of  temper,  a.compofed 

qua- 
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ynmifpity:  <tf  mind»  tfaat  nothing  could  rüffle 
IKvefiflit  but  at  this  mdired  tomparifoa' 
mmm:  bim  and:  fifn.  OMwm^  bis  fptrit 
ifejih»  gb>w:o|  aroWrion  motthted  io  bis 
llAp^Wd  be  esdaimed»  *^  be  bitd  latdy : 
\fßl^tvß:^^t»[w  modtficarion  of  bis  priBh' 
(li'ftrinA  Cvcb  «s .  ^  coDCcitAl:  ivbuldr  be 
Ül  nfifiiT  rtT  monVitiH.  He  had  r^eäed: 
IHHv^msite  ^  humui  i^ie^ioiis  ivas  fei« 
|p|[^  4efi»ble  ab  tp  aUaf  tbett;  and.  be 
llillTinrrrI  he  bad.  do«  difcoveredthe^ 
JimAmnt  pf  i]£ef nbefe  aftET  fettdty.  Ja 
im^^^fae  added,  he  fiionld  in  future  ftudy 
D^ffMEOduce  tranquillity  and  equanimity  in 
lillellgw-creatures  ;  and  leave  to  fuch  as 
yktu  Gladwin^  the  more  obvious,  bqt  lefs 
ilbitary,  influence,  by  which  the  dormant 
Haffions  could  be  awakened  into  life."  In 
Mity  this  idea  had  been  floating  in  his 
Ufad  ever  iince  he  had  heai^  Celia  aflert» 
!^  vehemence,  her  convidion  that  there 
^  a  mutual  fy mpathy  between  Altamont 
hd  Adela ;  fhe  had  even  protefted  that  they 
lud  love;  fhe  would  defy  them  to  help  it. 

Touched 


Touched  by  thefe  words,  and  ofFended 
with  any  thing  llke  approximation  to  his 
own  pecuHar  fcience,  Aleck  had  inftantJy 
reformed  his  nomenclature,  and  limited  his 
own  mental  aftions  to  a  province  in  whicli 
ftie  would  not  attetnpt  to  participate. 

Mrs.  Winifred  was  pleafed  with  the  raff- 
dificarion,  fince  fhe  could  more  readily  com- 
prehend  the  language  in  which  it  was  ei* 
prelted.  She  alked  if  his  mental  ageney 
might  not  prevent  law-fuits?  He  evaded  tte 
queftion  by  obferving,  that  law-fuits  weB 
not  geiieraled  by  the  aifeflions.  "  That's 
*'  true,  indeed,"  faid  (he,  "  there  is  Do- 
*•  thing  fo  good  in  them."  As  ßie  pro- 
mulged  this  opinlon  (he  looked  at  Aleck, 
who  uttered  no  reproving  fentence.  She 
was  fo  pleafed,  and  fo  proud  to  find  fte 
could  converfe  on  fuch  high  matters,  diat 
flie  could  not  but  feel  endeared  to  Aleck, 
to  whom  flie  owed  fo  new  and  delightfol 
a  perception ;  and  for  the  reit  of  the  day 
flie  thought  only  of  this  menta!  ageney,  ^ 
its  wonder-working  influence. 

Tbtet 
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Three  weeks  have  paßed  fince  the  arri- 
Val  of  MifsRouvigny  ;  three  fliort  weeks 
bare  glided  away,  and  Vallancy  ftill  re- 
maina  at  Beachdale ;  fa  mucb  piqued  by 
bis  coufln's  indifierence,  that  be  totally  for- 
gets  his  rdötucion  to  fhun  her  fociety  ;  and 
tbough  at  firft  merely  aduated  by  vanity, 
by  degrees  comes  to  experience  the  reftlefs- 
nefs,  if  not  the  tendemefs  of  love.  Aha- 
mont,  too,  ftill  lingers  near  Cordelia  j  but 
he  no  longer  enjoys  the  privileges  of  inti- 
macy  and  confidence ;  he  no  longer  ex- 
f^ns  to  her  the  problems  of  Euclid,  or 
weeps  with  her  over  the  fragment  of  Cor- 
nelius ;  he*  ftill  fees  her,  but  it  is  under 
painful  reftraint ;  he  approaches  her  with 
enbarralTnient,  and  fhe  meets  him  with 
equal  referve;  ne  has  loH  the  hopes  that 
imparted  to  every  objed  fuch  delight  j  he  is 
(unk  to  the  vaflalage  of  fear ;  his  gallant, 
generous  nature  is  attainted  with  jealoufy. 
For  the  firft  two  br  three  days,  he  had  ini- 
puted  her  eftrangement  to  difpleafure,  at  the 
tooardent  expreffion  of  feeUngwhich  efcaped 
■i'  ■  him* 
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Km  in  the  pavilion.    In  her  caurforiMl^ip 
cumfpeftion,    he  faw  only  a  tnarked  and 
ftudied  difcouragemem.     He  was  prompt«! . 
to  leave  Beachdale  ;  but  there  was   ftill  fo« 
much  gentlencfs  mixed  with  her  referve^ 
that  he  could  not  refolve  lo  renounce  the 
delight  of  feeing  her  ;  and  the  recolleöior:: 
of  the  fympaihy  Ihe  had  alfo  betrayed  fox- 
Sufanna,  convinced  him  that  her  coldncfe 
was  at  leaft  not  produced  by  infenfibilitjr. 
Cordelia  perceived  the  change  in  bis  de- 
portment,  and  even  deteäed  the  caufe ;  blit 
üie  could  not  atlude   to  the  pa(l,  withouC 
hazarding  the   future.     She  obferved  her 
father's  eyes  watching  all  her  ihoveraenis, 
and  lo  elude   his  vigilance,  was  happy  to 
attend  to  Sir  Frederic  Mawbray,  ofwhol" 
paflion  ftie  was  unconrcious,    and  in  who 
fociety  ßie  experienced  all  ihe  care  and  a 
fidence  of  eftablifhed    friendfliip.     Sh? 
erted    all   her   felf-command,    to    pre 
De  Lille  from  fufpeäing  the  inter^ 
took  in  Altamont's  converfation  }  k  w: 
his  fake,  and  with  the  hope  of  protc 
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%i^  fojourn  at  Beachdale,  that  Che  fubmitted 
:o  this  reftraint,  and  for  him  fhe  could  almoft 
jraflife  the  dijplicity  her  natura  abhorred. 
Often,  when  engaged  in  a  game  of  chefs 
vith  Quintin,    or    a  t£te-a-tete  mth  Sir 
Fiederic,  ^e  was  tantalifed  by  the  tones  of 
^tamont's  voice,  v/hen  excluded  from  his 
Jifcourfe«       Sometimes,    iadeed,    fhe  ab- 
llra£fced   herfelf    fufficiently  to  colle£t  its 
Import;     whilfl:    others    heard,     Cordelia 
eagerly  liftened,  equally  proud  to  remark  his 
ruperiority  over  his  companions ;  and  to  find 
the  fympathy  attefted,  by  the  affent  which 
her  hearc  l{>ontaneoufly  diäated  t(^  all  his 
Dpinions. 

In  a  Few  days  however,  fhe  perceived 
a  ftill  greater  change  in  his  deportment ; 
he  no  longer  difcovered  any  ardour  to  enjoy 
her  fociety  ;  whether  her  father  vas  prefent 
or  abfent,  he  had  the  fame  referved  afpeft ; 
if  he  addrelfed  her,  it  was  in  no  peculiar 
accent  j  if  they  were  ever  accidentally  left 
alone,  they  became  mutually  embarraffed. 
No  allufion  was  ever  made  to  the  precep- 

VOL.  Ji.  c  tor. 
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tor;  there  wasno  mentionof  themanufcript. 
As  the  future  feemed  abandoned  lo  chaoce, 
the  päd  was  configncd  to  oblivion ;  noi 
could  it  efcape  her  obfervation,  that  Ade!a 
laviftied  on  him  her  moft  flattering  atien- 
tions;  if  it  was  poflible,  ihe  made  him  hei 
companion  in  iheir  walks,  and  (he  never 
feemed  fatisfied  if  he  liftened  not  to  her 
converfation.  Cordelia  dreaded  to  aik 
which  was  the  Ca-jalier,  and  for  the  firft 
■*ime  thought  aii  heirel's  a  moft  enviable 
fcdng.  Whilft  üie  fufferod  from  this  remole 
fourcc,  fhe  was  liiile  aware  that  Alianionn 
confidered  her  ahnoft  as  the  property  ol 
anolher.  Vaüancy,  wiih  his  ufua!  carelels- 
nefs,  ^ad  cafiially  menlioned  what  hi-s 
mother  had  imparted  to  him  on  his  firf^ 
arrival  at  Beachdale,  that  flie  believed  Sil 
Frederic  was  defperately  enamoured  of 
'Cordelia  j  and  that  whenever  Lady  Mow- 
bray  died,  an  event  which  could  be  at  no 
great  diftance,  there  would  be  a  niarriagf. 
Vallancy  repeated  his  mother's  ftriÖ:  in- 
junftions  to  fecrefy,  and  quietly  difraiffed 
8  the 
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the  fübje£t  from  his  tboughts.  Altamont  was 
at  firft  incredulous ;  but  when  he  obferved 
Sir  Frederic*^  affiduities,  and  the  fiacility 
with  which  ihe  admitted  them ;  when  he 
^'ecoUefted  that  all  her  referve,  or  difplea- 
fure,  or  embarraflment,  could  be  traccd 
from  the  day  of  his  retura  to  Beachdale ;  his 
^ith  was  ftaggered,  his  heart  feemed  to  have 
Parted  from  hope.  Cordelia  appeared  no 
'oQger  the  iaultlefs  being  he  had  worfhipped^ 
y  et  was  (he  perhaps  innocent  of  the  engage- 
^»lent.  which  had  been  formed  with  her 
*^her  ;  (he  was  perhaps  merely  the  objeft 
of  attachment.  But  why  extend  to  him 
Aach  fmiles  of  encouragement  ?  Again,  was 
fl>e  arraigned  and  condemnued:  and  every 
"day  he  wifhed  to  leave  the  houfe,  yet  never 
once  regretted  that  he  had  fo  long  beea 
its  inmate ;  on  the  contrary,  he  cherifhed 
"^very  dream  of  departed  pleafure,  and 
i  found  in  fancy.  a  balm  for  the  wounds 
■tf^,  it  had  inflidted.  Mrs.  De  Lille  continued 
lijJ  in  her  happieft  mood.  Her  hufband 
ji^  Was  perfeäly  fatisfied  with  his  daughter's 
':  c  2  conduft. 
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condud:.  Sir  Frederic,  not  fo  eafily  de 
ceived,  ftill  faw  in  the  negleded  AltamoE 
his  rival;  and^  difcarding  ^elicacy  wit: 
probity,  ifefc^ved  to  leave  no  arts  uneac 
ployed,^  to  produce  a  feparation  betweei 
ihofe  confcibus»  though  unacknowledged; 
lovers. 

The  fportive  gaiety  pf  Adela  wasalways 
creating  fome  new  and  unexpeäed  fubjedof 
,  amufement.  In  her  Company,  it  was  fcarcelf 
4)oflible  to  he  tenacious  of  gravity  or  ili-ho« 
mour ;  evjen  Mr.  Quintin  was  compelled  lo 
fmile  at  the  follies  of  the  age,  and  infenfibly 
forgot  his  propenfity  to  ominous  prediäions. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  his  fair  tyrant  went  far- 
ther  ;  and  having  heard  him  and  Mrs.  Glad- 
win  expatiate  on  the  grace  and  dignity  which, 
dllring  the  beft  of  ail  adminiftrations,  had 
been  exhibited  in  a  court  minuet,  flie 
infifted  that  they  fhould  delight  their 
friends  by  Walking  one  together,  and,  to  their 
own  aftonifhment,  extorted  their  obedience. 
"  Oh,  forcerefs,'*  whifpered  Vallancy,  "  by 
^^  what  magical  fpcU  bave  you    brought 

^'  thefc 


%  thefe  two  antipodal  fpheres  in  contaä  ?" 
%'^f  a  foimd  fweeter  tfaan  the  mufic  of 
^  *ÜML^faerea--*vith  their  owa  praife.  Ob- 
*•  ferve  Mr.  Quintin/'  ihe  added  j  •*  I  pro* 
Tieft  he  ihali  be  my  Cavalier/' 
^aäh  Qbferve  Mrs.  Gladwin/'  returned  he  ^ 
'^^ah^^-ibe  is now  dreammgof  her ädmired 
?^fypL  Altamont.'*  '. 

g^Celia  was  looking  at  Herbert,  wbojEe  eyetp 
lli^'laiicied  ta  be  rivetced  on  Addä;  and 
Bi^igll  ws^  fiifr  of  this  idea,  that  at  the  dofe . 
jll^ldH^  feunüet»  flie  was  beginning  h  agaia  . 
iith  great  coo^f  ure  y  but  was  ftopt  by 
QuintiU)  who  exciaimed,  that  they  were  not 
mcored. 

•^  Yes,  iildeed,  but  you  are/'  cried 
Adela;  ^^fince  that  bleiTed  age  cannot 
'f  return,  you  fhould  at  leaft  give  us  a 
*f  fecond  reprefentation.** 

Quintin,  turning  abruptly  from  his  part- 
ner,  faid,  "  She  knows  nothing  of  the 
"  court^  poor  thing.  I  do  not  fuppofe  fhe 
«  ever  faw  the  Louvre  danced  in  her  life. 
•*  Dcf-  you  think  ihe  fteps  like  a  countefs  ?'* 

c  3  "  No," 
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**  No,"  whifpered  Vallancy,  •'  bui  ver^ 
**  like  a  queen  at  chels,  wben  flie  fweeps^ 
"  with  a  fingle  move,  from  oiie  conier  o  3 
**  the  board  to  the  other." 

Sütnetimes  Adela  engaged  in  an  argi«. 
ment  with     Quintin    oii    the    rights  an.«; 
wrongs  of  women,  tili  hc  was  aimoit  angrjr  j 
and  then  foothed  him  into    good  humouz 
by  playfuHy   repealing  his  pedigree.     O» 
thofe  occaiions  ii  was  ufual  for  Vailancy  to 
affert  the  prerogative  of  his  fex,  whiiil  Alta- 
mont  and  Sir  Frederic  affefted  lo  remain 
neuter.     The  moil  energetic  difputani  was 
Celia  Gladwin,  who  always  clmmed  for  her 
fex  pre-eraineiice   in   trulh,  fortitude,  and 
conftancy. 

"  Conftancy,  Madam,"  cried  Quiniin, 
•'  they  may  have  by  dint  of  obftinacy;  but 
"  to  confiftency,  I  believe  awoman  feldotn 
**  has  any  preteiifions,  though  I  confefsl 
*'  wifii  you  couiJ  have  proved  them  to 
*'  poflefs  difcretion." 

"  Oh,my  dearSir,"  cried  Adela,  "  that 
*'  is  fo  cominon-place  a  quality." 

»Uot 
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^*  Not  fo,  fair  lady ;  in  difcretion  I  in- 
•*  clude  prudence,  propriety,  and  fecrecy ; 
*^  now  in  my  opinion,  a  love-lick  girl  is 
**  the  only  female  capable  of  concealment.** 

•*  Mr.  Quintin,**  cried  Celia,  rifing  with 
vehemence,  **  I  predift,  you  will,  'cre  msny 
**  days,  change  your  opinion.  What 
*^  would  you  fay,  Sir,  to  two  women  divid- 
"  ing  a  fecret  between  theni  for  jfifteen 
"  yearsr" 

.  ^^  Say,  Madam  ?  That  their  fecret  would 
*^  not  admit  of  a  fubdivifion  ^  it  matt 
^  have  been  fome  partnerihip  in  fräud— -^ 
^  fome  fifterly  compaft  of  iniquity.** 

"  No,  Sir,  nö — the  prejudice  is  unwor- 
^.*  thy  of  you:  I  could  bring  witnefles; 
**  Mr.  De  Lille  can  vouch.*'  Here,  fud- 
denly  checking  Rerfelf,  fhe  added,  "  Mr. 
*•  De  Lille  could  prove  to  you  that  women 
^  are  capable  of  difcretion.** 

**  Very  true,  Madam ;  he  has  an  example 
^*  in  his  own  wife." 

Mrs.  De  Lille  coloured  at  this  unlucky 
rompliment,  but  her  own  confcioufnefs  did 

I  c  4  not 
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rher  remarking  her  Imfband's  ^ 
embarraffment,  and  (he  was  revifited  by  a  j 
qualm  of  fufpicion.  Adela,  now  anxious  to  -^ 
clofe  the  contention,  calied  upon  Ahamont:^ 
to  vindicate  the  charafter  of  her  fex. 

*•  I  am  not  füre,"    laid   he,    "  ihat  i^K 
"  would  be  any  compWment  to  them,  tc:^» 
**  allow  that  they  equal  men  in  every  pro—  i, 
**  perty  of  prudence.     They  have  fo  few^ 
*'  &uhs,  thal  they  are  perhaps  not  equall^  li 
•*  circurnfpefl  in  conceah'ng  them.     Inno-" 
*•  cence  is  aimoft  too  ingenuous  for  diC- 
**  cretlon.  ,1 

"  Through  rfiryftal  wallt  the  flightefl  moth  w>W      I 
"  pt'^P-"  , 

"  Their  chartered  virtue  is  modefiy ;  and 
•'  if  to  that  we  add  generofiiy,  truth,  co»- 
"  ftancy,  candour,  and  benevolence,  I  be- 
**  lieve  we  ftiall  not  too  much  enlarge  their 
'^  property." 

"  A  thoufand  thanks,    Mr.  Altamont,"' 

cried  Adela,  "  for  this  kind  interpofition' 

"  May  truth,  conftancy,  and  generofiiy  be 

»'  vour 
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'  ^  .  your  iiaiidmaids  as  löog  as  yoo  are  ready 
"•*   to  protea  them/*  ' 

. 4HamaQt  and  Cqrflelia  excbanged  aino- 
I;  Tnmtu^  glance.  •  Bpth  thougbt  of  Sufanna, 
[. .  l^ui  che  Ilkcer  had,  alfa  an  uneafy  recolIe&ioiDt 
>.^  theword  eavaüerm  Vallancy-wäs  byxlo 
I  fyyina  flattered  ;•  bot  CeKa  was  enchaated  f 
;  %i^r;tiränfl9ted  tjua  half  tpqrdvß  fally  into  a> 
t  .^^^f^VipUi^ifUiii^  of  attaduaent ;  and  älpsoft 
^^^ff^iered  Herbert  ^could  be  fo  flow  to.per-^ 
^  lady Vparpaliiys  tili  (he  recolleded^ 
liimdity  and  dil^ft  were  always  in-» 
'^'JE^arable  from  genuine  love ;  a^d  with  this 
fplution  flbe  was  fatisfied. 

Adelä  poffeffed  rare  lalents  for  mimicry, 

^*xd  flie  would  often  Imitate  the  tone  and 

'Rainers  of  fome  of  the  firft  f heatrical  per- 

«^rmers  with  a  fdicity  which  indicated  talents 

^^   no  inferior  order  for  the  ftage.     She 

^^^  one  evening  exhibiting  in  the  comic 

"^yle,  in  the  pavilion,  when  Mr.  Quintin 

f^^ddenly  made  his  appearance,  and  with 

^proving  gravity  contemplated    her  per- 

fermance ;  eafily  comprehending  his  looks, 

c  5  ihe 


,34  VALSINOHE. 

ihe  fuddenly  approached  him, 
fuUy  dropping  on  one  knee,  "  Mofi:  potent^ 
*'  grave,    and   reverend    fignior, — *'  but^ 
perceiving   no   fmile,   flie  arofe,    and   re — 
'treating  a  few  paces,  "  No,  I  will  "not  be  a«- 
"  beggar,  but  a  queen  :  you  (hall  confefs  X 
**  havc  a  noble  ambition,  for  I  will  be  th^ 
"  daughtw  of  the    great  Guftavusj    and 
•'  you  fiiall  be  my  Lord  Whitelocke;  and 
*•  Valiancy,  Prince  Charles  my  fucceflbr  : 
"  Cordeiiais  the  Grace  of  my  court  j  and 
*•  all  the  reft  of  you  are  Erglifh,  with  the 
"  exception  of  Mrs.  Gladwin,  who  rouft 
*'  condefcend  to  be  my  lady  of  honour. 
"  Will  ihis  faiisfy  my  guardian  ?  Will  he 
**  fufFer  me  to  take  a  part  in  fuch  a  mafque 
**  as  this  ?" 

Mr.  Quintin's  dark  beetied  brows  were 
infiantly  unbent ;  the  furrow  in  his  left 
cheek  was  foftencd  in  a  fmile  ;  and  he  again 
fancied  himfelf  in  the  atniofphere  of  a  court' 

The  new  queen  uiibinding  from  her  wai»* 
a  btue  ribbon,  fufpended  it  from  her  neckt 
tt  defignate  Chriftina's  favourite  order  ai 

tbe     I 


sfcjAoiaraiith*}  and  ftealkig  from  Ck)rdeUs| 
%rig  of  myrtle,  flie  feated.  herfdf  at  che 
i|pr  end  of  the  room,  to  recciTe  the  coid« 
ÜDentsofherilluftriousTifitor«  Mr.  Quin* 
l^adranced  mth  much  digxüty,  and  bowed 
liltt  to  the  eaxth  (  tbe  queen  retumed  tfae^ 
liplatbn  with  as  many  courtefio«;  and  hav*- 
I  Aicbanged  a  f ew  court  pluaües»  .ia^  vhich 
it':nibaflädor'8  gravity  almoft  deftrojed 
ll^nopofure  of  the  fpedatön,  the  yotiog 
|||l,  witK  a  graciout  foiile,  eiuiiiired  tf 
pn  was  no  Englifh  gentlemaniBirbo  ^präld 
cspt  from  her  hands  that  badge  of  her 
voiirite  Order  of  knighthood— the  blue 
iboa  fufpended  from  her  neck,  and  the 
r^  of  myrtle  in  her  hair,  which  was  to 
pfefent  that  paradafaic  flower,  the  Ama- 
Wh? 

••  Whoever  accepts  this  pledge/'  faid 
5,  "  muft  be  loyal  to  his  fovereign,  and 

^  The  ojder  of  the  Amsiranth  w?ig  inftituted  by 
^ftina,  and  (he  was  accuftomed  to  wear  the  blue 
boD|  which  was  its  badge,  on  every  occäfion. 

c  6  *^  conftant 
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**  conftant  to  his  lady.    I  titift,   for  the' 
^^  honour  of  your  country,  My  Lord,  you 
*'  can  prefent  fooie  one  not  unworthy  of 
"  this  fair  diftindion." 

^*  I  truft,  Madam/*  faid  Vallancy,  "  you 
**  will  not  confer  fuch  a  mark  of  favour  on 

a  foreigner/* 

Oh !  prejudice  of  man,  difclaimed  by 
**  woman*  Why  fliould  we  limk  virtue  to 
**.  our  latitude  ?  I  am  a  princefs,  it  is  true, 
"  but  my  proudeft  title  is  to  be  a  philaop 
*«  th«^pift/' 

The  ambaffador,  with  much  ceremony) 
prefented  Altamont,  to  whom  d^e  queen 
ofFered  her  pledge  of  conftancy.  Ähamont 
perceiving  that  Vallancy  was  uneafy,  and, 
unwilling  to  excite  in  him  even  a  momentary 
jealoufy,  would  have  declined  the  honour, 
on  the  plea  that  he  was  deftined  to  be  a 
vagrant. 

"  The  more  reafon,  then,  you  fhould 
**  belong  to  this  order  of  ktiighthood  :  take 
*'  this  fymbol  of  hope,  which  is  the  faireft 
**  flower  pf  paradife.*' 

Altamont. 
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Altamont. — "  Lady,  I  renounce  hope." 

Queen. — ''  You  cannot ;  hope  is  winged, 
^  and,  like  Otho*s  falcon,  which  won  her 
**  way  from  Elfinore  to  Cromer,  fhall  foUow 
•*  you.  Take,  then,  this  picdge,  and  be 
"  happy/' 

Altamont,  bowing  with  appropriate  gal- 
hlntry,  kiffed  the  lady's  band  on  receiving 
the  blue  ribbon ;  and  with  it  the  flower, 
which  he  immediately  put  into  his  bofom. 

"  Given  like  a  queen,*'  cried  Quintin,  in 
an  ecftacy  of  admiration. 

Vallancy,  who  hadfbeen  impatient  at  this 
fentinieiital  trifling,  advancing,  demanded 
admiflidn  to  the  fame  order. 

"  No,  Sir,'*  cried  the  queen,  half  re- 
proachfully,  "  loyal  you '  cannot  be,  for 
"  you  are  deftined  to  reign :  conftant  you 
••  will  not  be,  fince  you  are  füre  to  cor« 
'*  quer.  You  need  not  hope,  fince  you 
'*  are  already  rieh  in  pleaikre ;  beiides  all 
^^  this,  you  are  my  heir,  and  I  abdicate 
*  royalty  in  your  favour/* 

It 
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It  was  well  for  Mrs.  De  Lille  that  flie  was^ 
not  prefent  j  Vallancy  bowed  and  retreatedK 
with  an  air  that  befpoke  difpleafure  ;  Aka-^ 
mont  was  embarrafled;  Mrs.  Gladwin  coult^^ 
with  difficulty  reprefs  her  tranfports. 

*'  Uponmy  word,"  cried  Quincin,  "  thl  _] 
*'  was  braveiy  acted." 

"  Yes,"  rejoined  Vallancy,  *'  to  th  ^ 
*'  very  life, — *twas  the  mafque  of  nature.^' 

Sir  Frederic,  obferving  with  infinite  Üä€^ 
feftion  his  ill-diflerabled  refentment,  whii^ 
pered  to  Cordelia  fomething  to  which  flie 
was  incapable  of  attending ;  whilfl:  Adela, 
with  an  air  cf  unconfcious  innocence,  ap- 
proaching  Vallancy,  begged  he  would  now 
aä  his  part. 

"  No,"  faid  he,  "  when  I  a£t,  I  fliall  be 
"  2.friar" 

"  Well,  pronounce  any  vow — but  that 
"  cffilence — " 

He  was  again^Ieafed,  in  fpite  of  himfelfj 
but  ßinging  from  the  pavilion,  exclaimed, 
"  Incomparable    coquette  !     I 
"  Beachdale." 


will  leafe 


AltamoBt 
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Altamont  had  raade  a  fimüar  decifion ; 
he  recalled  the  lafl:  words  of  Haller,  he 
fancied  he  had  been  deceived  in  Cordelia, 
and  promifed  to  warte  himfelf  no  longer. 
When  the  party  affembled,  every  one 
but  Adela  wore  g  fombre  afpeft. 

De  Lille  had  gone  out  eariy  on  one  of 

Ws  fecret  expedidons,  and  to  bis  wife's  in- 

expreflible  chagrin,  was  not  returned.    She 

had,  indeed,  no  reafon  to  itnpute  his  ab- 

Tence  lo  any  unfortunate  accident,  fince  he 

had  charged  his  fervant  to  inform  her,  he 

wight  fpend  two  or  three  days  froni  home ; 

büt  the  myftery  recalled  all  her  former  fuf- 

I»cions,  and  whatevcr  efforts  flie  made,  fhe 

found  it  impofllble  to  appear  in  fpiriis.    She 

"i    'at,  therefore,  in  moody  filence,  alinoft  as 

äbftraöed  as  Aleck,  tili  Ihe  was  fuddenly 

■      't>uzed  by  Altamont's  announcing  his  in- 

^^Ulion  of  going  to  London  on  the  next 

^y  >  when  Vallancy  inftantly  declared  his 

'^folution  to  accompany  him. 

^       Similar  expreffions  inftantly  burft  from 

I  Mjs.De  Lille  and  Mrs.Gladwin;  "  You 

■f  '."  will 
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■'  will  not  go,  Vallancy"  was  energetlcall 
parodied  by  '*  You  fliall  not  go,  Altajmti 
Sir  Frederic  looked  al  Cordelia,,  and  ä: 
ciianged  countenance ;  Cordelia  ftole  _ 
glance  at  Adela,  and  fancied  her  bro 
was  clouded  wlth  cari?.  Mrs.  De  lil 
continued  her  entreatics ;  but  Altaiooi; 
was  firm,  and  Vallancy  affefted  (o  be  isi 
flexible. 

*'  But  when  will  you  return  ?" 
Vallancy  pretended  to  have  a  predileäiM 
to  vifit  Ireland.     Altamont,  froni  a  fuddöl 
impulfe,  profeffed  an  inciination  to  go  W 
Germany.     Cordelia's  eyes  brightened,^ 
flie  hoped  he  meant  to  jojn  Hallcr,  nÄ 
had  always  been  a  point  of  union  betwB 
them.    Mrs.  Giadwin  coiifidcred  a  few  B 
ments,  and  theo  a&ed  if  De  Lille  wo 
not  be  at  home  to-morrow ;  but,  as  if 
denly  illumiaed  by  a  happy  prefage» 
added,  "  Yes,  I  pledge  myfelf  for  h' 
"  tum }  I  have  his  promife,  and  that 
*'  füre  he  holds  läcred ;  ai  any  rate, 
**  would  be  dangerous.  Herbert  Alt; 


)y  the  memory  of  your  father,  I  conjure 

^ou   to  ftay  tili  after  to-morrow ;    and 

then,"    looking    fignificanüy  at   Adela, 

if  you  choofe  to  go,  I  fliall  not  oppofe 

your   departure.     I  ihall   expeft  all   of 

you  who  are  young,  to  accompany  me 

to-morrow  moming,  on  a  little  expedi- 

tion,  no  matter  whither.     Mr.  Vallancy, 

1  Diall  not  excufe  your  attendance." 

"  You  have  given  me  too  ftrong  a  mo- 

tive  for  obedience ;  a  myftery  poffeifes 

fbr  me  a  thoufand  attraftions ;  if  I  was 

ever  to  marry,  it  (hould  be  in  the  oriental 

felhion,  without  feeing  my  bride." 

"  Ah !  Mr.  Vallancy,  you  have  not  yet 

leamt  what  it  is  to  love." 

'■  I  confefs,  Madam,  I  am  no  apt  fcholar 

in  acquiring  that  profound  fcience." 

'*  No,"  refumed  flie,  "  you  have  ncvcr 

yet  feen  the  woman  who  could  be  your 

nionltor." 

*•  No,  Madam;  I  am  perfuaded  I  might 

|ia&  through  all  the  cran^migrations  of 


**  Indur,  before  I  (hould  moet  wiih  fucifc. 

Here  Mrs.  De  Lille,  with  fome  Eilarm, 
inlerriipted  the  controverfy ;  and  as  Alt» 
mont  had  confented  to  defcr  bis  jounier 
another  day,  flie  preffed  Mre.  Gladwin  » 
remain,  diiring  that  interval,  under  her 
roof — a  propofal  which  was  gialefully  a& 
cepted,  as  ßie  confetFed  (he  wifhed  much  W 
fee  Mr.  De  Lille,  previous  to  the  excurfion. 

Vallancy,  fmiJing  at  this  idiomatic  ex- 
preffion  of  fecrefy,  infenfibly  recovered  his 
good  humour  ;  though  he  ftill  preferved  an 
air  of  fuUennefe  rowards  his  coufin,  wbo 
refuraed  her  vivacity.  It  was  otherwife 
with  Cordelia ;  flie  was  ftill  pale ;  fte 
again  faw  only  the  ftern  preceptorj  flie 
longed  to  remind  him  of  the  unfiniihed 
manufcript ;  not  that  (he  was  now  interefted 
in  the  deitiny  of  Cornelius  or  Sufanna  :  flie 
could  think  but  of  one  objeft,  and  to  him 
(he  had,  perhaps,  appeared  capricious  or 
ungrateful.  Why  could  he  not  guefs  her 
thoughtsj  why  was  not  her  hearl  tranfpa- 
renti 
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it?  Tet  (he  \nflied  not  this.  With  all 
rtendemefs  and  enthufiafm»  flie  would 
li  lor  die  World,  have  betrayed  her  feeU 
pi  :*  fo  truly  did  delkacy  fii^ply  the  place 
pride»  and  even  of  prudence»  to  Cordelia ! 
sie« 

j  ■  •  • 

1«.-' 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


TT  is  painful  to  reiinquifli  any  habits  o 
ikmed  by  time  and  auachment,  but  p 
ticularly  painful  to  rcnounce  ilie  coaimed 
of  Ehe  hearr,  to  fulpend  the  habit  of  fal 
liar  coniiniinication  and  upreferved  ctH 
dence.  Cordelia  and  Adcia,  who  had  b 
long  accudouied,  on  fetiring  for  ihe  rnght,  ' 
to  fpend  fome  time  in  lalking  togetherj  did 
not  now  depart  from  this  eftablifhed  ufage, 
tbough,  in  the  prefent  in/tance,  it  certainiy 
contributed  little  to  their  enjoyment.  The 
conyprfaiion  was  languid  and  conllrained ; 
each  feemed  afraid  left  flie  ihould  guefs  the 
other's  thoughts,  and  inftead  of  cahvaffing 
the  iacidents  of  the  eveniog,  they  talked  of 
Haller  and  of  Germany  ;  and  Adela  gave 
fome  interefting  anecdotes  of  a  firft  loyer, 
whom  fhe  confeffed  to  have  made  fome  im- 
preffion  on  her  heart. 

Whilft 


^WhiUl  they  were  tht»  oigälged»  Vallancy 
aiib  conferring  nirith  Altamont  on  fub-* 
sEkf  of  a  yery  d^er^t.  natore ;  his  mo- 
lentary  jealoufy  had  yielded-to  his  friend's 
jlgenubus  coaduä,  atid  at  die  fame  time  he 
iCoHeded,  not  witfaout  -compundioii»  how 
lUMStive  he  had  been  to  tbat  fnenid*s  iboft 
ÜnMt  ^oeft,  haying  kept  fer  three  days 
IjJMac^eQed  letter,  from  the  perfo&  to  whom 
miöA  dritten  for  infbtmafjpn  nCpeädüg 
|i<||V)odviUe&  Such  careleffocfe  waa  al- 
llP^  habitual  with  Vdlancy»  and  might  be 
Üled  the  mdolence  of  prcfperity^  Natu« 
ally  humane,  he  was  not  infenfible  to  his 
Jiftror,  änd,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  refleded 
m  it  with  real  concem  and  regret. 

The  letter  contained  fome  interefting  and 
nelancholy  particulars  of  the  unfortunate 
üHToodville.     He  had  been  arrefted  about  a 

ff 

aönth  ago,  and,  by  fome  means  unknown 
o  Nevers,  was  enlarged.  Since  that  per 
■iod  be  had,  by  means  equally  unknown, 
>btained  the  fituation  of  captain's  clerk,  and 
vas  ]uft  embarked  for  the  Weft  Indies. 

«  If 


I 
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**  If  you  wifli  to  fee  him,"  added  Nevers, 
**  you  muft  fet  off  inftantly  for  Spitheid, 
*'  where  bis  Ünp  is  now  under  failing  or- 
,"  ders." 

•*  And  I  will  fee  him,"  cried  Altamont. 

*'_You  cannot,"  faid  Vallancy.     "  The 
*'  fliip  failed  yefterday.     Had  I  opened  tbe 

*'  letter  fooner but  I  will'honeftly  coli- 

*'  fefs  I  forgot  to  look  at  it. — Here's  fome 
-**  Information  refpeöing  his  wife— Nevers 
•*  gives  her  addrefs.  Well,  we  will  go  md 
.  **  fee  her :  we  could  have  done  him  no 
**  good.  Ilere,  take  the  letter,  Altamont ; 
*'  I  am  a  fhabby  fellow,  but  I  can't  help  it." 
He  then  talked  of  Adela's  ccquetry,  pro- 
tefting  he  would  not  retum  wiihout  Ate- 
jnont  to  Beachdale.  '*  Not  ihat  ,yoa  CO 
*'  find  much  amufement  here,  I  c<xi&S»-i 
"  for  you  won't  laugh  at  Amatonda*  tf^ 
"  there's  no  pleafure  with  Cordelia,  üx  9 
*'  fo  engroffed  with  the  Baronet." 

"  Ißall  not  return,  Vallancy,  I^amn- 
*'  folved." 

«  But  why  V* 

«  Oh, 


S •pfa»  Jiemr  alk  why;  ^ex»  areaihoa- 
Gukl  reafons.'' 

^-ttbw»  Altamcmty  you  bave  betrayed 
Jt»  4ecret»  zßd  my  mother  (hall  not  fee 
jnebare»  withoatyou^-^-r-'' 

gods  youx  furmife:  .it  is  whoHy 
l^£t•  Mis«  De  mie  has  luiifbrmly 
UlMpdiine  vnth  refpeS:  and cordialhy/' 
l^indfaeriHifliiandr' 
^  I  have  feen  litde.of  Inm-~biit  he  has 
||jbaVed  witfa  perfeft  propriety/' 
^  (Änd  are  you  cured  of  your  romandc 
BJQucions,  Altamont?  Do  yoa  now  at« 
tribute  to  him  thofe  myfterious  remit- 
tancesf'' 

"  No,  no ;  on  that  fubjefl  I  am  fatisfied.'' 
^*  And  what  then  can  determine  you,  at 
diis  feafon,  to  leave  Beachdale  ?" 
^*  I  am  always  a  vagran t/'  (this  unlucky 
rd  recalled  to  Vallancy's  mind  the  ex- 
sffions  ufed  by  Chriftina,  which  had  fo 
dy  offended  him  —  he  coloured,  and  was 
nt),  whilft  Altamont  added,  '*  and  I  be- 

^*  lieve 
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.  -"  lieve  I  muft  anfwer  in  Amatonda's  p 
"  ^''tis  my  äf/liny."' 

'*  O,  well,  I  feek  not  to  penetrate  thej 
**  myftery,"  cried  Vallaiicy,  to  whomiti 
occurred  ihat  his  friend  had  difcovered  in 
lAdela  fo'ine  decifive  fymptom  of  attachment; 
tut  this  furmife  was  fo  humiliating  to  ra- 
nity,  he  refifted  it  with  all  his  energy,  and 
thefe  friends  aifo  partcd  vfilh  mutual  refer- 
vation  and  concealment. 


* 

< 
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|B7IGEN  the  famHy  äffembled  at  bfeak- 
P  .:  ftft,  it  vmä  ^eov^eM  that  .Mi^. 
Widwiii  was  abfeilt)  ba?iiig  ttikeii  awalk 
■»^Grangie,  to  propare  finr  the  prp}i^£ted 
flscdirfion.  Skt  retamed  not  tiH  it  x^ 
äBÜkf  twehre,  at  trhtch  hour  the  esutiaire 
Mpaitd  be  ready.  She  agäb  enqi^red,  widi 
^uneftnefs,  for  De  Lille,  and  exprefled 
great  vexation  at  bis  prolonged  abfence* 
«*  However,"  cried  ihe,  "  I  have  given  my 
"  Word,  i  fliall  not  retra<ä.  Come  what 
•*  may  come,  I  have  croffed  the  Rabicon.'* 

VaHancy^  perceiving  her  uoeafy  looks 
and  refUefs  perturbation,  forgetting  his 
i^een  to  Adela,  entertained  her  with  a  lu- 
dicrous  pifture  of  Amatonda's  diftrefs,— 
'**  Pity  but  De  Lille  were  prefent  to  anfwer 
^  her  with  correfponding  looks.  Could 
f  ^  you  not  imagine  them  both  transformed 

•  VOli.  ih  D  "  to 
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*'  to  two  carrier  pigeons,  exchanging  t! 
■*'  pretty  billets  ?  Pray  enquire  of  her — 

"   Is  it  treafoii  ?  ib  it  lovc  ? 

"  Teil  me,  teil  me,  gestle  dove." 

"  Oh,"  cried  Adela,  "  'tis  neitherJfl« 
'•  nor  Ireafonj  'üs  fimply  plotting;  and 
*'  woe  to  you  if  thc  plot  be  not  difcovered." 

**  The  great  feal  of  England  fliould  not 
"  confole  rae  for  the  difappomtment," 

During  thefe  lively  fallies,  Cordels, 
Aanding  near  (he  bow  windoHr,  had  hapii 
fce  fliould  exchange  a  few  words  with  Al- 
-tamont;  but  juft  as  he  was  approaching  her, 
thcy  were  interrupted  by  Sir  Frederic  Mow- 
bray,  who  had  invited  himfelf  to  the  party, 
and  who,  under  the  mafque  of  ctviiity  to 
the  one,  and  of  friendfiiip  to  the  otho-,  was 
always  harailing  their  movetnents. 

And  now  the  dock  ftrikes,  the  landau 
Js  at  the  door,  and  Celia,  ilill  repidng  at 
De  Lille's  abfence,  leads  the  way,  and  is 
followed  by  her  wondering  companioni 
They  were  no  foojier  feated  than  fiie  et 
claimed) 
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daimed,  ^^  Mr.  Q^intin  (hould  have  been 
^  prefoit»  to  be  convinced  that  a  woman 
^  tra$  capable  of  difcretion ;  but  I  will  not 
**  anticipate,'*  added  flie ;  **  the  fecret  (haU 
'*  remain  to  the  lad  moment ;''  and  indeed 
lie  ms  revolving  in  her  mind  in  what  man- 
^  to  give  the  moft  theatrical  effeä  to  her 
fltended  difcovery. 

•*  But,  deareft  Madam/'  cried  Vallancy^ 
'  will  you  not  favour  us  with  fome  intima- 
'  tkm  of  thts  prodigious  myftery  ?  Does  no 

*  oae  fhafe  the  burthen  with  you  ?" 
She  Ihook  her  head. 

•*'  It  concerns  not  you,  Vallancy/*  She 
den  threw  a  fignificant  lock  oa  Altamont 
nd  Adela,  and  relapfed  into  her  reverie. 
rhe  latter  had  her  accuftomed  vivacity,  and 
s  all  the  reft  of  the  party  were  penfive  or 
gitated,  (he  cdnverfed  almoft  foiely  with 
ler  coufin. 

*'  Really,''  faid  he,  "  I  think  we  are  the 

•  only  interlocutors  among  the  Dramatis 
'  Perfonae/' 

Di  "  And 
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*'  And  pray,"  retorted  flie, '"  do  yon 
^'  aflign  me  the  place  of  a  mute  or  a  confi- 
"  danle?  though,  on  recoUeftion,  theone 
*'  is  fynonitnous  with  the  other." 

*•  I  make  you  the  heroine  —  the  y«««." 

Here  C^Ia,  roufed  from  her  inufmg  fil| 
exclaimed,  "  The  hero  of  tlie  piece  is  Her- 
"  bert  Altamont,  and  hereweare;  attiüs 
"  fpotwe  ftiail  alight." 

"  What !  here,  Madam  !  wby,  we  have 
•**  come  but  four  mües.  Is  this  to  be  the 
**  fcene  of  your  grand  denoüsmentV 

No  anfwer  was  i-ecurned,  but  the  carriage 
ftopped  ;  Sir  Frederic  affifted  Celia  to  alight, 
who,  without  his  aid,  muft  have  fallen  to 
the  ground,  from  estreme  perturbatio!!. 
No  poetafter  hammcring  for  a  rhyine,  no 
parliam«itary  probationer  conning  a  maideD 
fpeech,  ever  fliewed  more  perplexity ;  no 
quadritU-lovirg  dame  declaring  the  _/öffl 
prendre  vo/e ;  no  hardy  chefs  player,  re- 
deeming  the  game  with  a  ßale  mate,  ever 
experienced  more  agitation. 

Thej 


They  alighted  at  tbe  gate  of  a  msado^^ 
lieh  jed  to  a  iarar  boufe«  CdSa^'preced« 
\g:ibß  groupey  wadked  on  tpwaids  a  plan- 
ition  of  firs,  on  th«  brow  5f  a  hill  nfing^ 
1;  üpont  of  ihis  ruftic  •  manfion*  At  fome 
liflMB  appeaved  a  bower».  to  which  ihe 
be4-her  fteps:  it  was  called  the.Her- 
and  was  fur^oimded  by  a  hurel 
;e,  the  holly  and  the  yew^  with  foi^ked! 
{|l»,  guarding  tfae  entrance ;  thefeatswere 
tÜtfUSOßä  with  mofe  and  ivy ;  ä  gre;  ftqpe 
HP  tbe  only  table,  and  on  it  was  placed  a 
H^ifed  book»  in  which  a  filVer  pencil  was 
€k>fed.  This  lonely  fpot  comttiandbd  a* 
^ghtful  view  of  the  foreft  walks,  bor- 
sred  on»  either  fide  with  luxuriant  com 
elds.     "  Here,**  cried  Celia,;  ^  you  may 

fee  the  whole  dem^j^.*'  Then  taking 
g'the  book,  Ihe  requefted  each  of  the  com- 
iny  to  write  in  it  fome  fentiment  fuggefted 
f  the  occafion. 

Sir  Frederic  wrote. 


€t 


Happy  the  man,  whofe  wifh  and  care 
"  A  few  paternal  acres  bound  f 

03.  «  Content 
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"  Content  tobttrathe  hii  nxthe  air 
*'  In  kit  ovrn  granod." 

Adeh  bei'ng  next  chatläiged,  hallÜT 
wrote, 

"  I  (eek  not  fortune  ;  bring  to  me 

"  The  mountain  nyinpb,  fweet  Liberty." 

Vallancy  followed,  with  Mrs.  Piozzi's 
päraphrafe  of  the  didich  addrefled  by  John- 
fon  to  Mifs  Alton : 

"  Exprefiions  of  frcedom  fall  oddly  from  yOB ) 
"  tf  freedom  wefeek,  fair enllaver,  adieu!" 

Cordelia  expreffed  her  fecret  unhappmefs 
in  a  quotation  from  Mrs.  Greville's  Ode  lo 
Indifference : 

"  Nor  peaoe,  nor  eafe,  tlie  heact  can  knovi 

"  That,  like  the  needle,  true, 
•'  TuroB  at  the  touch  of  joy  or  woe, 

"  But,  turning,  trembles  too." 

Altamont,  mentally  alludmg  to  Cordelia, 
wrote, 

'■  Where'er  I  roam,  wbatever  realmg  to  fee,  i 

«  My  heartfc  untravelled,  foodly  turos  to  thee."     | 

Celia  herfelf  addsd  a  üne  from  Thoai* 

fon>  and  taking  the  book  under  her  arm, 

propofed 
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jfed  they  fiiould  proceed  to  a  fummer- 
!,  at  fome  üttle  diftance,  originaily 
d  as  an  objed  by  the  late  proprietor 
;  eftate  before  theiii ;  and  which,  by  a 
te  meffenger  difpatched  in  the  early 
of  the  morning,  flie  had  prepared  for 
jreception. 

I  oppofition  was  made  to  the  propofal ; 
eadJiig  them  down  ihe-gentledeclivity, 
were  fuddenly  prefented  with  a  little 
DCic  dellj  fenced  oa  one  fide  with  the 
cicmatis,  and  over-arthed.  by  birches, 
ä,  and  afpens  ;  on  the  other,  tlje  path 
fo  narrow,  that  the  cojnpany  were 
id  to  feparate  j  and  it  for  once  hap- 
I,  in  fpite  of  all  Sir  Frederic's  pre- 
ms,  that  Altamont  was  next  to  Cor- 

r  a  few  moments  they  proceede4  in 
QJence,  bqt  ^  thiftle  impeded  her  foot. 
^nt  ftooped  down  to  remove  it,  and  as 
h^nked  hinij  fite  inadvertently  calied 
E^erbe^t.  In  an  ii^ant  hope  and  con- 
zp  retumed  to  hia  heart,.  s«  Coitd^ia 
D  4  «xclvnt^» 
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exciaimed,  "  You  will  not,  farely,  go  t* 
"  morrow  ?" 

•*  Did  you  wifli  rne  to  ftay,  particularly, 
"  over  to-morrow  ?** 

*'  Only,  you  know,  vre  never  finiflied 
*•  the  legend  ;  and,"  added  flie,  heiitating, 
"  it  was  agreed  we  ihould  read  it  together." 
Alramont  was  beginning  to  anfwer  in  a  tone 
of  delight,  wlien  the  path  widened,  and  Sir 
Frederic  again  hung  on  their  fteps.  Tet 
not  even  his  unwclcome  prefence  could  now 
divide  them  from  each  oüier;  and  thougb 
their  coaverfation  was  fufpendcd,  they  were 
Teftored,  they  fcarcely  knew  how,  to  the 
Privileges  of  inlimacy  and  confidence;  Ib 
completelyindeed  were  they  abforbed  in  their 
own  feelings,  that  they  heard  not  the  dafih 
ing  of  a  cafcade  at  fome  diflance,  tili  Val^ 
lancy  expreffed  his  wifh  to  explore  the  fpot 
from  whence  the  murmur  iflued.  Altamoot 
objeöed  to  this,  that.  the  fight  of  a  water- 
fatl  was  commonly  lefs  piäurefque  than  the- 
found,  Vallancy  advanced  a  few  paces,  and 
then  retuming,  exciaimed,  '*  I  am  clearlf 
*'  in  the  wrong :  the  fource  of  all  thefe 
■*'  fentimtntal 
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^^  feMimental  murniurs  was  nothing  bat  a* 
^ywUj  and  my  impertinent  curiofity  haa- 
Hiitlbeited  meof*  tbe  pleafure  of  £incying: 
^^t|u(t ^fecönd Tiyoli.  . £yen Nature owe»^ 
^•ÄJWWy  cba?m8  to  fancf/' 
^(^ewas  bere  interrupted  by  Cdia^.  ^o^* 
hUHH^  advaiiced  be^fore  her  coqQ^pgany^  n0w^ 
Uilted,  pointing  to  a  fmaU  odagpnal  build-: 
|||y' which  was  to  be  the  botirn  öf  theii'  ex- 
lim^n«  •  It  was  fimply  conftruded  of  wopd^^ 
bMlj.'had  beea  fo  ingenipufly  paintied  aisr 
y  ilipFerent  antiquated  iloni^y  and  was  now- 
learly  covered  with  laurel  and' ivy^  which' 
imbitioufly  afpired  together,  but  a£Forded  a 
hug  retreat  to  the  goldfinches  and^  red- 
)reaft89  who  divided  their  verdant  premifes 
i^ith  much  concord  and  harmony» 

The  door  ftood  open,  and  prefented  to 
new  a  winding  (laircaie,  by  which«the  com- 
tany  afceiiided  to  the  only  apartment  the 
K)afe  contaijied,  It  was  lighted  from  the 
roof,  but  ^  had  one  glafs  window  reacbing 
from  the floor  to  the  ceiling,  and openmgon 
the  terrace  beneath^  with  whicfa  it  communi«  - 

B  5  cated 
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cated  by  a  narrow  flight  of  fteps,  whlcll 
were  intended  to  reprefent  the  time-worn 
ftairs  of  a  ruinous  edifice.  The  walls  and 
ceiling  were  painted  blue  ;  the  oak  fioor  was 
of  tranfparent  brightnefs ;  a  round  table, 
covered  with  a  damafk  ctoth,  and  a  few  low 
fophasj  comprifed  the  whole  of  the  fani 
tiire. 

This  building  had  been  called  Sevem'S 
Folly,  but  was  this  day  named  by  Celli' 

Oberon's  Shell ;  and  that  none  might  mif- 
take  the  appellation,  it  was  placarded  on  a 

fcreen  which  ftood   in  the  centre   of  the 

apartment. 
"  Do  none  but  föirieB  own  this  houfe  ?" 

l^dVallancy,  obferving  notraces  of  human 

inhabitants. 

*'  You  fliallnotfind  you  need  attendance," 

replied  Celia»  removing  the  damafk  clotb) 

under  which  a  choice  collation  was  preparcd 

for  her  guefts,  the  fight  of  which  redouWed 

their  good  humour  and  cordiality. 

"  Surely,"  faid  Adela,  **  we  are  mdeeä 

••  kneibf  tfte  ftdries.'* 

8  AI 


M  (bis;  |npn)e»(  a  g»}e  of  Ir^gr^e, 
Il!rp(iece4  by.  p9ts  pfnH^aktnette  räd  otHei;> 
o4pi#^V!8  flQWfflffl  liUe4 »]»«  rooip ;  and  t|te 

:  IiMfi^  jntepBmgllag,    ia  .fofeaaii.  aicpord^ 
'  t|B|irv^9^PBQq#I)ai!PMHH!^ 

,,,?*  Qh^Fffljpj  l?»ie^' '  pne4  V^lancjr,  « 1 

.  ^  perccaTe .  the  ylaice  %  fall  q(  jpdUbs^ 

.  *fi.jncl^tmeBt&    Deßi;  Mn.  Gl^dn^q,  «^ 

*.'".#«f*  *e  dajag»  of  fkllii^  ii»  lorgev" 
,  .  ?f  ITj*/*  i9j^ed  fte,  ♦♦  are  «n  »o  dadger ; 
**  .xe^mbi^  ypur  boaft  of  yefterday/' 

**  Oh,  truft  nof  a  boafter's  promifes  j  I 
*'  a^iire  you  I  am  in  great  peril  at  this  mo- 
•«  joent." 

^'  I  can  give  you  a  fpell  againfl  tempta« 
*^  liop,"  faid  Adela  airchly. 

^'  Lady,  it  comes  fufpiciouily  from  you*  I 
**  miift  exped  treachery  in  the  gift»** 

*'  'Tis  np  gift,  bufi  firaply  a  prefcription 
"  which  is  oflfered  gratis :  keep  conftantly 
**  talking,  and  you  üiall  efcape  the  fafcina- 
[^  tions  of  a  Circe  or  a  Calypfp/* 

D  6  Vallancy 


VALSINOIIE. 

defcended  to  the  terrace,  promifing  in  a.  feff 
I  minutes  to  retum  to  the  Company. 

Celia,  who  had  at  firfl:  been  difconcerud 
by  this  interruption,  now  refuming  herfub- 
jeft,  confirmed  her  former  aiTurances,  of 
Herbert's  good  fortune.  "  This,"  criedflie, 
*'  is  the  leeret  fo  long  buried  in  iny  bofom ; 
*•  a  fecrei  never  revealed,  bul  lo  ihe  man 
*•  whofe  afliftance  was  neceffary  £o  its  con- 
"  fummation.  Thb  ellate,  of  which  the 
**  title-deeds  will  fliortly  be  put  into  your 
"  poffeifionjis  purchafed  fbr  you  by  a  friend, 
**  to  enable  you  to  purfue  your  political 
*'  career  in  peace  and  glory.  And  now  you 
"  will  eafily  underfVand  why  I  oppofed  your 
"  tilking  Orders,  fince  a  ck-rgyman  is  not 
"  eligible  to  Parliament;  you  will  eafilj 
**  coraprehend  why  I  urged  your  being  fem 
"  to  College,  and  eraployed  fome  artifice  to 
"  perfuade  you  thac  your  mother's  myfte- 
**  rious  friend  was  flill  watching  over  your 
*'  welfare. 

"  Through  the  läme  medium,  I  exerted 
**  my  influence   to    induce  you  to   fpend 
fome 
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^.  fimie  years  in  feeifig  otber  cooiitries.  It 
^  vas  my  anibitioa  to  render  you  in  every 
^  iei|ie&  proper  fbr  pnbliä  life.  This  was 
***  my  experimentjZxA  it  bis  fucceeded ;  this 
^  «äs  my  laboor»  and  it  ha8  profpered ; 
^1^  wis  my  myftery,  and  it  is  unfolded« 
*^  On  the  moft  intereftmg  day  of  ray  life,  J 
^^3Ui  proodly  fay^  Cornelia  had  not  more 
)k''eMie*  to  glory  in  the  Gracchi.  I  enyy 
^■^ütit  a  monier/* 

'^-t9a  anoditf  occäfion»  Vallancy  would 
Ihm  flnOed  ät  the  extravagance  of  this  com* 
Ipiiment}  but  now  he  was  fpell-bound  in 
ttaoazement ;  and  Celiä,  the  only  perfon,  per-» 
liap8,  to  whom  filence  gave  encouragement, 
proceeded,  ^'  I  make  no  boaft ;  it  is  all 
•*  owing  to  your  own  goodnefs,  that  my 
••  experiment  has  fucceeded ;  yet  fuffer  me 
•  to  fay,  had  you  difappointed  my  hopes, 
^  you  had  forfeited  your  recompence.  The 
**  eftate  is  to  be  held  in  traft,  for  the  good 
•*  of  mankind. 

•*  Miftake  me  not ;  I  do  not  mean  to  ex- 
^  clude  you  from  the  bleffings  of  domeftic 

''  life. 
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"  Ufe.  I  have  difcovered  the  woman  fbrmed 
to  harmonize  with  you,  to  fofcen  all  yoor 
cares,  and  recompence  your  exerrions.' 
I  can  trace  the  progrefs  of  a  mutual  at- 
tachment, and  I  can  venture  to  fay,  Plmy 
^^  and  Hifpulla  vere  not  happier  tbaü  yoa 
"  will  be/'  ' 

The  gratitude  and  furprize  of  Altamont 
at  an  event  fo  ftrange  and  unexpefled,  coold 
only  be  exceeded  by  his  confufion  at  this 
intimation;  but  while  t^fe  name  of  Adela 
trembled  on  her  lips,  fhe  was  fuddenly 
checked  by  her  re-entrance  with  Cördelia. 
Altamont  and  Vallancy  had  equally  their 
cheeks  äufhed  with  crimfon,  the  one  from 
perplexity,  the  other  from  refentraent  5  both 
made  an  involuntary  movement  to  the  door, 
to  prevent  fai:ther  elucidation.  Sir  Frederic 
relieved  their  embarraflment  bypropofing  aa- 
immediate  return  ;  and  as  Vallancy's  fervant 
fiad  brought  a  horfe,  Altamont  eagerly 
mounted  him,  to  avoid  any  further  allufion» 
to  a  fubjeft  fo  diftreffing  to  his  feelings.  The 
reit  of  the  party  refumed  their  places  in  the 

carriage, 
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Ige,  but  all  were  totally  changed  ;  all 
r  was  difmiHed ;  alt  animation  had  va- 
d.  Adela  was  thoughtful,  Vallancy  taci- 
Cordelia  looked  ill,  and  Sir  Frederic,  in 
ar  of  exciting  fuf^cion  or  difpleafure, 
r^dned  hinifelf  (0  much  that  he  appeared 
Stly  frigid.  Celia  herfelf,  exhaufted  by 
ffortß,  leaned  back,  fcarcely  able  to  re- 
.  her  tears,  and  now  ^nd  ihen  dropping 
ly  fentence  of  morality,  on  the  muta- 
of  human  fen(ations.  "  I  expeöed 
"  cried  flie,  "  to  have  been  a  day  of 
f,  but  joy  is  overpowering.  I  wi(h 
sfe  äowcrs  had  noi  made  Cordelia  ill ; 
lave  been  faddened  ever  fince.'* 
1  reaching  Beachdaie,  fiie  eagerly  en- 
d  for  De  Lille,  exprefiing  equal  wonder 
iiflurbance  at  his  abfence.  She  then 
i  Alcamont,  privately  afluring  him,  that 
arrow  he  fhould  have  better  evidence 
her  Word,  to  convince  him  of  the  faft  ' 
lad  announced  ;  for  tlie  prefent,  ftie 
d  not  enter  on  particulars  ;  befides,  flie 
d  to  ipend  an  hour  at  the  Grange.  She 
lold 
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lold  him  in  coniidence,  it  was.to  l'peak  to 
Mrs.  Winifred  :  and  then  admonifliing  him 
to  entire  fecrecy,  iHe  rel'umed  a  myfterioüs 
air,  and  fteating  ihrgugh  ihe  park,  pro- 
ceeded  by  a  circuitoiw  route  to  her  friend's 
hahimiotn 


I 


CHAPTER  VI. 


f  riHERTO  it  was  not  necefikry  to  an- 
ticipate  the  communication  which  was 

imraortaäize  Ct:lia  Gladwin's  pre-emi- 
Ice  in  difcretion ;  but  now  that  the  tn- 
table  momcnt  is  arrived,  it  will  be  proper 

explain  the  nature  of  that  myfterious 
meäion,  which  had  fo  long  fubfifted 
ween  her  and  the  kind-hearted  protegee. 
T  acquaintatice  wlth  this  anlefs  creature 
1  commenced  in  her  youth,  and  during 
!  annual  vifits  flie  was  accuftomed  to  pay 
fome  rieh  relations  in  Monmouthfhire ; 
'.  then  Ihewed  much  kiadnefe  to  'Winny, 
that  time  the  contented  wtfe  of  a  petty 
mer,  who  occupied  a  dairy;  but  foon 
er  removing  with  bis  wife  to  anotber 
Bity,  Celia  remained  for  many  years  in 
lorance  of  the  changeswbkh  had  occurred 
her  deftiny. 

After 
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After  a  long  intcrval  fhe  difcovered  her 
in  London,  earnlng  a  marntenance  by  daily 
labour,  and  fteadily  refufing  to  live  ■with 
her  prefent  hulband  ;  who,  having  been  an 
iliiierant  player,  won  her  heart  by  a  taleof 
diftrefs ;  wafted  the  fuvings  of  the  good 
farmer's  indultry;  and,  finally,  kept  another 
wpman  in  open  infidelity.  Indignant  at  ihis 
Jaft  outrage,  Winny  vowed  never  to  live 
with  hiin  again  ;  and,  wich  Celia's  afliil- 
ance,  procured  the  lituation  of  houfekeepfir 
in  a  gentlemMi's  family.  Warm  with  gra- 
titude  for  her  benefaÜrefs,  flie  longed,  moft 
ardently,  to  make  her  fome  acknowledge? 
ment ;  and,  by  dint  of  frugality  and  dili- 
gence,  faved  enough  to  purchafe  a  lotta^ 
ticket.  The  tranlädlon  remained  a.  pro- 
found  leeret,  tili  flie  difcovered  that  it  was 
drawn  a  firflprize ;  whenalmodoverwhekaed 
with  the  intelligence,  flie  flew  to  her  good 
Mifs  Celia,  and  implored  her  acceptance  of 
the  ticket;  declariog  fhe  wiflied  for  nothing 
Ib  much  as  to  fee  her  üving  like^  a  lady, 
and  to  put  herf^If  under  her  prpte^u.' 
With 


^^  ieqüal  generafity  Gelia  refifted  tbe 
•flea^  "and  there  was  a  long  conteft  of  kind* 
»eb  between  them.    Bat  TTVinny  fbuqded 
.liar  flea  xm  a  pomt  <>f  EnglUh  law,  with 
'.iiriikh  the  lower  orders  are  weU  acquamted; 
'^Aat  a  Vornan  afier  marriage  is  iocapable  of 
.yoieffing  anjr  diing  bdependent  df   her 
>M(battd»  and  protefted  ihat  (he  dreaded 
äiiotfaiig  fo  much  äs  feeing  thci  pröduceof 
«liel'.good  foitüne  extoited  &om  her  by  her 
'^«nr  detefted  profligate.     CeÜtt,    though 
;JbigllIy  applaudmg  Aefe  heroife  fentünttta» 
It^itifckl  to  enrich  herfelf  by  what  would  be 
:4ermed  a  legal  fraud,  however  defenfible  on 
<the  abftrad  principles  of  equity  and  judioe. 
At  length  the  matter  was  compromifed  be- 
tween them,  Celia  confenting  to  receive  the 
'  money  to  vei^  it .  in  the  funds,  in  her  own 
'  name .;  to  tranfmit  to  Winny  an  annual  fum 
fufficient  for  her  fupport ;    and  to  let  the 
furplus  accumulate,  to  be  hereaft^  applied 
to  fome  great  objed  of  patriotifm  or  cha«' 
rity.     For  herfelf  flie  ftill  rigidly  reftifed  to 
accept  even  the  fmalieft  recoippence  j  and 

was» 
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was  more  happy  in  thus  difclaiming  for- 
tune  than  another  in  pofleffmg  it ;  ftie  de- 
fpifed  the  perlbnai  riik  incurred  by  her  in- 
trepidity  j  (he  gloried  in  the  poffibUity  o£ 
being  perfecuted  for  having  dared  ta  evade 
a  law  which,  whether  juftiy  or  not,  Ihe  con- 
ceived  to  be  among  the  lorongs  of  luomen. 
She  was,  however,  foon  fenfible  thaf 
Winny's  apprehenfions  from  her  hu{band's 
perfecution  wero  not  wholly  chtmericat. 
He  had  difcovered  her  retreal ;  andj  wqn- 
■dering  at  the  comfort  in  which  flie  lived, 
infifted  on  living  with  her.  Celia,  at  length, 
by  bribes  induced  him  to  defift ;  but  from 
that  period  flie  had  deemed  it  neceffary  ro 
ufe  more  precautioa  for  her  old  friend-'s 
fecurity. 

The  occafion  was  mofl  inviting  to  bsr 
love  of  myftery,  and  though  the  importuiate 
hufband  was  now  gone  abroad,  fiie  fuggefted 
her  dropping  his  name,  and  reJlri3ing  lier- 
felf  to  ^titü^pellation  of  Mrs.  Wini&ed,  hf 
which  alone  fhe  was  known  in  Mr.  Mq>It< 
toft's  family.  Gelk  havmg  been  long  per- 
fuaded 


Ibided  thit  Akaaoat  was  deftiued  to  per- 
fitrtti  loBSe  figaal  fervice  ibr  fhe  ftatie»  con- 
^T«d  it  impDfiible  thftt  tlie  dbee  fiiould  be 
Üiifct  iwifely  bäftowed^  ^aiid  prapofed  to  her 
yi^^fe  the  fisheme  flie  had  f oniied  for  ^ 
beii^  c^  mankind. 

.  Winny,  who  had^  nerier  ventu^  to  con« 
-  fider  as  her  own  property  what  flie  owed  to 
C^*8  jriendihip»  fobmitted  in^licitly  to  h^ 
'  decrees«  Y6t  flie  was  not  without  fome  repin« 
log  inlhes  tfaat  her  poor  dear  Aleck  might 
'  iave  fliared  with  Altamont,  but  this  cooditioa 
ihe  never  ventured  to  fuggeft;  fbr  fuch  was 
her  gratitude  and  her  probity,  that  (he 
aever  conceived  the  poflibility  of  refuming 
any  rights  ihe  had  once  furrendered  to  her 
protedrefs ;  and  fondly  as  fhe  doated  on 
Aleck,  flie  prefumed  not,-  even  for  his  fake, 
to  make  any  claim  to  the  prejudice  of  her 
firft  engagement.   Of  bonds  and  fettlements 
fte  kaew  nothing,  and  to  legal  forms  had 
aa  mvmcible  abhorrence;  but  to  her  up- 
right  mind  a  word  was  equally  binding  with 
an  oath ;  the  promife  ihat  had  pafled  her 

Ups 
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Ups  couid  only  be  caHcelled  by  injuriou^^ 
treatnient ;  yei  (he  never  blazoned  tMs  re-;^ 
ligiouB  faith  with  an  inipofing  name.  ^^ 
iimple  Chr^ian,  Ihe  merely  afpired  to  pe:ar.  j 
form  her  duty ;  and  the  point  of  honour  J 
was  wich  her  bul  ihe  teft  of  confdence.         f 

] 
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^...  CHAPTER  Vit 

^T*H£  predile£tion  which  Mrs.  Gladwia 
]^f,  /^had,  almoft  from  the  firlt  glance,  oon» 
Mved  for  De  LUle,  united  to  the  neceffity  q^ 
|piß  afliftance  in  her  projeä,  hJKJdetennined 
Kjpr  to  eotixift  him  wkh  Winny'«  defign.  Ue 
fM  flattered  by  the  coafidence;  gave  her- 
Hri>ounded  pronufi»  of  fervice^  and  every 
i&rance  of  fidelity«  At  her  eameft  reque(l> 
be  had  fecretly  purchafed  the  eftate  con- 
dguous  to  Vallancy  manor,  which  had  oc« 
cafioned  fo  much  fpeculation  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood«  The  title  deeds  were  at  prefent 
IB  his  poäeffion,  but  were  finally  to  be 
transferred  to  the  intended  proprietor*  This 
confidence  was  not,  however»  mutual ;  and 
the*  incident  of  the  letter,  which  excited 
fach  uneafinefs  in  Mrs.  De  Lille,  might, 
had  ihe  been  prone  to  fufpicion»  have  in- 
VOL.  11.  £  fpired 
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I  fpiredin  Mrs.GladwIaequal  diflrun:.  Froia 

I  that  period,  he  had  been  lefs  cordial  and 

■  ingcnuous :  he  nevcr  fpoke  of  the  intended 
w  donation  with  any  glow  of  pleafure ;  and  he 
I  was  always  fuggefting  Tome  reafon  for  pro- 
f'  tradiog  the  term  of  probation  and  conceal« 
I  mcnt. 

■  On  the  retui-n  of  Altamont  to  England 
»Aowever,  Celia  had  refolved  that  the  com- 
I  ,  muoication  fliould  take  place  ;  but  De  Lilie 
I  fllleged  that  there  was  flill  fomething 
I  wanting  to  make  the  conveyance  coraplete. 
'      '  In  their  lafl  converfation,  percelving  her 

fomewhat  irritated,  in  reality,  from  her 
lively  conception  of  Ahamont's  fecret  con- 
fliifls,  and  fufterings,  Tihe  pangs  of  hope- 
lefs  love)  he  promifed  in  another  week  to 
be  ready  for  the  €claircijfeme7ii ;  yet  on  the 
moming  after  he  had  given  her  this  affur- 
ance,  he  went  on  his  private  eKcurHon. 

It  was  not  her  intention  to  have  proceeded 

without  his  concurrence;  but  having  beeo 

thrown  off  her  guard  ,by  the  refoludon  ex- 

preffed  b;  Altamont  to  leave  Beachdale, 

8  and 
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Mceed  to  Germany,  Ute  had  hadily 
hated  her  promifed  elucidationj  cony 
lg  that  though  (he  could  not-  produce 
te  deeds^  ihe  could  pledge  her  wprd 
zir  exiftence.  She  was  aUb  fbmewhat 
L  by  De  Lille's.  procraftination ;  aud 
onfequently  the  lefs  repugoance  to 
üng  this  fiep  without  his  appFobation.  ' 
8  all  this,  the  fecret  fhe  had  fo  long 
red  with  fach  eafe,  was  no  longer 
table  with  patience.  From  the  mof- 
he  had  approached  the  crifis  of  dif- 
,  fhe  was  occupied  with  her  theatrical 
vsnt. 

myftery  now  prefTed  for  develope- 
with  an  Impetus  which  was  not  to 
fted  j  and  fhe  miflook  the  impulfe  of  • 
m  ardent  nature,  for  fonie  fecret 
:ion  omnipotent  and  inevitable  as 
• 

approaching  the  Orange,  fhe  longed 
npathy  and  reciprocation  with  her 
Id  Winny.  Surprife  and  doubt  had 
»d  to  abforb  Altamonts  pleafurej 

£  2  and 
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md  her  own  antldpated  raptures  wert 
ftrangely  intercepted;  but  with  this  kind- 
hearted  confidant,  flie  expefted  to  tafte  un- 
alloyed  delight.  A  trifling  circumftance 
«gain  thwarfed  her  wifliesi  Winny  had 
been  induced  by  Aleck  to  ride  om  in  s 
thaife  he  had  borrowed  from  the  Abbey; 
and  was  gone,  according  to  her  charitable 
praäice,  to  vifit  fonie  fick  perfon  at  a  fliont 
diftance  from  the  village.  Celia  now  recol- 
iefled  that  her  friend  had  mentloned  in  the 

r  TOoming  her  projefted  excurfton ;  ctwft- 
snenting,  wiih  much  complacency,  on  the 
readinefs  Mr.  Quintin  had  fliewn  lo  oblige 
Aleck  ;  but  neither  the  information  nor  the 
refleöion  made  the  flightefl  impreOion  oa 
Celia's  mind  at  the  raoment.  Now,  how- 
ever,  that  (he  fighed  to  difburthen  her  beart, 
(he  would  gladly  have  followed  Winny 
wherever  flie  raight  be,  to  enter  oq  her 
purpofed  explanation-;  but  the  Mapletofis 
were  out,  the  fervants  knew  nothing  of  her 
friend's  movements  j  there  was  no  reraedy 

'  l)ut  patieoce,  and  of  that  virtue  ibe  vas  the 


capable.  For  the  firfü  time,  flie  fbunci 
ade  irkfome;  and  in  this  interval  of 
Bofe,  almofL  regretted  that>  fhe  bad  htea 
rfidpitate  with  her  difclofure. 
Iie  yeftned  for  her  aflFe£tionate  Winny's 
ance,  that  whatever  üte  did  was  con-^ 
It  aiKi  bell ;  fhe,  for  once^  diftx'Qfted 
jiidgment,  and  doubted  of  her  o\m 
.{  fixe  was  even  vifited  by  fome  com» 
Skioas  fcruplesy  for  having:  £0  frzpklif 
ifedof  another's  property;  anddeter* 
^  to  ftipulate  for  fome  condidons  bk 
nr  of  Aleck.  She  even  miffed  the  fecrety 
which  Sie  had  fo^  long  brooded^  that 
»art  from  it  would  make  a  chafm  in 
ence. 

U  thefe  gloomy  refleftlons  were  oc- 
ned  by  not  finding  Winny  at-homej 
as  a  check  *to  the  bouyancy  of  ex- 
ition  ;^  and  fancy,  for  once,  left  the 
t  fubdued  to  nature»  On  this  day  of 
triumph, — this  ipterefting  epoch  pf 
life,  Ihe  wept ;  and  after  having  fpent 
\    hours   in    expedation   of  Winny^s 

E  3  retum. 
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retiim.  at  length  rejoined  tbc  clrcle  l 
Vailancy  Houfe ;  not  to  enjoy  focietj 
but  to  cheat  fufpenfe  of  its  liDgenn 
torments. 


tft  jnir-r- 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

^  CHALLIadvanceorretreat,  Edward?" 
faid  Altamont^  perceiving  his  friend 
feated  at  a  writing*defk,  and  appareatly  in* 
fenfible  to  his  2q>proach. 

Vallancy  having  exhibited  unequivocal 
Qrmptoms  of  ill-bumour  dumg  dinner^  had 
vithdrawn  to  his  own  apartment^  in  order^ 
as  he  faid,  to  write  fome  letters  previous  to 
|)is  joumey.  Altamont  fufpeding  the  true 
caufe  of  his  eflrangementy.determinedy  by  a 
Grank  eclaircijement,  to  put  an  end  to  his 
liifpenfe.  "  Vallancy/*  repeated  he,  **  will 
"  you.not  fpare  a.  quarter  of  an  hour  to  a 
«  friend  ?'' 

.  *«  Oh,  Sir!  Mr.  Altamont,  I  perceive, — '^ 
There  was  no  playful  afFedation  in  this  for- 
mality ;  it  was  the  genuine  expreüion  of 
firong  difpleafure. 

E  4  *^  Mr. 
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**  Mr.  Altamont!  what  a  rebuke  to  my 
**  want  of  decorum !  I  fuppofe  I  muft  b 
^^  future  fend  up  a  fervant  to  axmounce  mf 
*^  name,  with  all  due  punöilio.'*   . 

*^  In  future  every  thing  wilf  be  differenl. 
''  from  what  it  has  been ;  there  is  a  revoiiu 
**  tion  fince  yeßerday.  When  am  I  to  viflb 
"**  you  joy  ?  for  ainong  other  changes  it  feems 
^  you  are  likely  to  become  my  kinfman.*' 

^^  I  thought  to  find  you  m  a  more  feriout 
•«  mood/* 

^  I  was  never  more  fo  in  my  läe.  It  ii 
*^  you  that  ftill  choofe  to  be  ibmething  fbr 
^^  which  I  reaUy  can't  find  a  name, — can- 
**  :riöüs,  circurnfpeä,  envetoped.  For'flif 
^  part,  I  don't  underftand  obliquity,-*^!* 
<^  fhali  I  call  it  delicacy ;  and  really  ffao(U2 
^^  not  fcruple  a&ing  an  old  friend  if  be 
*«  was  going  to  be  married/* 

*^  And  do  you  fmcerely  imagine  I  am 
**  going  to  be  married  ?** 

•*  And  why  not,  when  the  lady  fmQeSi 
*'  fortüne  jumps  from  the  bag,  and  no- 
"  thing  but  the  läwyer  and  the  bifhop  are 

«  wantini;? 


!(|nBd]ig?  m  tefl  yoa  «hity 
ilinnnj;  other:  iio?dtiiBB,  do  get  »^«|ew 
dWbk  of  ingeaiJDuüieb }  diail  ouitieyMip 
»|f|  myAerfift  Atioeflary  to  the  .man  xriio 
at  a  Mofeflioos  and '£01?  that 
reafon  is  4i&laiaied  by  eveff«  <mt 
has  the  privUiege  to  be  bm%  0^ 


liardly  know  how..tft  aofirai  yoö^ 

pB:  die  copymirid  ttofieii  ]|i-|>«ftiäim  v 
hbem  16,  AQ  i^borate  phrafe,  no  elegauoc: 
j  yiififlftilifif  langii$rge>  of  whidv  you  are 

e,  come»  this  is  i^l  the  captious 
ce  of  a  diffatisfied,  reftlefs  lover.^ 
^-f*  Oh  ao;.  doa't  imagine  Lama  loven» 
L  X  like  a  coquette  to  while  awa^  an  hour 
^  -with ;  I  don't  pretend  to  be  ftupid  or 
'  invulnerable  as  a  beetle;  but  you  are 
'  really  over  nice  about  Mifs  Rouvigny. 
'  You  might  have  fafely  entrufted  your 
^  mutu^dk  attachment ;  I  ne^^er  cared  for 

B  5  ,  **  he» 
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<^  her  eliough  to  haye  put  her  ia,€omp^ 

**  tition  with   a  friencTs  welfiare  ;    never 

**  vould  have   rifqued  for  her  my  inte* 

^^  grity ;  no,  no,  though  I  may  have  hughed 

*<  at  romance^  I  hold  honour  facred;  though 

^^  I  might  never  aiffed  patriotifm^  I*  reilly 

*<  did  believe  in  the  exiftence  of  hoaefly; 

^^  and  could  fo  far  ftretch  my  imaginadob 

**  as  to  give  a  man  credit  for  unequivocal 

^*  fincerity.*' 

«  To  what  does  all  this  lead  ?" 

*•  Oh,  merely  to  elucidate  a  point  h 

■*  queftion,.  Whether  three  months  after 

•*  you  have  been  prefented  ait  court,  (yott 

**  and  your  bride,)  you  may  not  be  ^piu»> 

*^  ing  in  the  Houfe  in  praife  of  all  yött  Bm 

"  hitherto  abufed?  Who  knows  but  ydtt 

*'  and  I  may  fit  on  oppofite  fides,  at  once 

•*  complimenting  and  controverting  each 

«'  other?'' 

**  So  then,  if  I  Ihould  really  have  this 

**  acceffion  of  fortune,  I  am  to  lofe  your 

<«  friendftip/' 

«If 


^  ^  UpiflmU.  Oh Jubriecaffiifl:!  Wttere  . 
'^*lHthdcofttmg;tGiQC^  TourfiiendaifeMithe 

!i*<AilMäfttia^  die  ^erdoiL  ^t  eflätüe  jft 
l^iobfKxtt  td  VieW^  isüd  InU  yi)ti  tät|irah4 
pHntibc  or  a  ftcrtnife«  Niiy»  iUftinloaDi^ 
I^Bokft  take  tte  girFtr  word  d^  Ihei  fötes 
Wi^9  bot  ei^  ^  affidävfe  jsto)^itfIy  s^ 

JA  ^  .  V 

ilw*  !f  I  could  taot  Äaid  an  «öfle  ft>f  j^ur 
^iapieii,  I  fliould  tfaliik  It  fttaiig«  yoti  dfif 
fj^ttck  ftjoke  in  ä  friend^  ^röf^^^ 
^^^Bttt  where  is  tfifefe  a  frieA^,  Altatnönt  ? 
■•  A  friend  (hould  be  an  equal  j  a  pärtner, 

Kdtterihg,  with  atdour,  into  all  my  pur- 
^Iidts ;  fympathizing  in  my  tafles  and 
i^-  ^(Hfhes }  loving  eVen  my  faults,  and  re- 
**  fpeöing  my  weakeft  prejudices.  "the 
^  friend  (hould  be  my  other  felf  j  the  fame 
•*  life*s  blood  fhould  flow  between  US.  Now, 
•*  Altamont,  fuch  an  Union  has  lievef  fub« 
'*  fifted  between  üs ;  you.were  always  alm- 
^^  ing  to  be  the  benrfaäor^  and  I  broöked 

£  ß  "  ffom 
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**  from  you  adraonitlons  and  reproofs  E~ 
**  could  not  have endured  from  2.fupemr'^ 
Here  Vallancy  paufed.  Altamont  pre— 
ferved  a  coid  filence.  Irritated  by  a  for- 
bearance  he  attributed  to  contempt,  Val- 
lancy refumed,  -"  No  other  bemg  fliould 
•*  have  ufurped  fuch  authority ;  but  tbe 
'*  tutoriog  feeraed  to  fatisfy  your  punflilious 
**  dignity,  and  I  therefore  frankly  fubmitted 
*'  to  the  yoke."  Vallancy  again  paufed, 
and  was  again  onanfwered.  "  Yet  though 
'*  I  repined  ac  your  referve,  though  I  was 
*'  always  fenfible  to  your  want  of  fympathy, 
••  I  would  not  have  believed  a  tale  to  your 
•*  prcjudice ;  I  had  an  obftinate  faith  in 
■•  your  inlegrity ;  nor  would  I  have  ad- 
'*  mitted,  on  any  authority  but  your  owd, 
*'  that  you  were  capable  of  difingenuous 
"  artifice — feeking  what  you  affeäed  to 
"  difclaim,  and  engrofTing  the  very  objeä 
"  you  profefled  to  defpife.  No  reafoning, 
•*  HO  rhetoric,  not  even  your  own  eloquence 
*'  ihoütd  have  perfuaded   mc   to   believe 

«And 
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^  And  do  you  ferioufly  faj^xkfe  I  haVe 
r^  ftoqpedtofuch,^iicity?--*-that  Ihave 
''  ^  feught  what  I  difdaimedy  and  engrofied 
^  ^  objisa  I  proMed  ta  defpife?'r 
TAlhunont    repeated  thefe   worda   with 
i;  4dberate  fölemnity  j  and  VaUancy,  ihocked 
lydieir  impoity  in  hia  turn  vaa  filent. 
ItM  Tbefe  are  ftrange  worda  to  come  from 
^odia  aflbdate  of  one'a  childhood,  and  in- 
fl^jehide  a  chaige  which,  allow  me  to  (ay,  I 
^;lhbiild  bett^  know  how  to  anfwer  tö  any 
^  ocher  than  700/'. 
^.  If  I  have  t^anfgreflfed  decorum,  Sir^ 
'  ^  I  am  ready  to  make  the  reparation  due 
•♦  to  the  feelings  of  a  gendeman.'* 
:■  •  Ä*  Ne,  Vallancy,  I  fhall  not  accept  the 
f^  permiffion  to  iaüi&  on  oneof  usever* 
<<  lafting  remorfe.    My  courage,  at  leaft,  is 
^  not  fufpet\ed  i  and  I  warn  you,  no  pro-^ 
**  vocation  on  your  part   fhall  ever  make 
'^  me  attempt  the  life  of  one,  I  have  fo 
^  long  confidered  my  friend." 
.    Vallancy,  recoUeding  that  his  own  life 
had  been  preferved  by  the  perfon  he  had 

juft 
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jufl:  abufed,  ftood  abaflied;  confcious  of 
his  error,  but  not  noble  enough  to  avoW 
his  feelings« 

"  I  can  account,  however,  for  your  pö- 
•*  tulance/*  refumed  Altamont,  **  and  in 
**  part  foi^ive  the  caprices  of  a  lover.*' 

«  I  difclaim  the  title ! " 

**  *Tis  in  vain !  Nothing  but  paffion  could 
**  have  fo  perverted  your  judgment,  that  you 
**  (hould  not  difcover  you  were  yourfelf  ihÄ 
•*  real  objeÄ  of  Mifs  Rouvigny's  affe^on." 

"  My  dear  Altamont!'* 

*'  I  wifli  not  to  excite  your  prefumption, 
••  but  as  we  are  fo  foon  to  part,  I  repeat  Hat 
**  loves  you.'* 

"  What  ftrange  vagary  is  this?  Docs 
^  flie  not  treat  me  with  indi£Ference,  and 
**  caprice?** 

*'  Becaufe  üxe  diftrufts  your  (teadinels; 
**  flie  loves  you,  but  fees  your  faults  and 
**  has  too  muöh  fenfe  and  fpirit  to  fuffltf 
**  inclination  to  prevail  over  judgment/* 

"  And  I  like  her  all  the  better  for  it ; 
•*  but  ftül,  my  fapient  cafuift,  how  fhonid 
<«  you  fee  through  her  heart  ?  *' 

*«  Becaufe 
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Becaufe  I  had  an  intereft  in  your  happi-  ' 
w  nefs.  I  obferved  thac  her  eyes  alwayä 
•*  brightened  at  your  approach ;  and  that 
"  whoever  was  the  perfon  flie  addrefled, 
"  her  animation  was  increafed  by  your  pre- 
'*  fence." 

"  But  her  attentions  to  youifelf, — wa» 
"  that  mere  coquetry  ?  " 

**  Yes,  a  coquetry  the  mofl:  innoccnf. 
"  Confider  the  difparity  in  our  fituation; 
"  and  what  a  coscomb  muft  that  man  be, 
"  who  under  my  circiimftances  could  itn- 
"  pute  her  politenefs  to  interefled  motives. 
"  No,  Mifs  Rouvigny  efteemed  me  too 
"  much,  to  Aippofe  I  was  capable  of  fuch 
"  egregious  vanity.  As  a  laft  proof,  fince 
'*  this  morning  her  bchaviour  is  changed." 

'*  But  niay  not  that  be  from  the  delicacy 
"  ofafFeÖian?" 

*'  Vallancy,  you  arc  furely  in  love.  By 
*'  this  diSidence,  this  diftruft,  I  fee  you  are 
"  realiy  capable  of  the  paflion;  now  I 
«t-iheiiTtily  fbrgire  your  injuftice." 
ä-  •»•  FcH-givenefe  is  not  «toiigh,  Mtuaooti 
1^  you  muft  fordet  my  folly." 
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^^  I  know  not  that  I  ought  to  da  fo ;  yoor 
^^  heart  prompted  fome  bitter  things }  yoQ 
<^  intimated,  tbat  we  had  never  been  truly 
^  friends/' 

**  Forget  thofe  foolifli  words« 

**  You wiUjI  know,remember  longer  thail 
^'  I  (hall  refent  them ;  yet,  one  thing  I  mafty 
**  fay,  fhould  I  ever  be  thrown  on  adverfity 
^'  I  could  not  now,  without  meanneft,  find 
*•  anchorage  in  Vallancy/' 

*'  Well,  but  you  fhall  never  be  thrQivn 
"  on  adverfity." 

^*  I  could  never  difmifs  the  recoUedion^ 
**  that  you  remembered  our  inequality; 
•*  never  perfuade  myfelf  to  challenge  youf 
*•  fervicesj  never^  vrithout  incurring  my 
**  own  reproaches,  permit  you  to  tax  my 
**  gratitude  with  unrequited  Obligation.'^ 

On  rejoining  the  family  they  .foundy 
fitting  quietly  togetber,  Mrs.  Gladwin  and 
Mrs.  De  Lille,  who  had  been  but  impe^ 
fe£Uy  apprized  of  the  incidents  of  the  morfr 
ing,  and  was  mufing  on  her  hulband's  ab- 
fence  and  her  fon's  intended  departore. 

Adela 
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was  playing  to  Gonlelia»  who  ftood 

Hitt  fide  overlookiDg  the  miific»  when 

caquired,  if  Ihe  na»  reeovei«d 

her  kkBQiofitioiL    She  bluibed^  firomr 

amfciaiilbe&  diat  her  diforder  had'beefi 

by  tbe  niterdR:  (he^^k  in  hb 

Her  emotion  was  not  imobferved^ 

hope^  the  more  ddidoos  fbrbcidg  im-- 

and^refeäined»  ooce  more  ftok.  to 

lieart*    He  begaa  to  fiatter  hmifelf,  thak 

Im  heard  refpoGHog  Sir  Rederfe  in»  em» 

bat  however  this  migfat  be^  ndäier 

■ 

%  nor  delicacy  now  ferbade  the 
Irowil  of  bis  own  attachment. 
'"■  To  <me  who  has  long  pined  in  conceaU 
iMBty  the  privilege  of  difclöfure  is  com* 
ptratively  the  termination  of  bis  fufferings* 
Altamont  feemed  once  more  to  commmii« 
cate  with  Cordelia»  and,  by  a  fingle  glance, 
to  divine  alt  (he  would  have.faid.  The 
nnfic  fufpended  converfation^  and  was 
diis  evening  acceptable  even  to  Vallancy» 
who  now  hoped  to  defcry  in  Adek  ferne 
lOar]^  of  affe£Uon.    She  happened  to  play 

amarch» 
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a  marcb,  to  which  Haller  was  partial ;  when 
Altamont  rifing  from  the  fofa,  in  which 
he  had  been  indulging  fome  poetical  dream» 
of  bappinefs,  afked  if  (he  ftill  wifhed  to  finiflt 
the  manufcript  of  Cornelius«  Her  aflent 
was  fo  unequivocal,  that  he  ventured  to 
propofe  their  refuming  it,  on  the  monüW 
moming,  in  the  pavilion*  As  ihe  badno 
time  to  ftart  obje^lions,  and  tacitly  confinned 
the  engagement,  Altamont  had  now  fuffip 
dcnt  matter  fbr  fpeculation« 

On  this  important  morrow  too^  he  was  t» 
learn  from  Mrs.  Gladwin  all  the  myft^ria 
of  his  fortune ;  but  this  circumftance  at  die 
moment  efcaped  his  recolle^on;  he 
thought  onty  of  being  permitted  to  dedipate 
fortune»  fame,  bis  faculües,  his  feelingSi 
liis  hopes,  his  joys^  his  life^  and  all.  thst 
ennobles  life,  to  CordeUa. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

/^ORDELIA,  always  accuftomed  to  be 
puhöual,  a  habit  Ihe  derived  from  that 
inoral  fympathy,  which  is  ever  prompting  a 
äelicate  confideration  for  the  eafe  and  com- 
fbrt  of  others ;  was  this  morning  ready  long 
bdbre  the  hour  appointedfor  the  interview; 
but  feuing^  as  woman  is  naturally  bom  to 
fear»  ihe  might  feem  too  importunate  for 
the  promifed  pleafure,  Ihe  retnained  in  her 
bwn  room,  tili  wiihin  a  few  minutes  of 
the  dme ;  and  then,  defcending  to  the  gar- 
den,  glided  over  the  lawn  without  once 
glancing  towards  the  pavilion;  though  fome- 
times  ftoppJng  unconfcioufly,  with  the  per- 
fuafion  that  (he  heard  Altamont's  ftep,  fince 
üke  could  not  but  believe  he  had  been  long 
vratching  her  approach.  To  her  furprffe, 
however,  (he  received  no  fummons ;  fhe 
met  with  no  Interruption ;  flie  flowly  re- 

turned 
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sem  to  remind  them  of  th&  lapfed  en- 
^igement. 

"  If  time  could  but  return,"  cried  Alta- 
aoot ;  "  if  to-morrow  could  be  Uke  yeller- 

*  day—  'Tvas  all  a  dream.  My  rotnantic 
lliriend  invefted  mewitb  a  vifionary  good. 
l^.*Twas  an  ice  palace,  and  is  now  diflbived. 

*  My  1 500I.  a-year  is  completely  dUEpated ; 
Hjjet  I  repine  not  at  the  privation,  frnce  it 
^.»ererts  to  a  man,  in  f(»xieiefpeäs,  nearer 
ffi'to  my  heart  than  any  reladon  upoA 
|,xarth."  Cordelia  looked  her  furprife. 
*■'  Tlüs  is  no  time  for  explanation.  The 
«  moments  are  too  precious ;  perhaps  this 
•*  imay  be  my  lad  hour  öf  happinefe.*' 

"  Good  heavens !  what  mean  you  ?" 
-•*  Not  that  I  am  dying,"  returned  he, 
iitb  a  melanchoty  fmile.  "  I  may  long  con- 
f-fume  days  and  years,  and  yet  furvive 
yiife;  for  when  hopeis  gone,  the  heart  is 
ad  for  ever.;  yet,  Cordelia,  I  fliall  never 
mt  having  mifTed  wealth  or  fplen<^r. 
ere  is  but  one  man  I  Ihould  ever 
and  that  man,  whatever  bis  cares 
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•*  or  privalions,  in  a  defert  or  a  pril 
I  "  fhould  deem  the  happiefl  upon  earth." 
l  Cordelia anfwered  not,  buttherewasInE' 
Toice  a  tender  touching  foleninity  Iier  hean 
taught  her  to  interpret ;  yet  fbc  call  down 
her  cyes,  ftül  fluft-uatiiig  between  hope  and 
diftruft;  (IUI  dreading  to  hear,  what  Die 
moft  wiftied  to  believe. 

*'  If  fuch  a  being  exifl,"  cried  AltamoDt, 
•'  my  fate  is  indeed  decided ;  and  whether 
•*  I  remain  in  this  country  or  feek  another, 
"  I  muft  be  an  alien  from  hope  and  happf- 
'*  nefs  every  where." 

Cordelia  now  looked  up  with  unaffefted 
perplexity;  but  before  flie  couid  proceedto 
make  the  enquiry,  which  might  for  ever 
have  difpelied  from  his  mind  the  fufpicion 
of  SirFredcric,  thsy  were  interrupted  by 
De  Lille,  who,  bowing  ftifHy  to  Altamont, 
and  fmiling  farcaftically  on  his  daughter,  de- 
fired  her  to  look  in  che  ftüdy  for  his  pocket 
edition  of  Shakefpear ;  and  long  before 
fte  could  execute  this  coiiimiffion,  had 
drawn  her  companion  to  another  part  of  the 
gardeD, 
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^Bden».  evidently  eogag^d  in  a  coil?er&tk>n 
of  too  ferious  a  cafl:  to  Warrant  incniiion« 
h-IIft  18  proper  ta  ezplam  miiy  Akamont 
llBed  in  lii9  s^pointment;  He  bad  gamed 
tlpanlbn,  as  Cordelia  diviaed,  long  bcfore 
honr  of  meeting  ^  and  was  fiandiBg  at 
''catrance,  wben  he  ibimd  hia  arm 
i|H|j^iedby  Mr8.Gladwm,  who,  begging  a 
;itsm)te8  converisition»  ledhimdownthe 
IOC  walk  towarda  ike  viUäge^  ind 
entered  on  her  imcMhA*  ezptana- 
iShe was. never giftediilNiMrkf}  her 
ights  fpread  into  fo  many  nitnifications ; 
■kL  in  the  prefent  inftance,  fhe  was  fo  often 
fanpeded  by  fentiment,  that  they  reached  the 
nd  of  the  avenue»  before  ihe  came  to 
Winny's  ticket.  Then  leanmg  againfl:  the 
park  pales,  which  were  juft  oppofite  Co  the 
Girange,  ihe  propofed  flepping  out,  to  ade 
if  iter  old  friend  was  retumed.  Said  and 
le  with  her  was  the  Operation  of  the 
moment;  and  gready  was  (he  re- 
jaiced  to  obferve,  at  the  window,  the  objed 
Df  her  fearchy  who  eagerly  throwing.up  the 

fafli. 
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iafli,  befought  her  for  God's  fake  to  come 
in  for  two  moments. 
I  *'  Worthy  creature,"  cried  Celia,  as  Sht 
•  crofled  ihe  threflidd;  "  l  have  pledged ray 
**  felf,  my  dear  Aliamont,  that  you  fluU 
"  provide  for  Aleck." 

They  were  raet  at  the  door  by  Mrs.  Wini- 
Ired,  whofe  countenance  befpoke  not  joyi 
but  perturbation  and  fadnefs.  "  Ah!  i&s, 
**  dearMifsCelia.I  have fuch  a tale  for^ou!" 

**  You  may  fpeak  freely  before  Altamocti 
••*  Heknowsall.  Ihavetoldhimeverything." 

"  I  am  forry  for  it.  It  was  not  my  fault; 
••  HO,  nor  poor  Aleck's  neilher ;  he  meanl 
"  all  for  the  beft.  But  what  (hall  I  fay 
*'  to  this  good  Mr.  Altaniont.  Oh  !  dear 
"  Mifs  Celia,  you  will  never  forgive  me." 
Then  wringing  her  hands,  fhe  funk  back  in 
her  eafy  chairivbilfl  both  Altainont  and  Mrt. 
Gladwin  faid  every  thing  ihey  could  fuggeft 
to  give  her  encouragement.  At  length  tbqr 
learnt,  tbdt  ihe  had  ycfterday  attended  Aied: 
to  vifit  a  dyitig  man»  wbo  had  lodged  for  the 
laft  three  weeks  in  the  {dxta  houfe  on  Cor. 
delä's 
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^ilia's  iavome  hill ;  Ib  oetebrated  fer ,  the 
ilabrity  of  its    iituadon/ .  Mr.  Frampton 
ig  heard  of  Aleck»  who  was  fuppofed  to 
fome  occult  art  in  the  eure  of  difeafea« 
a  ftroBg  ddfire  to  iee  him«  Aleck 
introduced,  and  immediately  became 
interefted  in  bis  recorery. 
;  is  fo  mon^fying .  to  ä  geneföu» 
as  to  have  any  power 'attiibutiedto  it 
itdoes  not  poffefe    Aleck'i  heait 
he4  by  thb  appeal  to  Ya»  kindne&y 
fancy  inftantly  kindled  at  :tfae  füg- 
n,  and»  with  bis  accuftomed  fecility» 
^  began  to  fpeculate  on  the  poflibility  of 
«dminifteriDg  relief.    Might  not  the  malady 
eriginate  in  fome  difeafed  afie&ion  of  the 
foul ;  and  would  not  the  lungs  be  healed 
with  the  heart  ?  Fraught  with  this  idea,  he 
fepeatedhisrvifits  to  Mr.  Frampton,  thought 
r#f  him  inceflantly,  and  often  talked  of  hJm' 
ifß  Mrs.  Winifred,  who  delighted  to  find 
^Aat  he  had  at  length  an  objed  inteUigible 
^  'her  apprehenfion,    and  proud  to  co- 
TOL.  lU  F  operate 
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operate  in  fo  good  aworb,  repeatedly  fcnt, 
by  his  hands,  jeilies  and  conferves  to  ihe 
afiliiled  patient.  Mr.  Frampton  now  heard, 
in  his  turn,  of  Mrs.  Winifred,  and  nalu- 
rally  expreffed  a  defire  to  fee  her.  Aleek, 
who  accouoted  her  a  wonderous  Leach^  and 
^imply  believed  her  recipes  availed  beyond 
the  doöor's  Ikill,  preffed  her  to  accompany 
'  um  ;  and  to  obviate  her  only  objeöions  re- 
fpecÜßg  diftance,  procured  a  one-horfe  chaik 
from  Mr.  Quintin  for  her  accommodaticn. 
Gladly  did  Winny  alight  from  the  car- 
'  liage,  contemplatiiig,  with  maternal  com- 
placency,  her  benevoient  Aleck,  j  but  (he 
was  not  a  Utile  ihocked  to  learn  that  Mr. 
Trampton  v.'as  materially  worfe.  The  cu« 
rate,  Mi:.  Bland,  came  down  itairs  to  njeet 
her,  and  by  bim  Ihe  was  ulhered  into  the 
fick  Chamber.  The  firfl  objeft  ihe  bdieU 
.was  a  couch,  on  which  the  fick  man  vas 
reclining ;  befide  him  fat  a  perfon  writüig 
from  his  di£tation :  his  hoftefs  foltoTred 
Winifred,  making  many  apologies  für  ttw 
littered  apartment,. 

-'  Make 
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*'  Make  no  excufes,  tny  good  friend," 
faid  Winny ;  *'  we  muft  all  bear  with  on6  : 
•'  another/* 

.  At  the  found  of  her  voice  the  patierit> 
Piifing  his  head,  exclaimed,  ^^  It  k  my 
*  wife!"  and  Winny,  with  a  piercing  (hriek, 
fifcovered  her  hufband,  of  whofe  death 
Mrs.  Gladwin  had,  as  fhe  imagined,  re* 
ceived  deciiive  evidence.  The  recogüition 
wzs  inftantly  made ;  and  the  fuppofed 
Prampton  faid  he  fhould  die  in  pea^e  if  he 
tnght  but  obtain  her  forgivenefs.  "  And 
"  then,"  faid  Mrs.  Winifred,  **  he  looked 
"  fo  terribly,  and  fpoke  fo  pitifully,  that 
"  though  I  never  believed  I  fliould  ceafe  to 
"  hate  him,  I  could  not  help  being  forry  to 
"  fee  him  fufFer.  And  then  he  a(ked  me  if 
"  I  was  not  enriched  by  a  lottery  ticket ; 
'*  and  as  I  could  not  teil  a  lie,  I  anfwered 
"  nothing.  And  then  he  faid,  '  I  know 
"  it  IS  fo.'  And  he  defired  the  man  who 
"was  writing,  to  fliew  me  a  letter  he  had 
"  received  without  a  name,  which  gave  hini 
"  the  account.  And  then  he  faid,  '  You 
"  did  not  well  to  deceive  me  fo  lono^.     { 

o 
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*  fpeak  not  for  my  ovftt  fake,  but  yi 

•  i  have  a  nepliew  who  wouid  not  let  nie 

'  want  for  any  thing.'     And  juftthen  who 
'  Ihould  come  in  but  your  friend,   Mr. 

*  De  Lille,  who  lurned  up  thewhitesof 

*  his  eyes  at  feeing  me,  and  could  fcarcely 
'  believel  was  hisaHcZeVwj/^." 

**  His  uncle's   wife!"    exdaimed  Celia, 
'  thal  is  impoffiblei" 

"  But   indced,    for   all  that,  'ijs 
'  there's  ihe  parifli  regifler  to  prove  it, 
'  De  Lille's  father  was  my  huiband's 
'  brother." 

"  But  how  could  LoylebeDe  Lille?" 
'  "  Oh,  'twas  calied  Lcyle,  but  it  fhouU 
'  have  been  Lille,  and  ihat  he  changedto 

■  Lille ;  for  what  caufc,  he  knows  beil :    , 
'  but'  certain  it  is,  he  was  my  huiband's 

•  nephew ;  and  the  man  in  black,  who  was 
'  writing  fo  fad,  fliewed  me  the  copy  oi 

•  a  bond  he  had  given  him  long  ago,  to 

■  take  to  himfclf  all  the  property  he  either 

■  had,   or  Ihould   come   to  have,  in  the 

■  World  :  and  my  hulband  faid  he  was  glad 

»  Ihad  I 
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*  l  had  never  beevk  foundout,  för  that  theii 
?  that  deed  would  have  been  put  in  force 
^  againft  me/*  She  then  proceeded  to  re- 
Ikte»  that,  being  overpowered  with  the  dif- 
covery,  fhe  was  conveyed  to  an  adjoining 
apartment,  where  De  Lille  joined  her,  pro- 
läfting  his  concern,  and  declaring  he  was 
kK>t  aware  who  fhe  was.  Here  Celia  fhook 
ber  head,  with  flrong  indications  of  incre^ 
dulity. 

i^  Mfs.  Winifred  then  briefly  cönclüded  her 
öirrative :— The  furprife  occafioned  by  her 
prefence  appeared  to  have  brought  on  a 
riolent  paroxyfm,  in  which  the  patient 
breathed  his  laft.  She  was  again  removed 
to  another  room,  where  De  Lille  paid  her 
mofl:  affiduous  attention,  and  repeatedly 
affured  her  of  his  friendlhip ;  ofFered  to 
cAncur  in  any  fchenie  for  Aleck's  eflablifh- 
ment ;  and  finally  brought  her  honie,  at  a 
late  hour,  with  as  much  refpedt  as  if  fhe 
had  been  a  queen, 

"  But  now,''  cried  flie,  "  what  fhall  be 
^^  done  for  good  Mr.  Altamont  ?  for  you 

F  3  know 


f  V  know  die  law  fpares  noihing ;  and  1  Ihali 
■  only  have  niy  own  dower ;  for  Mr.  Bland, 
'  and  the  man  in  black,  both  laid  Mr.  De 
»'f  Lille  was  ray  hutband's  natural  heir}  and 
'  you  know  he  has  every  ponny  in  his  pot 
'  feffion." 

"  Surely,"  criedCelia,  "  Jafpar  De  liUe 
''  will  not  be  fo  bafe  as  to  take  advantage 
'  of  a  crooked  turn  in  the  law?  What! 
*'  can  you  believe  him  capable  of  cominil> 
*''ing  anaÖ  of  which  a  felon  might  be 
"  afhamedj — ofabufingtrufl:,andberraying 
"  confidence  ?" 

"  But  he  fays,  dear  Mlfs  Celia,  that  if 
"  he  fiiould  decline  the  propeny,  the  next 
"  heir  would  take  it ;  fo  there's  no  end  of 
"  vexation.  But  you  ihall  hear  what  be 
**  fays  himfelfj  for,  not  knowing  you  were 
**  at  his  houfe,  he  left  this  letter  for  you, 
'*  which  I  faw  hiiri  write  ^  and  indeed  it 
**  came  from  his  pen  as  if  it  had  been  be> 
*'  fore  indited," 

This  indited  letter  being  produced,  was 
given  to  Allamont,  who^  at  Hrs.  Gladwia's 
requeO;,  read  as  follows  : 

"  My 


**  My  dear  Madam, 
**  In  a  moment  df  extreme  agitation,  I- 
**  employ  my  pen  to  explain  to  yoti  the 
**  moft  painfal  occurrence  of  my  life.  I 
**  will  lay  op6n  my  heart,  and  throw  my- 
•*  felf  on  your  candour*  The  moft  ge- 
"  nerous  of  women  will  not  diftruft  the 


purity  öf  my  motives,  or  the  difintereft- 
"  ednefs  of  my  conduft.** 

(Here  Celia,  jumping  up,'  exclaimed,  **  I 
*•  told  you  fo  5  I  knew  he  would  be  noble 
**  and  difmterefted.") 

**  It  is  curious  to  refleö,  that  my  prefent 
f*  uneafinefs  arifes  from  a  fource  whence  it 
*^  could  be  leaft  fufpeded  j  that  it  is  pro- 
*^  duced  by  your  confidence ;  and  that  what 
**  was  at  firft  my^fupreme  triumph,  is  be- 
*'  come  the  inftrument  pf  my  moft  exquifite 
^*  tormcnt." 

(Here  Celia's  eyes  brightened  ;  Ahamont 
looked  down,  unable  to  difguife  his  difap- 
probation  of  fuch  fulfome  flattery.  Winny 
looked  up,  as  if  fhe  would  have  afked,  What 
is  all  this  to  the  purpofe  ?) 

JF  4  "  By 
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H  *<  By  what  fatality  have  you  been  influ-J 
"  enced,  by  what  niyfterious  iitfpiratioi^fl 
"  were  you  diredled  to  repofe  fuch  uqI^| 
"  niited  truft  in  the  perfon  you  fiiould  hav^| 
*'  been  moft  anxious  to  avoid  ?  That  I  häv^^f 
*'  not  volunlariiy  betraycd  your  truft,  SH 
"  now  my  only  happinefs  and  confolationL^B 

(''Ah,  how  elegantly  he  writes!  whilH 
"  magic  in  his  pen !"  murmured  Cell^H 
Nobody  coniradicted  her.  Winny  v)a|^| 
feized  wiih  a  fit  of  coughing,  which  forl^| 
fiiorc  time  fufpended  the  reading.)  ^ 

'*  It  is  neceflary  to  explain  to  you  ihe  cir- 
"  cumllance  which  occafioned  the  delufion 
"  under  which  we  have  both  acted  ;  a  cir- 
"  cuniftance  which  involved  the  moft  mo- 
*'  mentous  event  of  my  hfe — the  only  fe- 
"  cret  I  have  not  repofed  in  your  faithful 
"  fytnpathizing  bofom," 

(Ah!  fighed  fliej  ah!  thought  ihe,  his 
wife  is  not  a  woman  to  confide  in.) 

"  I  am  defcended  from  a  clergyman  of 

*'  the  name  of   Lüie,  which  cuftom  cor- 

"  rupted  t<s  Loyle.    Separated  from  my 

*'  family 
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^  family  in  early  life,  I  had  no  intarcourfe 
•*  with  any  branch  of  it  but  my  deceafed 
•■*.  uncle,  the  unworthy  hufband  of .  your 
*•  excellent  friend  Mrs.  Winifred,  Though 
^iunacquainted  wiih  his  blamelefs  wife,  I 
*?  was  aware  of  his  flagitious  conduft,  and 
*^  I  truft  it  was  from  no  improper  or  unbe- 
-^  Coming  pride,  that  I  wiflied  not  to  ac- 
**  knowledge  fb  difgraeeful  a  relatfon.  The 
f*  flight  change  in  my  own  name,  which 
*f  had  been  adopted  in  my  youth^  in  a  great 
*^  meafure  (hielded  me  from  expofure,  and 
I'hoped  to  pafs  through  life  without  even 
participating  in  his  reproach.  Yet  though 
tremblingly  alive  to  the  delicacy  of  repu- 
"  tation,  I  was  not  callous  to  the  claims  of 
"  humanity  ;  and  when  this  diflreifl  kinf- 
"  man,  feven  years  ago,  implored  my  aid 
"  to  fave  hini  from  the  horrors  of  a  jail,  I 
^*  did  not  withhold  affiftance  ;  but  having 
'^  fupplied  his  wants,  procured  him  a  fitua- 
^  tion  abroad,  to  which,  with  the  view  of 
*  efcaping  from  his  creditors,  he  went  un- 
^  der  a  fiöitious  name ;  and  by'thefe  means 

F  5  **  you 
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**  you  were  induced  to  credit  the  rumour  of 
"  his  death. 

**  It  was  during  this  interval  that  you  re- 
'  "  pofed  in  me  your  confidence,  and  tbat  I 
*i  became  entrufted  witli  the  propei-ty  to 
**  which  my  uncle  was  Icgally  entitled. 
•'  That  I  had  no  fufpicion  of  this  h€t  is,  how- 
*'  evCT,  not  extraordinary  ;  for  as,  with  tbat 
*'  (Kfcretion  for  which  you  are  fo  emiuentlf 
**  confptcuous,  you  difclofed  not  Mrs.  Wim- 
*'  fred's  firname,  it  was  impoffible  I  fhodd 
**  arrive^l  fuch  a  conclufion :  I  therefore  en- 
**  lered  iijto  negociationsfor  the  ellate,  which 
*'  appeared  fo  delirable  a  purchafe  ;  but  of 
*'  which,  owing  to  the  minority  of  one  of 
**  the  parties  concerned,  no  conveyance 
*'  has  been  formally  executed  in  Mr.  AI- 
*'  tamont's  fevour.  Whüft  rnaturing  your 
*'  fuggeftions  for  his  advantage,  withoul 
"  knowing  why  he  was  thus  fekfled,  I  re- 
*'  ceived  another  application  from  my  un- 
*'  fortunate  kinftnan,  who  had  returned  to 
"  England  with  a  broken  conftitution,  aad 
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••  was  again  purfued  by  a  mercilefs  credhor, 
"  whom  he  had  previoufly  foftened  with 
•*  promifes  of  payment«  In  this  extremity 
■*  he  threw  himfelf  on  my  charity ;  and  ybu 
•*  will  eafily  conceive  I  was  unable  to  re- 
^  fift  the  fupplication.  Sincerely  did  I  de- 
"  plore  the  circumftances  which  rendered 
••  bis  introduöion  to  my  own  family  im- 
"  pradticable ;  heartily  did  I  wifli  it  had 
^  been  poffible  to  fhelter  him  beneath  my 
•f  own  roof,  and  to  footh  the  complicated 
^  fuflferings  of  age  and  infirmity,  Pre- 
"  cluded  from  this  fatisfaöion,  I  procured 
^^  him  an  afylum  within  a  few  miles  of  my 
^*  own  houfe,  where,  to  efcape  the  impor- 
'*  tunity  of  his  creditors,  he  lived  in  the 
"  ftrideft  privacy,  known  only  by  the  name 
"  of  Frampton,  and  only  vifited  by  a  me- 
••  dical  attendant.  The  ftate  of  his  heähh 
^*  excited  moft  ferlous  alarm,  and  called 
•*  for  every  poffible  indulgence,  To  pro- 
•^  eure  farther  advice,  I  clandeftinely  ac- 
'*  companied  him  to  London,  where  the 
*  firft  phyfician  of  the  age  pronounced  his 

p  6  "  cafe 
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'  cafe  hopelefs.     Tbis  fentence  1  carefulU 
'  concealed,    but    redoubled    iiiy   form 
'  cares  and  attentions. 

**  II  was  at  this  period  that  he  comm 
'  nicated  to  pie  many  inttitftlng  pai 
'  lars  of  his  wife  Winifred,  of  whomi 

*  had  fo  long  loft  all  traccs,  that  he  fup- 
'  pofed  her  to  be  dead.     He  had  formerly 

*  been  inforraed,  by  all  imporlunate  credi- 
'  tor,  that  die  was  poffefled  of  confiderable 
'  property,  the  produce  of  a  prize  in  the  lol- 
'  tery.  He  now  received  an  anonymous 
■'  letler  to  jhis  purport,  from  fome  perfon 
■•  who  had  penetraied  his  fiditious  name, 

*  and  who  intlmated  that  this  money  had 
'  palTed  from  her  hands  to  thofe  of  a 
■'  ftranger. 

"  He  conftrued  this  paflage  into  an  inti- 
■'  maiion  of  her  death  ;  aöd,  to  do  him 
"  juftice,  exprefled  much  contrition  for  his 
"  former  tranfgreffions :  yer,  conceiving 
"  himfiiif  fomewhat  indebted  to  lay  kind- 
'^  nefs ;  conceiving  too,  that  he  and  his 
'*  heirs  were  at  lealt  as  fully  entitled  to  the 
8  '*  property 
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*  property  as  ftrangers,  he  caufed  a  bond; 
5  to  be  executed  in  my  favour,  by  which  I 

*  fhould,  at  any  titne,  be  enabled  to  feize 

*  on  the  efFefts  (whatever  they  might  bö) 
t  fo  long  fequeftered  from  his  üfe, 

*  *^  It  was  at  this  period  that,  for'the  firil 
•: :  time,  I  had  even  a  furmife  that  tha  per- 
-•:  fon  for  whom  I  had  aöed  as  a  truftee 
5*  was  Mrs,  Winifred.  I  refifted  the  fuf- 
F  picion  j  arid  on  my  return  to  Beachdale, 
?  anxious  to   efcape   the   predicament  in 

*  which  I  muft  be  placed  by  fuch  a  con- 

*  neftion,  I  made   no   new  refearches,  I 

*  ufed  no  means  of  enquiry.     I  am  per- 

*  fuaded  your  memory  will  fupply  a  thou- 

*  fand  inftances  in  which  1  have  fliunned 

*  the  fubjeft  I  might  have  fo  eafily  eluci- 
'  dated.    The  difcovery  which  has  at  length 

*  taken  place^  was  produced  by  means  in- 
^  dependent  of  my  agency,  and  appears  to 
^  have  been  folely  the  work  of  deftiny, 

*  My    unhappy    kinfman    was  *evidently 

I 

*  drawing  near  his.  end ;    yet,   with  that 
fanguine  fpirit  which  belongs  to  his  ma- 

"  lady, 


.    t. 
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"  lady,  ftill  cherlfhing  dreams  of  recover 
**  and  ftill  fighing  to  prolong  esiftence. 
**  He  had  heard  of  the  falubrious  air  of  the 
"  ndghbouring  downs.  I  removed  him 
*'  thither.  He  there  heard  alfo  of  an  estrs- 
**  ordinary  young  man,  wlio  was  fuppofed 
"  lo  poffefs  fome  occulc  power,  extending' 
*'  f.ir  beyond  the  liir.its  of  inedical  fcience. 
*',  Mr.  Satchell  wasintroduced  to  him,  and, 
*'  unfufpeöed  by  nie,  ioduced  Mrs.  Wi- 
"  nifred  to  vifit  the  dying  padent.  \Vha£ 
**  followed  was  inevitabk.  My  unfortu* 
*',nate  kinfman  is  now  at  reft.  In  the  bft 
"  moments  of  life,  he  at  once  experienced 
*'  the  pangs  of  remorfe  and  the  lendernefs 
**  of  confolation. 

"  I  now  come  to  the  moft  painfiil  pari    | 
"  of  my  taflt,  the  publicity  of  this  tranf-    I 
"  aöion^havlng  rendered  it  impoffible  that    i 
*•  I  fliould  continue  to  parlidpate  in  a  legal    | 
"  fraud.     As  hcir-at-Iaw,  I  am  to  perform 
"  the  rigid  duties  of  an  executor,  whicli 
*•  are,  I  conceive,  in  total  oppofiEion  to  the 
*'  intended  donation  to   Mr.  Altamont.  — 
"  Happily 
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*•  Happily  the  conveyances  have  not  been 
•■  executed  in  bis  name,  which  will  prevent 
••  fome  confufion:  bappily,  too,  your  in- 

*  comparable  prudence  has  withbeld  fröm 
^  him  thofe  expeftations  whicb  muft  now 
^  inevitably  terminate  in  difappointment/* 

:  Hitherto  Celia  had  liftened  with  fome  Ten- 
lltnents  of  complacency,  but  now  flie  fud- 
dienly  broke  forth  : — "  For  all  this,  if  he 
^  does  not  make  it  all  over,  he  is  the 
■*  verieft  wretch  on  earth!'*  She  then 
hatched  the  letter  from  Altamont,  adding, 
"  Elther  he  is  a  great  man,  or  a  great 
«  villain." 

"  Good  Mr.  Altamont,"  cried  Winny, 
^  happy  had  it  been  for  me  to  have  died 
^*  ere  it  had  come  to  this/' 

Here  Altamont,  touched  by  her  diflrefs,  ' 
befought  her  to  be  comforted ;  adding,  that 
be  fhould  heartily  rejoice  in  Mr,  De  Lille's 
acquifition. 

"  How  !*^  cried  Celia,  "  would  you  con- 
'**  nive  at  iniquity  and  injuftice  ?    Was  not 

•  this  money  obtained  throygh  the  bounty 

^  of 
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l  **  of  others  ?  was  it  not  defUned,  through 
•  ^'  your  medium,  to  diffufe  bleflings  to  man- 
|.«  kind?" 

I  "  My  dear  friend,  you  are  deceived  hj 
'  '*  tiie  ardour  of  your  afieclions.  Had  I 
'  "  fooner  known  in  what  mariner  this  pio- 
L  *'  perty  was  obtamed,  I  ffiould  have,  par- 
\  "  don  me,  voluntarily  declined  a  donation 
I  '*  fo  repugnant  to  the  nicer  feelings  of 
"  honour.  I  am  not  going  to  difcufs  the 
j  "  principle  of  abflrad  right :  I  readily  al- 
f  "  low  ihe  laws  are  unjuH:,  but  I  fcorn  to 
*=  cvade  them." 

"  Ah,  dcar  Mifs  Cclia,"  cried  Winny, 
*'  why  would  you  not  take  it  to  yourfelf? 
"  all  had  then  been  well.  Mr.  De  Lille 
*'  indeed  ofiers,  in  this  letter,  to  fettle  part 
"  ofitonyou;  and  hefaidfomething  about 
"  compromifing  maiters  (that  was  bis  word 
*'  with  Mr.  Akamont);  any  thing  to  avoid 
"  a  law  fuit." 

'■  Nothing/'rctiirnedAltamont,  "  (hould 

"  induce  mc  lo  litigate  with  Mr.  De  Lille; 

"  but  1  üioüld  feel  degraded  by  lilteiüng  to 

"  any 
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any  terms  of  compromife.  There  is  here 
no  difference,  no  arbitration  neceffary; 
JMie  judge  is  fufficient :  the  verdifl:  is  al- 
'jeady  given,  and  there  lies  no  other 
»ppeal.** 

**  Good,  excellent  young  man!'*  cried 
fnny ;  "  oH,  may  you  find  your  reward!** 
W  Noble  creature  I'Vreiterated  Celia,  for- 
ttiog  even  difeppointment  in  her  admi- 
i(m  of  his  magnanimity  j  *^  and  can  you 
fo  eafily  relinquifh  eafe,  pleafure,  intereft^ 
ipwilove?"  \i 

The  laft  word,,  probably,  recalied  forae 
nful  impreflionfe  to  the  mind  of  Aha- 
►nt ;  but  forcing  a  fmile,  he  was  about  to- 
wer  her  in  a  foothing  flrain,  when  he 
'ceived  De  Lille  iffuing  froni  the  park, 
I  unwilKng  to  confront  hini  at  fuch  an 
Lward  moment,  haftily  withdrew,  jufk  in 
e  to  efcape  the  renconter,  returning  by 
ircuitous  route  to  Vallancy  houfe. 
De  Lille  approached  the  Orange  with  no 
'iable  fcnfations.  At  the  moment  when 
was  felicitatlng  himfelf  on  the  fuccefs  of 

one 
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tme  (Iratagcm  he  was  bafßed  in  another;. 
Celia's  premature  difcovery,  by  thwarthlg 
his  views  of  coiicealment,  tiad  wounded 
the  ftronger  paJTlon  of  his  iittle  foul— Oih 
vanily  ;  and  he  came  wtth  a  determioauoD 
either  to  win  her  to  unbounded  fubmiffioB, 
or  to  provoke  her  to  open  enmity.  flc 
fcund  her  ftanding  in  front  of  the  door, 
Bolding  in  her  band  the  half-read  Ictter. 
"Winny  fat  moaning  in  her  eafy  chair,  and 
Aleck,  who  foUowed  his  fteps,  placed  him« 
fdf  on  3  low  ftool  in  an  oppofite  coraer. 
On  his  entrance  ihere  was  a  momeniary 
paufe,  Celia,  waving  her  band,  faid  *' Well, 
*'  Sir,  I  am  füre  you  will  do  all.that  honour 
"  requires  ?" 

"  I  truft,"  replied  he,  *'  I  fliall  doioy 
"  duty." 

"  The  firft  duty  is  to  fuifil  your  engage- 
"  ments  ?" 

■  He  began  to  recapitulate  the  fura  of  his 
letter,  which  Winny  faid  had  been  long 
fince  indiied.  She  liftened  with  downcaß 
eycs,  violently  ftruggling  with  her  angfy 
fenfi- 
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f«iations.  When  he  fpoke  of  Winny's  fuL-' 
GHing  her  intentions  in  favour  of  Aleck,  a 
Ganile  of  cohtempt  parted  her  Ups  ^  when  he 
iKuded  to  terms  of  compromife  with  Alta- 
nont,  her  cheeks  flufhed,  yet  fhe  controuled 
her  fpeech :  but  when  he  ventured  to  re« 
pfi$t  what  he  had  alfo  previoufly  intimated^ 
tbat  he  wifhed  fhe  alfo  (hould  receive  a  gra- 
Cttky»  fhe  raifed  her  eyes,  iind  vehemently 
Ksclaimed,  ^^  Jafpar  De  Lille,  my  foul  dif- 
f  dains  thee !  meafure  not  your  views  with 
f.  mine ;  oh,  man  of  little  faith  and  low  de- 
^  fires !  Know,  Altamont  alfo  contemns 
^  your  pretended  terms  of  compromife  j 
i*  keep  the  property  you  have  purloined 
^'  from  unfufpefting  confidence  and  vir- 
^*  tuous  integrity  ;  keep  your  money,  it  is 
^  not  för  US  —  we  barter  not  our  horiour:'* 
then  tearing  the  letter,  fhe  ftrewed  it  over 
he  floor,  adding,  "  Thus  be  our  friendfhip 
•^  fundered  for  ever.*'  De  Lille  attempted 
o  footh  her,  but  fhe  was  intraftable.  He 
hen  retorted  her  own  breach  of  faith,  in 
laving  accelerated  the  difcovery  without  his 

know- 


I 
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•knowledge  or  approbation.  Iinpatienr  of 
rebuke,  flie  retorted  with  acriniony,  obferv- 
ing,  if  he  was  fincere  in  his  profeflions,  hb 
might  adminiftcr  lo  the  property,  and  reftorf 
it  folely  to  Winny,  who  would  know  liow 
to  render  it  ufeful  to  focieiy. 

De  Lille  perceiving  tliis  was  the  critical 
Rioment,  and  ihat  fince  die  coiiid  not  be 
appeafed  fhe  muft  be  braved,  firedathtt 
ififinuation,  chafed  again,  and  made  tfae 
breach  eternal.  Yet,  on  quitüng  the  roontf 
he  liad  the  addrefs  to  take  Aleck  afide,  and 
to  aflUre  him,  that  had  he  acceded  to  Celia's 
propofal,  Mrs.  Winifred  would  be  acceflible 
to  other  claimants,  by  whom  fiie  muH 
eveniuaÜy  be  involved  in  a  ruinous  litiga- 
tion.      Thcn  repeaiing  his  ofFers  of  fervice, 

,  he  left  the  houfe,  happy  to  think  himfeif 
rid,  on  fo  fair  a  pretext,  of  one  who,  as  a 
friend,  niight  havc  made  fiich  claims  on  his 
generofity  as  he  was  litlle  dirpofed  to  aliow; 
and  who  was  too  notorioufly  eccenlric  lo 
have  any  power,  as  an-eRcmy,  to  injure  his 
reputation.  Yet  his  fatisfaft-ion  was  fai" 
firom 
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from  being  complete ;  and  fcarcely  could 
the  profpefl:  of  acquiring  fo  rauch  pröperty 
oonfole  hfin  for  the  publication  of  his  real 
pzme  and  connexions« 
.  His  father  and  uncle  were  the  two  eider 
foms  of  a  Welfli  curate,  who  ftruggled  hard 
tp  maintain  a  numerous  family.  The  former 
ivas  enabied,  by  the  partial  munificence  of 
%  maiden  aunt,  to  ob'tain  an  enfigncy;  his 
lirother,  repining  at  the  drudgery  of  an 
fttoruey's  ofEce,  entered  the  army  alfo,  but 
ilSider  very  different  aufpjces;  heenlifted: 
tnd,  to.  the  grief  of  his  father,  was  fent 
abroad  before  any  efforts  could  be  made 
for  procuring  his  difcharge.  The  father  of 
Jafpar  embarked  for  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
during  the  voyage,  captivatcd  a  young  por- 
tionlefs  lady,  who  was  going  out  under  the 
protection  of  his  coloneFs  lady.  A  clan- 
deftine  marriage  was  the  confequence ;  a 
reluftant  reconciliation  with  the  lady's 
friends  took  place.  The  young  man  was 
beginning  to  hope  for  fome  advancement  of 
fortune,  when  he  was  carried  oU  by  a  coup 

de 
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I  .iäefsUil,  juft  after  his  wife  had  broughtmtr   | 
I  the  World  a  fon,  who  was  caüed  Jafpar. 

Il  was  not  likely  that  fo  young  a  widoff 

'  fhould  long  pine  ■  in  weeds  ;  her  proteCirefe 

fuggeded  ihat  ihe  infam  boy  fliould  be  fent 

lo  England  to  the  father's  relaiions.      Tiie 

widow  refifted,  tili  flie  was  addrelTed  bya 

man  of  fortune,  and  then  conrented.    Jafpar 

was  conveyed  to  England,  remained  tbree 

!   years    in    Wales,     and    feemed     dellined 

'  to'pafs  his  life  in    humbie  obfcurity.    la 

(  the   meantime   the    younger  De  Lille  hid 

alfa  met  with  his  adventures,  and,  having 

obtained  his  difcharge,  was  finally  re-efta- 

blifhed  in  his  fathcr's  houfe.     He  became 

fondly  attached  to   his  nephew  j  and  dif- 

covcring  that  he  pofielTed  a  taJent  for  mufic, 

cultivated  it  with  fuch  care,  that,  before  he 

•was  fix  years  of  age,  he  was  diftinguiftied  by 

the  appellation  of  [he  Little  Minftreh  About 

this  tirae  His  uncle.  leamt  that  his  mother, 

who  fince  her  hufband's  death  had  fonned 

a  fpiendid  ellablifliraent,  was  returned  for 

her  health  to  England,  and  refided  at  a 

beau- 
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»eautiful  feat  in  Somerfetfliire.  Anxious 
or  the  welfiare  of  his  brother's  offspring, 
e  contrived  to  introduce  him  to  this  lady's 
UDpr;  prefented  him  as  a  prodigy  in  mufic: 
jvl  perceiving  fhe  was  captivated  with  his 
aill,  divulged  the  relationfiiip  between 
I9tn«  Volatile  as  fhe  was,  (he  could  not 
ttVrhoUy  infeniible  to  the  tender  pleadings 
inature^  and  (he  fondly  detained  the  boy  to 
&  brought  up  with  her-  two  other  children, 
wflking'on  him  the  fame  luxuries,  without 
Ae^ling  that  he  was  referved  for  a  far 
fferent  deftiny. 

ünder  her  aufpices,  Jafpar  acquired  ele- 
mce  and  fluency,  a  keen  relifli  for  plca- 
re,  an  exquifite  tadb  in  cunning,  and  above 
l,  an  inordinate  degree  of  vanity,  His 
lucation  was  injudicioufly  expenfive;  but 
s  mother  fiattered  herfelf  fhe  fhould  be 
Ae  to  provide  for  him  advantageoully  in 
:dia ;  and  fhe  inftilled  into  his  mind  the 
nie  agreeable  expeclations :  but  her  un- 
oked  for  death  deftroyed  thefe  firft  vifions 
'  youth.     Jafpar  was  left  dependent  on  the 

guardians 


guardbns  of  his  half-brothers,  whom  he 
.  fecretly  hated  'and  envied,  and  by  whom 
he  was  lu  lurii  fufpeäcd  and  comeraned: 
finally,  he  was  difmilTed  with  a'thoufaDd 
pounds,  and  an  enflgncy,  and  left  to  Ihü^ 
his  way  to  fortune.  He  was  now  almodw 
outcaft  on  fociety,  for  as  he  was  unwillingl» 
owned  by  his  mother's  connexions,  he  could 
fcarcely  bear  to  acknowledge  ihe  retnnants 
of  his  father's  houfe.  The  curate  had  long 
iince  paid  the  debt  of  nature;  fome  of  his 
defcendants  were  reduced  to  the  Iowefl  08- 
tion;  but  hisuncle  iheonly  beJng,  befidcshis 
inother,  who  had  ever  fhewn  him  affedion, 
iliil  claimed  a  recognItion,  which  was  viflded 
wlth  rcluctance. 

After  pafling  through  many  viciffitudes, 
this  man,  at  length,  became  an  irinerant 
player,  in  which  ütuation  he  neither  aiked 
nor  received  notice.  Jafpar  had  arabition, 
or  rather  ihat  vanity  which  afpires  to  ambi- 
tious  diftinÖion.  His  profeflion  giving  w 
fcope  tohispaflion,  he  took  a  trip  to  France, 
foftening  his  name  of  Lifle  into  De  Lille.  At 
Paris 
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Paris  he  engaged  the  affe£tions  of  a  l^irely 
girl,  viho  was  jufl:  withdrawn  from  the  cöip* 
vent,  and  deflined  by  her  father,  anEnglUh 
faaronet,f  for  the  fon  of  that  lady  in  whofe 
houfe  fhe  was  now  an  inmate.  To  efcape 
from  an  union  to  which  fhe  .had  conceived 
an  infuperable  averfion,  Mifs  Mordaunt 
liftened  to  De  Lille's  folicitation  for  a  private 
«narriage,  and  accompanied  him  to  England, 
vhere  Sie  was  entitled  to  receive  a  handfome 
legacy,  which  was  eventually  her  only  for- 
hxne. 

The  fether  incenfed  by  this  a^  of  difobe- 
dience,  and  fhocked  to  difcover  that  fhe  was 
united  to  a  man  of  low  family,  formally  re- 
nounced  his  daughter ;  and  that  he  might 
not  be  tempted  to  revoke  his  vows,  fixed 
his  refidence  on  the  Continent. 

The  De  Lilles  were  in  a  few  years  rc- 
duc6d  to  indigence ;  the  elegant  Jafpar  found 
it  neceffary  to  difpofe  of  his  commiffion, 
and  gratefuHy  accepted  that  ambiguous  fitu- 
ation  which  procured  his  final  eftablifliment 
with  Mrs,  Vallancy.     A  fl\ort  time  previous 
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I   to  his  tnarriage,  he  was  appalled  by  an  ip- 

l  plication  froni  his  uncle,  and  eageriy  pur- 

I  chafed  his  filence  and  difiniffion,  by  pro- 

I  curing  for  hira  an  appointment  in  ihe  Weft 

k  Indies.  During  his  abfence,  it  was  reported 

[  that  he  was  dead  ;  and  it  was  under  Jhis  per- 

r  fuafion,  that  CeÜa  confuked  De  Lille  on  the 

■means  of  purchafing  an  eftate  for  Altamont. 

The  retum  of  Lifle  to  England,    his  ill- 

heahb,    the  perfecution  of  his  creditor,  hii 

fupplications  to  his  profperous  nepfaew,  and 

I  thereliefheobtained,  all  happened  precifely 

B6  he  had  detailcd  in  his  lelter  to  Mrs.  Glad- 

win.      His  firft  flipulation  for  conceahnent 

was  prompted  by  vanily,  but  to  this  was 

foon  added   a  ftronger  motive  of  intereft 

He  had  originalJy  accepted  Celia's  confi- 

dcnce,  for  the  pleafure  of  exciting  her  en- 

thufiafm  and  receiving  her  adulation.     He 

had  paid  little  attention  to  her  ravings  of 

Altamont,  and  undertook  to  promote  her 

views,  purely  to  have  the  eciai  of  difinte- 

refled  generofity.     But  in  converfing  with 

his  uncle,  he  was  apprized  of  clrcumflanca 

wbich 
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rhich  foon  convinced  him,  that  this  defti- 
Dte  kinfman  was  the  hufband  of  Mrs.  Wini« 
i!ed.  His  Views  were  then  foon  extended. 
^atiity  was  almofl:  fupplanted  by  cupidity^ahd 
b'yft3ßs  folely  occupied  in  devifing  plans  fof 
Ifeuring  to  himfelf  the  money,  fo  ihvitingly 
bübed.  within  his  reach.  His  firfl:  impulfe 
igs  ta  divulge  the  tranfadlion  to  his  uncle ; 
M  6n  fecond  thoughts,  he  reflefted  that  he 
k^ht  not  be  benefited  by  fecuring  his  inde-* 
efttdence;  that  the  property  might  be  dif- 
Eifed  of  among  poorer  relations  ;  and  that 
t-this  Cafe  he  fhould  have  facrificed  his  own 
sputation  without  obtaining  a  recompenfe. 
a  this  dilemma  of  felfifhnefs  he  had  recourfe 
3  a  refined  and  elaborate  fyftem  of  artifice. 
le  affefted  to  feel  for  his  uncle  the  moft 
fieöionate  folicitude,  and  befought  him  to 
emain  on  that  fequeftered  fpot,  for  the  fa- 
ility  of  frequent  communication. 

The  eider  Lifle,  whofe  health  was.really 
i  a  perilous  ftate,  and  who  •  had  beea 
bäftened  by  adverfity,  was  not  infenfible  to 
indnefs,  and  readily  acquiefced  in  the  fug- 
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geftion.  Ashismalady  gained  ground,  D( 
Lille  thought  proper  to  convey  to  him  foms 
intitnations  of  his  wife's  clandeftine  wealih. 
Ad  anonymous  letter  wasfabricated  for  tbis 
purpofe«  which  being  received  in  London, 
and  at  the  time  he  was  ftaying  there  nith  his 
nephew  to  receivö  medica!  advice,  rendered 
him  anxious  to  retum  to  his  former  retreat. 
De  Lille  cen6rme(l  him  in  the  perfuafion 
that  his  wife  was  dead,  and  that  the  property 
had  paffed  into  other  hands.  He  lamenied 
I  .the  circumftances  which  rauft  render  any 
-perfonal  interference  on  his  part  hazardous 
to  his  perfonal  fecurity,  and  fuggefted  ifae 
expedient  of  a  bond  being  given  to  himfdf, 
whichj  ftiould  any  traces  of  ihe  eifeQsbe 
difcovered,  would  enabie  Lim  to  take  ide 
moft  rigorous  meafures  for  their  recovery. 
With  ihis  propofal  the  eider  Lille,  who 
could  have  no  fufpicion  of  his  latent  views, 
cordiaJly  acquiefced,  and  the  legal  inlho- 
ment  was  accordingly  put  into  De  Lille'' 
IwHeilio^. 


( 


'  On  the  patient's  return  to  the  Heath,  he 
grew  worfe ;  and  as  Celia  began  to  manifeft 
great  impatience,  De  Lille  determined  t» 
1)rmg  about  the  difcovery,by  means  fo  fimpfe 
dnd  apparentiy  fo  natural,  that  no  evidence 
'iiottld  be  adduced  of  hts  immediate  interfe- 
ttsnce»  The  removal  to  the  White  Hbufe, 
the  mention  of  Aleck,  and  the  final  inter- 
iriew,  all  followed  in  due  cöurfe ;  and  as 
Celia  had  always  withheld  from  him  Wini- 
fired's  fimame^  he  took  advantage  of  that 
circuniftance  to  difclaim  all  confcioufnefs  of 
the  relationfhip  between  them. 

In  withholding  the  eftate  from  Altamont, 
he  was  fheltered,  not  merely  by  the  privilege 
of  being  heir-at-law,  but  by  the  fpecious 
plea,  that  were  he  to  relinquifh  his  own 
rights,  he  could  not  annul  thofe  of  the  other 
relations.  He  was  aware,  that  he  might 
fafely  ofFer  a  compenfation  to  Altamont, 
whofe  high  fpirit  would  never  ftoop  to  incur 
pecuniary  obligations.  To  the  accufations 
of  fach  a  fantaftic  being  as  Celia,  he  attached 
little  importance,     She  had'certainly  been 
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jUcdTary  to  a  legal  fraud,  a  charge  whicli 
was  revoldng  to  tlie  public  ear.  Romaniic 
generofity  was  always  fcaiined  by  the  world 
with  fufpkjous  diftruft  ;  and  experience 
niight  lead  him  to  exped,  not  only  to  divert 
ceofure  froni  his  own  conduf);,  but  to  Bs  it 
on  the  very  perfon  who  had  been  duped  bf 
,tiis  artifice  and  duplicity. 
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CHAPTER  X.* 

1^  LILLE  had  at  firfl:  difTiked,  AltamonTy 
from  the  idea  that  he  was  an  impedi- 
I'  to  his  views  of  intereft ;  he  then  dif* 
)ied  him  from  the  confcioufnefs,  that  he 
himfelf  undeferving  of  confidence ;  and 
now  hated  him,  from  the  convidion 
he  was  one  whom  he  had  injured,  and 
1  whom  he  could  not  extort  efteem. 
ity  was  always  his  mafter-fpring  of  ac- 
;  and  this  reftlefs  paflion  now  fuggefted 
her  motive  for  augraenting  his  preju- 
to  Altamont.  He  had  not  been  blind 
ir  Frederic's  paflion  for  Cordelia ;  and 
e  appeared  to  him  in  many  refpefts  more 
rable,  as  a  fon-in-Iaw,  than  Vallancy, 
often  contemplated,  with  rapture,  the 
)ability  of  fo  fplendid  an  alliance. 
Ol  the  combination  of  thefe  circum- 
ces  he  was  greatly  difpleafed  tö  ob- 
e  the  lover-like  appearance  of  Alta- 
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lont  and  his  daughter,  whofe  circumfpec- 
■i&oa  had  hitherto  eluded  his  vigüance.  No 
Xooner,  therefore,  had  he  difmiffed  the  latter, 
ihan  he  haughtily  afked,  if  Altamont  par- 
ticipated  in  the  fentiineuts  of  his  friend, 
Mrs.  Gladwin  ?  Altamont  replied,  that  ex- 
cellent  as  fhe  was,  he  muft  difowa  many 
of  her  prejudices ;  and  then,  with  a  grace,  a 
candor,  a  franknefs,  which  it  was  fcarcely 
poflible  to  refift,  difclairaed  all  pretenfions 
to  the  property  in  queftion.  De  Lille  com- 
|ilimented  his  liberality;  but  not  doubting 
that  he  expefled  from  Cordelia  his  reward, 
was  more  than  ever  defirous  to  expel  front 
his  houfe  fo  dangerous  an  inmate.  Ua- 
luckily  too  for  Altamont,  he  happened  to 
exprefs  his  fatisfaäion,  that  Aleck  was»  , 
be  benefited  from  Winifred's  liberality. 
DeLille's  vanity  was  inftantly  ofiended, 
and  when  the  ingenuous  advocate  added, 
that  he  trufled,  her  intereil  in  the  property 
was  fecured  under  every  poffible  contitt- 
gency,  he  coolly  replied,  the  whole  would 
be  fubmitted  to  the  arbitration  of  Mr< 
Quictia 
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^üintfn  and  Sir  Frederic  Mowbray,  throngh 
whofe  medium  he  wiflied  to  offer  to  him 
fome  recompenfe  for  bis  difappointed  ex« 
fieäations.  Altamont  negatived  the  pro- 
pofal  with  fo  much  fpirit^  that  De  Lille's 
pAde  was  wounded ;  and^  in  fpite  of  himfelf, 
lie  enyied  and  efteemed,  where  he  hatedand 
contemned. 

During  this  Conference,  Mr.  Quintin 
baving  heard  the  flory  from  Aleck»  came 
purpofely  to  talk  of  it,  and  to  his  great  de- 
light,  found  his  news  had  not  been  fore- 
ftalled.  His  details  were  not  long, — büt 
bis  comments  were  moft  copious..  He  e^- 
patiated  with  delight  on  the  ignorance  of 
women  in  bufmefs,  and  their  incompetence 
to  any  tranfadtion  of  real  importance.  His 
dogmas  were  no  longer  controverted  by 
Adela;  and  he  had  no  other  Interruption, 
tfaan  that  of  feeing  his  auditcrs  one  by  one 
glide  away.  Mrs.  De  Lille,  agitated  by 
doubt  and  hope,  went  in  queft  of  her  huf- 
band. Gordelia,  overwhelmed  with  various 
feelings,  withdrew  to  her  Chamber.    Val- 
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kncy,  alfo,  having  loudly  inveighed  agsdnft 
De  Lille's  duplicity,  ruthed  out  to  depofit  his 
Indignation  with  his  injuredfriend.  Adela 
too  rofe,  and  Mr.  Quiiitin,  not  relÜhing 
a  lete-a-lete,  returned  to  tlie  Abbey. 

Vallancy  found  Altamont  reading  a  letter, 
wbich  appeared  to  have  deeply  affefled  him. 
He  put  it  into  his  friend's  hands,  fayiag, 
*'  My  mother  is  perhaps  by  this  time  ag^n 
"  a  widow,  in  a  land  of  llrangers."  The 
Jetter  was  written  by  a  friend  ;  and  announ- 
that  Mr.  Bruce  was  (o  ill,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  paralytic  feizui'e,  that  a  few 
}u)urs  might  probably  terminale  his  exift- 
ence.  In  addition  too  to  this  melancholy  ia« 
telligence,  it  containedan  intimation,  that, 
owing  to  the  negle^  of  fome  legal  forcDa? 
lities,  it  was  doubted  whether  Mrs.  Bruce 
might  not  forfeit  the  income,  which  h«r 
huiband  had  intended  to  be  a  provilionin 
her  fevour.. 

**  Tou  fee,   therefore,*'   faid  Ahamoiit, 

*(  how  much  my  prefenc^  is  required.     My 

M  motbsx  18  fo  iUrfitted  for  fuch  iUuggles, 

"th« 
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*'  tbat'even  with  my  affiftance,  flie  will  al- 
««  moft  fink  under  grief  and  care.  I  have 
.*•  thcrefore  not  one  moment  to  lofe,  and 
.*•  muft  inftantly  proceed  to  London." 

^^  I  will  accompany  you  thither^''  cried 
Tallancy,  touched  with  genuine  fympathy, 
adding  with  a  new  percepdbn  of  delicaqr? 
M  1  was  already  going }  and  but  for  you, 
^*  muft  hare  had  a  folitary  journey*'*  AU 
tamont  thanking  him  for  the  kindnefs,  begaa 
naking  the  neceflary  preparadons  for  bis 
departure,  whilft  Vallancy  ordqred  his  phas« 
ton  with  all  pofEble  expedkion. 

This  fecond  news  fpread  with  no  lefs 
rapidity  than  the  firft ;  and  when  Alta- 
mont,  fuUy  equipt  for  his  journey,  re- 
tumed  to  the  parlour,  with  the  fmgle  ex- 
ception  of  De  Lille,  he  found  the  whole 
family  affembled.  With  what  diflferent  feeU 
ings  did  he  now  approach  that  fofa,  on 
which  he  had  fo  lately  fat  indulging  every 
dear  romantic  vifion  of  hope  and  love.  Ab- 
forbed  in  the  idea  of  hismother's  fufFerings, 
he  entered  with  a  mild  compofed  afped,  and 
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paid  his  farewell  compliments  to  Mrs.  De 
Lille,  and  Mifs  Rouvigny,  with  dignity 
and  propriety.  Hitherto  his  eyes  had  not 
fought  Cordelia;  but  he  fuddenly  per- 
ceived  her  leaning  againll  the  window, 
in  a  diflant  corner  of  the  apartment.  He 
approached  with  a  ferene,  though  melan« 
choly,  fnüie,  whieh  feemed  to  atteft  his  re- 
fignation ;  but,  when  he  faw  her  pale  looks, 
and  touched  her  cold  trembling  band,  the 
artificial  fmile  vanilhed ;  the  beart  alaioH 
ibrced  a  tear ;  and,  with  a  glance  that  fpoke 
volumes,  be  faid,  in  a  low  voice,  "Cordelia !" 
then,  breaking  away,  he  foUowed  bisfriend 
to  the  carriage.  They  ftopt  but  far  two 
minutes  at  tbe  Grange,  to  apprize  Mrs. 
Gladwin  of  their  fudden  departure;  and 
then  proceeded  with  the  utmoft  expeditiMl 
to  London. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

T\TEVER,  fince  early  youthj  hadAlta- 
mont  and  Vallancy  been  fo  truly  cor- 
dial,  as  during  this  joumey«  •  The  recoUec- 
äon  of  their  recent  difference  ferved  only 
toendear  their  prefent  union«  It  imprefl^ 
Valbncymth  augmented  refped,  and  dä*- 
pöfed  Altamont  to  be  more  äffedionate,  hft 
he  fhould  feem  to  harbomr  any  remaining 
refentment.  Vallancy  poured  forth  invec- 
tiveö  againft  De  Lille,  demanding  of  Alta- 
mont, when  he  would  have  fuggefted  any 
thing  in  extenuation  of  his  conduä:,  if  he 
could  defend  his  duplicity  to  Mrs.  Gladwin? 

^*  Certainly  not.*' 

**  And  would  you  have  taken  advantage 
•*  of  the  moft  crooked  part  in  the  law,  to 
•*  fteal  a  fortune  to  which  you  had  no 
"  right  ? '[ 

«  Nay, 
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I       *•  Nay,  never   appeal  to  me,"  rejoined 

I  Altamontj  pained  to  hear  any  thingtothe 

f  prejudice  of  De  Lille,  vvhom  he  ftiil  wiöied 

f  to  refpeiSt  as  the  fachet  of  Cordelia  ;  "  let  us 

f  •*  rather  talk  of  my  mother." 

f       Vatlancy  remembered  her  affeÖionately; 

and,  though  checked  bythe  recoUeftion  of 

[  his  friend's  late  affertion,   that  fliould  he 

ever  be  thrown  on  adverfity,  he  could  no 

f  Jonger  find  anchorage  in  his  affeäion,  ven« 

f  tured  to  intimare,  that  he  Öiouid  in  future 

'  expe£t  to  be  admitted  to  a  friend's  meft 

honourable  privilgge. 

Ahamont  eafily  gucfiing  his  intenüons, 
replied,  that  he  was  jult  going  to  Ibtick, 
his  afliftance.  Vallancy's  eyesfparkled  wA 
pleafure. 

.  "  Yes,  I  muft  make  you  my  bondfaaa, 
*'  to  fulfil  the  engagements  I  had  ftirBied 
**  in  roy  -own  aiind  with  Mrs.  Wociviüe ; 
•'  for  I  have  been  romaotic  enougk  ib 
**  difpofe  of  part  of  my  vifionary  property 
**  before  it  came  into  my  poffeffion." 

«This 


',  *^  This  IS  the  kiadeft  thing  you  fever  faid 
•*  to  me.    What  fhül  1  give  her  ?** 

**  J  had  intended  to  remit  tp  her  for  the 
^  prefent  year  60  or  80L** 

*•  Pooh,  I  o^  WoodviUe  lool.  for 
^  having  negledied  Htn  j  here^s  a  50I.  bill» 
**  and  a  draft  on  my  banker  to  the  fame 
ff'  limpimt;  take  them  both,  and  hi  future 
"  fuäfer  me^  as  you  have  oSten  chiddea  my 
ff  idienefs,  to  purfue  the  profeffion  of  a 
K' banker  to  one  individual,  at  leaft/' 
Be  ftopt,  checked  by  the  gravky  of 
his  friend's  afpeft,  "  I»am  pleafed  with 
•*  this  importunity,  fince  it  is  fo  honourable 
^  to  your  feelingSf  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
*•  unwelcome  to  mine ;  but  you  know  my 
**  fentiments  on  this  fubjefl:,  and  theyare 
^  .immutable."  Then  fearmg  left  his 
friend  fhould  think  he  retained  any  latent 
^i^leafure,  he  forced  a  fmile,  and  begau 
talking  of  Mife  Rouvigny. 

^^  Unparalleled  coquette!'*  exclaimed 
Vallancy.   "  And  do  you  really  think  fhe 
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•*  is  well  affeöed   to  me  ?     Come,  come, 
r  •*  you  don't  believe  (he  loves  me." 
F      "  Fat  that  to  the  teft,    and  don't  tiifle 
"  with  happineFs." 

*'  Happinefs!  'tisfontficulous,— and  thls 
"  is  the  very  girl  I  had  determined  M 
«*  diflike." 

"  For  which  very  reafon  yoir  are  boußd 
•*  to  make  her,amp4e  reparation.'* 

*'  Why,  yes,  I  begin  to  thmk  there's  i 
*'  fatalily  in  it,  as  Mrs.  Gladwin  fays  ;  yrf 
I  •*  the  little  witch  is  not  beautifui,  — (he  is 
•*  folow  of  flature/* 

"  Soisthe  VenusdeMedicis." 

"  Then  her  vifage  is  fo  round." 

*'  Doubtlefs  you  have  never  feen  tief 
"  dimplea." 

"  She  certainly  is  not  half  fo  handfome 
"  as  Cordelia." 

To  this  remark  Altamont  made  ao  rc 
joinder.     Vallancy  refumed. 

"  Apropos, — 1  neveriold  youSir  Frede- 
*•  ric  has  at  length  obtained  a  difpenfation 
*'  fortakingafecond  wife.   He  received  the 


^ 
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•*  account  of  Lady  Mowbray's  death  yefter-  , 
^^  day,  and  for  that  reafon  was  not  of  our 
<*  party  in  the  evening«  It  is,  perhaps,  well 
**  for  me  ihe  did  not  fet  him  at  liberty 
♦*  fooner,  he  might  have  angied  for  Adela 
«V  inftead  of  Cordelia." 

Altamont  had,  two  hours  before,  belieyed 
he  could  renounce  hope;  love,  for  the 
moment,  yielding  to  the  imperious  didates 
4!^  nature ;  but  he  now  feit  an  unutterable 
pang,  which  convinced  him,  that  if  he 
iliould  refign  hope,  he  could  not  efcape 
fear ;  and  that  jealoufy,  at  leaft,  had  ftill 
accefs  to  his  bofom.  His  emotion  was  not 
perceived  by  his  companion  ;  who,  having 
retumed  to  the  fubjeft  of  Mifs  Rouvigny, 
after  all  his  afFefted  difparageraent,  becamc 
fluent  in  her  praife,  and  found  the  theme 
fo  copious,  that  it  was  not  half  exhaufted 
when  they  reached  London, 


t 


CHAPTER  Xn. 

TLTAPPY  to  efcape  from  the  rcftrain«  of 
uncongenial  fociety  (for  how  can  for- 
yow  fympathize  with  hope),  Altamont, 
leavJng  Vallancy  at  the  hotel,  proceeded 
immediately  with  the  offerlng  of  his  muiü- 
£ceDce  to  Mrs.  Woodvilte's  todging.  It 
was  ütuatedi  n  an  obfcure  court,  furrounded 
Ijke  a  prifon  by  other  buildings ;  and  it  was 
not  without  difficulty  that  he  afcertained 
which  was  her  penurious  habitation.  He 
entered  by  a  low  door,  and  having  afcended 
by  a  dirty  ftaircafe  to  the  fecond  äoor,  vai 
ußiered  into  a  fmall  roora  of  the  moft 
gloomy  afpeft :  its  clofe  unwholefome  a^- 
^ofphere  feemed  loaded  with  care,  and  oa, 
the  fmoky  walls  you  might  trace  the  dreari- 
nefs  of  defolation,  darkened  by  the  fliadows- 
cf  difappointment  j  ytt,  in  fpite  of  the  low 
ceiling. 
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ceiling  and  tattered  carpet,  the  three  or  four 
rufh-bottomed  chairs,  and  the  crazy  wainf- 
•cot  table,  it  exhibited  fome  indications  of 
tafte  and  refin^ment :  a  few  periihing  flowers 
lippeared  in  a  glafs  goblet  i  a  few  ihells  were 
arranged  on  the  mantlepiece,  and  fome 
]degantly  iketched  pattems  were  ftrewn  on 
the  floor» 

.  Mrs.  Woodville  was  fondly  hanging  over 
fjfße  fick  chil3^  and  ^deavouring  tQ  appeafe 
the  Glamour  of  the  other*  At  the  fight  of  a 
.^langer  £h^  ftarted,  aod  a  faint  colour 
tUlged  her  pale  cheeks  ;  but  her  eyes  bright^ 
ened  when  Altamont  announced  his  name ; 
iuid  fhe  eagerly  exclaimed,  yes,  (he  had 
pfcen  heard  her  huiband  fpeak  of  him. 
Gratified  by  this  proof  of  remembrance,  he 
^ow  enquired  when  (he  had  parted  from 
.Woodville,  and  when  fhe  hoped  to  hear  of 
Jiim«  She  fighed  deeply  at  thefe  enquiries, 
and  confeffed  fhe  fcarcely  hoped  to  hear  tiU 
he  fhould  be  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
*'  I  will,  then,  transfer  to  you,  Madam,  the 
^'  commifTion  I  am  charged  with,  and  whiclx 

«  has 
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r  ••  has  occafioneil  you  to  be  Eroubied  wiiS 
«  ihis  vifit." 

I       Mrs.  Woodville  tumed  pale  j  for  fhe  had 

I  )>een  fo  Icng  accuflomed  to  calamity,  that 

i  '&e  ^cied  in  ^vEry  objeä  tbe  harbinger  of 

[*v«. 

I       *'  I  hope,  Sir,"  faid  ihe,  and  flie  paufed 

L  and  tremblcd. 

I  '     "  A  friend  of  mine,  who  has  been  long 

I  «  indebted  to  Mr.  Woodville,  returns  yott 

I-**  this  in  part  of  paym*;nt." 

■-  A  weight  feenied  removed  from  her  heärt 
•  i—  her  refpiraiion  was  again  free,  Ihc 
begged  hitn  to  be  feated,  flew  to  reach 
hiiii  a  chair,  and  apologized  for  the  home» 
linefs  of  his  reeeption.  One  of  her  children 
had  been  dangeroufly  111,  and  üie  was  moft 
anxious  to  remove  to  the  ftjuntry  for  Ws 
recovery  :  this  flie  hoped  now  to  do.  Al- 
tamont  mftantly  prefented  to  her  the  pock* 
book,  a  benevolent  expreffion  beanung  in 
his  countenance. 

She   took   the    book    refpeftfully;   but 

feemed  loth  to  examine  its  contents^  onwilf- 

ingfc 
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ing,  perhaps,  tö*  difcover  the  precife  limi- 
tation  to  thofe  latent  hopes  which  once  more 
arofe  in  her  boibm«.  She  then  fpoke  of  her 
Woodville;  and  looking  as  if  there  was 
fbmething  flie  feared,  yet  longed  to  com- 
municate,  added,  ^^  Yes^  indeed,  Sir,  your 
^^  name  is  familiär  to  me;  we  (hall  ever 
^  have  occaiion  to  remember  it/' 

Altamont  exprefled  his  chagrin  at  his 
£iend's  eftrangeraent«  Mrs.  Woodville 
frankly  confeiTed  that  they  had  lately  known 
many  cares,  but  Ihe  trufled  the  worfl  was 
over.  ^*  But  why  fliould  I  not  teil  you  all  ? 
*^  my  hulband  was  lately  on  the  brink  of  a 

prifon,  when  fome  friend  of  yours — fome 

angel  in  the  form  of  man,  who  had  heard 
"  of  him  through  you,  paid  the  bill,  and 
^  fet  him  at  liberty/* 

Altamont  had  no  difficulty  in  attributing 
this  benevolence  to  Haller,  but  he  was  für- 
prized  to  find  he  had  remained  in  London  fo 
long  after  his  fuppofed  departure.  On  fur- 
ther  enquiry,  he  Jearnt  that  Woodville  had 
feen  him  on  the  very  day  when  he  was  com^ 

mitted 
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1  mitted  to  theFleet ;  and  ihat  he  had  nofooner 

I   aflced  his  name,  than  lie  enqoired  if  he  was 

I  Hot  acquainted  with  Ältamont.    He  had  then 

I  difmiffed  the  writ,  and  left  a  fmall  fum  für 

I    their  immediate  reüef.     On  the  fame  day 

f  Woodville  had  met  whh  an  old  acquaint- 

•  ance,  who  ofFered  him  the  choice  of  going 

i    to  the  Wefl  Indies.     Haller  had  changed 

I    their  defliny,  and  Mrsi  Woodville  gratehilly 

I    itnputed  every  thing  to  his  inßuence  j  yet 

1    fiie  feemed  confcious  that,  in  thus  frankly 

L  tffclofing  their  diftrefs,  ihe  had   offended' 

her  hufband's  fcrupulous  delicacy  ;  and  fhe 

confefled  (colouring   deeply)  he   had  not 

■wiJlied  thefe  pariiculars  fhould  be  commu- 

nicated  to  Ältamont';   not  that  he  was  un- 

thankfut,  but  he  was  always  fo  much  afraid' 

10  appear  intruding.    **  But  had  he  feen 

*'  you,"  flie  rejoined,  *'  I  am  füre  hfe  gta- 

"  tilude  could  not  have  been  fuppreffed.'*     , 

Ältamont,  wifhing  to  rdieve  her  enübStrS- 

raffment,  defcribed  Haller's  charaäer,  Mld* 

related  in  what  manner  he  had  beed  intro-' 

tluced  to  his  acquaintaoce.    At  the  name  of 

Beachdale, 
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Beachdde,  Mrs.  Woodville  fmiled ;  and  how 
fooa  was  her  iatisfa&ion  refleded  to  Alta«^ 
Bionty  when  he  learnc  that  the  place  to 
mYüch  (he  puipofed  ^ing  was  no  other  than 
Ihe  White  Houfe,  on  that  favourite  hill 
from  which  flie  might  defcry  the  manfion 
Chat  ^ontamed  Cordelia« 

Thei^  was  iaftantly  a  revulfion  in  his 
ftelings ;  he  was  again  bnly  fenfible  to  hope 
and  love  ;  and  whilft  Mrs.  Woodville,  now 
^elding  to  unreferved  franknefs,  medtioned 
het  having  be^n  lately  employed  in  drawing 
patterns,  an  occupation  which,  as  foon  as 
ihe  fhould  be  fuppli^d  with  orders,  (he  could 
purfue  with  equal  advantage  in  town  or 
country,  Altamont,  fcarcely  hearing  what 
fte  faid,  recolledted  that  (he  might  find  a 
benefaärefs  in  Cordelia — recolleaed  too 
tliat  he  could  not  have  wllhed  for  a  more 
happy  moment  to  addrefs  her.  Elated  with 
Chis  thought,  he  fuddenly  interrupted  her, 
to  defire  (he  would  convey  a  note  to  Mifs  De 
Lille,  to  introduce  her  to  Vallancy  Houfe ; 
and  in  the  fame  breath  extorted  a  promife, 

S  that 


that  flie  fhould  tranrnih  fome  account  of  her- 
felf  and  his  friends  immediately  oii  her  ar- 
rival.  At  this  moment  it  occurred  to  hiffli 
that  he  had  another  pretext  for  wriiing  w 
Cordelia*  having  in  his  precipitation  left 
behind  him  tbe  legend  of  Cornelius.  He 
was  chi?ered  by  this  refleftion,  mcrely  be- 
caufe  it  feemed  to  form  a  link  of  communi- 
catiou  bctween  ihera,  and  gladly  accepied 
pen  and  ink  for  h\&  frß  bJllet  to  Cordelia. 
Ile  was  now  roufed  froni  his  pieafiag  ab- 
1  flraäion  by  an  exclamaiion  from  Mrs. 
Woodville;  who  having,  atlengtb,  opened 
the  pocket-book,  was  rapturouily  coniem- 
plating  itR  Contents.  She  gazed  on  the  bills; 
lumed,  examined  them  ;  and  being  at  length 
fatisfied  that  it  was  no  illufion,  caught  her 
children  in  her  arms,  and,  to  m«ke  them 
partake  htr  joy,  laviflied  her  careiles.  Bat 
her  tranfporls  were  checked  by  the  lefleÜion 
that  her  Woodville  could  not  fliare  her  hap- 
pinefs.  She  grieved  that  he  had  not  been 
provided  with  more  comforls  for  his  voyage ; 
yet  flie  was  confoled  by  thinking,  that  flie 
cculd 
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cöuld  eafily  fend  outany  articles  he  wanted. 
Then  fhe  recolled:ed  his  debts»  and  flie 
longed  to  dedicate  the  whole  fum  to  dif- 
chaige  them ;  but,  looking  on  her  '  two 
fickly  childreDy  flie  believed  it  fent  by  heaven 
for  their  aid  and  prefervation.  She  had  a 
thoufaod  ufes  for  the  gift»  and  each  of  them 
yu^  (acred. 

Altamont,  ftrongly  reminded  of  his 
mother's  trials,  could  with  difficulty  reftrain 
his  tears ;  but  having  urged  his  requeft  to 
hear  öf  all  his  Beachdale  friends  when  Mrs» 
Woodville  fhould  be  fettled  in  her  new  ha- 
bitation,  and  committed  his  addrefs  to  the 
pocket-book  (precious  depofitory  of  her  new 
treafure),  he  took  his  leave,  and  retumed 
to  the  hotel  with  his  heart  lightened  of  half 
itscares. 

He  was  preparing  to  reward  Vallancy 
with  the  defcription  of  Mrs.  Woodville'^ 
raptures,  but  found,  to  his  furprize,  that  h^ 
was  leaving  London,  having  been  fummoned 
to  attend  his  grandfather  by  a  fpecial  mef- 
fenger,  who  had  iFoUowed  him  from  Beach* 
VOL.  II.  H  dale. 


dale.  "  I  muft  hurry  away,"  my  friend, 
"  and  have  only  lime  to  beg  you  lo  pre- 
*'  fem  ihis  irifling  token  of  remenibrance 
*'  to  your  mother  (putting  into  bis  band  a 
*'  large  gold  fnuff-box),  and  let  her  not 
*'  ceafe  to  remember  her  hare-brained  Val- 
*'  iancy.  As  brief  parting,  like  a  quick 
"  Operation,  is  ihe  beft,  we  inuft  now  fe- 
'*  parate  :  there  will  foon  be  tides  between 
*'  US ;  but  remember,  as  there  are  forae 
**  things  you  cannoc  forgive,  there  is  one 
••  being  I  can  never  forget.     Fareweil." 

With  thefe  words  he  Ihook  hands  with 
his  friend,  and  hurried  away,  leavio^  hiia 
furprized,  but  not  difpleafed,  at  bis  abrupt 
departure.  He  was,  indeed,  relieved  br 
his  abfence,  fmce  it  gave  hini  liberty  to  dw 
ditate  on  Cordelia.  Willing,  however,  not 
to  negle£t  his  friend's  mecnoriat  to  his  mo- 
ther, he  took  up  the  fnuff-liox,  but  foand 
it  faftehed  by  a  fecret  Tpring,  which  ref^cd 
his  efTorts  to  «pen.  Accident,  in  this  ca^ 
effe£ted  more  thart  exerüon,  Happen»^.» 
let  ihe  box  fall,  the  ^ring  was  toucbed  by 
the 


VALfttNORE.  147 

the  fliock^  he  faw  the  lid  open^  and  im- 
Vedia^ely  drew  out  an  elegant  gold  purfe, 
09  the  ribbon  appended  to  which  was  de- 
licttely  vrought  the  name  of  Sir  Frederic 
Mowbray«  This  name  was  of  all  others 
leaft  acceptable  to  Altamont ;  but  as  he  re» 
oolleded  to  have  feen  the  purfe  in  Mrs.  De 
Lille's  fingers,  he  had  not  a  doubt  that  i€ 
had  been  inclofed  in  the  box  by  fome  mif* 
take  of  Vallancy,  whofe  volatile  temper  ren« 
iered  him  perpetually  liable  to  commit  fuch 
blundersr  His  immediate  impulfe,  there- 
bre,  was  to  reftore  it  to  the  right  owner  j 
ind  inclofing  it  in  a  blank  paper,  properly 
direäed,  he  immediately  took  it  to  Mrs. 
Woodville^  whofe  wretched  lodging  wai 
QOt  far  from  the  hotel. 

In  this  fecond  brief  interview  he  reiterated 
bis  entreaties  that  fhe  "Avould  write ;  and 
(he»  imputing  all  this  folicitude  to  his  affec- 
tionate  intereft  for  her  Wood ville,  thanked 
bim  again  and  again ;  and,  happy  to  relieve 
her  gratefirf  heart,  by  performing  for  bim 

H  2  cven 


even  the  fmallefl  ferviccj  received  the  purfe. 
wilh  mingled  pride  and  joy,  promifmg  te 
guard  this  fecond  depofit  with  no  lefs  fide- 
licy  than  that  to  \rhich  {he  owed  fo  msaj 
blessags. 


.if   uh  ' 
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CHAPTER  ini. 

^OR  a  few  days  Beachdale  appeared  d^  • 
ferted.   Sir  Frederic  thought  proper.ta 

ilent  himfelf  fromVallancyHoufe,  and  fpent 
at  interval  in  London,  whilft  Mrs.  Gladwia 
tumed  to  her  friends  in  Cumberland.  De 
Ue  found  himfelf  in  an  aukward  predica- 
mt  in  providing  for  bis  deceafed  kinfman's 
^rment.  To  avoid  the  mortification  of 
aking  a  public  acknowledgment  of  their 
nfanguinity  at*  Beachdale,  he  caufed  bis 
mains  to  be  removcd  to  a  viliage  fifteen 
iles  diflant,  which  happened  to  be  the 
xt  parifh  to  the  lonely  houfe  in  which  he 
id  fo  long  reßded.  The  funeral  was  c(xi« 
ifted  with  all  pofHble  privacy  ;  but  now  a 
Äjnd  difficulty  might  have  occurred  with 
gard  to  mouming ;  happily,  however,  mofl: 
ippily  as  he  thought,  a  prince  of  the  blood 
id  juf):  paid  the  debt  of  nature,  and  almoft 

H  3  the 
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acquifition,  good  Mrs.  Winifred,  as  (hewA^ 
ftill  called,  confented  to  leave  Beachdale, 
to  which  ftie  haJ  concelved  a  fupernitious 
prtjudice  fince   her  hufband's  death,  and 

IchecrfuUy  accompanled  htm  lo  London; 
whci-e,  refuming  her  former  habits  of  aäi- 
vity,  fhe  officiated  as  his  houfekeeper 
feamftrefs,  hoarding  for  his  fake,  and 
(Jicaling  the  fruits  of  her  economy  to  his  " 
future  good  ;  yet  fliU  refervlng  a  poriion  for 
her  dear  Mils  Celra;  and  always  fpeculadng 
«m  fome  fecond  prize  which,  in  the  revolu- 
tions  of  fortune's  whecl,  (hould  turn  up  for 
Altatnont.  Aleck  was  the  ob]e£t  of  her 
icnderetl  care,  her  fondelt  hopes  ;  buC  her 
heart  was  peculiarlyformed  forgratitaderaDd 
affeftion,  and  fiie  deeply  regretted  that  her 
beloved  benefaftrefs' fcould  have  been  fo 
cruelly  di&ppointed  on  the  very  Tcrge  of . 
Conferring  benefits  and  enpymo«  on  Altt- 
mont,  whofe  merits  were  additionally  appt- 
rent  from  his  invariable  attention  to  ttie 
öbjeft  of  her  own  fond  partiality. 

The 
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The  defertion  of  fo  many  of  the  inba- 
bitants  of  Beachdale  threw  a  temporary 
glöom  over  the  fcene;  and  for  ten  days  Val- 
lancy  Houfe  had  fcarcely  any^  other  vifitor 
than  Mr.  Quinrin;  the  young  member  being 
ftill  detained,  much  againft  his  will^^  by  bis 
grandfather ;  and  the  wary  Sir  Frederic  ftill 
remaining,  for  the  fake  of  decotum,  in  Lon- 

• 

den.  On  his  retum  to  the  Abbey,  he  be- 
came  impatient  to  obferve  how  Cordelia  bore 
her  feparation  from  Altatnont.  At  the  firfl: 
glance,  flie  appeared  not  more  thoughtful 
than  Adela,  who  certainly  fighed  for  more 
Company ;  but  he  foon  difcovered  in  her 
mild,  uncomplaining  look,  a  quiet,  unre- 
pining  forrow,  a  placid  yet  fettled  dejec* 
tion.  öhe  affedted  not  to  decline  fociety ; 
Ihe  continued  to  liften  with  complacency, 
but  fpoke  with  reluftance  j  affenting  to  the 
opinions  of  her  companions  witbout  intereft, 
and  fmiling  at  their  fprightly  fallies  without 
gladnefs.  Sir  Frederic's  jealoufy  was  now 
envenomed  by  wounded  pride  and  vindic- 
tive  refentment;  and  to  undermine  tbis  abfent 

H  5  favourite 
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[  fevourite  in  her  efteem,  lo  firlke  at  the  very 

I  tttots  of  her  bigoCfed  attachment,   became 

*  älmoft  as  rauch  the  objeft  of  ambition  as  of 

f  tove,      Bul  whatever  hatred  he  might  nou- 

fifli   againfl:   Alianiont,    he   was    too    well 

'  ^rafllfeä  in  dupüciiy  lo  have  any  difEculiy 

I   ia  difguifing  his  fentimenisj    and    artfully 

1  contrived,    by  (ignificant    looks  and   half- 

[  brokcn  fentences,  to  infinuaie  his  regrets  for 

thepaft,  and  loimprefs  her  wiih  the  bclief, 

[  tliat  he  did  juHice  to  her  early  preceplor; 

f  out  he  was  once  indlfcreet  cnoUgh  to  fpe^k 

of  hiiii  wiih  compafTion. 

CordeUa's  cheeks  glowed  with  Indigna- 
tion, as  ihe  cooliy  replit-d,  that  *'  A  man 
"  of  talenis  ought  not  to  excite  pity,  but 
"  admiration." 

*'  Oh,  I  merely  mean  thaf  he  bas  no 
"  profeffion,  a  fituation  of  all  oihers  moft 
*'  perilous  to  a  young  man  of  quick  pans 
"  and  generous  feelings." 

"  He  is  üot  too  cid,  Sir,  to  acquire  that 
•*  dillinÖion. 

Sir 


Sir  Frederic  dropt  the  fubjefl;  with  the 
Onwelcome  convidion,  that  this  was  no 
ördinary  love,  no  evanefcent  impreffion  o£ 
youth,  but  an  ardent,  enthufiaftic  fentiment.  ^ 
•Yet  was  he  lefs  than  CTer  difpofed  to  re- 
aouoce  hope.  His  paffion  was  irritated  by 
C^pofirion ;  and  fornedmes  he  was  fo  much: 
provoked  to  find  how  little-  he  could  give 
her  pleafure,  that  he  almoft  wiihed  for  the- 
privilege  of  infli£ting  pauw 
.  >  The  return  of  Valiancy  reftored  gaiety 
knd  animation  to  Beachdale.  He,  at  SrCty  £0- 
far  refented  De  Lilfe^s  condufl:,  as  to  take 
up  his  quarters  at  the  Abbey ;  but  the  re- 
prefentadons  of  Sir  Frederic^  and  what  was 
more  the  fecret  infiuence  of  Adela^  induced 
him  to  forbear  noticing,  the  duplicity  of  De 
Lille ;  and  though  he  no  longer  made  YaU 
tancy  Houfe  his  home^  he  was.  almoft  its^ 
conftant  gueft. 

At  firft,  Adela,  who  had  been*  unufually^ 
Kerious  ever  fince  Altamont's  departure, 
and  whofe  gravity  fometimes  created  a  moft 
painful  fympathy  in  Cordelia,  appeared  not. 

H  6  to 


156  VALaiKORE. 

to  refinne  her  animation  ;  and  even  bicatne 
«lore  ferious  than  Ihe  had  been  in  his 
abfencc.  But  onc  d^y,  foUowing  Cordelia 
into  her  favourite  retreat,  (ihe  claflica! 
pavilion.)  fhe  exclaimed  wiih  all  her  natire 
gaiety,  "  Would  I  had  a  confelTor,  in  you, 

tfF  Cordelia." 
►  *'  I  fancy  your  tranrgrcilions  aro  of  no 
*t  very  ferious  nature ;  confcience  has  at 
"  leaß  no  power  over  your  fmiies." 
.  '*  No,  iiiy  dcar,  I  have  not  die  grace  lo 
Ä  feel  penitence.  I  have  finned  bccaure  I 
*'  was  a  wonian  ;  and  )  et  I  am  haii"  forry 
*'  to  have  played  falfe  to  you."  ■ 

"  Played  falle  to  nie,  that  is  impoflible! 
"  Whst  can  you  tnean  ?" 

. "  Why,  I  underftand  from  my  trufty 
*'  Cerberus,  Quintin,  that  Mrs.  Celia  Glad- 
*'  win,  that  neÖar  cup  of  confidence,  the 
"  chain  bearer  of  Cupid,  as  Vallancy  blj&, 
"  took  ic  into  her  head  I  was  Hghing  for 
•'  Aliamont;  now  I  do  really  and  veriij 
"  bclieve  you  were  of  the  fame  opimcm." 
*•  Nay> 
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'•  Nay,  now  I  am  fare  you  did,  by  that 
1^  blufh,  fo  don'c  be  honeft  by  halves.  You 
'•  rejilly  were  cheated  as  much  as  Celia," 
•'  **  If  I  had  not  perceived  your  ätten- 
!^  tions  to  him  I  müd  have  been  hood« 
!^  winked/' 

•i-  "  Hood-wihked  you  muft  have  been,  (ö 
f^'-  think  I  cared  for  him ;  do  you  tbink  I 
FV^ould  ftoop  to  conquer  ?  No,  the  excefs 
i^  of  my  attention  was  the  firft  fymptom  of 
^'  my  indiflference.** 

'.  ^*  I  perceive  you  do  indeed  want  a  con- 
^*  feffor,  Adela,  but  really  cannot  in  con- 
*•  fcience  give  you  abfolution/* 

**  And  will  you  cruelly  perfift  in  giving 
**  that  vile  name  of  coquetry  to  the  Ä>arm- 
**  ing  art  of  pleafing  ?  an  art,  Cordelia,  fo 
^*  fine,  fo  elegant,  Ib  liberal,  and,  above  all, 
^*  fo  natural ; — how  can  you  be  fo  cen* 
««  forious  ?'* 

t*  '*  But  fuppofö  you  ihould  have  endan- 
**  gered  his  tranquillity.*' 

**  It  is  perfeftly  impoflible :  he  is  too  dig- 
«*  aified  to  be  a  lover  j  as  Beatrice  fays,  he  is 

«  töo 
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**  too  fine  for  an  every  day-fuit,  and  fhould 
*•  only  be  worn  ou  Sundays.  Not  but  if 
"  one  was  perfeäly  at  leifure,  or  ffiut  up 
"  with  him  in  a  fnow  ftorm,  il  might  be 
"  worth  while  to  try  how  fer  fuch  a 
*'  fublitne  being  was  penetrable. — Apropos, 
**  Cordelia,  I  have  a  inoft  important  quef- 
*'  lion,  whether  it  is  more  flatteriog  10 
"  make  fuch  a  man  look  fiily,  or  a  gay, 
"  volatile,  airy  creature,  grave  ?  —  Or  fiiall 
*'  I  put  it  in  more  tearned  terms,  10  dif- 
**  folve  the  gold,  or  fix  the  quickßlver? 
•'  there's  a  problem  for  your  philofophy." 
"  That  problem  you  have  already  re* 
•*  folved,  by  expetimenting  on  AltamoBt 
**  and  Vallancy." 

"  There  again,  you  are  quite  mifchievous 
■*  this  morning, — What  has  a  quefticm  oS 
*•  philofophy  to  do  with  Vallancy?  Heayea 
"  knows,  there  is  üttle  in  him ;  he  is  all 
**  impulfe  and  caprice;  never  hasa.reafoa 
*'  to  aü.  on  i  tikes  or  dilTikes,  he  knows  not 
**  why,  and  cares  not  wherefore  ;  angry  ar 
**  pleafed  for  any  thtng  or  notHing,  juft  x 
fancy 
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^*  fancy  fways  him ;  and  for  his  talents, 
•*  though,  to  be  füre,  he  is  not  ftinted  by 
••  nature,  he  feems  to  ufe  them  as  the  old 
*•  Indians  did  their  gold,  merely  for  trinkets 
•*  and  baubles  to  play  with.  Oh,  he  has 
••  a  legion  of  faults,  it  would  require-  more 
**  arithmetic  than  I  am  miftrefsof  to  count 
•*  them." 

**  And  for  which  of  them  do  you  like 
•*  him  beft  ?'' 

**  Patience  forbid,  I  fhould  like  him  for 
••  any  of  them  j  why  I  have  been  ufing  my 
**  beft  endeavours  to  correft  the  creature ; 
•*  and  really,  Cordelia;  when  we  fet  up  for 
•*  fchool-miltrefles  to  men,  we  ftand  greatly 
**  in  need  of  that  moft  polite  and  amiable 
•*  of  arls,  which  you  feeni  to  include  with 
**  thofe  wicked  pomps  and  vanities  which  are 
•*  renounced  for  us  by  our  god-mothers.** 

**  Now,  I  know  you  are  fo  kind  a  raiftrefs, 
♦*  I  am  not  furprifed  to  find  you  fo  dutifui 
*•  a  difciple ;  for  you  häve  furely  leariu  all 
*•  the  fophifms  ofyour  Vallancy/* 

••  My 


i 


f  «  A/y  Vallancy !  mine !  Do  you  think  I 
l**  include  him  in  niy  pofleffions?  No,  no, 
r**  he  will  never  be  appropriated  ;  Iie  Im 
F  '*  always  one  foot  at  fca,  and  cne  on  Üiore.^, 
I  "  To  onc  tlilug  eouflant  ncver." 

I  *'  And  htre  he  is,  lo  thank  you  for  dfr 
[  •*  complimcnt." 

I       "  And  pray,  ladies,"  a{ked  Vallancy, "  IS 
t  ••  your  Conference  ended  ?" 
I       "  Ended,   indeed !    No,    Sir,"   retoned 
I  Adela,  "  it  is  not  even  begun  j   I  wonder 
'  "  you  (liould  think  of  fach  intrufion." 
"  Oh,  I  perceivc  thc  fcciet  is  Ükely  lo 
'•  be  bottled  up  as  long  as  the  poor  Diablc 
"  ßSiteax,  if  I  do  not  vigoroully  make  the 
'*  explofion." 

"  Mifchevious  man,  beware  how  yoa  in* 
*'  vade  our  fanftuary." 

"  Lady,  beware  how  you  profane  cur 
"  fanctuary.  The  truth  is,  Cordelfa,  flie 
*'  has  ufed  you  ill ;  .flie  has  lately  üftehed 
**  to  a  tale  (he  knew  long  ago,  and  kept 
'*  every  word  of  it  from  you." 

"  Cordelb, 
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^  "  Cordelia,  don*t  take  his  word.** 

"  Cordeliä«  take  the  evidence  of  your 
••  öwn  fenfes  j  don't  you  fee  how  like  we 
*^  are  to  two  refie£ting  mirrors,  or  two 
^*  harps  in  perfeft  unifon  ?  Every  thought 
^  of  mine  has  an  image  in  her  mind ;  aye, 
^  and  to  every  fentiment  of  hers,  my  heart 
••  •  retums  an  echo.  So  perfeft  is  the  fympa- 
"  thy,  I  am  only  afnud  that  fome  day  or 
'*'  other  (Heaven  avert  it  long !)  we  (hall, 
^*  like  good  old  Baucis  and  Philemon, 
*•  Ihoot  into  the  earth,  and  become  two 
••  tender   Acacias,   piping   ta  the    winds 

together." 

No,  you  will  never  be  ftationary,  Val- 

lancy,  you  could*  äs  eafily  be  filent/' 
There  again,  how  admirably  we  har- 

monize  ;  for  like  two  partitioning  fove- 
•*  reigns,  we  divide  the  realms  of  fpeech 
**  between  us." 

*'  Ufurping  to  himfelf  noün,  pronoun, 
**  verb,  participle ;  and  leaving  to  me  nat» 
•*  thing  but  a  poor,  melancholy,  mq- 
"  notoaous  interjeäion!'* 

«'I  proteft* 
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*'  I  proteft  /he  ftote  ihat  thought  froin 
**  lue,  yelleiday ;  I  do  tnovc,  thal  whoever 
"  fieals  another's  ideas  (liall,  At  leafl,  not 
*'  prefume  to  mould  them  into  a  better 
"  ftiape." 

'*  Sa  this  friend  of  freedom  would  ex- 
I'  ••  tend  his  authority  to  the  government  of 
'  the  tongue ;  dear  Utile  franchife !  never 
*'  (hall  it  part  from  its  charlered  privi- 
'  leges!" 
"  Yet  is  it  never  heard,  bul  it  might  be 
•'  conviöed  of  briberyt  to  fay  nothing  of 
"  corruption.  Alk  her,  Cordelia,  wliich  of 
"  my  faults  Jhe  beft  likes.** 

"  I  hare  already  put  this  quellioD,  and 
'  ihe  declines  an  anfwer/* 
•'  I,  will  be  more  liberal  in  my  concef- 

*  fions* — I  love  her  for  "her  werft  faulisj 

*  her  inconftancy,  her  caprice,  and  evei 

*  her  coquetry.  Stamp  but  her  imprdEon 
*■  on  the  coin,  and  I  accept  i(  as  ifterling  i 
'  and  yet  fiie  ufed  Altamont  lU ;  he 
'  muft  be  of  an  aßejiine  temperament  t» 

"  refift 


VALSINORE.  163 

«*  refift  the  impreffion.     Had  I  beeti  fo 
«*  flattered,  fo  noticed-^" 

"  You  would  have  cared  for  me  no 
**  more  than  for  Celia  Gladwin;  re« 
•'  member  your  prejudices,  your  per- 
**  verfenefs,  your  inconßßency^  and  be 
**  filent.  Your  tyrannical  fex,  by  your 
"  prohibiiions  and  reftri£tions,  compel 
<«  US  to  concealment,  and  then  perfecute 
**  US  for  duplicity/' 

**  Why,  yes,  Nature  has  made  women  to 
*'  revolve  in  a  fphere  of  oBliquity.'* 

•*  Not  one  word  againfl  women ;  Cor- 
**  delia  has  put  into  her  common-place 
•'  book,  a  fentence  from  an  anonymous 
author  againfl:  you:  *  Women  are  the 
only  beings  who  have  not  been  degraded 
by  flavery.  In  bondage,  they  are  not 
fordid ;  under  perfecution,  they  are  ftill 
generous;  they  preferve  their  faith  to  the 
faithlefs ;  they  employ  kindnefs  to  foften 
**  the  cruel ;  in  fufFering,  they  lofe  not  be- 
*^  nevolencej  in  the  mofl:  affli£live  trials, 

**  they 
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j»  ihey  poffcfs  magnaninuty  ;  thcir  love  of 
;*•  glory  is  foundfd  on  fympathy  ;  excluded 
•P  from  power,  privilege,  and  diftiaftion, 
l"*  they  have  enthufiafni  for  every  great 
/«  defign,  for  every  fplendid  achievment; 

■  i*  their  affeftions  are  purified  from  felfifii- 

■  J*  nefs ;  ihey  rejoice  ia  diff  ußng  joy,  and 
Ä**  are  gratefui  for  bköings  in  wbich  they 
1^  '*  are  not  allowed  to  particjpate.'  " 

"  Upon  my  word,  ihey  mufl  be  falten 
"  angels  to  exift  in  fuch  purgatory." 
■•       "  Viper-tongued  wretch  1" 

"  Hufh !   foftly,   and    I  will    for  ori«, 
**  though  a  lover,  confefs  ihe  truih :  wo- 
"  man  is  here  an  allen,  a  wanderer  from 
**  fome  brighter  fphere ;    flie  ftill  retains 
**  the  impreflions  of  a  purer  nature ;  fiie 
"  has  idioms  of  iruth  and  goodnefs,  which 
•*  belong  to  a  beiter  order  of  beings ;  hei 
•*  virtues  are  Hke  a  few  precious  pages  c 
*•  fome  divine  work,  redeemed  from  He. 
*'  culaneurUf  of  which  the  original  is  lo 
*'  The  felicity  to  which  fhe  would  lead  ' 
*'  ^  has  brought  us  with  her  from  ^  pu 
"  wer 
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*^  World;  it  is  a  foft,  delicious  (train;  a 
**  few  defultory,  delightful  notes,  belonging 
**  to  a  melpdy  not  learned  on  earth ;  for 
**  womaQ  is  the  mock^bird  of  Paradife." 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

'l'HE  mutual  attachment  of  Adela  and 
-Vaüancy  was  not  immediately  difco- 
vcred  to  Mrs.  De  Lille,  whofe  extreme  fo- 
licüude  for  this  favoarite  objefl,  naturally 
occafioned  a  diffidence  of  iis  accomplifii- 
Dient.  The  anxiety  fhc  flill  betrayed  was 
frequenily  a  fource  of  amufemcnt  to  her 
mifchievous  fon,  in  whom  even  love  did 
not  always  fupply  the  place  of  raillery.  In 
the  mean  while,  he  was  furprized  at  Alta- 
mont's  filence ;  at  another  time  he  might 
have  been  uneafy,  but  now  he  was  fo  agree- 
ably  occupied,  that  he  had  not  leifure  lo 
rcfleft  on  the  circumftance. 

One  evening,  on  retuming  to  the  Abbey, 
from  which  he  had  been  abfent  the  whole 
day,  in  a  pleafant  excurfion  with  the  ladies, 
he  was  furprized  by  Sir  Frederic  puliing 
into  his  hand  a  biil  of  exchange  on  a 
Paris 
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Paris  banker,  which  had  been  concealed  in 
the  goid  purfe  returned  by  Altamont« 
This  purfe  he  had  (lolen  from  his  mother 
in  a  playful.  mood,  intending  to  reftore  ic 
in  due  lime  to  the  right  owner.  He  forgot 
to  execute  thefe  righteous  intentions,  and 
'the  purfe  remained  in  his  pocket-book  tili  he 
acconipanied  Altamont  to  London,  when  he 
flipped  into  it  the  bill  he  had  juft  procured 
for  his  friend's  ufe^  and  introducing  both 
into  the  fnuff*box,  was  perfuaded  he  had 
found  an  infallible  expedient  for  forcing  bis 
gratuity  on  his  friend's  acceptance. 

That  Altamont  fhould  have  been  either 

ihocked  or  offended  by  the  difcovery  of 

Sir  Frederic's  name  had  never  entered  into 

liis   calculation ;    and    he    was    therefore 

«qually  furprized   and  mortified   to   have 

liis   free-will    ofFering    fo    contemptuoufly 

vejeded.       Sir   Frederic   had  a  malicious 

;  £itisfadion    in  obferving    the  difpleafure^ 

r  ^v^hich  was  but  too  vifible  in  his  counte« 

^-  4iance  ;  he  had   this  day  •  received  a  vifit 

:*t)m  Mrs.  Woodville,  who,  two  days  afteir 

'  "^  her 
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her  interview  mih  Altamont,  received  afl 
invitation  from  a  perfon  whofe  children  had 
been  formerly  inflruäed  by  her  huflnnd, 
to  fpend  a  few  weeks  at  a  village  ahout 
fifteen  miles  diftant  from  Beachdale.  TIA 
alteration  in  her  plans  did  not  prevent  her 
executing  Altaniont's  conuniffiony  and  fhe 
had  thankfully  accepted  the  acconlmod^ 
tion  of  a  one-horfe  chaife>  to  convey  herto 
St.  Quintin's.Abbey,  where  learning  from 
Sir  Frederic  that  Mifs  De  Lille  was  from 
home,  fhe  Airrendered  her  letter  to  his  care ; 
naturally  imagining  it  was  fafer  with  him . 
than  with  the  fervants  of  Vallancy  Houie. 

Sir  Frederic,  whofe  curiofity  had  been 
flrongly  excited  by  her  appearance»  em- 
ployed  all  bis  addrefs  to  difcover  her  fitua- 
tion;  and,  under-the  pretence  of  having  fome 
communic^^tion  to  make  on  the  fubjeäof 
their  mutual  friend,  Mn  Altamont,  i^ 
quefted  her  permiffion  to  call  on  her 
during  her  vifit  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Mrs.Woodviile  was  embarräfled  by  atteo- 

tions,  fhe  attributed  to   his  ignorance  ä 

her 
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her  humble  ftation»  and  without  relatmg 
her  hiftory,  communicated  enough  to  make . 
faim  fenfible  of  her  indigence.  His  atten- 
dons  were  now  redoubled,  and  fbe  at  length 
.left  him»  penetrated  mih  gratitude  for  that 
refped,  which».  to  the  unfortunate,  always 
feems  fraught  with  fympathy.  He  eafily 
guefled  that  the  iight  of  the  draft  would 
ezdte  irritable  feelings  in  the  impetuous  VaU 
lancy ;  nor  was  he  difappointed  in  his  expedb* 
ation;  he  inftantly  pronounced  a  phiüppic  <m 
petulance  and  pride,  and  finally  begged  no» 
thing  more  might  be  faid  on  the  fubjed. 
Sir  Frederic  eafily  acquiefced  in  the  charge 
of  fecrefy,  and  then  confidered  in  what 
xrtanner  to'difpofe  of  the  Jetter  fo  unex- 
pededly  put  into  his  pofieffion«  Though 
hacknied  in  duplicity^  he  (lill  revolted 
iron^  violating  the  feal  committed  to  hb 
tr»ft,  and  long  held  the  billet  in  his  hand 
with  a  wavering  pui*pofe ;  at  length  the 
wax  was  bent,  the  laß:  poft  of  honour  für- 
rendered.  Poorly,  however,  was  this 
voi-.iu  I  treachery 


1 70  VALSINORE. 

treachery  repaid,  for  the  billet  contained 
only  the  foUowing  lines : 

<^  I  feel  I  (hall  not  need  to  apologize  to 
**  Cordelia  for  introducing  to  her  Mrs* 
<<  Woodville,  the  wife  of  one  of  my  earfieft 
^^  and  mofl  valued  friends.  To  fay  iheis 
^^  unfortunate  is,  I  well  know^  giving  her 
'^  the  ftrongeft  claim  on  your  kindnefs; 
*^  fhe  is  going  to  fpend  fome  time  in  the 
^  neighbourhood  of  Beachdale,  ai^td  in  my 
^^  mind's  eye  I  (hall  follow  her  to  that 
<<  deareft  fpot  on  earth.  She  has  promifed 
**  to  write  to  me  from  thence,  and  may 
^'  perhaps  encourage  me  to  hope  that  the 
**  unwilling  exile  is  not  whoUy  forgotten. 
**  Remember  there  is  but  one  thing  that 
*^  can  render  him  an  alien  to  bis  country 
and  yours.  H.  A. — f  I  forgot  to  teil  yflti 
the  manufcript  of  Cornelius  is  left  ia 
the  private  drawer  of  the  bureau  in  my 
*'  apart ment;  it  is  committed  to  your  care; 
^^  you  will  find  in  it  a  folution  of  bis  mjU 
**  terious  benevolence." 


Sir 


cc 
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'  Sir  Frederic  read  this  letter  tili  every 
Word  was  ftampt  on  his  remembrance.  At 
firft  he  deteded  in  it  little  to  inflame  his 
jealoufy  ;  it  was  obvious  that  the  writer  was 
deither  fanguine  nor  prefumptüods.  But, 
cfti  a  re-perufal,  he  was  irritated  hj  the  in- 
fikuation  of  that  only  circumftance  which 
jihigfat  render  him  an  allen  to  his  country  ; 
te  blefled  the  chance  which  prevented 
MrSrWoodville  frotn  attaining  an  inter» 
new  with  Cordelia;  he  found  his  own 
ioquietude  augmented,  and  determined  to 
double  bis  former  vigilance  and  circum- 
^£Uon.  Yet  he  feit  degraded  in  his  own 
eyes  by  the  total  dereliftion  of  honour ;  he 
did  not  even  venture  tp  pay  his  accuftomed 
vifit  to  Vallancy  Houfe  in  the  moming,— ^ 
he  deferred  it  tili  the  evening,  and  then 
entered  under  the  protedion  of  twilight* 
Mifs  Rouvigny '  rallied  him  on  his  Yelifh 
for  obfcurity  ^  büt  as  Cordelia  enquired  for 
his  health  with  more  than  ufual  intereft,  he 
was  fatisfied.  Allhisfcruples  werefilenced; 
ill  his  regrets  difmifled;  the  momentary 

I  2  com« 


ttompunftion   ferved    only  to   increafe  bis 
'toalred  to  Altamont. 

Among  all  the  changes  incident  to  hu- 
man deftiny,  ihere  is  nothing  fo  melancbolf 
as  the  mutabiillty  of  the  affeiftions.  The 
moft  trivial  accident,  a  word  mifapplied,  a 
look  mifconflrued,  an  omiOion  the  heart 
difclaimed,  (hall  oflen  interpofe  between 
ardent  friends,  and  funder  what  had  feemed 
to  be  a  rivetted  attachment.  VaUancy  was 
.  offcnded  by  the  fuppofed  repulfe  of  kind- 
sefs ;  and  wlicn  he  reccived  a  few  fliorC 
lines  from  Altamont,  roerely  ajinounclng 
his  arrival,  and  ihat  Mr.  Bruce  was  ftlll 
Üving,  he  was  more  oiFended  (lill.  Not 
one  word  of  ackoowledgement  or  explana- 
tionj  his  impattent  fpirit  could  ül  brook 
difdaini  and  he  detennioed  to  bemoo 
hafte  to  fend  an  anfwer  to  fo  Uconic  an 
epiftle.  He  perievered  in  Um  refoluttoa 
fo  long,  tbat  he  raiiTed  the  opportui^y  of 
fendmg  a  reply  to  Geneva* 

Mr.  Bruce,  was  fufficientl^  recoTeredto 

xemove,  and  attended  by  his  wtfeand AlV- 

6  .  jaoot» 
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mont,  proceeded  to  the  German  Spa.  Väl- 
lancy  leamt  this  intelligence  from  Sir  Fre- 
'  deric,  who  had  paid  bis  promifed  vifit  to 
Mrs.  Woodville,  ta  whom  Altamont  ha4 
written,  to  apprize  her  of  the  change,  and 
to  requeft  (he  would  tranfmit  to  him  imme- 
diately  whatever  (he  had  to  communicate  of 
Beachdale.  Vallancy  was  ready  to  afk,  ^hy 
he  had  not  deigned  to  give  him  the  fame 
notiiication.  Again  impatience  rendered  him 
unjttft.  Altamont  had  written  under  coyer 
taLord  Marmiton,  with  whom  the  letter  was 
detwied  fo  long,  that  it  was  not  probable  an 
anfwer  would  reach  liim  at  Spa.  Vallancy» 
howwer;,  fullenly  acquitted  himfelf  of  this 
epiftolary  debt,  and  no  fubfequent  demand 
was  made  on  his  correfpondence.  In  his  con- 
fidential  converfations  with  Mifs  Rouvigny, 
he  would  fometimes  fpeak  with  afperity  of 
his  friend's  intraftable  fpirit.  He  once  men- 
tioned  Mrs*  Woodville  as  his  protegeCj  and 
on  being  preffed  for  explanation,  Kaftily 
changed^the  fubjeä:,  merely  becaufe  he  was 
unwilling  to  make  the  avowal  of  his  owa 

I  3  liberality. 
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liberality.  tiis  fair  companion  indantly  con- 
cluded,  that  more  was  meant  than  met  the 
ear ;  and,  as  Ihe  had  the  weakhefs  to  vfifh 
her  lover  to  have  no  intiniate  of  the  other 
fez,  ihe  was  unconfciouily  dirpofed,  by  this 
fentiment,  to  cherilh  ariy  impreilioiis  to  the 
prejudice  of  Altaxnont.  Whacever  ihe 
thought»  ihe  imparted  to  Cordelia  in  their 
läte  noftumal  Conferences,  and  certainly 
hazarded  fome  furmifes,  of  no  charitable  na- 
ture,  of  Mrs»  Woodville  and  her  fuppofed 
protedor. 

Gordelia  repelied  the  infinuation  whha 
fervor  which  excited  in  Adela  fome  fufpi- 
cion  of  her  attachment.  Hitherto  ihe  had 
fancied  her  heart  impregniable  to  love,  and 
fometimes  regretted  there  was,  on  this  point, 
fo  little  fympathy  between  them ;  but  now 
ihe  became  alarmed  for  the  confequences  of 
fach  an  imprudent  choice,  and  heardly 
wiflied,  for  Cordelia's  fake,  to  pertiiade  her 
that  Altamont  was  u^worthy  of  her  affeöiom 
She  was  perhaps  piqued  at  her  friend's  ob- 
(tinate  concealment.      Like  Vallancy,  ihe 

«demanded 
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demanded  an  unreftrided  interchange  of 
thought  and  fentiment>  without  refleding 
that  if  her  furmifes  were  juft,  ihe  hoftiUty 
ihe  had  avowed  for  Altamont  mufl:  exclude 
her  from  Cordelia's  confidence.  Cordelia 
feit  (he  was  alone ;  and  fince  no  one  did  juf* 
tice  to  Altamont,  his  name  >väs  banifhed 
from  her  lips,  though  his  image  was  ever 
prefent  to  her  thoughts. 

This  mental  refervation,  without  pro- 
docmg  apparent  abftraäion,  rendered  her 
indifferent  to  fociety.  To  herfelf  it-  feemed 
that  her  fenfibilities  were  blunted,  fince  fhe 
now  read,  without  emotion,  the  paffages  by 
which  fhe  had  been  moft  deeply  affeded. 
Yet,  in  other  inftances,  they  were  morö  ex- 
quifite.  At  the  name  of  allen  or  exilcj  (he 
was  ready  to  weep ;  if  fhe  heard  of  Switzer- 
land,  flie  was  revifited  by  fenfations  of  plea- 
fure ;  to  fpeak  of  it  was  a  flill  dearer  pri- 
vilege. 

This  depreffion  was  not  folely  owing  to 
concealcd  love  ;  it  was  in  part  produced  by 
the  apprehenfiou  of  her  father's  difingenuous 

I  4  cqndud. 


i  %f6  talsikohe. 

conduft.  If  ihe  parent  is  hurabled  by  xhc 
iipworthy  child,  ihe  child  feels  alfo  equally 
degiaded  by  ihe  difhonoiirable  parent.  Cor- 
deüa  now  alvvays  rrembletj  at  her  faiher's 
approach,  the  found  of  his  voice  was  painful, 
flie  diilrufted  all  his  profefiions,  and  wiHied 
to  remain  blind  to  his  ipovemems.  The  con- 
fcious  De  Lille  was  not  flow  to  perceive  what 
was  paffing  in  her  mind  ;  and,  as  one  a£t  of 
injuftice  inevitably  leads  to  another,  he  con- 
ceived  for  Altamont,  to  whom  he  impuled 
>  this  eftrangement,  a  hatred  equally  fervent 
with  Sir  Frederic's  jealoury. 

One  day  he  was  fo  much  provoked  by 
tfitnefling  her  deje£Üon,  that  he  vented  IitG 
fpleen  in  poignant  fatire  on  Mrs.  Gladwin's 
male  protegi.  Cordelia  was  too  much  hurt 
to  offer  any  reply,  and  taking  refuge  in  her 
own  refleflions,  walked  into  the  park,  whae 
Jhe  was  furprized  in  tears  by  Sir  Frederic 
Mowbray,  who,  in  his  nioft  perfuafive  ac- 
Cent,  entreated  he  niight  participate  m  her 
forrows.  Cordelia  haftily  replied,  fiie  dif- 
claimed  commiferation  for  the  weaknefs  flie 
fougbt 
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fought  to  combat  3  adding,  "  I  truft  I  as 
.**  little  need  a  confident  as  a  confeffor.** 
She  then  changed  the  fubjeft,  and  Sir  Fre- 
deric  prefumed  not  to  prefs  farther ;  but, 
perceiving  fhe  was  deeply  aSeded,  he  ki- 
ilantly  went  to  De  Lille,  extorted  an  avowal 
of  all  that  had  paflfed,  and  having  convinced 
bim  öf  bis  error,  finally  obtained  a  pfomife 
that  he  would  never  again  mention  Alta« 
mont  in  terms  of  ridicule  or  reproach^  never 
by  word  or  look  convey  an  infinuation  of 
contempt,  by  which  he  could  not  fail  to  be 
endeared  to  the  generous  Cordelia» 


I  5 


t^  TALSINORK. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

''tl^THIN  three  months  after  De  Lille'j 
acceflion  of  foriune,  he  was,  for  fome 
Teal  or  ima^inary  fervices,  advanced  to  ihe 
dignity  of  knighthood,  Whether  ihis  eleva- 
tion  was  owing  to  Lord  Marmiton,  or 
Sir  Frederic,  is  perhaps  not  vcry  materlal ; 
'  fcy  whatever  means  obtained,  it  was  highly 
acceptable  to  Sir  Jafpar  and  his  Lady,  who 
prepared  on  this  occafion  to  accompany 
her  niece  to  London,  and  once  more  to 
make  her  appeavance  at  St.  James's. 

To  complete  her  fatisfaftlon,  fhe  was  now 
affured  that  her  fondeft  wifhes  were  realized 
in  the  reciprocal  aßeflion  of  her  fon  and 
Mifs  Rouvigny  j  and  in  this  happy  moment, 
appeared  to  ihinfc  herfelf  abfölved  for  her 
former  trefpafs  againft  the  canons  of  pru- 
deitce  and  propriety,  and  fuddenly  to  liave 
refumed  prstenfions  to  digniiy  and  impc»:. 
.6  tancc. 
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tance.  So  completely  was  fhe  exfailarated 
by  her  new  hopes,  that  fhe  feemed  to  have 
call  off  the  nätive  fufpicion  of  her  foul,  and 
to  overfiow  with  kindnefs  and  confidence  to 
all  human  beings.  This  happy  change  was 
prelufive  to  a  more  awful  revolution  of 
nature.  She  had  lived  a  week  in  perfeft 
harmony  with  her  hufband,  and,  for  the 
firft  time  fince  her  marriage,  had  fhewn 
affe&ion  to  Cordelia ;  when,  one  evening, 
juft  as.fhe  had  been  fpeculating  on  her  ap* 
proaching  vifit  to  the  metropolis,  and  fpeak- 
ing  with  fome  complacency  of  her  intended 
reftoration  to  court,  fhe  was  feized  with  a 
chill,  the  forerunner  of  a  violent  fever, 
which  in  one  fortnight  terminated  her  ex- 
iflence. 

In  the  early  part  of  her  illnefs,  fhe  ex- 
a£ted  from  Mifs  Rouvigny  a  promife,  that 
(he  would  abridge  her  fon's  probation,  by 
becoming  his  wife  as  foon  as  fhe  fhould 
have  feen  her  next  birth-day.  With  this 
promife  fhe  was  fo  well  fatisfied,  that  fhe 
appeared  to  leave  life  with  a  grateful  fenfe  of 

1 6  enjoyil 


enjoyioent.  Newfpapers  announced  haf 
hufband's  grief;  the  fculptor  attefted  bis 
grateful  comiiietnoratlon  of  her  exalted 
vinuea :  all  this  might  be  venal,  but  ihere 
were  forae  real  mourners,  who  followed  to 
her  grave.  Vallancy  recalled,  wich  deep, 
becaufe  unavailing,  regret,  his  fornier  le- 
vity  and  caprice.  Even  Adela  had  fome 
conipunftion  für  havi'ng  fo  lately  confpired 
vihh  him,  to  withold  froni  her  ihe  alTu- 
rsDces  which  were  fo  effeniial  to  her  ti-an- 
quillity.  Cordelia  grieved  thal  flie  fliouJd 
be  fnatched  from  ihc  world,  when  flie 
feemcd  iiioft  to  enjoy  it.  But  Quiiuin  miiTed 
her  nioft  ;  Iie  ftrenuoufly  maintained  Öie 
was  a  pattern  for  her  fex  j  the  only  fur- 
viving  model  of  female  elegance  and  pro» 
priety. 

In  confequence  of  thb  melancboly  eveatf 
Mrs.  Rivers,  with  whoni  Mifs  Rouvignj 
and  Cordelia  had  previoufly  engaged  19 
fpend  the  winter,  kindly  came  to  Beach- 
dale,  to  condole  with  the  mourners,  and  to 
<  Claim  their  immediate  prefence  at  her  houfe 
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in  Berkeley-fquare.  Cordelia  would  have 
preferred  remaining  in  the  country ;  but  if 
fhe  could  have  refifted  her  friend's  entrea- 
ties,  (he  would  not  oppofe  her  father's  com- 
mands.  De  Lille  had  lately  treated  her 
with  much  more  affeftlon ;  his  vanity  was 
gratified  by  the  profpeä:  of  Sir  Frederic's 
alliance ;  and  to  win  his  daughter's  confent, 
he  now  lavifhed  every  partial  attention,  and 
promifed  the  mofl:  tender  indulgence.  He 
concurred  with  her  lover  in  wilhing  to 
draw  her  from  a  fcene  of  retirement,  where 
flie  had  too  much  leifure  to  mufe  on  Alta- 
mont ;  but  an  incident  occurred,  previous 
to  her  leaving  Beachdale,  which  counter- 
aded  the  falutary  effeds  he  might  have 
expe&ed,  frora  the  change  of  fcene,  and 
ftrongly  confirmed  her  attachment. 

One  day,  in  fearching  for  fomething  in  the 
bureau  which  ftood  in  Altamont's  apart- 
ment,  fhe  accidently  opened  the  private 
drawer  in  which  was  depoüted  the  legend 
of  Cornelius.  At  firft,  flie  was  ready  to 
conclttde  that  the  manufcnpt  had  been  left 

by 


P  1B2  VALSINÜRE. 

L  fcy  accident,  bul  fiie  read  on  the    envelope 

[  ihefe  words,    •'  l'o  the  care  and  perufal  of 

[•*  Cordeliai"   and,  fimpie  as  they  were, 

I  they  touched   Cordelia  to  the  foul.     They 

feerned  to  Intimate  that  the  manufcript  was 

f  bequeathed  to  her  care,  and  that  its  owner 

L  vould   never  retum  to  reclaim  the  truft. 

1  At  another  time,  flie  might  have  refifted  the 

I  imprcflion ;    but  here,    in    (his   houfe  of 

death,    fhe    found    it  inviticible,    and  (he 

L  touched  the  paper  as  a  retique  of  one  flie 

I  fhould  fee  no  more»  but  whom  fhe  fecretly 

promifed  10  .love  for  ever. 

And  now  fhe  flowly  went  over  the  firft 
part  of  the  narrative ;  flowly,  that  fhe  might 
read  each'  line,  eachword,  as  read  by  Alta- 
mont.  When  fhe  came  to  the  divifion  ia 
the  manufcript,  ihe  fhed  torrents  of  tears; 
but  they  no  longer  flowed  for  Cornelias.  At 
length,  having  regained  compofure,  äe  pro* 
ceeded  with  the  recommencement  of  the 
narrative,  the  writbig  of  wbich  appeared 
much  more  recent. 
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Sequel  of  the  Fragment. 

^^  From  the  moment  that  I  anticipated 
^'  the  title  of  a  parent,  I  reflefted  with  eic- 
^'  treme  pain  on  the  iniatuatibn  which 
^*  had  prompted  nie  to  renounce  the  pri- 
^  vileges  of  a  Briton.  I  had'  infenfibly  löi- 
"*.  bibed  ray  wife's  fentiments  on  this  fub- 
^  jeä,  and  was  equally  anxious  with 
^  herfelf,  that  our  children  fliould  receive 
^'  their  firfl:  impreffions  fröm  a  people  not 
^  unacquainted  with  civil  and  religious 
"  liberty.  We  determined,  therefore,  to 
"  remove  to  fome  Englifh  fettlement,  where 
^*  they  would  at  leaft  be  familiär  with  the 
"  language  of  our  native  country.  To 
"  eflfeä:  this  obje&,  we  embarked  for  the 
"  Havannah;  from  thence  proceeded  to 
^^  Florida ;  and  finally  fettled  in  Albany,  on 
"  the  frontier  of  Canada.  I  here  pur- 
^*  chafed,  under  the  fiditious  name  I  had 
^*  affumed  at  Madeira,  a  fmall  eftate,  which 
f*  at  once  gave  me  occupation  and  iudepen- 
K  dence.      Our   habitatiop,    though   not 

"  elegant. 
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■*  elegant,  was  commodioiis.  I  at  firft  re- 
'*  gretted  thofe  delicious  fcenes  in  whick 
**  we  had  almoft  exhaufted  felictty  ;  but  the 
*'  prefence  of  Sufanna  reconciled  me  to  the 
*'  lefs  genial  afpect  of  the  new  world  ;  and 
"  the  projefting  (lated  roof,  under  which 
"  my  fon  receivcd  his  birth,  was  dearcr  in 
**  my  eyes  ihan  the  houfe  of  niy  fathers. 
*'  Yet  never  was  the  memory  of  ihofe  ve- 
*'  nerable  anceftors  cherifhed  with  fuch 
*•  fond  enthufiafm,  as  when  I  firft  feit  the 
**  beatings  of  his  innocent  heart,  and  folded 
"  in  my  arms  the  fragile  llttie  being,  by 
"  whomi  trufted  mynamefhould  betranf- 
"  milted  to  pofterity. 

"  My  ambition  was  not  extinguilhed,  and 
*'  in  giving  him  the  palrimonial  name  of 
"  Reglnaid,  I  indulged  the  flattering  pre- 
"  fage,  that  he  at  leaft  was  deftined  to 
"  poffefs  that  rank  in  fociety  from  which 
*'  I  feemed  for  ever  excluded.  The  fplen- 
"  did  phantoms  which  had  fo  long  floated 
**  in  imagination,  now  found  a  ftatibnary 
*•  point  in  the  new  objeft'of  my  affeöions; 
'*  and 
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"  and  even  whilfl:  I  faw  him  flumbering  oü 
**  his  mother*8  bofom,  I  was  occupied  in 
*'  fuggefüng  plans  for  his  future  aggran* 
^*  dizement.  I  imparted  not  all  thefe  fpecu- 
"lations  to  Sufanna,  who,  defcending  witlv 
**  dignified  humility  to   her  prefent  ftation, 
**  appeared  to  have  acquired  a  relifh  for  its 
"  homely  duties,   and  even  to  have  fpr- 
**  gotten  the  rank  and  elegance  fhe  had 
«•  frankly  relinquifhed.    She  exerted  all  her 
**  eloquence  to  perfuade  me,  that  fince  her 
*•  brother,  to  whom  fhe  had  twice  written 
^  fince  her  departure  from  England,  was 
**'ftill  implacable  in  his  refentment,  it  was 
**  better  that  the  Atlantic  (hould  roll  be- 
*'  tween  us  ;  but  in  this  fingle  inftance  her 
**  influence    was    unavailing;    and  before 
"  Reginald  coujd  articulate  the  name  of 
•*  Britain,     I   had  determined    he  fhould 
**.  receive  his  education  in  Europe. 

For  the  firft  ten  years,  indeed,  I  be- 
lieved  I  fhould  myfelf  be  fully  competent 
^*to  his  inftruftion.  I  had  fortunately 
*^  made  a  valuable  addition  to  the  kw  claf- 

fical 
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fical  books  we  bad  brought  from  Lif- 
bcn,  by  the  purchafe  of  an  Engüfli 
library,  the  coliedor  of  which  (a  new 
fettler)  bad  died  v/ithin  fix .  montbs  of 
my  arrival  in  the  country.  With  fuch  a 
**  refource  for  our  hours  of  leifure,  the 
winters  proved  not  tedious ;  and,  though 
too  remote  from  the  town  of  Albany  to 
have  any  intercourfe  with  its  inhabitants, 
we  bad  .no  regrets  for  the  abfence  of 
fociety. 

The  only  diilurbance  to  our  tranquil- 
lity  arofe  from  the  occafienal  incurfions 
**  of  the  Indian  tribes,  who,  whether  they 
efpoufed  the  intereft  of  the  Britifh  colo- 
nies,  or  of  their  Canadian  neighbours, 
were  almoft  conftantly  engaged  in  petty 
♦*  warfare  with  each  other.  In  the  third 
^*  year  of  our  refidence,  my  wife  bleffed 
**  me  with  a  daughter ;  but  the  period  of 
"  her  birth  was  x:onneä:ed  with  an  event 
"  which  produced  the  firft  cloud  to  the 
**  felicity  of  our  harmonious  union. 

«  My 
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"  My  wife  had  humanely  taken  under 
**  her  proteäion  a  young  Indian  female, 
*'  the  widow  of  a  French  foldier  who  had 
^^  been  killed  during  the  late  feafon  of  hof- 
**  tilities.  Her  kindnefs  was  repaid  with 
*•  gratitude  and  attachment.  She  became 
^*  our  fon's  nurfe;  received  religious  in- 
*'  ftruÖions  with  apparent  docility ;  and  in 
*••  all  refpefts  behaved  with  fuch  propriety, 
f<  -as  not  to  leave  the  fmalled  reafon  for 
*/  fufpeding  her  fidelity.  It  is  not  proba- 
^^  ble  that  this  woman  would  have  betrayed 
**  her  truft,   but    for    the  temptation  of 

returning  to  her  own  people  j  and  fuch 

was  her  fondnefs  for  my  fon,  that  fhe 
^*  determined  he  fliould  be  the  companion 
«  of  her  flight. 

**  Her  plan  was  fo  well  concerted,  that 
**  we  were  for  fome  time  led  to  fuppofe 
**  they  had  both  been  furprized  and  for- 
^^  cibly  carried  into  captivity.  Such  inci- 
**  dents  were  of  no  rare  occurrence,  and  at 
**  firft  appeared  to  be  the  only  probable 
^y  conjeöure ;     but    by  the   indefatigable 

**  zeal 
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'^  zeal  of  another  Indian,  who  was  really 
^  honourable  and  faithfiil,  we  at  length  af- 
••  certained  that  they  were  both  living 
among  the  Hurons  in  perfeft  fäfety. 

On  this  difcovery,  a  formal  appUca* 
tion  was  made  to  the  French  governor 
^*  of  Montreal ;  and  after  many  tedious  and 
difficult  delays,  we  at  length  obtained  bis 
^*  refloration.  During  this  interval  feverat 
years  had  elapfed ;  -bis  parents  were  to- 
tally  obliterated  from  his  metnory;  bis 
native  language  was  forgotfen;  he  had 
been  dragged  by  force  from  his  Indian 
^'  mother ;  and  was  fo  much  altered,  that 
^^  but  for  a  natural  mark  on  -  his  forehead^ 
^^  we  fhould  have  found  it  difficult  to  be* 
*'  lieve,  that  the  tall,  grave,  tadtum  boy 
**  before  us,  was  indeed  our  own  Kegi- 
♦*  nald. 

"  At  the  firft  glance  I  revolted  from  his 
^*  piöurefque  Indian  garb,  and  paffionately 
**  exclaimed,  *I  could  nofown  hirei  tili  he 
**  was  dreft  like  a  native  of  Europe.'  The 
"  change  of  attire  prodüced  noi  the  tranf- 

••  formatioa 
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^  formaüon-I  expe£ted;  bis  countenance 
^^  (tili  bore  a  refemblance  to  tbat  of  bis 
•*  treacherous,  but  beloved  nurfe ;  be  fub- 
*^  mitted  to  our  cuftoms  with  reludance ;  he 
**  repiied  not  to*  our  endearments ;  be  vas 
^^  ofiended  by  bis  iifter's  carefles  ;  and 
*^  thougb  abready  imbued  witb  the  fortitude 
U  peculiar  to  bis  adopted  people,  could  not 
•*  always  fupprefs  bis  fecret  grief.  I  was, 
*•  however,  ftill  willing  to  perfuade  myfelf 
^*  tbat  mucb  of  bis  eflrangement  was  occa- 
*^  fioned  by  ignorance  of  our  language,  and 
^^  tbat  tbis  obftacle  being  once  furmounted, 
••  be  would  become  more  füfceptible  of 
**  kindnefs  and  attachment«  How  eagerly 
^*  did  I  catch  every  Engliöi  phrafe  that 
^*  dropt  from  his  Ups !  his  mother,  too^ 
**  watched  their  motions,  but  from  a  far 
•*  difFerent  impulfe.  She  longed  to  bear 
**  bim  exprefs  his  wants  and  fignify  bis 
**  wiihes.  It  was  a  folace  to  her  maternal 
•*  tendernefs,  to  make  bim  fenfible  of  her 
^*  foUcitude  to  give  bim  pleafure.  By  de- 
*«  grees  he  acquired  oui:*  langüage,  but  bis 

^'  referve 
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•*  referve  was  fcarcely  diminifiied ;  he  had 
**  no  childifti  gaiety  ;  he  recoiled  from  an 
*•  European  playmate;  he  difliked  our 
"  modes  and  habits  of  life.  Toentlcehim 
'*  to  ftudy,  feemed  at  firft  iinpoffible ;  he 
"  took  no  intereft  in  fedeniary  purfuits,  or 
**  dotneftic  pleafures  j  his  fpirits  flagged, 
**  cven  his  healch  decHned ;  under  ihe 
•'  paiernal  roof  he  languilhed  in  hopelefs 
"  captivity. 

"  His  tnother  was  at  infinite  pains  to 
**  inllru£l  hini  in  the  Chriflian  reiigion;  but 
"  he  could  not  liften  to  the  divine  precept 
*'  which  enjoins  forgivenefs,  without  con- 
*'  leinpt  and  difguft.  Any  effort  to  esciie 
"  in  him  a  liberal  anibition,  proved  equally 
"  unfuccefsful.  Tfl  relateda  traitof  hiftory, 
*'  he  diftrufted  iis  truth'j  if  I-  tried  to  win 
*'  his  attention  to  poetry,  he  was  incapable 
"  of  transferring  its  imagery  to  his  own  un- 
•*  cultivated  mind.  Arithmetic  pleafed  him 
"  moft,  though  it  coft  him  fuch  intenfe 
*'  labour,  as  always  to  occafion  ftuppr  ;  yet 
*'  was  not  this  indifference  the  refult  of 
"  natural 
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^,  natural  mfenfibility.     I  once  took  him 
^.  with  me  on  the  lake,  in  a  bateau  equipC 
^  in  the  Indian  flyle :  for  the  firft  time  I  faw 
'*  his  fine  features  aninliited  with  plesifure ; 
^  and  as  we  advanced  toward  the  woods, 
^  he  was  all  life,  foul,  and  aäivity.   On  our 
^  tuming  back,  his  eyes  filled  with  tears ; 
^  he  gazed  on  the  country  he  had  Ieft>  tili 
*  it  funk  from  his  view,  but  no  murmur 
^  efcaped  his  Ups.    Touched  by  his  refigna- 
^  tion,  I  would  have  made  any  facrifice  for 
^<  his  happinefs   but  that  of  feeing  him  a 
^  favage.    I  once  faid,   with  my  natural 
«*  vehemence,  *  I  was  a  rebel  to  my  father's 
^*  houfe,  and  my  fon  will  be  a  deferter/ 
•*  I  knew  not  that  he  was  liftening  j  but  a 
^*  fudden  tinge  of  red  in  his  cheeks  con- 
**  vinced  me   he   had  faeard  thofewords, 
«*  and  underftood  their  meaning.     My  wife  • 
"  gently  checked  my  impatience»  and  pro- 
**  pofed  that  we  (hould  no  longer  perfecute 
<f  him  with  books ;  but  truft  to  time,  and 
^^  the  latent  fpirit  of  emulation  within  him, 
*^  for  his  future  improvement.    I  defifted, 

«  and 


»*  and  defpaired  ;  but  fuddenly  a  revolmion 
"  was  effeäcd  in  his  charaöer.  He  had 
**  beeil  fevci'ely  ill,  and  during  his  confine. 

'  •'  inent,  became  fenfible  ro  cur  affeftions; 
•*  his  fifter  read  to  him,  and  he  prefently 
■♦*  chofe  to  read  for  hirafelf.  His  mother 
•'  obferved  that  he  purfuedjby  fteahh,  thofe 

'  "  fludies  to  which  I  had  io  long  urged  him 
*'  in.vain;  but  (he  was  careful  to  conceai 
"  from  nie  this  clrcumflancc,  hoping,  on 
»*  fome  fuiure  occafion,     to  enhance  mj 

•  "  pleafure  by  the  furprife  of  difcovery. 
*'  Gne  evening,  as  I  penfivcly  approached 
*'  our  parlourj  1  was  ftruck  with  the  foimd 
"  of  a  deep,  fonorous  voice,  in  the  exercife 
"  of  poeiicai  recitation.  I  liftened  at  ihe 
"  door,  and  was  foon  convinced  that  the 
"  exclaimer  was  no  other  than  Regin^dj 
**  his  fifter  was  hb  only  auditrefs  j  he  had 
*'  himfelf  chofea  the  fubjeft,  which  was 
**  from  Pope's  P«}Iogue  to  Cato.  He 
'*  pronounced,    with     an    emphafis    that 

**  eleörified  niy  foul,  ftie  line,  -    ■ 

■"  And  hoiiourrd  Ccfar*»!  Ie&  t^a  Cato'a  fword." 

"  At 
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^^  At  this  ihoment,  Su£mna  furprized 
f^  me,  aloxoll  Idft  in  rapturous  amazement. 
^:il  could  hold  no  longer»  but  ruihing  into 
**  the  room,  eiubraced  my  fon  with  tranf- 
Ifapprts  of  joy  and  tendemefe«  His  mother 
^*w$pt  with  delight ;  we  all  mingled.  tears 
H^jand  carefles;  and  I  eägerly.ezclaimed, 
Ff  ..^  I  am  repaid  for  all  the  fufferings.of  the 
F^.'paft.*  Yet  it  was  on  that  moftihappy 
^/;evening,  I  refumed  my  ambitious  projeds. 
ffHli^ttributed  Reginald's  late.effbrts  to  a 
K  traafcendent  genius ;  but  not  danng 
?  tQ.  propofe  his  future  feparafion  from 
'.*:  bis  mother,  I  deterjnined  to  make 
5«  every  efFort  for  my  own  reftoration  to 
^  Britain, 

i  "  From  this  time  I  beftowed  on  my  fon's 
'*  mind  claflical  cultivation ;  and  .  ^  foon 
"  as  he  was  able  to  read  a  Ljitin  author, 
**  Cafar's  Commentaries  became  his  great 
«  delight ;  he  was  Hill  more .  enamoured 
^^  of  Plutarch's  Lives ;  his  eyes  flaflied  at 
^^  the  name  of  Coriolanus ;  he  wiflied  he 
^«  had  been  born  a  Roman.      Yet  even 

VOL..  II.         .        K  *'  whilfl: 


f*  »hilft  I  was  exulting  in  his  heroic  fenti- 
**  ments,  he  daftied  my  Iriumph,  by  feying, 
•*  ihat  Regulas,  the  fupreme  object  of  his 
"  veneration,  had  afted  like  a  Huron. 

"  I  perceived  that  his  prepofleffions  for 
•'  lavage  Kfe  ftill  continued  ;  yet  my  hojles 
'*  were  ardent.  The  heir  apparent  to  the 
•*  throne  of  England  had  avowed  the  raoft 
"  liberal  fentiments  for  the  Houfe  of  Stuart; 
**  and  I  was  encouraged  to  take  fome  aftive 
•*  fteps  for  recovering  my  Britifti  birthright. 
•*  I  privately  comraunicated  my  fituation  to 
"  the'govemor  of  New  York,  who  promifed 
"  to  ufe  whatever  influence  he-  poffeffed  in 
*'  my  favour. 

"  In  making  this  effort,  it  formed  no 
"  part  of  my  intentions  lo  enforce  any 
*'  Claims  on  the  remnant  of  my  father's 
*'  property.  Misfortune  had  vifited  every 
"  branch  of  our  family.  The  uncle,  to 
"  whofe  injuftice  we  owed  our  firft  lapfe 
"  from  profperity,  had  been  impoveriflied 
*'  by  his  prodigal  chüdren.  The  eftates 
*'  were  fold,  and  the  defcendants  of  the 
"  ycunger 
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*'  younger  fon  were  left  to  indigence  and 
^  obfcurity. 

•*  Some  years  elapfed.  The  goranor 
<^  was  recalled ;  but  {tili  prQimfed  bis  a£- 
*^  fiftance.  In  the  meantime^  the  war  was 
<*  carried  on  with  the  French  Canadians ; 
*^  and  as  Reginald  had  evidently  a  predi« 
^  ledion  for  military  adventure,  I  töok 
^  him  with  me  to  vifit  th^  Britifh  lines. 
^  He  was  remarkably  tall  for  his  age,  and 
*^  abeady  poffefled  a  martial  afped ;  I  en- 
^*  gaged  him  to  ferve  as  a  volunteer, 
**  imagining  T  could  not  devife  a  more 
**  eSedual  method  to  eradicate  his  remain- 
^^  ing  Indian  prejudices* 

^'  In  taking  this  ftep  I  had  not  confulted 
•*  Sufanna,  whofe matemal  tendemefswould, 
*• '  I'  feared,  reyolt  froni  the  fuggeftion,  Yet 
**  I  couM  not  be  eafy  without  apprizing  her 
<*  of  the  tranfaftion  j  and  having  placed  my 
•^  fon,  •  as  I  hoped,  in  bis  proper  fphere  of 
**  aftion,  I  retumed  home  to  diffipate  her 
"^^  fears,  and  reconcile  her  to  his  abfence. 

K  a  **  In 


ij^Ü  VALSINÖRE. 

*•  In  announcing  my  mÜIioa,  I  tried  to 
•*  perfuade  her  that  the  choice  had  been 

■  myfon's;  that  it  was  wholly  made  forhis 
'  gratihcatJon.  She  turned  pale,  but  only 
'  faid,  '  May  Heaven  fanflify  the  choice.' 
'  I  had  bcea  prepared  with  arguments,  but 

■  her  refignation  Ihook  my  own  canfideDce,  ' 
•*  and  I  could  not  be  fatlsfied  without  re- 

■  tuming  to  the  camp.     My  daughter  ex- 

■  preffed  her  childifli  deHght  at  the  idea 
M  of  feeing  her  brother  in  his  military  drefs, 

'  and  by  her  fmiles  dij^pated  her  motber's 
"  fadnefs. 

"  in  a  few  days  I  again  repaired  to  the 
"  Britifli  quarters ;  but  what  intelligence 
**  awaited  me  1  My  fon  was  a  deforter.  la 
*'  a  night  fkirmifli  with  the  French  he  had 
**  fhewn  the  moft  intrepid  courage;  but 
"  two  or  ihree  Hurons  having'been  a^ 
**  tured,  his  former  affe^on  revived»  and, 
**  to  efied  their  releafe,  be  had  abfconded 
''  with  them,  and  thus  entaiied  on  his  me- 
"  mory  everlafting  reprrach, 

*'  I  was 
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*^  I  was  at  firil  ftunned  by  the  calamity^ 

^  and  wounded  where  I  was  mofl  irritable» 

*^  in  the  point  of  honoun    I  feemed,  for 

■ '  **  the  fecond  time,  banühed  fröm  fociety : 

•*  my  fondeft  hopes  were  blafted :  not  even 

<^  Sufanna  could  now  adminifter  to  me  con- 

**  ifolation ;  and  it  was  fome  days  J[>efore  I 

**  could  prevail  on'myfelf  to  re^approach 

•*  my  defolated  home.     Never  before  had  I 

**  croflfed  the  threfliold  without  anticipating 

•  ^^  z  fmiling  welcome ;  büt  now  I  ihuddered 

-*•  at  the  idea  of  hearing  niy  wife's  voice,  or 

**  receivmg  the  carefles  of  my  fole  furviving 

«  child. 

**  1  found  Sufanna  alone,  and  her  coun- 
••  tenance^  though  pale,  was  placid.  I 
**  knew  not  how  to  enter  on  my  dreadful 
*^  taik.  I  had  expeäed  (he  would  make 
"  fome  enquiry  concerning  her  fon,  I  at 
•*  length  thought  it  beft  to  make  the  dif- 
"  clofure  in  my  daughter's  prefehce,  arid 
**  a(ked  where  (he  was.  My  wife  ftruggled 
''  for  fpeech  ;  but  I  at  length  difcovered 
^^  that  this  dear  child  had  died,  after  an  ill- 

K  3  "  nefs 
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*'  aek  of  (bnie  hours,  dunpg  my  abfencs. 
"  We  bad  lolt  our  darling  when  flie  Ihould 
**  have  been  our  beft  comfort. 

"  *  This  ts  too  muchj'  cried  I.  '  I  caine 
*'  to  afilid  thee,  Sufaima,  and  my  emmd 
"  is  aJready  anticipated.* 

«  She  looked  at  me  wiftfuUy,  and  at 
*'  lengtb  faid,  in  a  low,  almoll  whifpering 
j"  voice,  '  I  pcrceive  you  are  agarn  alone.' 

A  deep  gfoan  foUowed  ;  and,  clafping  her 
t**  hands  togeiher,  (he  exclaiined,  '  Speak! 
-*•  for  I  will  bear.  I  pronaife  to  be  refigned. 
**  Where  is  our  fon  ?' 

"  *  Where !'  cried  I;  *  would  he  had 
«  never  exiJled !' 

**  *  Oh,  Cornelius,  fay  not  fo  ;  I  can  eOf 
*'  dure  any  thing  but  this.  Surely,  he  bas 
**  not  difgraced  you  ?' 

''  I  explained,  and  Ihe  wcpt.  At  tbe 
••  fight  of  her  tears  my  indignatkm  was 
•'  changed  to  pity. 

"  *  Unhappy  boy  i*  faid  Öie,  •  'twas  tbe 
*•  fin  of  ignorance.* 
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**  My  rage  was  then  dire&ed  againft  tny- 
^  ielf.  I  curfed  my  fatal  obftinacy,  my 
ff  iown  imextiaguiflied)  unapproved  amlH* 
!>«  tion. 

**  *  No/  returaed  fhe,  wkh  h«  native 
^  €Bergy^  ^  I  ooly  am  to  blame.  I  who 
^  entrufted  him  to  an  Indiao.' 
.  ^^  <  And  that  alfo,  Sulanna,  was  the  coa« 
M  fequence  of  my  furliileis/ 
.  **  «  Oh,  Cornelius,  let  us  not  thüis  ag« 
"  gravate  niifery«  Man  is  born  to  fuffer; 
(f  -  rdifl:  not  the  will  of  Providencej  but  fub- 
•*  mit  meekly  to  its  myfterious  difpenfa- 
**  tions.  And  here/  added  fhe,  falling  on 
**  my  neck,  and  Ihedding  a  flood  of  tears, 
**  *  here'  is  one,  that  (hall  at  leaft  forrow 
**  withthee.' 

"  Thus  did  this  heroic  womän  recall  my 
^*  fortitude  by  her  own  noble  magnanimity* 
**  She  was  my  angel,  my  guide,  my  con» 
**  foler  5  but  whilft  flie  foothed  my  fpirit 
*«  to  tranquillity,  fhe  was  .herfelf  confmned 
^*  with  grief.  At  night  I  was  ftaitied  by 
«  her  deep-drawn  fighs ;  ihe  wal^ed  in  my 

IC  4  *^  fight} 
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L  **  fight ;  ftill  (he  raade  efforts  to  fmÜe,  but 
•  ^  tbe  fmile  was  awful.  Generous  as  eyer, 
»•*  it  was  for  me  flie  fuffered,  whilft  flie 
y  **  fought  to  fortify  my  mind  for  its  ap- 
''  proaching  trial. 

"  On  tlie  firfl:  fymptoms  of  her  indifpo- 

"  lition,  I  had  tranfported  her  to  Albany, 

I  ■**  and  calied  in  the  moft  efteemed  phyfi- 

I    *'  cian.     She  fubmitted  to  his  prefcriptions 

i    "  wiih  her  accuftonied  fweetnefs,  but  I  foon 

f  f*  faw  that  all  prefcriptions  were  vaiu. 

I  -  "  *  Let  US  leave  thiscountry,'  faid  (heone 

■*'  day,  with  unufual  animation  ;  '  we  are 

**  here  reminded  of  what  we  have  loft.    Let 

"  US  feil  our  plantations,  and  feefc  another 

^'  home.' 

**  I  foUowed  this  fuggeftion,  and  we  re- 
*'  moved  tö  New  York,  where,  feeble  as 
."  flie  was,  flie  would  have  eoticed  me  into 
*'  fociety.  I  too  well  comprehended  her 
*•  motives  for  exprefling  a  wifli  which, 
"  during  feventeen  years,  had  nsver  pifled 
"  her  lipE. 

«One 
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^'  One  day  flie  propofed  that  we  fhould 
•<  travel.  *  But  whither,  Sufanna?*  *  To 
**  Madeira*.  As  ihe  fpoke,  flie  raifed  her 
**  languid  eyes,  and  appalled  me  by  the 
*^  view  of  her  dying  countenance.  Never 
**  before  had  I  renounced  hope;  but  now 
*^  that  ihe  mentioned  Madeira^  and  that  1 
**  beheld  her  fo  changed,  fo  faded,  from 
**  that  refplendent  beauty  in  which  I  had 
^*  bome  her  to  our  delicious  paradife,  the 
^*  terrible  conviäion  ftnick  my  foul,  and  I 
**  exciaimed,  *  No,  never  to  Madeira, 
"  never!*  '    . 

•^  *  Say  not  fo,*  anfwered  (he,  with  a  faint 
**  fmile  ;  *  fome  time  hence  it  may  comfort 
*^  thee  to  go  thither.* 

**  She  articulated  thefe  words  with  a  flow 
*^  yet  tender  folemnity,  that  revealed  their. 
*^  fecret  meaning.  She  faw  fhe  was  under- 
•^  ftood;  and  whilfl:  my  impafGoned  anguifh 
*^  burft  forth,  faid,  with  an  angelio  fmile, 
**  *  Shall  there  not  always  be  this /ub-intelli" 
<«  gence  between  us  ?*  From  that  moment 
**  I  had  conflantly  before  ray  eyes  the 

K  5  "  image 
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"  image  of  our  parting  —  in  every  objeä 
"  I  beheld  the  finger  of  death  prediöing 
'*  her  deftiny.  Hope  I  had  none ;  hat 
*'  there  was  a  fort  of  l'ufpeiife,  that  ftate 
•*  of  doubt,  whicb,  at  a  happier  periodj  I 
**  fliould  have  deemed  infupportable,  but 
*•  whicb  was  now  moft  precious. 

"  During  tbis  interval,  my  foul  was  ab- 
*'  forbed  in  one  objeö.  I  fcarcely  e\er  left 
*'  her —  I  walched  wJth  avaricious  vigilance 
••  over  the  few  remaining  moments  —  they 
1"**  wereall  numbered,  and  each  wasfata^. 
"  It  was  an  unfpeakable  fatisfaclion  to 
"  ininifter  lo  her  thofe  unavailing  draughts 
*'  ihe  took  for  my  fake.  Still  there  was 
**  little  in  her  apartment  that  had  the  air 
"  'of  ficknefs :  ihe  even  ftrove  to  difguife 
"  the  patient  under  a  drefs  pecuüarly  ac- 
"  ceptable  to  my  tafte  j  for  never,  to  the 
*',  lateft  hour,  did  ihe  remit  thofe  fwtet  at« 
"  tentions  which  endear  the  mofl  trivial 
"  part  of  exiftence  j  but,  with  all  her  ge- 
"  nerous  dupUcicy,  I  could  not  be  infenßble 
*'  to  the  rapid  approach  of  death. 

10  .  "  On 
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**  On  the  ever-memorable  day  of  our  fe- 
'^  paration,  I  received  from  the  agent  I 
,•*  had  before  emjJoyed,  refpedkig  my  re- 
**  ftoration  to  Britain,  a  letter,  in  which  I 
^  was  aflured  of  perfonal  mdenuuty  when- 
••  ever  I  fhould  retum  to  my  native  country. 
^^  At  what  a  moment  was  this  promife 
<«  given !  when  I  had  loft  every  morive  for 
^^  wifliing  to  retum^  and  could  no  longer 
^*  mention,  without  a  fenfe  of  degradation» 

the  land  of  my  fathers. 

Sufanna  took  up  the  letter  I  had  read 
**  in  mournful  filence.  *  Yes,  you  mufl: 
••  retum/  cried  (he ;  *  it  is  a  debt  you  owe 
^*  to  nature :  hitherto  yoö  have  cared  too 
**  much  for  one  to  think  of  the  many/ 

"  *  Surely/  I  replied,  '  yoti  would  not 
•*  have  me  recall  that  ambition  which  has 
**  been  my  deftroyer/ 

"  *  No,  Cornelius,  I  would  not  leave 
**  you  in  fuch  vaffalage.  Cherifh  indepen- 
**  dence ;  but  even  a  folitary  individual  may 
*'  caft  forth  a  light  that  fhall  be  reflefted 
^  through  the  world.     Remember  what 

K       6  «C       yQ^ 
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[  -  "  you  once  faid,  that  ignorance  and  preju- 

M"  dice  were  the  roots  of  all  the  felfifti  fed- 

1.**  ings,  and  you  will  advocate  the  caufe  of 

I  ;**  truth.     Recall   your  own   leflbns,    and 

r .  *'  you  will  need  no  other  monitor.    Let  the 

I  ,"  ftigma   of   flavery   be    wiped  from   the 

I   *•  Chriflian  name.     Think  that  you  hare 

I  ■"  many  brothers,  tnany  children  j  and  if 

I  ■**  you  can  but  bequeath  one  WefEng  to  hu- 

I    *'  manity,  you  will  not  have  lived  in  viun.' 

I       *'  Here  obferving  that  flie  feemed  ex- 

u  *'  haudedj  I  urged  her  to  lie  down  on  her 

*'  couch,  and  knceling  by  her  fide,  with 

"  one  hand  locked  in  inine,  I  watched  her 

'  "  tili  flie  funk  into  a  gentle  flumber.     Her 

"  dark  hair,  efcaping  from  her  cap,  was 

**  finely  contrafled  with  her  pale  forehead ; 

**  a  heäic  bloom  fluÖied  her  cheeks — a 

"  gracious  fmile  played    round  her  Ups. 

"  She  foon  awoke,   and  tuming  on  me 

**  thofe  eyes  which  beamed  with  enthufiafm; 

•*  attempered  by  fweemefe,   flie  faid»  *  I 

"  cannot  fleep»  Cornelius;   nor  would  1 

'*  now  lofe  in  fleep  the  few  moments  that 

*'  may 
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•*  may  yet  be  fhared  between  us.  How 
'^  much  would  I  gather  into  this  little  fpace !  ^ 
*^**  My  beft  friend,  we  muft  feparate.  In 
^  this,  as  in  every  other  inftance,  it  has 
**  pleafed  Heaven  that  I  fliould  be  the  fa- 
••  voured  pärtner;  and  let  it  confole  yoü 
*^  for  my  departure,  that  you  are  fuflfering 
^  for  my  fake/  She  ^  faw  my  tears,  and 
«<  added,  in  her  moft  footbing  accents,  ^  We 
^*  have  had  a  long  leafe  of  happinefs,  andf 
^  our  fouls  have  ripened  in  love.  It  is  for 
••  you  to  pay  my  part  to  fociety.  Returh 
••  to  Europe ;  let  your  heart  flow  out  to 
**  the  human  race ;  make  ^n  intereft  in  the 
**  defolate,  the  perfecuted,  the  afflifted/ 

^^  She  here  pronounced  her  fon's  name, 
**  and  involuntarily  I  beftowed  on  him  my 
**  warmeft  blefling.  An  inefiable  fmile 
^^  gladdened  her  countenance,  and  clafping 
**  her  hands  devoutly,  flie  faid,  *  Be  this 
"  my  facrament ;'"  then  dropping  her  head 
*'  on  the  pillow,  funk  into  a  flumber,  from 
**  vrhich  there  was  no  awaking. 

«  It 
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*'  Ii  was  füine  time  before  I  wascoafcious 
•*  of  her  diflbtution  —  her  fpirit  feemed  hj- 
"  veriag  over  ine — it  was  a  Sabbath  of 
**  love  and  forrow,  in  which  my  foul  was 
•*  incapable  of  one  angry  emotion,  one  vul- 
**  gar  care  :  all  the  ordinary  pafilons  retired 
**  before  ihe  majefty  of  grie£  Recoileö- 
*'  ing  her  converfations,  I  laboured  to  ex- 
'*  tra£l  from  them  fome  parting  requeft, 
**  fome  dyinj;  injundicsi.  I  could  only  dif- 
•»  Cover  that  ftie  wiflied  me  to  retum  to 
*■*  £urope>  md  this  I  determined  to  do,  as 
*'  foon  as  I  ftiould  have  fettled  my  few 
"  worldty  concerns,  and  obtained  fome  in- 
'•  telligence  concerning  Reginald. 

*'  Softened  by  affiiäion,  I  could  bow 
*'  quietly  refign  all  the  dreams  of  ambidoO} 
*'  and  I  yeamed  but  to  behold  my  fon,  the 
"  folerehcofSufannah'slove.  Anexchange 
"  of  prifoners  was  about  to  be  made,  by 
**  fome  of  whom  I  hoped  to  trace  my  fii- 
"  gitive.  I  comraenced  my  jouroey  to- 
"  wards  the  back  fettlements.  In  my  way 
'*  I  had  to  pafs  the  Britilh  Itnes>  and  being 
"  nauffled 
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««  muffled  up  to  efcape  obfervation,  I  gained 
<<  courage  to  approach  the  camp.  It  wa$ 
«•  a  glorious.  morning,  and  I  feit  my  fpirits 
**  fomewhat  revived  by  the  Icnrelinefs  of 
•*  nature. 

.  *•  A8  I  advanced  to  the  out-poft,  I  ob- 
f^  ferved  the  foldiers  drawn  up,  as  if  there 
**  was  to  be  fome  grand  military  fpeäacle. 
**  On  enquiry,  I  was  informed  by  a  fentmel 
'^  tfaat  it  was  to  witnefs  the  punifiiment  of 
**  fome  deferters.  At  this  word  my  blood 
«<  was  congealed  wirfi  horror,  tili  recollefl:- 
**  ihg  that  Reginald  had  no  aflbciate  in  his 
•*  flight,  I  became  fomewhat  re-aflured,  and 
*^  proceeded'to  the  fpot  where  one  of  the 
•*  delinquents  was  fubmitting  to  chaftife- 
**  ment.  At  the  firft  glance  I  was  eafy, 
•*  for  the  fufFerer  was  totally  unlike  my  fon, 
^^  and  turned  my  fteps  to  another  part  of 
**  the  camp,  where  I  heard  a  faint  murmur 
*'  of  his  youth  and  beauty.  I  proceeded 
**  with  fahering  fteps,  too  much  agitated 
^"  to  make  any  enquiry,  but  the  word  death 
vibrated  on  mine  ear,  and  fuddenly  raif- 

ing 
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I  *f  Ury  cotnrades  Haading  round  him.    As 

t  *'  I  approached,  .1  loudly  exclaimed  '  Save 

' ."  ray  fon.'    The  officer,  though  of  a  mild, 

*'  engaging  afpefl:,  turned  away  his  head, 

"  and  defired  I  might  be  conduCted  to  his 

"  tent.     '  Heai'  nie,'  J  .cried,  but  at  ihat 

,  *'  moment,  fpiirring  his  liorfe,  he  daned 

[  ,"  away  ;  and,  with  almoft  iucredible  velo- 

I  '*  city,  vaniflicd  fro«i  my  fight.     I  would 

*'  ha^fe  followed,    but   was   rellrained  by 

[  "  Force,  and  dragged,  in  fpite  of  refillance, 

[  'f'towards  the  tent;  where,  asi  redoubled 

*•  ray  eSbrts  to  efcape,    I  was  put  under 

*•  arreft. 

*'  A  few  moments  after^  I  heanl  tbe 
**  cannon  which  was  to  proclaim.  my  fon's 
"  doom.  All  my  ftruggles  were  then  over. 
"  I  feil  proftrate  on  the  ground,  and  re- 
**  mained,  I  knc^w  not  how  long,  in  a  fort 
*'  of  death-like  infenfibility.  But  I  was,  at 
*'  lenglh,  roufed,  by  Hearing  the  voice  of 
*  that  young  man  I  had  before  fupplicated 
"  in  vain.  I  inllantly  arole,  afking,  wltb 
**  v^emence,  where  was  my  fon.  He  caft 
**  down 
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"  down  his  eyes,  with  a  moumful  expref- 
"  fion. 

"  *  If  you  have  murdered  him,  let  me 
•  **  9i&}  die,  for  I  was  the  firft  tranfgreffor.* 

**  *  Would  it  had  been  poflible  to  fave 
<*  him/ 

^^  ^  And  is  it  really  finiflied  ?'  I  faid  no 
,  ^f  nuKre  ;  but  agaun^  bowing  my  bead»  funk 
*^  to  the  ground. 

^*  The  officer,  fighing  deeply,  exciaimed, 
•^  *  Unhappy  father  !* 

<«  <  Wretch/  cried  I,  rifing  with  ungo- 
^  vernable  fury,  *  can'fl:  thou  pity  him 
•*  thou  would'ft  not  fuccour?  Why  wa& 
**  I  not  heard  ?  why  was  not  the  fentence 
^*  fufpetided  ör  repealed  ?  Your  rigid 
^^  difcipline  has  made  me  defolate ;  child'- 
'  *^  lefs  and  forfaken  I  ihall  defcend  to  the 
*•  grave.  Curfed  be  the  wretches  who  have 
•«  bereaved  me  of  my  fon !  curfed  be  that 
*•  fenfe  of  duty  which  could  fanöify  fuch 
**  cruelty !  be  affured  you  will  fome  day 
**  feel  compunftipn.  You^  too,  may  be- 
^^  come,  like  me,  wretched  and  defolate ; 

^^  your 
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"  your  wife  may  be  left  to  moom;  your  . 
*'  fatherlefs    children    remain    \vithout  a 
**  helper,     Tranble,  y oung  man,  for  your 
^^  heart  was  ileeied  to  the  holy  fupplication 
**  of  nature/ 

"  *  Hear  pae,'  he  cried,  *  you  are  de-  ■ 
*'  ceived*     I  would  have  faved  your  fon ; 
^^  he  refufed  to  make  fubmÜfion ;  he  fcorned 
**  to  accept  mercy/ 

*^  >  And  could  no  allowance  be  mald^  for 
"  hisyouth?* 

-    f«  «I  was  here  btit  in-  the' place  of  a  füpe- 

•*  rior.    I  had  no  authority  to  abfolve  h» 

^^  crim^;  hiis  condemnation.  had  been  at- 

ready  pronounced ;  all  tbat  remained  for 

me  was  to  fufpend  its  execution.' 
'  And  eveh  that  you  refufed  to  de  ?' 
^  That,  Sir,  you  will  find  was  done. 

I  waited  for  the  retum  of  my  general  j 
*^  and  it  was  to  him  that  I  was  haftening  at 
**  the  moment  you  would  have  ftopt  me  in 
*'  the  camp,* 

*'  *  And  was  your  general  then  inhu- 
"  man?' 
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"  ^  No,  he  relented  ;  but  your  fon  had 
<<  decreed  his  own  deftrudion ;  and  no 
**  fooner  was  he  releafed,  than,  to  efcape, 
*^  as  he  imagined,  the  degradation  of  chaf« 
^^  -tifement,  he  ruijbed  oa  a  naked  bayonet, 
^^  and  feil,  pierced  with  a  mortal  wound« 
*^  He  yet  breathes,  if  you  would  fee  him/ 

•*  In  another  moment  I  was  with  my 
"  dying/  Reginald,  who  confirmed  this 
^*  ftatement,  When  all  was  over,  I  was 
**  again  conveyed  to  the  tent  j  where  the 
^<  officer  I  had  fo  unjuftly  accufed,  took 
**  upon  him  the  care  of  a  private  inter- 
*'  ment*  The  foldier  who  would  have 
**  refcued  my  boy  was  my  fellow  mourner. 
**  I  gave  him  my  purfe  ;  I  offered  him  all 
**  I  pofleffed ;  he  refufed  the  gift :  he  too 
^*  was  a  hufband,  and  a  fathen    . 

*'-  This  laft  duty  performed,  I  wiihed 
**  once  more  to  fee  the  man  who  would 
**  have  been  my  benefador.  Touched 
^*  with  contrition  for  my  former  impa- 
*  ^  tience,  I  would  have  offered  fome  excufe, 
**  but  he   refufed  to   liften.     I  faw  tears 

"  rolling 
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^  rolb'ng  down  his  cheeks:  ovarpowered 
^  by  this  mark  of  fympathy  in  a  ftranger, 
I  feil  at  his  feet ;  I  was  whoUy  un- 
manned  j  I  wept :  —  buk  what  was  my 
anguifh  when  I  difcovered  that  he  was 
my  kinfman,  the  defcendant  of  my  £ai- 
ther's  brother.  I  had  now  an  unutter- 
able  pang  at  the  recolleäjon  of  my  male- 
diäions ;  but  I  divulged  not  the  rehtion 
between  us ;  I  had  loft  all  power  to 
allude  to  the  paft. 

^^  I  was  condu&ed  from  the  camp  by  a 
perfon  who  had  known  me  in  Albany, 
and  who  compelled  me  to  accept  his 
afiiftance ;  of  effort  or  refiflance  I  was 
no  longer  capable ;  I  was  feized  with  a 
ftupor,  bordering  on  derangement.  A 
voyage.wasthought  advifeable,  and  being 
now  whoUy  paffive,  I  was  eafily  induced 
by  my  hoft  to  embark  with  him  for  Ja- 
maica.  In  this  new  (ituation  I  recovered 
my  perceptions^  and  with  them  all  the 
energies  of  grief. 

**  During 
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<^  During  my  refidence  in  the  ifland,  I 
^^  again  funk  into   heartlefa  defpondencc, 
^  but  was  roufed  by  indignadon  on  witneflT- 
*^  ing  the  detefted  trafEc  in  human  bdngs* 
^  I  recalled  my  wife^s  dying  words,  and 
^^  refolved  to  expofe  to  Europe  the  horrors 
^<  of  flavery.    I  had  no  fooner  formed  diis 
^*  refolution  than  my  mind  became  more 
^  eafy;  and  I  now  recoüeßted,  with  the 
•  <«  longings  of  aSedion,  that  deCcbos  iiland 
^  in  which  I  had  tafted  erery  enjojrment* 
<^  With  my  friend*8  affiftance,  my  bofineb 
^  beii^  now  traniaded,  I  once  more  landed 
*  in  Madeira;  where  erery  objeä  fpoke 
^*  to  me  of  Sufanna. 

**  It  was  here  I  met  with  a  wretched  mi- 
^^  fer,  who  had  remitted  money  to  every 
<^  confiderable  bank  in  Europe,  anxiouj;  to 
avert  the  evil  of  poverty,  though  he  livr^l 
in  the  privation  of  every  enjoymcnL  I  h: 
was  in  the  lafl  flage  of  atroph  y ;  hh  r^rco- 
*'  very  appeared  impoüible,  and  he  v aji  fud- 
**  denly  imprefiSsd  »iih  the  defire  of  .i^akirig 
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^^  fome  atonement  for  his.  former  rapacity  { 
^^  he  had  neither  wife^  nor  children,  nor 
^^  any  relations  for  whom  he  cared;  his 
^'  hard  heart  was  equally  incapable  of  piety 
"  or  benevolence.  He  had  heard  of  mj 
fmgular  opinions,  and  ilruck  with  my 
contempt  for  money,  determined  to  make 
me  his  almoner ;  for  this  purpofe  he  gave 
me  an  order  on  the  Hamburgh  bank  for 
a  confiderable  fum,  to  be  folely  dedi- 
cated  to  objeds  of  charity ;  but  he  ao- 
*^  nexed  to  this  a  refiridion  againft  ufing  it 
previous  to  his  own  deceafe.  He  had  aa 
averfion  to  the  idea  of  making  a  will ;  and 
*'  at  his  deathi  which  happened  two  or  three 
days  before  I  left  Madeira,  his  immenfe 
treafures,  with  the  exception  of  that 
fmall  portion  committed  to  my  truft, 
enriched  only  the  refpedive  govemments 
"  of  thofe  countries,  in  which  they  were 
**  placed. 

"  From  that  time  to  the  prefent,  I  have 
**  religioufly  obferved  my  engagement,  hav- 
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^^  ing  Aever  diverted  fram  its  proper  objeft 
*^  ihk  little  fund  i)f  charity.  On  my  retum  to 
'^  Eürope  I  afiumed  a  new  name^  and  with 
?  it  commenced  a  new  career.  The  recoU 
*^  'leftion  of  my  country  was  toaipainful  to 
•<  -be  dweit  on  $  I  had  no  motive  for  refum- 
**  ing  the  privtleges  of  a  Briton.  I  was  long 
•*  tortured  with  the  agonizing  confciouf- 
•*  nefe  of  privation ;  I  gave  alms  without 
**  .pity ;  I  advocated  the  caufe  of  man  with- 
**  <iut  benevolence.  I  was  at  length  induced 
*•  to  vifit  England,  where  I  found,  in  the 
•*  ^epeft  diftrefs,  the  widow  and  fon  of  my 
•*  unacknowledged  kinfman.  Inwitneffing 
**  their  afSictions,  my  heart  was  again  vi- 
**  fited  by  compunäiion  ;  I  would  not  violate 
the  fund  of  charity,  but  I  borrowed  from 
it  a  fiim  äquivalent  to  all  my  own  worldly 
*•  pofleffions ;  and  this  I  beftowed  on  them, 
*•  with  my  fervent  benediäion,  The  am- 
•*  bition  that  once  raged  in  my  foul  is  ex- 
«  tinguiflied.  The  falutary  counfels  of  Sii- 
**  fanna  have,  at  length,  reftored  me  to 
••  p^ce»     I  have  yet  one  wiih  ungratified  : 
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^  itis,toadminifterconfbIaä>ntotliecQra 
4<  panion  of  017  youth.  Albert  yet-  tives; 
^  he  has  been  fchoded  in  adverihy ;  he  is 
^^  chaftened  by  4iiappointinem ;  could  Idit 
^  Cover  K !s  retreat,  i  would  feek  him  in  anf 
^^  corner  of  tbe  globe»  and  divide  ^th  bim 
^'  the  pea€e  whicfa  is  now  tfae  inmate  of  my 
'^  breaiL  I  wouid  ceach  him^  in  Sufanna's 
^  wordsy  to  let  bis  love  flow  out  to  the  hu« 
'^  manrace.  It  is  with  the  tears,  wiped  front 
other  eyes»  that  we  heal  cur  own  bofonx 
wounds*  It  is  by  renouncing  feUifhneft 
^  and  cherifhing  fympathy,  thac  the  ooce 
^*  wretched,  defpairing  man,  reftored  to  the 
*^  privHeges  of  a  human  being,  leams  to  fay, 
"  *  It  is  good  for  me  to  havebeenafflidled»'  '* 
On  one  of  the  blank  pages  foUowing  th^ 
narrative,  Altamont  had  wntten  with  a 
pencil«  '^  My  kinfman  and  my  beae£ai&or, 
^^  whom  my  heart  has  £3  long  fought  i  The 
^*  myfterious  being  to  whom  I  am  (b  greatly 
"  indebted,  forfuch  you<:ertainlyare!  mif- 
^'  fortune  has  indeed  vifited  cur  houfe :  its 
^'  patrimony  is^dUfipated,  its  honours  lapfed, 

its 


^  its  name  almoft  forgotten.    We  are  all 

««  Wanderers  on  the  earth>$  but  thou  hadfl: 

^^  thy  Sufanna,  and  with  her  a  term  of  more 

^^  than  human  bappinefs.    I  too  love,  but 

f*  without  hope.     I  leave  my  country^  and 
^^  with  Jt  the  fole  objed  *who  could  imk# 

^^  life  worth  acceptance. 


» 
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'    CHAPTER  XVI. 

"pOR  ifie  firft  three  months  of  their  refi- 
dence  in  London,  neither  Adela  Bor 
Cordelia  had  much  inlercourfe  with  the 
■World.  The  formö-  was  reconciled  to  her 
retired  life  by  ihe  fociety  of  Vallancy,  who 
was  almoft  thdr  daily  gueft}  the  latter  had 
loft  all  rehÖi  for  gaiety,  and  coiild  ftie  have 
been  permUted  to  make  her  choice,  wouM 
have  gladly  devoted  herfelf  to  foUtude  and 
feclufion.  Whenever  (he  faw  her  father 
he  was  cordially  affeftionate  ;  and  Ihe  was 
almofl  perfuaded,  the  fornier  äu£tuations  ia 
his  deportment  had  been  occafioned  bj 
Mrs.  De  Lille's  jealoufy.  He  would  fome- 
rimes  confefs  the  errors  of  his  early  life  with 
fuch  apparent  candour,  that  flie  was  ready  to 
pronounce  him  incapable  of  deliberate  du- 
plicity  i  and  while  fhe  lamented  Mrs.  Glad- 
win's  eftraogemeüt,  believed  fhe  did  her  fä* 
tb«r 
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Aer  great  injuftice.  In  thefe  confidential 
oonverfations  De  Lille  fometimes  intiinated^ 
ihat  he  was>  addi&ed  to  play,  and  that  he 
mtended  ^  to  fettle  on  her  a  certain  fortunQ 
io  fecure'  her  from  the  effeds^  of  his  impru- 
dknce.  He  wonklthen  add^  that  he  pJaced 
BBplicit  confidence  in  the  reditude  of  her 
j^ndplesj^and'that  he  was  convinced,  the 
poffeifion  of  independence  would  never 
ffieaken  her  fenfe  of  filial  daty*  * 
.,1t  was  impoffible  that  fo  mueh  kisdüeft 
Oiould  not  touch  a  beartfo  tender;  fo  fufl« 
Deptible  of  filial  attachment«  Cordelia  was 
really.  endeared  to  her  fatber  by  the  (enfi^ 
vlity  fhe  now  difcovered  •  to  his*  attentions  ; 
be  became  the  darling,  not  of  his  heart^ 
3ut  his  fancy.  He  delighted  to  anticipate 
licr  fukure  eftablifliment  wiih  Sir  Frederic  ;  ' 
md  he  had  a  fort  of  malignant  latisfadion 
in  the  belief,  that  he  fhould  inflid  mortifi«» 
:ation  on  the  too  prefumptuous  Altamont, 
in  the  meantitne,  his  eleded  fon-in-law  was 
mutious  not  to  hazard  an  avowal  which 
night  exclude  him  from  the  privileges  of 
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intimacy  which  he  now  enjoyed«.  In  &bndt 
ting  to  the  reftridions  impofed  by  prudence^ 
he,  howerer,  perfifted  in  that  courfe  of  fmaH^ 
filent  attentions  vhich,  without  authoriziDg 
repuUe,  fufficiently  exprefs  attachment,  in 
adoptxDg  tbk  cautious  kne  of  condud,  he 
purfued  thecounfelsof  Mi&  Rouvigny^  who 
was  now  bis  cmßdante  and  bis  advocafe ;  and 
whO)  from  well-meant  zeal  to  eradicate  v^ 
fhe  coniidered  as  a  moft  unfortupate  pre« 
pofleffion,  feized  every  opportunity  to  eacdt 
Im  wortb,  and  depreciate  that  of  his  xmL 

Cordelia  was  not  infenfible  to  Sir  Fr»> 
deric^s  meric :  bis  fociety  was  really  pleafing ; 
fte  dtftrufled  not  the  reditude  of  his  prin« 
ciples ;  but  extreme  drcumfpe^Uon  often  pro- 
duced  in  bis  manners  a  fort  of  artificial  6igi- 
dity^  wbich  reprefled  the  genial  flow  of  fym« 
pathy  and  confidence ;  and,  without  attempl^ 
tng  to  define  her  feelings,  ibe  always  found 
fomething  wanting  to  perfieö  enjoytnent« 

Mifs  Rouvigny  certainly  injnred  bis  caufe 
whenever  fhe  hazarded  any  infinuation  wbich 
could  provoke  a  comparifon  between  bim 

and 


and Jkltamont,  whofe  brilliant  talents  daszied 
ihe  imiagiaation  of  Cordelk^  whilft  the  con-^ 
TiCixofi,  tbat  he  was  neither  profpevoiw  not 
»  happfj  fubdued  her  heartr  Then  flie  tfz» 
|)erfuadedy  that  he  loved,  wkhoiit  eheriihing 
hope,  and  became  ambitiousof  emuladng  hin» 
'  ia  difinter^ftednefs  of  fendment»  Sfae  recol-^ 
leäed  too  her  Obligation  to  bis  moüber^s  kind-r 
Hefe)  and  willingly  found  in  graikude  a 
plea  for  conftancy  and  ftability.  In  her  con- 
verCttioni  with  Adela,  however,  flie  fiever 
■mtioned  Altamont;  btic  l)er  friead  vaa 
Bow  perfe&Iy  aware,  that  it  was  fbr  his  (ake 
flie  profeiTed  her  reiblution  neVer  to  enfeir 
the  married  ilate. 

One  day,  perceiving  her  unufually  dö* 
jeded,  fhe  cxclaimed,  ^'  Cördelia,  what 
**  will  you  fay  if  I  give  you  ferne  intelligence 
^*  from  your  firft  preceptoi'?  You  muft 
**  know,  Sir  Frederic  has  accefs  to  that  pretty 
"  Mrs/Woodville,  with  whom  he  keeps  up 
**  a  conftant  correfpondence ;  and  who  being 
lately  in  want  of  money  was  fupplied  by 
Sir  Frederic's  liberality«      The  profegS^ 
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,  ♦*  ioformed  yonr  friend  of  ihe  circuniftan«i 

**  aod  here  is  a  note,  in  which  was  inclofed 

••  a  40I.  biU  for  repayment.    So  you  fee  he 

1  1*  caa  find  money  for  this  pretty  woman, 

**  we  will   hope,   for    his    friend's    fake; 

**  though  10  him  k  might,  perhaps,  bave 

[  **  been     indifferent    whether    the     fupply 

I  **  camc   from   Sir  Frederic   or  Mr.  Alla- 

f  •*  mont." 

!   .    Cordelia  took  the  note,  which,    to  her 

[  txtreme  furprize,  contüined  anacknowledg- 

I  fcwnt  of  the  money  !ent  to    Mrs.  Wood- 

ville,  and  a  requefl  ihal  he  would  accepC 

the  inclofed  in  payment. 

"  I  affure  you,"  added  Adela,  with  a  ma- 
licious  fmile,  "  I  had  fome  difficulty  in  coax- 
**  ing  that  bit  of  paper  out  of  him.  It  vas 
**  merely  to  quiet  your  apprehenfions  foc 
**  his  fafety  that  I  alked  the  boon ;  but  I 
*•  promifed  not  to  (hew  it  to  Vallancyf 
*'  fo  you  fee  he  is  well  at  leaft,  if  he  is  not 
"  happy." 

"  I  can  perceive, "  faid  Cordelta,   **  that 

"  heisatleafthonourableandindependent." 

It 
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tt  was  eafy  to  divine  her  friend's  motive 
111=  making  this  communication;  and,  for  the 
firft  rime,  it  occurred  to  her,  that  Sir  Fre- 
deric  vras  capable  of  artifice  and  duplicity. 
Her  efteem  for  Akamont  was  not  de- 
ftf oyed  by  the  infinuations  of  Mifs  Rouvig* 
ny,  who  confeffed  to  the  Baronet  wkh: 
fome  chagrin,  that  fhe  had  found  her 
.  friend  more  fceptical  than  (he  expe£ked/* 
■  This  intelligence  was  fu  (Seien tly  mortify- 
ing,  as  he  had  employed  in  this  fcheme  a 
confiderable  portion  of  ingenuity  and  ad* 
drds. 

•  The  idea  had  been  függefted  to  his  mind 
in  one  of  his  friendly  vifits  to  Mrs.  Wood- 
ville,  who  having  fent  to  London  the4oU 
draft  (he  had  received  from  Akamont,  which' 
was  fimply  an  order  on  Vallancy's  banker, 
was  inexpreffibly  chagrined  when  •  it  was 
returned  to  her,  with  the  unplea&nt  intima- 
tion,  that  the .  banker,  not  having  re- 
ceived  proper  notice  of  the  demand  refufed 
payment. 

1-5  Sir 
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Sir  Fredericj  who  was  Ctting  with  her 
no  the  receipt  of  the  letter^  perceiving  the 
change  in  her  countenance,  eafily  prevailed 
on  her  to  explain  the  nature  of  her  em« 
barraffinent.  He  inftantly  offered  to  reäify 
the  miftake ;  fupplied  the  fum  fixe  had  ex- 
peä:ed  to  receive,  and  took  the  order  into 
bis  own  pofleflion^  adviiing  her  to  tranfinit  to 
Altamont  an  account  of  the  tranfa£tion. 

Mrs.  Woodvilie  obeyed,  and  her  letter, 
happening  to  reach  Altamont  nearly  at  the 
faxne  time  with  Vallancy's  laconic  epiftle, 
excited,  as  Sir  Frederic  had  forefeen,  ftrong- 
refentmenc  for  his  friend's  levity  and  caprice. 

Too  much  ofFended  to  avow  difpleafure, 
he  returned  no  anfwer  j  but,  fcorning  to 
rcmain  under  an  Obligation  to  Sir  Frederic 
Mowbray,  borrowed  of  Mr.  Bruce,  and 
remitted  to  him  a  drait,  inclofed  in  the  note 
which  had  been  fiiewn  to  Cordelia.  Sir 
Frederic  preferved  this  note  with  malicious 
care;  and  when  Mifs  Rouvigny  intimated^^ 
that  fhe  feared   Cordelia  was  rendered  im- 

• 

eafy  by  Altamont's  fUence,   he   ventured 

with 
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with  foine  hefitation  to  produce  "his  figna^ 
ture,  as  a  proof  of  bis  exiftence ;  he  tken 
related  as  much  of  the  hiftory  appended  to^ 
the  note  as  füiited  his  own  purpofe^  smd- 
left  her  to  make  what  report  ihe  pleafed  U> 
Cordelia ;  but  wich  a  ftrid  injun€Uon  not  to* 
divulge  it  to  Vallancy.  For  this  injunäiot^ 
he  had,  whenever  dcteöion  (hould  occur,. 
the  alUprevailing  plea,  that  he  would  not 
give  htm  pain ;  a  plea  every  day  perv«rte<» 
to  glofs  over  duphcity,  and  (and^  deoep^ 
tion.  Had  Adela  poSeflfed  bh  addre(e>  the 
mcntion  of  Mrs.  Woodville*s  correfpon»' 
dence,  fupported  by  this  document,  mighc 
have  made  fome  impreffion  on  Cbrdelia*isr 
mind  ;  but  her  friend's  motives  were  too^ 
palpable  to  be  miftaken,  and  fhe  perhaps^ 
was  more  than  ever  attached  to  Altamont  ji 
not  for  correfponding  with  a  young,  and 
pretty  woman,  but  for  being,  as  fhe  cott*~ 
ceived,  afperfed  by  calumny.  In  this  ity^ 
ftance,  the  Baronet  did  not  fpeculate  witfe 
his  ufual  feiicity,  being  lowered  in  her 
cfteem   at    the    very   moraent   when-    he 
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expeded  ta  make  fome  progrefs  ia  her  rc-. 
gard. 

His  paüion  was  now  fuftained  by  a  fpirit  of 
oppofuion  that  ill  accorded  with  the  tender- 
nefs  of  affeÖion.  Like  the  gamefler,  he 
had  hazarded  every  thing  on  a  fingle  ftake ; 
and,  beyond  the  attainment  of  fuccefs, 
I)ad  no  dreams  of  felici'ty,  no  anticipatioos  of 
diat  mutual  confidence  and  fecurity,  v?hich 
«■e  the  true  fources  of  domeftic  endearment. 
As  Tiisgratification  was  felfiA  it  was  limited. 
Confcious  that  he  def^rved  not  Cordelia's 
love,  he  was  unable  to  conceive  that  he 
Ihould  ever  difcard  the  vigilance  and  caution 
of  jealoufy.  In  obtaining  her  hand,  he  ex- 
pefted  not  to  iätisfy  her  heart :  ia  fupplant- 
ing  his  rival;  he  hoped  not  to  engrofs  the 
feelings  fo  long  devoted  to  another.  Many 
drcumftances,  however,  confpired  in  his 
&vour  i  he  had  all  the  privüeges  of  friend- 
ihip  }  and  month  aft^  month  elapfed  with- 
out  produdng  any  tidings  of  Altamont, 
who  was  now  almoft  difmiiTed  from  Mifs 
Rouvigny's  mind ;  whilft  Cordelia  fo  rarely 
pro- 
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pronounced  bis  natne,  that  to  all  but 
Sir  Frederic  it  migbt  have  appeared,  that 
the  interefting  fubjeft  of  ber  tbougbts  was 
configned  not  merely  to  filence  but  to  ob- 
livion. 
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■  CHAPTER  XVII. 

A  LTAMONT  had  left  England  wlth  ti 
perfuafion,  that  Sir  Frederic  Mowbray 
would  now  devote  his  hand  and  hearl  to 
Cordelia.  To  relieve  the  tortures  of  fuf- 
peafe  he  had  written  to  Mrs,  Woodville, 
Land  was  inexpreffibly  chagrined  to  find  ftie 
I  was  fo  far  diftant  frora  Beachdale.  Unfor- 
tunately  loo,  though  Sir  Frederic  had  taken 
the  precauiion  to  inform  her  that  the  Ictter 
intrufted  to  his  care  had  been  loft,  ftie  had 
fupprefled  all  mention  of  this  circumdance;- 
purely  becaufe,  as  fhe  fuppofed  it  to  have 
been  written  on  her  account,  Ihe  would  not 
occafion  additional  trouble  to  her  hulband's 
friend.  Altamont  was,therefore,difappointed 
at  Cc^rdelia's  filence,  though  without  having 
ever  hoped  for  her  correfpondence  ;  he  en- 
deavoured,  indeed,  to  perfuade  himfelf  he 
was  philofophic  enough  to  renounce  her.; 
and 


od  fancied  he  was  making  fome  progrefs 
B  his  reftoration  to  mental  independence^ 
rfaen  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Gladwin,  who, 
hough  fhe  no  longer  faw  any  of  the  De 
.alle's,  had  lately  heard  of  them  in  London, 
fBjDounced  the  intended  marriage  of  Val- 
Bncy  with  Miis  Rouvigny,  and  of  Cordelia 
0  Sir  Frederic  Mowbray. 

Though  the  fource  of  this  intelUgence 
ivas  fomewhat  fufpicious,  be  did  not^  at  firft, 
aiefitate  to  admk  its  authenticity ;  at  firft» 
Idq»  he  fancied  it  was  a  relief  to  eicape  from 
ttfpenfe  to  arrive  at  any  certainty  however 
anwelcome,  to  exchange  doubt  and  folici- 
»ide,  for  indifference  and  defpondence  :  but 
where  was  now  his  profeffion,  his  occupa* 
bion,  the  fphere  of  ufefulnefs  and  a£|ivity 
in  which  he  had  fo  lately  hoped  to  arrive 
at  honourable  emmence  ?  His  engagement 
had  been  formed  under  Cordelia*s  aufpicesj 
without  her  he  loft  the  energy  infpired  by 
hope ;  no  other  objefl:  could  gild  the  per- 
:^eäive  of  a  long  and  dreary  probation ;  he 
had  no  eameft  of  reward ;  no  folace  for  the 
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iaborious  purfuirs  and  diftafteful  dnidgery 
infeparable  from  the  profefljon.  Like 
■Woodville,  he  had  dwelt  loo  much  in  hb 
own  world ;  he  was  too  familiär  wiih  ihe 
drcams  of  fancy,  too  rauch  refined  by  fafti- 
dious  fenfibility,  for  perfevering  exertion  or 
Itealihful  enjoymeiit.  Relieved  from  all 
smxiety  on  his  mother's  account ;  he  had  no 
mütives  of  duly  to  roufe  him  from  inaftU 
yity  ;  he  had  almoft  determined  to  renounce 
Jiis  Engliih  connexions,  and  make  a  pedef- 
tttäxi  tour  over  Europe,  when  love,  difguifed 
Sß  pride,  prompted  him  to  return  to  Eng- 
land, to  prove  that  he  was  ftill  ambitious  of 
Cordelia's  efteem,  and  not  unworthy  of  her 
friendfhip. 

He  had  no  fooner  arrived  at  this  decifion 
than  his  latent  hopesrevived,  and  hebecame 
impatient  to  comtnence  bis  jouraey.  No 
obje£tions  were  ftarted  by  his  mother  or 
Mr.  Bruce ;  but  to  execute  a  commifHon 
for  the  latier,  hc  made  a  deviation  from  tbe 
regulär  road,  which  confiderably  retarded 
his  progreis.  Frovoked  by  thefe  uofeafoa- 
abfe 
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ible  deläys^  he  was  amazed  at  his  recent  lift- 
kflhefs  and  refignation^  and  magnanimoufiy 
refolved  never  again  to  fubmit  to  the  fame 
impreSion.  Impatieace  became  his  a£Uve 
principle,  tili  he  found  him£elf  near  Loa« 
don,  when»  by  a  ftrange  contradiäion,  he 
wiflied  himfelf  at  a  hundred  miles  diftance^ 

To  what  purpofe  fhould  he  be  near  Cor- 
delia if  they  never  meet  ?  and  how  {hall  he 
intrude  on  her  fathar's  notice  i  how  endure 
the  exultation  of  her  fuppofed  lover  ?  Since 
his  arrival  in  Engtand  he  had  already  ob* 
ferved  in  the  papers  an  intimation  of  Val« 
lancy's  nuptials,  but  not  one  fyllable  of  Sir 
Frederic  Mowbray,  He  ftill  indulges  a  hope 
that  refifls  annihilation  j  and  as  he  rolis 
along  the  ftreets  feels  reanimated,  even  by 
'  the  confcioufnefe  of  breathing  in  the  fame 
city  as  Cordelia. 

When  the  carriage  ftopt,  he  fi^ered  his 
I>^gg3g6  to  be  carried  into  the  inn,  and  then 
proceeded  mechanically  towards  the  hotel 
where  he  had  laft  parted  from  Vallancy* 
As  he  approachied  the  houfe  he  feit  his  arm 
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grafped,  and,  tumlng  round,  bebeld  not  his 
Totatite,  thoughtlefs,  captious  friend,  bat 
riie  generous,  ihe  venerable  Haller.  *'  And 
•*  am  I  fo  foon  forgotten  i"  faid  the  fage, 
perceiving  his  amazement.  The  joy  that 
fiuflied  from  Altamont's  eyes  contradifted 
the  aflertion ;  mutaal  enquiries  and  expbna' 
tions  fucceeded ;  and  Altamont  learnt  that 
Halkr  had  arrived  in  London  but  ihe  pre- 
ceding  evening,  and  was  to  leave  it  in  a  fcw 
faours.  **  Lct  US  fpend  this  little  inlerva! 
**  together,"  faid  the  old  man,  condußing 
him  to  his  quarters  j  *■  and  now  teil  me 
'*  that  you  are  preparlng  to  prove  yourfelf 
•*  an  Englifliman.  It  is  time  I  fliould  heax 
*'  of  your  exertions,  as  well  as  your  attahy 
"  ments," 

Altamont  fliook  his  head.  **  It  is  tnie- 
*'  I  came  to  this  country  with  the  re- 
**  folution  to  redeem  wafted  time,  but  a 
*•  (pell  overhangs  my  deftiny,  and  there  is 
**  one  contingency  on  which  I  ftiould  leave 
"  it,  perhaps,  for  ever." 

"  Roufe, 


^  Roufe,  AltamonC ;  a  noble  mind  fhould 
^  break  the  enchantment.  Is  reafon,  trutb, 
*^  or  principle  to  hang  ftifpended  by  a  poor 
^  coQtingency?  This  fophiftry  is  al!  paffion 
**  and  delufion ;  you  dream  tonight,  yoa 
^  will  awake  to-morrow;  you  will  the.next 
^  day  wonder  whence  came  the  phantoni 
••  ib  lately  invefted  with  omnipotence/* 

Altamonty  convinced,  but  not  perfuaded^ 
ivas  nnable  to  reply;  there  was  a  fhort 
paofe,  wben  Halkr  faid,  '«Where  is  the 
^^  Yolatile  Vällancyi '  and  his  fedate  grand-^ 
^  father  i  Where  is  the  poliihed  De  Lille, 
^  and,  above  all,  the  ingenuous  Cordelia  ?'' 

'*  With  Vallancy  I  have  lately  had  no 
**  correfpondence  ;  but  I  find  he  is  foon  to 
**  be  married  to  Mifs  Rouvigny ;  and  Cor- 
"  deliato  Sir  Frederic  Mo wbray.*' 

**  Indeed,"  faid  Haller,  looking  incre- 
dulous,  ^^  I  fhould  almoft  doubt  that  intelli* 
^  gence." 

Altamont,  thrown  oflF  bis  guard,  ex- 
daimed  with  rapture,  "  You  really  doubt  ? 

^  She 
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^^  She  18  in  London ;  when  wil^  you  vifir 
^^  her  ?'• 

^'  Not  tili  I  have  accompUihed  the  pur* 
**  pofe  for  which  1  left  Germany..  Not  tili 
**  I  retum  from  the  retreat  to  which  I  am 
^'  now  haftening)  perhaps  for  her  fake  j  an 
«  old  man  is  not  fwayed  by  conüngendes; 
**  and  the  young  man  who  would  rife  above 
^*  an  ordinary  level  in  fame  or  TiFtue^  mufl; 
^^  reftrain  the  v^grant  impulfes^  which 
**  either  render  him  weak  or  wicked,  mi» 
*•  ferable  or  contemptible." 

He  then  changed  the  fubjef);.  Altamont 
was  again  fenfible  to  the  influence  of  bis 
precepts. 

"  YoU'  will  call  me  unfeeling/'  faid 
Hailer,  <^  if  I  teil  you,  that  the  roots  of 
"  human  mifery  are  to  be  found  in  an  ill 
^^  regulated  Imagination.  To  you,  indeed, 
*^  mifery  is  but  a  name,  without  a  fubftan-» 
"  tial  Image  ;  but  if  you  can  fpare  me  two 
^*  hours,  I  will  introduce  you  to  a  fcene 
"  which  may  at  once  inipire  fortitude  and 
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J\:1tamont  readily  acquiefced ;  and,  reno- 
•vated  by  Haller's  incredulity  to  the  repoit 
•of  Cordelia's  marriage,  refolved  not  to  1^ 
tthe  morrow  clofe  without  mak^ng  an  effbit 
to  £ee  her« 


I 


CHAPTER  XVin. 

'T'HE  friends  ftepped  into  a  hackney» 
coach,  which  conveyed  them  lo  the 
«ntrance  of  a  prifon.  "  I  never  come  to 
*•  a  great  city,"  faid  Haller,  "without  pay- 
*'  a  vjfit  to  thefe  haunts  of  terror  and  re- 
**  morfe.  It  b  one  of  the  hardefi:  trials  I 
■'  can  impofe  on  my  nature,  and  is  the  only 
**  penance  to  whkh  I  now  fubtnic  for  errore 
*'  which,  I  truft,  have  been  expiated  by 
*'  former  fuffering.  I  carry  wilh  me  a 
*•  purfe,  which  affords  relief  to  fome  fevr 
*'  debtors;  but  for  the  other  unfortunates, 
**  what  ftiall  be  done  ?  Seldom  is  it  in  the 
*'  power  of  any  man  to  offer  hope,  and 
"  without  it,  what  is  confolation  ?  I  do  not 
*'  bring  you  here  to  foften  your  heart,  but 
"  to  call  your  attention  to  an  evü  which 
*'  demands  redreis }  the  debtor  is  immured 
*'  undcr 


"^  under  the  fame  roof,  and  oftra  Vfithm 
'^^  the  fame  cell^  as  die  criminal;  ai^d  th^ 
^^  mw  who  has»  perhaps,  been  only  weak 
^^  and  unfortunate,  is  degraded  by  aflbda- 
<^  don  wtth  the  guilty :  attend  to  this^,  and 
"  let  it  be  onc  of  your  future  objeös  to 
^^  removß  the  obioquy  fToni\your  nati(Hial 
^*  •  legiflacure/*     He  then  ufliered  him  into 
fome  of  the  condemned  cells  9  from  thence 
tbey  proceeded  to  the  other  court8  of  the 
prifon«    Haller  having  made  enquiry  coiip 
cernifig  fome  petty  debtors  whom  he  wiibed 
to  liberale^  and  not  cfaoofing  to  have  any 
witnefs  of  his  bcmnty,  defired  Altamont  to 
vmt  in  one  of  the  outer  courts^  whilft  he 
proceeded  on  his  mifSon  of  charity, 
'■    As  he  was  here  ruminacing  with  that  fo. 
lemn  awe  which  impreifes  an  unhacknied 
mind  oa  the  contemplation  of  human  cala<* 
mity,  he  obferved  a  pretty  little  boy,  about 
diree  years  old,    ifluing  from  one  of  the 
paflfages ;  holding  in  his  band  a  ball»  with 
which  he  was.  amufing  his  folitude.     Alta- 
mont drew  near»  not  a  little  furprized  ac 

his 
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bis  beaüty,  the  neatnefs  of  bis  idrefs,  and 
bis  air  of  gefttlenefs  and  courtefy,  Tbe  little 
fellow  at  firft  tetfeated,  as  if  be  bad  b^^ 
afraid  hc  fhould  be  drcumfcribed  in  bis  Ir- 
berty.  "  Where  dö  you  liv«,  my  pretty 
««  child  ?''  "  With  mamma."  «  And 
**  where  is  tbat  ?'*  Tbe  boy  tumed  towarch 
tbe  paflage  wbence  be  bad  iifued,  and  theü 
looked  back,  as  if  be  bad  offered  to  (hoW 
bis  babitation.  Altamont  followed,  almoft 
Rlechanically,  täl  the  chitd  led  bim  to  a 
door  wbich  was  feftened  witbin;  bere  he 
tapped,  calling  out  mamma ;  and  ^t  tbe 
found  of  bis  foft  plaintive  vofce  the  doof 
was  opened,  and  Altamont  was  admitted 
with  bim. 

The  room  was  fo  dark,  tbat  on  bis  firft 
entrance,  he  nierely  perceived  a  female 
figure  ftanding  on  one  Tide,  and  at  tbe  other 
cnd  a  man  reclining  on  a  couch ;  but  no 
fooner  was  the  door  clofed  than  tbe  lady 
uttered  a  piercing  fhriek,  and  he  recognized 
Mi^,  WoodvIUe;  her  hulband,  ftarting  from 
bis  retreat^  fiew  to  her  relief,  but  on  dif» 

covering 
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covering  Altamont,  fpread  bis  bands  over 
his  face;  whil((  bis  wife,  falling  on  her 
knees,  exclaimed,  ^^  Oh,  do  not,  do  not 
*<  ruin  bim ;  for  mercy's  fake  befriend 
<«  bim/'  In  the  utmoft  aftoniihment  Alta« 
mont  demanded  an  ezplanadon.  *'  Do  you 
'  *^  not  know?  Oh,  yet  then  all  is  well!''  and 
rifing  with  precipitation,  ibe  bolted  the 
door,  and  looking  around  with  fearfiil  vigi- 
lance,  faid,  almoff  in  a  whifper,  ^^  Then 
•*  pray  don't  fay  you  knew  bim ;  you  could 
**  not  bear  to  betray  bim ;  'twould  break 
**  your  heart  to  do  it ;  oh,  your  heart  is 
^«  kind  and  good,  I  know  it  weih" 

Here  Altamont,  recoUeding  the  terrible 
impreflion  he  had  received  ön  the  heath, 
exclaimed,  "  Oh!  Woodville,  can  I  believe 
*•  what  I  have  feen,  what  I  now  fee  ?'* 

"  No,"  cried  his  Wife,  clafping  her  hands 
in  agony,  "  no',  no,  you  have  not  feen,  you 
**  merely  fancied  that  you  faw ;  'twas  all  a 
**  dream ;  you  did  not,  could  not,  know 
«  bim/' 

VOL.  II.  M  At 
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At  this  moment,  Woodville,  uncovering 
his  face,  cried,  "  Do  not  talk  thus,  my 
*'  love  ;  for,  funk  as  I  have  been,  wretchcd 
"  as  I  rnuil  be,  i  would  not  purchafe  ex- 
*'  iftence  by  a  friend's  perjury." 

"  But  Sir  Frederic,"  (he  cried,  "  has 
'*  affured  me  there  can  be  no  other  evi- 
"  dence  produced."  At  the  name  of  Sir 
Frederic,  Altamont  liftened  with  yet  ftronger 
intereft  ;  and  he  now  tearnt  that  Woodville, 
who  had  returned  but  a  few  weeks  before 
frora  the  Wert  Indies,  had  been  recognifed 
by  De  Lille  in  the  gallery  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons;  and  beiiig,ashefuppofed,  traced 
to  his  lodging,  was  the  next  morning  ap- 
prehended  aiid  taken  into  cuftody. 

After  his  commitment,  Sir  Frederic  had 
vifited  him  in  prifon,  profelTed  the  utmoft 
forrow  for  hb  lituatioD,  and  declared,  that 
had  De  Lille  been  apprifed  of  his  former 
incimacy  with  Vallancy,  he  would  by  no 
means  have  engaged  in  the  profecution.  He 
added,  however,  that  as  Altamont  had  been 
ftated  Ig  be  the  only  wiinefs  of  the  iafl,  it 
5  was 
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was  impöflible  to  criminate  him  witfaout  bis 
teftimony ;  and  that  on  the  failure  of  fuch 
evidence  he  mufl:  be  difcharged  without  a 
trial. 

^  Vallancy,  though  unable  to  prevail  oq 
himfelf  to  vifit  a  prifon,  had  remitted  money 
through  the  medium  of  Sir  Frederic,  and 
had'  written  to  Geneva  to  acquaint  Alta- 
mont  with  the  melanchoiy  tranfadion,  and 
to  prevent  his  immediate  retum  to  England« 
Having  related  thefe  partictxlars, .  Mrs» 
Woodville,  throwing  herfelf  at  Altamont's 
feet,  exclaimedy  ^^  If  you  are  feen  and 
**  known  we  are  undone.  Forgive  this  im*  ^ 
••  portunity ;  to  us  eyery  moment  is  pre*  * 
*^  cious:  fave  him,  and  my  children  will 
•*  ever,  ever  bleß  you.** 

Here  the  little  boy  put  up  his  hands,  in 
Imitation  of  his  mother,  whiUt  the  father 
exclaimed,  "  When  I  firft  came  hither  ihe 
**  believed  me  innocent ;  when  I  confefied 
all  to  her,  I  feemed  to  have  nothing  more 
to  fuffen  Altamont!  ihould  I  die  by 
your  evidence,  I  mufl:  yet  ble&you  as 
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I  •*  my  preferver :  you  faved  me  frotn  that 
1  *•  defperate  deed ;  your  voice  recalled  me 
1"**  from  perdition!" 

f  "  Ceafe,  if  you  would  not  kill  me," 
►    cried  Mrs.  Woodville,  direäing  an  implor- 

mg  took  to  Altamont. 
L       "  Be  calm,  dear  Madam,  I  will  inftantly 
w  •*  fly  froni  tbis  country :  from  me  you  (hall 
I  **  have  nothing  to  fear ;"  then  haftily  iiii- 

bolting  the  door,  he  was  prepariiig  to  wiih' 
L  draw,  when,  to  his  confternation,  the  ve- 
I  oerable  Haller  entered.     A  deep  crimfon 

flufhed  Woodville's  cheeks,  and  his  wife 

obferving  that  Akamont  was  known  to  the 

ftranger,  ftaggered  to  a  feat,  and  funk  down, 

the  image  of  defpondence. 

"  Am  I  quite  forgotten  ?"  faid  the  läge, 

wilh  a  mildly  reproachful  afpe^t. 

"  Never,"  cried  Woodville,  *'  never  can 

■'  I  forget  the  debt  of  gratitude  I  owe  you." 
**  I  fear,"  faid  Haller,  "  you  are  now 

"  fuffering  under  ftill  greater  calamity  ;  but 

**  you  are,  I  doubt  not,  fupported  by  the 

'*  confciouüiefe  of  innocence." 

There 
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There  \ras  a  momentary  paufe.  Mr^. 
Woodville,  recovering  prefence  of  mind, 
exclaimed,  '^  Oh  yes,  he  is,  he  muJl  be 
•'  iimocent.** 

**  Then  fear  nothing ;  it  is  the  privilege 
■•*  of  every  Englifiiman  to  be  proteäed  by 
••  the  laws  of  his  country»  If  this  charge 
*'  be  brought  forward  in  malice,  ät  will  be 
-"  defeated  of  its  end/* 

Here  Woodville,  raifing  his  eyes,  whilil: 
a  hedic  colour  flufhed  his  cheeks,  faid, 
•*  Your  friend,  Sir,  can  beft  explain  why 
-^*  I  am  here ;  and  as  the  lad  favour  I  fhall, 
•*  perhaps,  ever  afk,  I  eameftly  befeech 
*^  him  to  relate  to  ydu  all  he  knows  of  this 
**  unfortünate  tranfadion.*' 

At  thefe  words  his  wife  relapfed  into 
terror ;  her  limbs  fhook— her  heart  beat 
audibly — the  cold  drops  of  fweat  ftood  on 
her  forehead — her  ups  moved— (he  ftrug- 
gled  to  fpeak,  but  a  convulfive  groan  alone 
efcaped  her. 

"  My  love,  forgive  me/'  cried  Wood- 
ville ;  *^  but  I  would  not  deceive  my  bene- 
"  fador  for  worlds.     No,  no,"  added  he, 

M  3  his 
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his  eyes  once  more  beaming  with  genef ous 
exultation»  ^^  there  is  a  f  oint  of  degradap 
*'  tion  not  to  he  furvived.** 

Haller  now  compF'ehending  tbe  whole, 
taking  her  band  with  a  lock  of  meffid)Ie 
benignity^  faid,  ^^  Be  comforted,  we  are  aH 
"  fiaithful  friends." 

Woodville  tben  drew  from  lus  pocket  aa 
unfiniihed  letter,  and,  giYing  it  to  Altamon^ 
faid,  '^  This  will  e:iqJaia  whnt  canaot  be 

« 

«<  excufedi*' 

At  that  moment  Haller  pronounGed  la 
iarewel  in  the  moft  footbing  accent*  Alta^ 
mont  foll«wed  him  in  filence  to  the  pordd 
of  the  prifon,  where  having  re«entered  tbe 
coach  that  was  in  waiting  for  them^  he  drew 
up  both  glafies,  and  leaned  back  in  bis  feat  as 
if  be  had  flill  been  confcious  to  Mrs.  Wood- 
yille's  terrors.  After  a  moumful  paufe,  he 
began.to  relate  the  adventure  on  the  heatb; 
but  fuddenly  interrupting  hitnfelf,  exclaimed, 
"  And  yet  it  feems  but  a  dream,— the  man 
**  to  whom  I  have  looked  up  with  fuch  ad- 
^^  miration;  the  accompliflied  being  to  wbofe 

*'  precepts 


precqits  I  ittre  ib  onsL 

I  fee,"  rep!ied  Esujcr,  ^  iisv  x  xsc 
**  been :  yoo  fhall  aSgix  ac  äe  iksas&y  '■018: 
*^  I  recum  to  the  piüaB,  »  c?ve  äot  ^piu- 
**  fort :  wait  boc  bsrt  sl  itfnc.  soiL  ^itsik 
«<  fiiall  hear  wbai  hm  jsSesJ^ 

Tbis  fuggdtioawa^  pBsdaec 
vrathdrew  to  apmaee 
read  xhe  kXkmim^lazarz 

«  It  is 


*^  yoo; — CO  me  k  a^gnan  is^ 

«c  many  ages.      I  aex^ 

<*  avful  cbas^cft ;  I  ises-^  ialc^n.  lun  jvci 

««  an  abyis  of  saberj  .  S»:i-*t.'»  vax  ^^r« 

'^  comprehcsid  by  viac  ffiscxarfca  Z  tsfi^ 

'^  beai  involrtd  21  tha  £33>su:<:iu  raiÄmi^ 

**  I  could  hart  g:i^T>iri*fl  x.-  i  -r- ,  iiä  MrfU 
•*  was  too  obfT3C«ä.i  t>  se  judisi-  I  iä;  in^ 
"  happily  chenibad  a  äsiranÄir  sr  *:rvum  ^ 
•*  whJch  led  me  5>  ^vrxjt  -c  irr-v.-*:'! 
"  circuoiflances  all  tie  *rr^ri  n  r,^  v-n* 
"  duö,  all  the  fr£ra:fr>i  ->r  r^^-  r^;^-»- 
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^*  At  prefent,  how  light  appear  thofe  evils 
"  at  which  I  once  repined,  and  which  my 
"  own  weaknefs  rendered  omnipotent.  Oh! 
**  Altamont,  when  I  recolled  at  what  phan- 
^^  toms  I  once  ftarted,  by  what  chimerical 
barriers  I  was  once  appalled  ;  and  look 
at  the  fubflantial  walls  of  my  prifon,  and 
feel  at  my  heait  tbe  infu£FerabIe  weight 
f^  of  remorfe,  I  am  ftupified  with  grief,  my 
^^  reafon  is  fhaken ;  I  iofe  my/elf  in  deep 
^^  and  fearful  amazement. 

"  The  true,  fource  of  my  mifery  has 
^*  been  the  weak  and  pernicious  indulgence 
'^  of  an  ardent  and  too  fufceptible  imagina- 
**  tion.  From  early  youth,  whilft  I  bafked 
*'  in  the  fiinfhine  of  profperity,  I  was  ac- 
**  cuftomed  to  impoverifh  my  flock  of  hap- 
pinefs  by  an  anxious  anticipation  of  en- 
joyment :  at  that  period  when  I  was 
called  amiable,  and  the  language  of 
candour  dwelt  on  my  lips,  I  harboured 
a  faftidious  fpirit,  repugnant  to  friendfliip 
and  benevolence;  I  meafured  charaäer 
**  bv  other  rules  than  thofe  of  truth  and 

'^  reäitudej 
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"  reftitudej  I  required  a  certain  fantaftic 
^  elegance,  a  romantic  delicacy  and  re- 
*'  finement,  to  excite  confidence  and  affec- 
^^  tion;  and  feldom  could  any  being  be 
^^  found  to  fatisfy  my  vifionary  expeäation« 
*•  When  it  was  my  fortune  to  tafte  of 
*^  adverfity,  to  be  expofed  to  trials  and 
*^  difappointments,  I  was  ftill  the  fame 
**  creature  of  impulfe,  the  fool  of  fancy, . 
^^  the  vidim  of  capiice !  I  can  now  difcem 
^'  the  modifications  of  egotifm  in  the  falfe 
^^  (hame  fhuddering  at  the  deteftion  of 
**  poverty;  the  fpurious  delicacy,  ihrinking 
**  from  exertion ;  the  mock  dignity,  not 
«*  only  refufing  folicitation,  but  almofl 
««  deprecating  affiftance.  Whatever  I  at- 
**  temptedj  failed;  my  eflforts  were  too 
•*  fpiritlefs  to  fucceed.  Often  were  the 
•*  interefts  of  my  wife  and  children  facri« 
*•  ficed  to  the  ftubbom  pretenfions  of  pride, 

and  the  puerile  affieäiation  of  magnanimity. 
At  length,  when  I  faw  the  dear  infants 
**  committed  to  my  care,  withering  with 

difeafe,  their  mother  faded»  and  myfelf 

M  5  "  wafting 
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**  wafting  in  premature  decay,  I  became 
"  iniprefled  witli  a  dreadful  prefage,  that  I 
"  was  deflined  to  commit  fome  atrocious 

*•*  crime. 
*'  In  vain  did  I  feek  to  efcape  this  new  , 
-  "  chiraera  of  a  reftlefs  imagination.  It  was 
*'  a  dark  fpeck  ever  flitting  before  my 
*'  fight ;  and  ftiuddering  at  the  penalties  of 
*•  remorfc,  I  longed  iiioft  paflionately  for 
"  the  momcnt  of  my  diiTolution.     One  day 

•  **  when  I  had  left  home  to  attend  a  few 
"  ^  pup'ils,  and  afcerwards  faiied  in  my  ap- 
"  pllcatiop  for  money  which  was  really 
••  owtng  to  me,  but  for  which  I  flill 
*'  wanted  the  courage  to  prociaim  my 
**  prefling  necelHties ;  it  fuddenly  occurred 
'*  to  me,  that  if  I  was  to  leave  London  and 
*'  enter  as  a  faüorj  I  thculd,  at  leall,  efcape 
*'  ihe  ignominy  of  a  jail,  with  which  I  had 
"  been  repeatedly  menaced  by  an  impatient 
**  creditor.  Ihadbeenwanderingall  theday, 
"  and,  on  retuming  in  the  evening,  fancied 
"  I  caught  a  glimpfe  of  jour  fece,  and 
*'  that  you  looked  after  me  as  if  you  ex* 
"  pefted 


VALSINORE.  251 

^^  peäed  a  recognition;  ta  efcape  fuch 
^^  notice,  I  proceeded  in  an  oppofite  direc« 
*^  tion  from  my  own  habitation,  to  the  weft 
^'  end  of  the  town :  from  a  fudden  impulfe 
**  of  defperadon,  I  placed  myfelf  on  the  top 
*^  of  one  of  the  public  ftages,  and  was  con- 
^«  veyed,  before  morning»  to  a  confiderable 
*<  diftance  from  London.  Luckily  I  had 
*^  left  it  doubtful  whether  I  fliould  retum 
*^  to  my  wife  on  that  evening;  I  therefore 
'*  trufted  (he  would  not  experience  much 
^*  folidtude  for  my  abfence.  I  proceeded 
^*  without  any  fettled  purpofe  to  an  obfcure 
^*  village,  and  there  finding  my  mon^y  re- 
duced  to  one  fhilling,  and  having  nothing 
in  niy  pocket  but  a  piftol,  which  with  fu^ 
perfluous  caution  I  had  been  accuftomed 
**  to  carry  with  me  in  my  little  excurfions 
near  London,  LaUghted ;  and  having  pro- 
cured  bread  to  fatisfy  hunger,  ftrucic 
into  the  neighbouring  fields,  and  there 
^^  fpent  feveral  hours  in  gloomy  folitude^ 
^<  abandoned  to  the  moft  dark  and  terribU 
<<  meditations» 

M  6  ^<  Hitherto^ 
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*^  Hitherto,    ardently  as  I   longed  for 

"  death,   the  idea  of   fuicide  had   never 

**  been  admitted  to  my  mind.     The  rites 

*^  of  our  church  had  fendered  it  abhorrent 

to  my  thoughts  5  but  now,  that  the  felf- 

created  phantom  of  Imagination  purfued 

my  fteps,  that  the  fcaffold  or  the  gibbet 

■ 

"  röfe  before  my  eyes,  that  I  faw  my 
children  ftigmatized  for  my  wretched 
fake,  I  refifted  no  langer;  I  even  believed 
'^  they  would  find  friends  when  I  was  no 
longer  with  them ;  and  thät  the  curfe 
by  which  I  was  purfued  would  be  re- 
^*  pealed  when  my  fate  was  fevered  frotn 
theirs.  From  this  fuggeftion  I  gained  cou- 
rage,  and  only  waited  for  a  favourable 
**  moment  to  fulfil  my  awful  purpofe.  At 
**  this  moment  I  was  accofted*by  ä  beggar- 
*^  woman,  with  two  helplefs  infants,  foli- 
"  citing  my  charity ;  I  ftarted  from  her, 
**  with  horror ;  my  own  wife  and  fatherlefs 
**  children  came  before  my  eyes  !  I  curfed 
•*  my  cowardly  purpofe  of  defertion  j  and, 
^^  rufhing  towards  the  beath,  exclaimed, 

"  '  Rather 
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•*  *  Rather  let  me  perifh  for  their  fake 
•*  in  fulfilling  my  deftiny/  *  ***** 
•*  Altamont,  you  can  fill  up  this  blank. 
•^  You  well  know  whofe  voice  arrefted  my 
«*  band,  and  recalled  me  to  reafon  and 
**  nature.  I  inftantly  returned  to  the  road, 
*•  and,  facrificing  pride  to  duty,  folicited 
*^  and  obtained  a  gratuitous  conveyance  to 
•*  London. 

•*,When  I  arrived,  it  was  yet  early;  I 
**  fcarcely  ventured  to  hope  I  ihould  find 
^^  any  one  rifen  in  our  habitation ;  I  even 
*'  dreaded  to  enquire  for  my  wife.  I  was 
*•  prepoffeffed  with  the  idea  that  fome 
'*  new  calamity  had  befallen  her  in  my 
**  abfence.  I  approached  the  houfe  with 
«*  trembling  limbs ;  I  fcarce  lifted  the 
**  knocker,  and  then  dropped  it  with  a 
•*  moft  feeble  found ;  but  it  was  fufficient 
**  for  my  wife's  wakeful  ear,  fhe  hurried 
"  down  ftairs,  fhe  could  fcarcely  contain 
**  her  tranfports  at  my  return.  My  firft 
"  impulfe  of  joy  was  quickly  changed  for 
**  contrition  and  remorfe;   I  evaded  her 

"  enquiries, 
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*<  eoquiries,  but  I  could  not  filence  her 
rapturous  exciamations  for  my  fafety«  I 
fecretly  blefled  heaven  for  my  efcape; 
*'  I  wondered  at  my  own  perverfion  and 
**  delufion ;  and  vowed  never  again  to 
**  defert  her. 

**  I  was  foothing  her  with  thefe  afTurances 
"  when  the  door  was  opened,  and  afterthe 
<f  circumlocuüon  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  the 
**  writ  was  ferved,  on  which  I  was  con- 
^*  dufiied  to  prifon^  but  almoft  immediately 
**  h'berated  by  the  munificence  of  a  venera^ 
**  ble  man,  who  had  no  fooner  leamt  that 
**  you  had  been  my  friend,  than  he  became 
**  my  benefafkor/* 

Here  the  letter  broke  oflF.  Altamont 
was  ftill  mufing  oa  its  Contents,  when 
Haller  re-entered;  from  whom  he  learnt 
that  Woodville  was  to  be  remanded  to  the 
prifon  of  the  county  where  the  oSence  was 
committed ;  he  added,  that  they  had  fettied 
a  plan  for  future  correfpondence :  on 
bis  difcharge  he  was  to  leave  England; 
and  then/'  added  Haller,  ^^  you  will  be  at 

liberty 
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*'  liberty  to  retum  to  it.  In  the  meantime, 
**  you  could  confole  me  much  by  partaking 
**  my  joumey ;  and  I  think  it  may  open  to 
^<  you  new  fources  of  pleafure  and  informa- 
*•  tion."  To  this  propofal  Altamont  re- 
turned  a  gratefiil  acquiefcence^  and  in  a  few 
hours  they  left  London  together. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

/^ORDELIA  was  naturally  fo  ingenuous, 
that  (he  experienced  peculiar  pain  in 
fubmitting  to  concealment; — confidence  was 
her  element ;  and  though  long  accuftomed 
to  fubdue  her  will,  fhe  knew  not  howto 
fupprefs  her  feelings ;  happily,  the  irkfome- 
nefs  of  her  fituation  was  foft^ned  by  the  in- 
genious  expedient  of  keeping  a  fhort-hand 
Journal,  which  being  written  in  a  charaöer 
fhe  had  learnt  froni  Altamont,  feemed  to 
eflablifh  a  certain  tacit  communication  be- 
tween  them. 

The  foUowing  extrafts  from  this  fecret 
regifter  of  fentiment,  will  fufEciently  prove 
how  little  time  and  abfence  had  diminifbed 
his  influenae  on  her  afFeäions. 

**  Another  day,  another  week  is  gone, 
"  and  like  the  former  has  not  left  one  vef- 
*'  tige  of  its  courfe.     I  feem  to  myfelf  to  be 
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^^  in  a  fort  of  trance,  in  which  my  moft  ac- 
^^  tive  faculdes  are  fufpended.  .Thofe  I 
*^  meet  with  to-day  I  fhall  forget  to-mor- 
^*  row ;  and  ihould  I  even  live  with  them  a 
**  Century,  I  (hould  ftill  know  them  as  little 
*^  as  at  this  moment :  every  thing  is  vague^ 
*^  defultory,  and  fhadowy;  the  phantoms 
'^  are  for  ever  chaüging ;  my  own  fadhefs 
**  remams  the  fame*  A  year  ago,  how  dif- 
'*  ferent  were  my  feelings ;  how  delightful 
'^  was  the  month  into  which  we  are  now 
*f  entering.  Little  do  thofe  about  me  fuf- 
**  peö  my  real  motive  for  declining  to  join 
•*  the  brilüant  party  for  this  evening.  I  could 
**  not  fupport  the  contraft  prefented  by  a 
**  room  crowded  with  indiflferent  fpeftators, 
**  to  the  recoUeftion  of  that  delicious  fcene 
^^  which  nature  formed  for  our  hearts,  on 
*'  which  we  both  gazed  with  fuch  delight. 
"  It  was  there  that  confidence  was  eftabliflied 
**  between  us,  and  we  became  friends.  It 
**  appears  to  me  that  life'  commenced  but 
**  from  that  moment ;  and  I  hold  its  anni- 
**  verfary  too  facred  to  be  wafted  in  frivo- 
"  lou$  amufement. 

«  How 
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"  How  little  do  they  know  my  hcart, 
^  who  think  that  its  aflFedions  can  be 
"  checked  by  fo  poor  a  thing  as  vanity# 
•*  They  teil  me  he  is  fufcepdble  o£  im- 
^*  preffions ;  that  he  has  been  oft^ 
^^  touched,  bttt  never  attacbed  ;  that  he  re* 
^*  iifts  love,  and  that  ambition  is  the  maftef* 
**  paffion  of  his  fouL  I  can  iiften  to  s41  this 
^  with  pattence^  and  even  with  dodlity j 
**  and  yet  is  my  faith  ünfhaken  in  the  reäi* 
^^  tude  of  his  principles^  his  honour^  and 
integrity.  How,  indeed,  fhould  I  exaA 
conftancy  from  one,  who  received  no 
hope  ?  How  fhould  I  exped  him  to  waftt 
in  fond  futile  repinings  thofe  beft  and 
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moft  precious  years  of  his  exiftence  i  II 
^'  would  ill  become  him  to  yield  to  fuch 
*^  weaknefs.  How  many  women  will  he  find 
'•  to  confole  him  for  her  he  once  loved  ? 
•'  Yes,  it  is  proper  he  fhould  refpe£i:  him- 
^^  felf,  and  ad  up  to  his  dignity  ;  but  with 
me  the  cafe  is  quite  otherwife.  To  what 
purpofe  fhould  I  feek  to  wean  my  heart 
'^  from  him,  who  firft  infufed  into  it  the 

"  lore 
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<<  loYe  of  vir  tue  ?  For  whom  (hould  I  reclairh 
^<  thofe  long  dedicated  affedions?  For  an 
'^  eftablUhment,  a  title,  a  name  ?  Oh  how 
<*  (hall  1  leam  to  difcover  in  thefe  an  equi* 
**  valent  for  Herbert?  To  forget  him^ 
'*  would  be  a  dereli&ion  of  principle  and 
^*  fentiment,  a  degradation  of  charader^  an 
^*  apoftacy  equallj  bafe  and  contempdble. 
^^  What  a  perverlion  of  language,  to  talk 
^  of  aijoying  happineis  witb  any  but  the 

'  f <  bebgs  we  love  \  Happineis !  it  is  furely 
^  an  artutrary  idiom ;  I  lofe  all  conceptiicKi 
**  of  its  meaning)  when  Adela  teils  me,  Sir 
*^  Frederic  Mowbray  is  formed  to  give  nie 

'  •*  happinefs.  I  am  not  confcious  that  I  che* 
<^  rifh  any  prejudice  againft  him.  I  can 
^^  aflent  to  all  the  good  fhe  reports  of  this 
^^  man ;  and  yet  he  wants  that  dpennefs 
**  of  countenance,  that  manly  franknefs, 
•*  that  energy  of  thought  and  feeling» 
•*  which  can  alone  infpire  my  confidence. 
^*  He  is  too  cautions,  too  circumfpeä, 
**  too  meafured,  too  elaborate,  I  will  not 
"  fay  artificial,  to  give  me  pleafure.     A 

"  week 
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'*  week  has  been  fpent  m  diiSpation,  and, 
**  inethinkS)  I  was  never  more  eom- 
**  pletely  in  folitude.  I  endeavour  to  con- 
^*  ceal  what  would  be  called  extravagance 
^^  and  romance.  I  would  not  grieve  my 
father  by  declaring  that  fplendor  opprefles 
me  with  fatigue.  I  will  not  fliock  Adela 
by  confeffing  that  all  I  have  feen  in  tbis 
*•  great  city,  would  not  compenfate  for  the 
••  facrifice  of  one  dear  quiet  delicious  hour 
*^  at  Beachdale.  If  I  (hould  be  called  ro- 
^^  mantic,  I  cannot  help  it.  I  am  incapable 
of  ältering  my  taftes ;  pleafure  muft  be 
fpontaneous ;  I  cannot  force  my  heart 
to  dance  with  hope^  to  throb  with  delight. 
A  year  ago,  thofe  fenfations  came  to  it 
*'  without  a  prompter. 

*'  The  knot  is  tied.  Adela  will,  I  truft, 
**  be  happy  with  her  Vallancy  ;  gay,  I 
**  fhould  rather  fay,  fince  neither  of  them 
feems  to  underftand  the  penfive  fpirit  of 
happinefs.  They  know  not  how  much 
two  intelligent  heart s  can  beftow.  There 
**  is  a  little  world  within  the  foul,  to  which 

*«  they 
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•*  they  have  never  penetrated ;  it  was  furely 
^*  referved  for  the  unprofperous,  or  thofe, 
**  at  leaft^  who  have  no  part  in  the  revolu« 
**  tions  of  fortune.  It  is  the  paradife  of  ad- 
**  verfity,  into  which  the  great  cannot  enter. 
.  **  This  Sir  Frederic  gives  me  pain ;  his  at- 
*^  tentions  are  now  too  marked  tq  be  mif« 
*^  taken  ;  yet,  will  he  not  be  explicit  enough 
**  to  allow  me  the  privilege  of  explanatbn. 
**  1  have  repeatedly  avowed  before  him,  my 
**  eleftion  of  the  fingle  ftate :  he  has  feea 
**  with  what  firmnefs  I  wichilood  raillery 
•'  and  even  reproach ;  he  will,  perhaps, 
*'  fpare  us  the  mutual  pain  of  rejeflion.  I 
*^  fear  my  father  is  interefted  in  his  fuccefs. 
**  How  often  have  I  wifhed  that  he  had 
*'  another  daughter,  who  could  enter  into 
his  views  of  Hfe,  and  gratify  that  ambition 
of  which  I  am  unable  to  participate  !  I  am 
grieyed  to  difcover  this  etemal  barrier 
^'  between  us :  fometimes  he  looks  at  me 
**  with  fuch  pleafure,  and  fo  kindly  antici« 
'*  pates  my  wiflies ;  he  even  permits  me  to 
*^  be  his  almoner^  he  defires  me  to  diftri«^ 

"  but€ 
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^'  bute  a  part  of  bis  property  in  charity.  In 
<^  fuch  tnoments  1  would  give  the  world  to 
^  make  him  happy ;  every  thing,  but  my 
^*  heart,  and  that  is  inalienable/' 

Immediately  on  the  marriage  of  'Vallanqr 
and  Mils  Rouvigny,  they  fet  out  accom* 
panied  by  Cordelia,  on  a  tour  through 
Wales,  from  Mihence  they  proceeded  to 
Ireland,  with  the  intention  of  fpending  fome 
months  among  the  beautiful  fcenes  of 
Blillamey. 

The  bride  had  a  villa  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  Mucrufs ;  which  having  been  her 
father's  birth- place,  was  on  that  accoant 
particularly  feleded  for  their  retreat.  It 
was  a  houfe  in  the  cottage  ftyle,  ereäed  at 
the  foot  of  Greenhill,  and  commanded 
variöus  interefting  views  of  the  lake. 

Cordelia  was  chartned  with  the  retreat ; 
but  fhe  foon  found  that  it  was  fufficiently 
acceffible  to  fociety.  Several  of  -  Vallancy's 
acquaintance  were  in  the  neighboürhood,  as 
tourifts;  with  whom  many  parties  were 
formed^  and  many  aquatic  es;cur(ions  pro- 

jeäed. 
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jeöed.  .   The  firfl:  week  brought  another 
vifitor,  who,  to  the  Valiancy's  at  leafl:^  was 
ndther  unexpaäed,  nor  unwelcome:  thb 
was  Sir  Frederic  Mowbray,  who  had  fud- 
denly  difcovered  fome  ferious  call  of  bafinefs 
to  Dublin,  and  moft  ingenioufly  contrived» 
that  bis  friend  De  Lille  fhould  have  the 
fame    motives    for    taking    the    joumey. 
Sympathy  did  not,  however,  condud  the 
latter  to  Greenhill;  he  contented  himfelf 
with  paying  a  vifit  to  one  of  Sir  Frederic's 
fi^ends,  at  about  forty  miles  diftance,  where 
he  was  XufEciently  near  to  watch  the  pro- 
grefs  of  his  fuit,  and  to  aid  it  with  all  bis 
parental  influenae.     As  he  was  perfuaded 
that  Cordelia  had  no  correfpondence  with 
Altamont,  the  Baronet  hopied  to  find  her 
difpofed  to  receive  irtpreffions  in  bis  own 
favour;  he  trufled  (he  would  be  flimulated 
by  pique  or  jealoufy,  or  ambition,  to  give 
him  encouragement ;  but  he  was  deceived; 
her  rcjedion  was  decided,  though  foftened 
with  aifurances  of  efteem^  and  profefEons  of 
friendfiiip. 

Cor- 
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Cordelia  imagined  he  profefled  too 
much  delicacy  and  generofity  to  perfift 
in  bis  importunities;  buti  (he  alfo  was 
deceived ;  be  renewed  bis  folicitations,  en- 
forced  witb  all  tbe  etoquence  of  Mrs.  Val* 
lancy ;  be  even  protefted  be  fhould  rdin* 
qüiih  hope»  but  witb  life. 
.  Cordelia,  (huddering  at  bis  vehemence, 
exciaimed,  ^'  When  you  know  all,  you  will 
retraä:  this  fentiment/' 

For  tbe  firfl:  time  it  occurred  to  bim, 
that  (he  might  have  fornied  fome  clandeftine 
engagement,  and  be  cried  with  unguarded 
warmth,  "  Surely  you  cannot  belong  to 
"  anoiher  ?'* 

**  I  will  not  deceive  you.  I  have  formed 
*'  no  engagement,  but  to  you  I  darenotbe 
"  difingenuous.  You  a(ked  for  my  bearti 
"  and  it  cannot  be  given  twice.  After  this 
'*  franknefs,  you  will  not  I  am  füre  renew 
'*  tbe  only  fubjeä:  which  can  ever  make  a 
**  breach  in  our  friend(hip/* 

Difconcerted  by  her  ingenuous  fimplicity^ 
he  took  her  offered  band  in  füllen  filence; 

but 
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but  foon  recolleding  himfelf,  replied,  ^*  Bat 
*'  if  that  hearr  ihould  be  reclaimed,  fliould 
«  you  be  but  once  convinced,  that  it  has  been 
<^  thrown  away  on  one  who  cares  not  for 
'^  the  gem  I  would  glve  my  life  to  purchafe ; 
'^  fhould  it  be  proved  that  the  man  pre«. 
^^  ferred  to  me  is  an  uiigrateful  prodigal» 
^^  will  you  then,  Cordelia,  condeinn  me  to 

•^defpair?/' 

'<  I  did  not  exp^d,  Sir,  my  franknefs 

*^  would  extort  fuch  cruel  infinuations,  but 

^'  the  heart  which  had  been  fo    blafted 

^^  would  be  unworthy  of  your  acceptance;. 

**  and  pardon  me  if  I  add,  that  were  I  once 

**  fo  cruelly  deceived,  I  fliould  lofe  all  faith 

**  in  human  virtue/' 

Sir  Frederic  perceiving  he  had  gone  too 

far,  paflionately  conjured  her  to  pronounce 

bis  pardon. 

**  Well,  then,  let  all  the  pafl:  be  configned 

^^  to  oblivion ;  let  this  be  a  fareweU  to  the 

*<  fubjed.*' 

*^  It  will  be  more  eafy  to  fay  farewell  to 

«  life,  Cordelia/^ 

VOL.  II.  2f  She 
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She  left  him  with  extreme  fadnefs ;  feri« 
oufly  alarmed    by  bis  perfeverance,    and 
anxious  to  extinguiih  thofe  hopes'  (he  could 
not  realize.     She  immediately  wrote  to  her 
father,  avowing  what  had  paft,  and  entreat- 
ing  his  penniflion  to  retum  with  him  to 
England.      Though  naturally   timid,     the 
apprehenfion  of   exciting    hie   difpleafure, 
was  lefs  powerfui  than  the  dread » of  feiling 
in  her  own  internal  fidelity  to  Altamont. 
For  the  reft  of  the  day,  flie  avoided  her  im- 
portunate  löver ;  and  in  the  evening,  when 
the  Company  went   as  ufual  on  the  lake^ 
contrived  to  feparate  herfelf  from  him  en- 
tirely,  by  going  in  another  bärge.     Vexed 
at  this  defertion,  he  propofed  to  Mrs.  Val- 
lancy  to  land  at  the  peninfula,  to  explore 
the  habitation  of  a  reclufe,  who   had  for 
fome   time    lived    in    this    neighbourhood. 
Though  averfe  to   fociety,    he  had    been 
occafionally  met  in  his  lonely  rambles,  and 
was  often  fecn  in  a  light  boat,  navigated  by 
an  Irifh  boy,  who  formed  part  of  his  fmall 
hüufhold.     He  was  fuppofed  to   be  fond  of 

muficki 
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tnufick,  as  the  minftrels  of  Killamey  were 
often  hired  to  play  od  the  lake,  which  was 
it  a  fhort  dlftance  from  his  feqüeftered 
dwelling.  Mrs.  Vallancy's  curiofity  being 
ftrongly  excited  by  this  defcriptionj  the 
whole  party  landed  at  Camillan  Point.  The 
path  running  o?er  a  ledge  of  rocks,  proved 
tedious  and  fatiguing.     Vallancy  at  length 

obferved,  he  faw  no  veftige  of  any  huipan 

» 

habitation.  "Yet/*  replied  Sir  Frederic, 
««  you  are  now  within  a  few  paces  of  the  en- 
^'  trance ;  that  afli  tree  fprings  from  the 
•*  rock  which  conceals  the  roof.** 

Mrs.  Vallancy  advanced  with  redoubled 
eagemefs,  when  lo !  in  the  narrow  pafs  be- 
fore  them  appeared  two  men  bearing  a 
cofEn,  which  was  deftined  for  the  reclufe. 
At  this  unwelcöme  fight  fhe  ftarted,  and 
iniifled  on  turning  back  ;  fhe  even  retumed 
with  precipitation;  and  eagerly  refeated  her- 
felf  in  the  bärge,  as  if  fhe  had  flill  feared 
fhe  was  purfued  by  the  imageof  death.  Dur- 
ing  this  interruption,  Sir  Frederic  regained 
his  accuflomed  flation  by  Cordqlia.    Some 
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pf  the  Company  vaited  fbr  the  retum  of  the 
two  men^  from  tt^hom^  tbey  learnt,  that  the 
death  of  the  reciufe  was  occafioned  hj 
bis  having  fallen,  a  few  days  before,  from 
the  cliff ;  fome  internal  injury  having  cavfed 
bis  diflokition. 

*^  His  name/'  iaid  Sir  Frederic/  oblenr« 
ing  (he  was  interefted  in  the  fubjeä,  ^^  was 
*^  ^  fingular  as  his  chara&er :  he  was  odled 
"  Valfinore.*' 

*^  Valfinore  !  '*  echoed  Cordelia»  with  im« 
utterable  aflonifliment)  ^^  are  you  füre  it  was 
"  Vftlfmore  ? " 

*'  Yes,  that  was  the  name/' . 

Is  it  poflible,  thought  (he,  it  fliould  have 
been  Altamont's  myfteriou$  friend  ^  Sbe 
was  more  referved  than  ever  to  Sir  Frederic 
*f  he  name  of  Valfinore  brought  Alt^ont 
before  hereyes;  and  (he  could  fcarcelyfeel 
complacency  for  his  rival.  She  was  offended 
with  his  perfeverance ;  (he  fecretly  accufed 
him  of  wanting  delicacy  and  generofity; 
and  neithei.  looked  at  him>  nor  fpoke  to  him, 
but  with  repugnance. 

That 
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That  night  Cordelia  felicitated  herfelf  in 
her  Journal,  on  having  taken  the  firft  fteps 
to  eure  bis  paffion ;  but  tbe  next  mortung, 
fiie  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  bim 
miffing  at  tbe  breakfaft  table.  Mrs.  Val. 
lancy  infomied  her  with  mucb  chagrin»  tbat 
he  had  left  tbe  boufe  at  day-break,  and 
without  any  intimation  of  bis  retum.  '^  I 
^  am  grieved,  wrote  Cordelia,  tbat  I  treated 
«<  an  old  friend  vitb  fuch  unkindnefs :  wby 
**  would  be  not  fooner  prove  that  he  pof- 
^^  fefied  delicacy  and  generofity  ?  metbinks 
*^  I  would  fain  footb  bim^^tb  rehewed 
**  afiurances  of  my  efteem  and  friendfliip.** 
Tbefe  refledtions  prevented  her  not  from 
thinking  of  Valfinore :  but  tbe  fubjed  was 
dühifteful  to  Adela,    and  tbe  boufe    was 

« 

füll  of  Company,  and  refounded  witb  mufic 
and  iherriment. 

On  tbe  third  evening  after  Sir  Frederic's 
departure,  (he  excufed  herfelf  from  attend- 
ing  her  friends  on  tbe  lake,  and  indulged 
her  penfivenefs  with  a  ramble  to  Mucruls 
Abbey  ;  once  tbe  venerable  feat  of  mcmaftic 
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leamiHg,  and  ftill  the  populär  place  of  in- 
terment.  On  approaching  thefe  venerable 
^alls  ihe  pafled  an  oak,  that  appeared 
coeval  with  their  Foundation  ;  and  on  enter- 
ing the  grove  of  afli-trees  leading  to  the 
churcb,  ihe  feemed  to  have  fuddenly 
plunged  into  the  fhades  of  night :  ihe  found 
the  doors  of  the  Abbey  open ;  a  funeral 
proceiGon  having  juft  crofled  the  cloifter, 
towards  the  cemetery,  unattended  by  the 
crouds  and  boifteraus  clamours,  fo  common 
with  the  IriHi  people.  The  pall  bad  but 
£our  fupporters,  and  was  follewed  by  as 
xnany  moumers,  whofe  filence  deepened  the 
impreflions  of  religious  folemnity.  Cordelia 
approached  with  fecret  awe  the  patri- 
archal  yew;  whofe  dufky  foliage,  fitfuUy 
n)oyed  by  the  bat's  ruftling  pinions,  threw 
over  the  antique  pillars^and  each  long-echoing 
aifle  a  fort  of  fuperftitious  gloom  and  fearful 
obfcurity  ;  whilft  every  objecl  prefented  an 
knage  of  death,  or  a  memoria!  of  defolation. 
She  advanced  to  the  riarrow  poftern  through 
which  the  procei&on  had  difappeared,  and 

which 
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which  evidently  conduded  to  the  chambeirs 
of  the  dead.  As,  fhe  lingered  near  the  por- 
tal,  fiie  recalled  Altamont's.  defcription  of 
his  fenfations  on  defcending  toHeirculaneuin; 
and  was  (lill  meditating  on  this  fubjeä,  when  ' 
the  procefllon  re-crofled  the  cloifter,  and  ihe 
obferved  that  one  of  the  moumers  was 
miffing;  it  immediately  occurred  to  her, 
that  he  was  perhaps  the  only  one  really  in^ 
terefted,  in  the  fate  of  the  deceafed,  and 
that  he  had  retumed  to  the  grave  to  weep 
unobferved.  Touched  with  this  refiedion, 
ihe  waited  for  his  retum,  tili  ihe  £ancied  (he 
heard  a  deep  groan ;  pity  giving  her  cou- 
rage»  (he  was  advancing  towards  the  pafTage 
whence  the  found  proceeded,  when  (he  feit 
her  arm  grafped;  and  turning  round,  be- 
held  Sir  Frederic  Mowbray.  It  required 
fbme  fortitude  to  fupprefs  the  emotion  of 
terror  this  fudden  apparition  excited ;  bat 
her  own  agitation  feemed  not  equal  to  his« 
He  trembled  as  he  drew  her  away,  exclaim- 
ing,  "  Cordelia,  whither  are  you  going? 
**  let  me  bear  you  from  this  houfe  of  death/* 

N  4  She 


She  was  at  firft  paffive  from  furprize;  bot 
when  Ihe  reached  the  extremity  of  the 
cloifter,  fhe  recolle&ed  the  groan»  and  en« 
treated  him  to  retum  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
folitary  mourner. 

**  Let  me  firft  fee  you  in  fafety,'*  reph'ed 
he,  hurrying  her  on,  tili  they  again  emei^ed 
to  the  open  day,  where  fhe  perceived  De 
Lille,  who,  at  Sir  FredenVs  requeft,  tinder* 
took  to  explore  the  cloifters,  whilft  he 
attended  Cordelia  to  the  cottage* 

In  thehr  way,  he  informed  her,  tfaat 
having  met  ^vith  her  father  on  his  way  to 
Dublin,  he  had  retumed^with  him«  toOreen. 
hin,  "  Not,"  added  he  reproachfully, 
•*  again  to  ofFend  you  with  my  importu- 
*•  nities :  I  am  going  to  another  part  of  the 
*•  country.  I  fliould  not  even  have  ftaid 
**  here  one  night,  had  I  not  been  alarmed 
*•  for  your  fafety,  by  hearing  of  your 
**  folitary  ramble." 

**  And  what  danger  could  be  appre- 
*'  hended  in  this  peaceful  fpot  ?" 

«  Oh, 


•*  Ob,  Aere  is  danger  every  where.— 
**  Have  yoil  feen  no  one  ?  '* 

**  Only  a  funeral  proceflion.'* 

^^  And  had  you  really  no  motive  fbr 
•*  vifiting  this  fpot  ?  *' 

*^  What  motive  ihould  I  have?  I  know 
**  no  one ;  and  have  not  exchanged  a  fylla^ 
<*  ble  with  one  human  being/' 

Evidently  reliev-ed  by  this  aflurance,  he 
endeavoured  to  divert  her  attention  to 
another  fubjed,  by  obferving,  that  the  fb« 
neral  ihe  had  feen  was  that  of  the  reclufe. 

'*  How!"  cried  Cordelia,*  ^'  of  Valfi- 
*^  nore!  and  have  I  unconfdoufly  followed 
•*  him  to  bis  grave  ?  ** 

^^  And  what  interefl:  then  have  you  in 
^*  hisname?'* 

^*  Oh,  the  ftrongefl:  intereft  poffible; 
^^  but  it  is  not  my  own  fecret,  and  I  have 
^*  no  right  to  divulge  that  of  another.'* 

Sir  Frederic  again  «yed  her  with  fufpi-< 
cion,  and  walked  by  her  fide  in  gloomy 
filence.  When  they  reached  the  houfe, 
th^y  found  the  Vallancy's,  who  rallied  her 
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6n  her  tafte  for  foHtude ;  but  cordially  weU 
comed  back  her  companiom  Scarcely 
waiting  to  receive  their  compIimentSy  he 
hurried  out  to  meet  DeLille^  .vith'vrhom 
he  at  length  returned^  with.  ä  ftill  more 
perturbed  afped.  After  thefirft  falutaticmsi 
De  Lille  anaounced  his  intention.of  taking 
back  his  daughter  to  England.  Mrs.  Val- 
lancy  protefted  it  was  impoffiblec  but  Cor- 
delia inüfted  on  obeying  her  father's  fum* 
mons« : 

It  18  true/'    faid  he,  ***  I  am  coroe 

rather  abruptly :    but  I  do  not  defpair  of 

reftoring-  ha:  to  you  a  few  week$  bence. 

I  have  at   prefent  feriou3   ihotives  for 

claiming  her  fociety.*' 

Mrs.  Vallancy  again  refifted  :  but  wheii 
ihe  heard  it  was  bis,  Intention  to.  commence 
the  joumey  on  the  morrow  evening,  (he 
became  almoft  offended:  fince  ihe  had 
formed  a  party  for  Innisfallen,  and  could  not 
fubmit  to  Cordelia's  abfence.  De  Lille  wa9 
at  length  compelled  to  promifethat  fheihould 

partake 
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partake  of  tbe  excurfion»  before  AdelawDuld 
be  appeafed.  He  thea  drew  bis  daughter 
afide^and  faid,  ^^  Yoafee^  Cordelia»  whati 
*f  do  to  Obligo  yoi;i." 

^^  And  I  truft  yoa  wUl  not  find  me.tt% 
**  gratefiil/' 

<^  But  if  I  was  deftined  to  fiy  to  another 
••  country—  if  I  was  forced  to  goto  France 
••  inftead  of  England^  would  you  ftill  ac- 

company  me  ?  *' 

Can  my  father,  alk  tbat  queftion  ? " 

•*  You  would  not  then  repine  at  exile  ?*' 

"  Not  with  my  father.*' 

"  Well,  be  ready  for  your  departure  ; 
•*  we  muft  commence  our  joumey  to-morrow 
**  evening.  I  have  been  unfortunate,  but 
^^  whilfl  I  have  fuch  a  daughter  I  fhall  not 
**  beunhappy.'* 

Cordelia,  who  had  expeded  reproofs  and 
difpleafure,  was  fo  touched  with  this  un- 
looked  for  kindnefs,  that  flie  melted  into 
tears*'  The  folitary  moumer  and  the  redufe 
were  difmifled  from  her  mind}  even  the 
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Iiiiuence  of  Altämont  yielded  for  die  pre- 
fent  to  her  filial  ientiments:  and  (he  longed 
«n^ift  ardently  to  difcover  the  caufe  of  her 
father's  uneafinefs,  and  to  adminifter  fym« 
•pathy  and  confblation. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

/^N  his  late  reje£lion,  Sir  Frederic  had 
immediately  repaired  to  the  houfe  at 
which  De  Lille  was  vißting,  to  confult  with 
him  on  the  befl:  means  of  vanquifhing  his 
daughter's  inflexjbility.  The  difappointed 
father,  who  had  juft  received  her  applica- 
tion  for  permifEon  to  return  with  him  to 
England,  at  firft  fuggefted  fchefnes  of  fe- 
verity ;  but  to  this  Sir  Frederic  would  by 
no  means  confent :  he  infilled  that  he  fhould 
have  recourfe  to  artifice  and  addrefs,  and 
rather  operate  on  her  generofity  than  her 
timidity.  It  was  then  agreed,  that  he  flioüld 
acquiefce  in  her  prefent  wiflies ;  but  that  in 
taking  her  to  England  he  fhould  commu» 
nicate  an  exaggerated  account  of  his  lofles  at 
play,  confeffing  he  was  under  the  ftrongefl: 
obligations  to  Sir  Frederic's  liberallty. 

"  And 
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*•  And  what  do  you  expeft  from  this 

plan  ?'*  a&ed  De  Lille. 

Every  thing,  if  jou  manage  wifely ; 

for  the  prefent,  however,  you  cannot  be 

'  too  prompt  in  conveying  her  from  Ire- 
"  land/' 

De  Lille  fubmitted  to  this  advice,  and 
they  travelled  together  towards  GreenhiU ; 
when  ftopping  at  Killarney  to  give  fome  Or- 
ders refpeöing  letters,  they  faw  entering 
the  inn  a  perfon  in  vfhom  they  eafily  recog- 
nifed  Altamont. 

At  this  un welcome  apparition  Sir  Frederic 
exclaimed,  "  We  are  betrayed ;  he  has  car- 
**  ried  on  a  clandeftine  correfpondence  with 
«  Cordelia/' 

«  In  that  cafe/'  faid  De  LHle,  «  fhe 
^*  would  not  have  wiflied  to  ieave  Green- 
«  hill." 

*'  You  are  miftaken ;  that  is  merely  a 
*•  feint  to  amufe  you,  whilft  fhe  concerts 
**  a  plan  for  the  elppement/* 

*'  My  dear  Sir  Frederic,  this  is  fo  extra- 
^^  Vagant,  fo  totally  unfuited  to  her  charac- 

"  ter, 
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**  ter,  I  will  pledge  myfelf  his  appeärance 
**  is  accidental." 

He  then  privately  applied  to  the  landlady, 
from  wbotn  he  learnt  tbat  Altamont  bad 
beep  for  feveral  weeks  in  the  habit  of  fre- 
quenting  her  houfe,  from  whence  he  was 
accuftomed  to  make  excurfions  in  the  moun- 

'  tains  of  Kerryi  He  was  juft  reiumed  from 
a  long  pilgrimage  to  Iveragh,  and  was  toileep 
at  the  inn  that  night,  but  on  the  next  mom-i 
tng  to  take  his  departure  to  explore  the  beau« 
des  of  the  lakes.  De  Lille  infifted  on  this 
drcumftance  as  a  proof  of  his  daughter'$ 
innocence.  Sir  Frederic's  fufpicions  were 
at  length  appeafed ;  and.asthey  proceeded 
to  Greenhill,  it' was  determined  that  no  time 

'  fhould  be  loft  in  tranfporting  Cordelia  to 
fome  fpot  where  fhe  would  be  in  no  danger 
of  meeting  with  Altamont. 

On  their  arrival  they  were  almofl:  equally 
alarmed  to  find  her  abfent,  and  both  were 
again  ready  to  impute  to  her  the  mofl  com- 
plicated  duplicity.  Luckily,  a  fervant,  whom 
ihe  had  pafied  in  her  lonely  walk»  was  en^ 

abled 
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abled  to  apprize  them  of  ,  her  moTements, 
and  by  bis  dire£tion  they  traced  her  to  the 
abbey,  where  her  ingenuous  fimplicity  al- 
moft  diffipated  Sir.Frederic*6  former  impref- 
fions.  He  concurred,  however,  ftronglj 
mth  De  Lille  in  conceiving  h  neceffiiry  U> 
remove  her  immediately  from  GreenhilL 
The  latier  having  lately  been  engaged  u  • 
fecond  in  an  aSair  of  honour,  was  to  allege 
the  neceffity  of  withdrawing  for  fome  timc 
to  France^  Cordelia  was  to  be  the  compar 
nion  of  bis  flight :  Sir  Frederic  was  to  jdn 
them  at  a  convenient  feafon,  when  either  ar* 
dfice  or  perfecution  was  to  extort  her  con» 
feot  to  their  unioo.  Had  De  Lille  trufted 
implicitly  to  bis  daughter's  integrity,  he 
would  have  revolted  from  fo  defperate  an 
^pedient ;  but,  duped  by  bis  own  ardfice, 
h^  was  incapable  of  generous  confidence, 
and  doubted  not  thac  CcrdeUa  would  (eize 
the  firfl  opportunity  to  elope  with  a  favoured 
Wer.  Sir  Frederic,  on  the  other  band, 
who  diArufted  all  mankind^  fcarcely  relie4 
even  on  I^e  Lille's  firiendifaip,  and  wühed  to 
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iovolve  him  in  fome  labyrinth  of  iniquity, 
which  fhould  render  their  interefts  infepa- 
rable. 

During  thefe  machinations,  Altamont^ 
who  had  feen  in  the  papers  an  account  of 
Vallancy's  mandage,  but  was  whoUy  un- 
fufpidous  of  bis  being  in  Ireland,  left  KU- 
*  lamey  to  proceed,  according  to  Haller's 
direäions,  to  bis  fequeftered  retreat. 

Since  bis  firfl:  arrival  in  tbe  country^be 
^d  not  feen  bis  venerable  f  riend,  wbo  bad 
been  ftationary  near  tbe  lakes,  wbilft  be 
himfelf  bad  vißted  the  feite  of  bis  fore- 
fätbers  by  Ballyfliannon,  and  penetrated  to 
tbe  remote  region  of  Iveragb. 

He  bad  taken  bis  departure  from  Killar- 
ney  at  an  early  bour,  and  witb  tbe  affift- 
ance  of  a  guide,  wbo  bad  been  previoufly 
fent  to  tbe  inn  for  the  occafion,  and  wbich 
was  fimply  an  experienced  dog,  bad  no  dif- 
ficulty  in  difcovering  the  entrance  to  the 
cottage,  which,  though  built  almoft  on  the 
water  edge,  was  completely  fcreened  from 
view  by  a  rampart  of  projefting  cliffs.     His 
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faitbfui  fcout,  who  belonged  to  the  cottage, 
eager  to  retum  home,  clambered  up  the 
rock,  and  ftruck  into  the  little  (helving  path 
vhich  Icd  to  this  retired  dwelling.  HaHer 
appeared  refling  on  arockbefore  theboufe; 
one  band  crofled  on  his  breaft,  the  otber 
fupporting  his  venerable  head«  His  eyes 
were  fixed  on  the  ground :  he  ralfed  tbem 
at  Altaniont's  approach :  they  were  glifteop 
ing  iK^ith  tears* 

"  You  are  welcome,  my  young  friend ; 
I  cannot  fay,  indeed»  with  joy,  for  of 
that  fenfation  I  am  no  longer  capable, 
but  with  fatisfadion  and  affe^on.  Since 
our  feparation,  I  have  parted  from  the 
only  being  to  whofe  mind  I  could  refer 
for  the  regifter  of  my  own  paft  recoUec« 
tions :  he  was  a  remnant  of  myfelf  r—  my 
coeval — the  für  vi  vor  of  my  youth.  Thefe 
are  the  lad  drops-  of  nature :  to-day,  I 
can  only  think  of  him ;  to-morrow,  we 
will  talk  of  other  things."  He  then  con- 
dufted  him  to  the  houfe,  the  entrance  to 
which  was  by  a  window,  reaching  from  top 

to 
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to  bottom,  which  in  warm  weather  was  left 
open,  a  lattice  being  let  down,  which  at 
once  exciuded  the  rain  and  admitted  the  air. 
There  were  two  rooms,  one  within  the 
other,  on  the  ground  floor,  and  as  many 
on  the  floor  above.  The  fumiture  was  ez- 
tremely  piain  and  fimple;  bot  Altamont 
was  furprifed  to  obferve  a  head  of  Chrift, 
by  Guido,  placed  by  one  of  Raphael's  Ma- 
donas«  Haller  then  put  into  his  bands  a 
letter  he  had  received  from  Woodville,  who 
from  the  deficiency  of  evidence  had  heen 
naceflarily  liberated,  and  had  embarked 
with  his  family  for  Canada,  where  a  fmall 
appointment  had  been  procured  him  by  the 
intereft  of  Vallancy.  In  this  affeding  letter 
he  took  an  everlafting  leave  of  England,  in 
which  he  could  no  longer  hope.  to  enjoy 
an  unblemiflied  reputation. 

**  He  who  has  been  arnugned  cannot  be 
**  cleared  without  a  public  trial,  and,  tili 
**  thus  abfolved  of  delinquency,  has  for- 
**  feited  all  pretenfionsto  the  confidence  of 
*'  his  countrymen.  Farewell,  then,  to  my 
•^  dear  native  country,  of  which  I  am  no 
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f^  longer  woithy  to  be  called  the  fon,  and 
<*  in  which  my  children  mufl:  be  difgraced 
**  b j  the  memojy  of  their  mifguided  ftither ! 
**  Farewell  to  you,  my  generous  benefaäor, 
'  **  with  whom,  at  a  happier  feafon,  l  (hould 
««  have  been  proud  to  hold  communion,  but 
<^  whom  I  could  not  now  meet  without  the 
<♦  anguiA  of  reproach !  .  Let  not  Altamont 
<<  fuppofe  I  can  ever  ceafe  to  cberilh  bis  re- 
<^  membrance,  though  I  fcarcely  regret 
^^  having  been  fpared  that  folenm  parting 
^*  which  is  to  prove  eternaL  Never  could 
«*  1  have  been  re*admitted  to  the  privileges 
**  of  his  friend&ip.  A  fufpeded  criminal  is 
^  no  aflbciate  for  upright  honourable  men ; 
^^  any  coalition  with  my  dUhonoured  name 
^^  would  fully  his  \Lnblemi(hed  repütadon« 
^^  I  am  a  weed  which  mufl  be  rooted  from 
^^  fociety  ;  I  have  been  a  brand '  plucked 
*^  from  the  Harnes,  and  am  now  moulder- 
**  ing  in  filertce  and  oblivion.  In  my  wife 
**  and  my  children  I  ftill  pöflefs  objeäis  of 
**  tender  endearment.  May  I  but  live  to 
*•  fecure  peace  to  the  one,  and  to  lay  the 

^^  foundation 
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*'  foundation  of  refpedability  for  the  other ! 

-  *^  May  I  but  guard  them  from  the  errors  on 

•*  which  I  was  wrecked !  May  I  but  pre- 
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**  ferve  them  from  that  too  fenfible  pore  of 
feeling,  that  reftlefs  imagination,  by  which 
Yny  priticiples  were  undermined,  my  rea« 
**  fon  perverted,  my  peace  and  integrity 
'^  deftroyed,  and  I  (hall  not  have  lived  in 
^^  vain !  I  (hall  perhaps  die  with  the  fweet 
^^  confolation  that  my  fons  are  making  a 
•*  happy  voyage,  though  their  father  was 
**  fetally  fliipwrecked !" 

Altamont  was  deeply  affeded  by  the  pe- 
rufal  of  this  letter ;  and  whilft  Haller  was 
engaged  in  looking  over  fome  papers  com- 
mitted  to  his  care  by  his  late  friend,  he  left 
the  cottage,  and  took  a  ramble,  exploring 
the  beauties  of  the  lake.  It  will  eafily  be 
divmed  to  what  point  his  fancy  was  attrafted 
by  this  delicious  landfcäpe  — the  thoughts 
of  Cordelia ;  no  other  objefk  was  wanting 
to  render  this  romantic  fpot  a  paradife. 
i^fter  having  gazed  long  on  the  majeftic 
fweep  of  mountains,  wbofe  deepening  (ha* 

dows 
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dows  were  refleded  on  the  fmooth-tranflu* 
Cent  lake,  he  was  fuddenly  attrafbed  by  a 
little  fylvan  path,  clofely  fenced  by  the  de- 
licate  afh  and  filvefy  birch,  whilft  the  crim« 
fon  blofibms  of  the  Arbutus  fpread  lux- 
uriantly  along  the  cliff.   He  turned  into  this 
umbrageous  path,  and  beheld,   inftead  of 
the  capacious  lake,  a  ferpentizing  ftream, 
a  river,  or  rather  a  rivulet,  flowing  under 
the  bafe  of  the  towering  diff,  and  forming 
between  its  wooded  banks  a  little  fheltered 
bay.     Altamont  paufed  with  delight  on  this 
fcene  of  feclufion,  when  fuddenly  he  heard 
a  ftrain  of  müfic,  which  fhould  feem  to  have 
been  wafted  thither  by  enchantment.     He 
liflened  in  delicious  amazement,  when  fud* 
denly  the  fweeps  of  the  meafured  oar  feil 
onhis  ear,  and  he  perceived,  as  fliooting  from 
the  woods,  an  elegant  bärge,  with  its  gaudy 
pennon  and  fprightly  Company,  foUowed  by 
a  fmaller  boat,  from  whence  iflued  founds  of 
delightful  rtiufic.    Altamont,  though  himfelf 
concealed,  had  a  diftind  view  of  the  party ; 
but  what  was  his  emotion  when  he  beheld 

firft 
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firil  his  friend  Vallancy»  and  theo,  feäted 
between  De  Lille  and  Sir  Frederic  Mow- 

§ 

bray,  his  Cordelia!  He  fcarcely  breathed 
or  moved  for  allonifliment,  and  anxioufly 
ftraiüed  his  iight  to  take  another  and  another 
glance.  But  the  firfl:  moment  of  joy  was 
crueliy  alloyed  by  jealoufyj  and  rufliing 
from  the  fpot)  he  haftened  back  to  the  cot. 
tage  to  impart  his  difcovery  to  Haller,  who 
gravely  anfwered,  "  It  is  true ;  I  find  they 
^^  have  been  fome  days  in  the  neighbour- 
«  hood  ?" 

**  And  is  Ihe  married,  or  engaged  ?"  cried 
Altaiiiont,     "  Not  married,  furely  ?" 

**  I  know  no  more  at  prefent,  but  fhall 
*'  hope  to  fee  her  to-morrow." 

**  To-morrow!"  echoed  Altamont,  whofe 
cye&  feenied  to  add,  "  and  why  not  to- 
**  day  ?*'  Haller  noticed  not  his  emotion ; 
he  was  writing  fomething  by  which  he 
feemed  deeply  affefted,  Altamont  turning 
away,  internally  exclaimed,  *'  He  was  right 
*^  when  he  faid  there  could  be  no  friend. 

'      "  fhip 
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^<  (hip  between  youth  and  age,  for  there  it 
*'  no  fympathy/' 

Though  no  longer  capable  of  relühing 

the^beauties  qf  nature,  he  continued  to 

\(rander  on  the  margin  of  the  lake*     A  vap 

riety  of  veiTels  was  exhibited  on  the  wacer ; 

many  of.  them  'were   deftined  for  Innif- 

fallen,  which  is  the  fairy  region  of  love 

and  pleafure.    The  ValUncys  were  to  dine 

in  the  grove  of  a(h  trees  which  fliade  the 

ruins  of  the  abbey ;  from  thence,  tili  the 

evening,    they  were  to   wander  in    little 

fociäl  groupes,  with  a  promife  of  re-aflem- 

bling  for  the  dance  in  the  ivy-covered  ora- 

tory  that  overtops  the  cUff.     Ignorant  of 

this     arrangement,     Altämont    repeatedly 

climbed  the  higheft  bank  of  the  peninfula, 

poring  through  his  pocket  telefcope,  with 

the  hope  of  defcrying  the  bärge  on  its  re* 

tum.     After  repeated  difappointments,  he 

began  to  relinquifli  expeftation,  but  he  ftill 

mechanically  hovered  near  the  fpot  from 

whence  he  had  fnatched  that  momentary 

glimpfe  of  Cordelia. 

It 
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It  W2^  now  bte  in  the  afcemooa,  and 
dark  voluiniiious  ihadows  were  falling  from 
the  mountains,  when  fuddeply  a  white  cloud 
appearing  in  the  horizon,  their  lofty  fuimnits 
•were  wrapt  in  a  mift  of  darkhefe ;  a  tre- 
mendotis  clap  of  thunderreverberated  from 
the  hollow  clifis,  the  waters  of  the  lake 
'  irere  agitated }   the  white  fpray  mounting 
over  the  flood»  which  prefented  the  mimic 
waves  and  billows  of  tbe  ocean*    Altamonr, 
who  had  fo  long  wÜhed  for  the  appearance 
of  the  bärge,  now  rejoiced  in  its  abfence ; 
{iill  he  looked  with  a  fort  of  uneafy  folici«. 
tude  towards  the  lake,  and  was  ftruck  with 
the  perilous  pofition  of  a  little  fkiff,  which 
contain^  but  tbree  perfons :  a  gentleman, 
a  lady,  and  the  rower,  who  had  imprudently 
diminifhed  the  labours  of  the  oar,  by  ex- 
tending  his  flimfy  laiL     Though  tofled  on 
the  flood,  the  boat  flill  feemed  capable  of 
preferving  its  balance,  tili  it  came  near  the 
one-arched  bridge  on  which  he  ftood ;  here 
the  current  becoming  ftronger,  the  gentle- 
w'^ik  tore  down  the  fail,  and  by  that  move- 
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malt  overfet  the  boat^  Altamont^  who  bad 
anticipated  its  fate,  and  confided  in  bis  flüli 
m  fwimming,  precipitated  himfelf  front  tbe 
pajrapet,  grafped  the  lady's  robe,  and  coo^ 
tinued  to  draw  her  towards  the  (bore.  He 
tt  leogth  bore  her  to  a  little  cave  into 
wbich  a  fifliärman  had  juft  pufhed  his  fktflf 
for  flielter;  he  defired  tbe  man  to  rov 
tQ  tbe  afliftance  of  the  other  fufferers, 
whiUl  he  fupported  bis  fenfeleis  charge  to^ 
ward$  tbe  cottage« 

Hitbarto  he  had  only  followed  the  didates 
of  bumanity.  Tbe  Iady*s  long  difbevelled 
trefles  were  fpread  over  her  face>  and  com- 
pletely  difguifed  her  features  ;  but  in  remor- 
mg  tbis  matted  veil,  he  difcovered,  almoft 
mcredu^oufly»  tbe  countenance  of  Cordelia. 
His  agitätion,  on  tbis  dücovery,  almoft  de- 
prived  bim  of  the  power  xo  make  any  efforrs 
for  her  aäiflance 4  happily,  however,  hen^t 
with  tbe  male  domeftic  of  the  cottage,  with 
V9hok  aiEftance  (he  was  foon  fheltered 
uzider  its  quiet  roof,  where  the  old  houfe- 

keeper, 


keeper^  under  Halier's  direäions,  purfued 
the  proper  means  for  her  recovery. 

She  had  been  thrown  mto  this  perilous 
ftate  by  the  imprudence  of  De  Lule,  who 
bad  perfuaded  her  to  fteal  with  him  from 
^e  party  at  Innis&Uea,  uuder  the  pretext 
of  proceeding  immediately  oa  their  in- 
tended  journey.  He  had  laid  fuch  ftrefs  on 
this  point,  that  (he  became  smxious  to  fulBl 
his  wiihes ;  and,  not  doubting  that  the  Vai- 
lancys  would  eafily  forgive  this  clandeiline 
movement,  iwhen  they  knew  by  what  mo* 
tive  it  was  didated,  ihe  eagerly  afiented  to 
his  propofal  of  engaging  a  little  boat^  which 
had  been  plying  round  the  ifland,  to  tranf- 
port  them  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  lake. 

llie  execution  of  the  plan  was  facilitat&i 
by  the  party  having  difperfed  in  variout 
groupes  through  the  ifland ;  and  De  Lille 
and  his  daughter  had  been  long  abfent 
before  they  were  niifled  by  any  of  the  Com- 
pany except  Sir  Frederic  Mowbray^  whofe 
duplicity  was  fufHciently  puniflied,  during 
the  ftorm,    by   the  tortures  of   fufpenfe. 

• 
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Unablö  to  fufFer  in  filence,  he  imparted 
his  fufpicions  of  De  Lille's  elopement ;  and 
as  foon  as  the  elements  were  cleared,  em- 
barked  in  the  fmaller  veffel,  m  purfuic  of 
the  deferters. 

On  arriving  •  at  Mucrufs»  he  found  De 
Lflie,  vho,  by  chnging  to  the  keel  of  the 
boat,  had  floated  towards  the  narrow 
Channel  communicating  wich  the  inner 
laHe,  where,  by  grafping  fome  branches 
of  birch  and  aiih,  he  had  gained  the  (höre 
in  fafety. 

'  The  boatman,'  whT)fe  fenfes  had  been 
previoüfly  dulled  by  Ubations  of  whiflcey, 
had  fwam  acrofs  the  lake;  but  no  traces 
were  difcovered  of  Cordelia.  De  Lille 
fancied  he  had  feen  a  perfon  leap  from 
the  bridge  to  her  aififtance;  but  the  iin- 
prefl>on  was  vague  and  unfatisfa£lory,  and 
he  fully  participated  with  his  coadjutor  in 
the  torments  of  fhame  and  fufpenfe,  of 
terror  and  remorfe. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

TT  was  long  before  Cordelia  gave  any 
figns  of  returning  animation ;  by  degrees 
ihe  begaa  to  have  a  moft  painful  confciouf- 
neis  of  exiftence :  every  objeä  fwam  before 
her }  fhe  fancied  ihe  was  in  a  cabin^  and 
opening  her  eyes,  lookei  around  for  the 
imaginary  waves.  A  cup  was  prefented  to 
her  Ups,  of  which  (hetafted,  and  then  funk 
into  a  heavy  flumben  On  awaking,  fhe 
obferved  a  venerable  form,  familiär  to  her 
eyes,  though  the  name  bad  efcaped  hev 
remembrance ;  fhe  was  again  lulled  afleep^ 
and  awoke  no  more  tili  the  moming,  wben 
fhe  was  fo  perfedly  recovered  as  to  have  a 
diftind  recolledion  of  wbat  had  befallen 
her ;  and  öbferving  an  old  woman  (itting 
on  a  chajr  by  her  bed-fide,  fhe  afked  for 
her  clothes,  and  became  extremely  importu- 
nate  to  leave  her  apartment.  The  houfe-» 
keeper,   who    being  Flemifh,   was  by  no 

03  means 
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means  familiär  wth  the  Englifh  language, 
inftantly  called  in  Haller,  who,  having 
quieted  her  apprehenfions  for  her  hther'n 
fafety,  promifed  to  gratifj  her'  curioiity, 
\trhen  ihe  ihould  join  him  at  breakfaft« 
Her  drenched  garments  had  been  dried  by 
the  houfekeeper's  care,  and  ihe  foon  de- 
fcended-to  the  parlour,  where  ihe  found 
only  Haller,  vfho  thus  addre0ed  her: 
^  From  your  aftoniibment  on  meetlng 
^^  me,  1  ihould  almoft  conclude  yoii  were 
V  Ignorant  of  my  having  been  in  ibk 
**  country,  yet  your  i^ther  met  me  die 
^*  other  ^v^ning  in  Mucrufs  Abbey.** 

^<  Goöd  heavens !  were  yon,  then,  the  fo- 
**  litary  moumer  ?  did  yoü  follow  the  re- 
**  clufe  to  the  grave  ?** 

*'  I  did,  Cordelia.  .  In  retuming  to  the 
cburch-yard  I  met  your  father,  and  an- 
nounced  my  iniention  of  feein?  you  in  a 
few  days.  In  reply  he  gave  me  an  in- 
"  formation,  at  which  I  was  fomewhat  fur- 
**  prized,  that  you  were  on  the  eve  öf 
•'  marriage  ;  I  prefume,  with  Sir  Frederic 
«  Mowbray/' 

«  Impoffible! 
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''  Impoflible !  could  my  fiather  iay  fo  ? 
^^  impoÜible !  His  iiews,  then,  was  prema* 
*'  ture  >  he  deceived  you,  Sir/* 

**  You,  perhaps,  deceive  yourfelf ;  you 
^  may  not  know  how  much  your  affedions 
*•  are  engaged.'* 

*^  Tes,  yes,  I  know,  I  feel  I  fliall  never 
•*  be  the  wife  of  Sir  Frederiq  Mowbray/' 

*^  Well,  well,  let  us  drop  the  fabject. 
**  When  did  you  fee  Altamont  ?** 

^  It  is  long,  indeed." 

•*  "When  did  you  hear  of  him  ?" 

^^  That,  too,  is  long.  He  is  dead  to  us 
*^  all  V  b^  h^  renounced  our  friendfhip. 

^^  Have  you  then  heard  nothing  of  him  f 

^^  Nothing,  but  that  he  correfponded 
^^  with  one  Mrs.  WoodvUle.  I  know  not 
*'  who  ihe  \&r 

*^  I  do ;  that  correfpondence  does  him 
*•  honour." 

"  *Twas  all  calumny,  then,'*  exclaimed 
ihe,  half  rifing  from  her  feat ;  **  my  heart 
^^  told  me  he  was  incapable  of  bafenefs." 

^^  I  will  confide  to  you  one  fecret  refpeä* 
^^  lüg  him,  Cordelia«    He  has  juft  won  my 

04  '^  elext^oL 


9f 


2g6  YALSINORfi. 

"  etemal  gratitude,    by  preferving   your 
•^  life/'    ^ 

Was  it  he  ?  Thea  my  life  fhall  ever  be 

precbus  for  bis  fake/* 

Ha%  Altamont,'  who  had  been  purpofely 
placed  within  the  inner  room,  rufliing  from. 
conceabnent,  threw  bimfelf  before  Cor- 
delia,  \vho  fhrieked  ^ith  furprize ;  and, 
leaoing  back  on  Haller,  concealed»  under 
the  äir  of  terror,  her  excefs  of  joy  and  ten- 
dernefs.  "  Compofe  yourfelf,  my  child,'* 
cried  Haller,  "  and  I  will  foon  remove  your 
•*  perplexity/^ 

After  fome  time  pafled  !n  mutual  expref- 
fions  of  delighty  from  the  pleafure  of  an  in- 
tercourfe  fo  painfully  regretted,  and  fo  un- 
«tpeäedly  renewed,  Cordelia  calied  upon 
Haller  for  the  promifed  explanation. 

"  You  remember/'  faid  the  venerable 
fage,  "  I  left  in  your  hands  the  manufcript 
"  of  Cornelius  ;  and  I  doubtJiot  you  have 

both  grieved  for  his  many  forrows.     The 

manufcript  puc  into  my  hands  by  Alta- 
•'  mont,  was  merely  a  manual  of  monäftic 
««  devoiion ;  that  which  I  left  with  you,  as 

"its 
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*•  its  fubftitute,  contained  my  own  hiftoiy. 
**  I  was  once  that  Cornelius.-  Your  fcither, 
'*  Altamont,  was  my  kinfman,  I,  too,  wa^ 
*•  that  Valfinore,  who  endeavoüred  to  rqxiir, 
*•  by*prefent  kindnefs,  former  injuftice." 
Exclamations  of  wonder  burft  from  bis 

« 

auditors ;  and  both  enqdhred,  at  the  lame 
monient^'Who  then  was  the  Valfinore  wha 
Kved  here  fo  lately. 

"  That  you  öiall  foon  hear.  The  name 
of  Valfinore  had  often  been  afTumed  by 
my  friend  Albert  in  hjf  youth  }  and  it 
"  was,  perhaps,  from  forhe  alTociation  with 
**  his  memory,  that  I  was  induced  to  annex 
'**  that  fignature  to  the  letter  I  left  with 
•*  your  widowed  mother.  I  had  previoufly 
**  borne  a  French  name ;  on  my  return  to 
«*  Germany  I  exchanged  it  for  Halter,  by 
"  which  l  have  ever  fince  been  known. 
Oh  my  firft  arrival  in  Europe  l  had  re- 
folved  not  to  make  any  enquiries  refpeft* 
ing  my  own  or  Sufimna's  fanfiily,  left  I 
*^  fhould  relapfe  inta  that  dreadful  ftate 
*•  from  which  I  had  been  fo  lately  reftored. 

*      o  5  *'  Many 
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f  *■  Many  years  had  elipfed ;  znd  l  was,  in 
I  •*  maay  refpeds,  become  a  new  being, 
I  **  wheo  I  accidentally  heard  of  Albert's 
'  domelllc  misfortunes  ;  his  wife  had  proved 
"  unfaitbful;  his  daughter  had  eloped  wiih 
•*  an  adventurer;  he  had  renounced  his 
•*  country,  and,  having  lodged  hisproperty 
**  in  che  Hamburgh  bank,  lived  in  loial 
**  feclufion  from  the  world.  3y  his  annual 
**  decnands  on  this  bank  I  afcertained  his 
*'  exiflence,  without  being  able  to  difcover 
•*  bis  retreat.  Ii  was  from  Baron  Rou- 
"  vigny  I  firft  leamt  that  he  had  a  grand- 
"  daughter,  not  unworthyto  Claim  affiniiy 
"  with  my  Sufanna.  To  fee  you,  there- 
*'  fore,  Cordelia,  was  one  of  my  motives 
**  for  vifiting  England  j  and  my  fole  in- 
"  ducement  for  cultivaling  your  father's 
*'  acquaintance.  From  your  account  of 
"  the  monkilh  manufcript,  I  conjeftured 
**  that  Albert  might  have  been  the  perfon 
•*  who  had  affumed  the  name  of  Valfmore; 
'*  and  (hat,  inftead  of  having  perilhed  in  the 
I  '•  Avaianche, 
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**  Atalanche^  he  had  feleäed  fome  other 
^  place  of  retirement. 

^^  Purfuing  this  hint  on  my  return  to 
^  Germany,  I  leamt»  from  my  banker,  that 
^^  Sir  John  Mordaunt  was  certainly  living 
**  in  Irelaad>  but  by  what  name  Was  un- 
V  known.  I  foon  after  learnt  of  a  redufe 
*^  near  Killamey»  whofe  unfocial  habits  cor- 
^*.  refponded  with  the  accoimt  I  had  re^ 
^^  ceived  of  Albert. '  It  was  to  purfue  this 
**  hint  that  I  arrivied  in  this  romantic 
coimtry.  I  had  in  my  poiTeflion  a  ihort^ 
hand  copy  of  the  hiftory  I  had  Uk  at 
*^  Beachdale,  written  in  the  charaäer  I 
*^  had  been  accuftomed  to  employ  with 
•*  Albert  in  my  youth.  I  conneded  it  with 
^*  the  monkifli  .manufcript  I  had  received 
from  Altai|;nont,  and  prepäred  to  explore 
his  lonely  dwelling*  I^appily,  howeverj 
on  the  facne  day  I  went  to  the  church 
at  Mucrufs,  where  it  was  whifpered  that 
the  dränge  man  was  come  td  perform 
his  devotions.  I  fcept  my  eyes  fixed  on 
ihis  objed^  but  though  I  had  before 

06  ••  tried 
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■  tried  to  imaginc  all  the  alteratlons  which 
[  "  time  might  havc  produced,  l  was  fhocked 
'  to  find  myfelf  unable  to  difcern  one 
'  veflige  of  Albert's  countenance.  After 
I  •*  the  fervicel  foliowed  his  fteps,  and  took 
•'  the  opportunity,  whilll  he  was  diftributing 
'  alins  to  fome  poor  children,  to  afk  if  he 
•  coiild  direct  me  whcre  to  find  a  perfon 
'  of  the  nanic  of  Valfmore.  He  hefitatcd 
'  at  the  qucftinn,  but  at  lengih  afked  my 
'  bufiitcfs ;  I  ftated,  ihat  I  had  certain 
'  papers  to  furrender  to  his  pofTtl&on'  He 
'  looked  perplexed,  and  yet  invited  me  to 
'  atiend  him  home. 

"  In  the  way  we  converfed  on'various 
'  fubjcäs,  bin  his  obfervations  were  atways 
'  tingt'd  with  mifanthropy.  When  he 
'  heai'd  that  I  was  a  folitary,  unconnected 
=  ftninger,  he  regardcd  nie  with  more 
'  complacency.  When  I  accidentally 
'  menncnsd  my  birih-day,  which  was 
'  wilhln  three  days  of  his  own,  he  ex- 
'  claimed,  '  Then  we  came  inro  the  world 
'  nearly  at  the  fame  moment.'  Obferving 
5  *•  the 
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*^  the  fatisfadlon  he  derived  from  this  paf- 
five  fympathy,  I  intimated  that  I  had 
known  many  heavy  calamities,  but  was 
**  reftored  to  tranquillity ; '  he  fliook  bis 
**  head,  and  coldly  anfwered,  there  were 
*'  fome  WQunds  never  to  be  healed.  When 
**  we  reached  his  cottage,  he  invited  me  in 

•  *'  homely  language  to  take  refrefhments, 
** -I  was  again  alarmed  by  the  idea  thatit 
<*  cpuld  not  be  Albert,  who  had_  been 
**  always  remarkable  for  elegance  and  cour- 
**  tefy.  Not  to  oÖend,  however,  I  ac- 
"  cepted  his  offer;  and,  at  parting,  had*  an 
*'  invitation  to  repeat  my  vifit.  I  returned 
*^  on  the  next  day,  and  for  many  fucceed- 

^*-  ing  ones,  and  thus  made  with  him,  by 
"  degrees,  a  new  acquaintance :  at  length, 
"  fpeaking  of  Switzerland,  I  mentioned  the 
"  manufcript  in  my  poffeffion,  as  belonging 
"  to  a  perfon  of  his  Jiame ;  and  put  into 
*'  his  hands,  with  the  monkifli  manual,  the 
**  hiftory  of  my  own  adventures.  He  fixed 
'*  his  eyes  on  the  latter,  exclainiing,  *  I 
*'  fliould  know  this  charaäer,  1  have  Hill 

**  the 
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I  **  tbe  key.'     He  unlocked  a  cabiiiet,  from 

'  •*  which  ]}e  drew  out  a  folio,  wiih  the  help 

F  •*  of  wlaich  he  began  reading  my  manu- 

1'**  fcript.     I  ftole  out  of  the  rooni  unper- 

:   •*  ceived,  furprized  at  my  own  ftrong  emo- 

**  tions:  it  feemed  almoll  beyond  my  faith 

I  **  to  conceive  the  poflibility  of  having  met 

fc-**  with  one  fo  nearly  related  to  Sul'anna. 

[  •*  At  lengih  I  arofe,  and  returning  to  ihe 

I  **  loom,  beheld  him,  wiih  his  eyes  füll  of 

l  *•  tears,  alternalely  looking  at   the  manu- 

I«  fcript   and  a  minlature   he  held  io  bis 

*'  band.     On  fceing  me  he  ftarted,  and,  in 

"  a  tone  of  difpleafure,  faid,  *  And  pray, 

*'  Sir,  who   are  yoii  i'   At  that  moment  he 

"  hitd  dropt  the  miiiiature,  which  1  batlüy 

*'  picked  up,  and  beheld  a  pifture  of  my 

"  wife,  laken  in  early  Hfe.     I  could  not 

*'  now  anfwer  his  queftion,  I  could  only 

"  anicuiate  Sufanna  ;  by  that  name  was 

**  our  n;goc;aiion  niade}  and  we  feemed 

*  mutually  reftored  to  che  affedtions  of  our 

'*  youth." 

Her« 
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Here  Haller  paufed,  but  checking  his 
emotion,  proceeded  :    ^^  To  be  brief,  I  dif- 

covered  that  he  had  long  wifhed  for  this 

meeting ;  we  determined  not  to  feparate; 
••  we  even  ventured  to  form  a  plan  for  fu- 
**  turity  ;  you  know.liow  fuddenly  this  has 
«*  been  reverfed.  Previous  to  his  death,  he 
**  had  made  a  new  will* 

**  But  here,  Cordelia,  I  muft  frankly 
*^  confefs,  that  I  have  failed  to  obviate  his 
*^  fcrüples  refpeding  his  vow :  he  has  left 
**  his  whole  property  to  another ;  on  one 
^^  condition,  however,  that  .you  fhould 
**  marry  hisheir/*  Cordelia  ftarted.  Alta- 
roont  threw  an  anxious .  glance  on  Haller, 
whö  continued  :  ^*  And  I  confefs,  I  traft 
<«  you  will  not  refufe  to  ratify  this  compad/^ 
Cordelia  had  raifed  her  eyes  in  wonder : 
but  they  were  caft  down  in  tender  confu- 
jßon.  When  he  added,  "  For  ypur  love  is 
**  due  to  him,  ^bo  has  preferved  your 
**  life/' 

Here  Altamont  protefted,  that  he  would 
not  ufurp  Cordelia's  rights.     But  fhe  re. 

Govering 
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I    eovering  froni  her  firft  amazementj  declartd, 

I    it  was  an  aft  of  juflice.     Haller,  delighted 

I    with  iheir  contelt,  joining  their  hands,  ex- 

w  claimed,  "  My  chüdren,  your  hearts  have 

W   "  ratified    the  conipa-fl ;     and   let   the   lafl 

I   *'  wiflics  of  ihe  di-ad  be  facred." 

I        Conlelia  madea  gentle  effbrt  to  whhdraw 

liherhand:  but  it  was- obftinately  rcfifled; 

W  and  flie  tacitly  acquiefced  in  ihe  fenience. 

I   Bli:  when  Halier  was  leaving  the  rooin,  no 

I  longer  able  to  reflrain   the  füelings  recalled 

mby  memory,     ihe  cafl  on    him    a  wißful 

glance,  as  if  (he  wnuld  have  deprecaied  his 

defertion.      At  that    moment    iher  latticcd 

door  was   puflied  open,    and  Sir  Frederic 

Mowbray  ru/hed  inro  theroom,  exciaiming, 

"  You  fhall  kill  me  firft."     Terrified  for 

Altamont,  Ihe  thrcw  herfelf  before  him,  as 

if  to    iniplore  -  the    Baronet    to    withdraw. 

When  frantic  with  rage,    he  difcharged  his 

pifiol,  and   (he    feil   back   fenfelefs   on   the 

Couch,  fupported  by  Ahamont.  "  What  have 

"  I  done !"  cried  Sir  Frederic ;  "  take  my 

'*  hie  !  I  am  a  villuin  ! "    At  that  moment  the 
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venerable  Haller,  iflfuing  from  the  other 
apartment,  arrefted  his  hand,which  was  now 
raifed  againft  his  own  exiftence — **  Unhap- 
"  py  man,  what  frenzy  is  ihis  ?*'  Luckily  De 
Lille  and  Vallancy,  who  had  both  watched 
bis  fteps^  now  entered  the  apartment,  and 
forced  him  from  the  fcene,  on  which  he  had 
committed  fuch  atrocious  violence.  He  had 
been  prompted  to  this  defperation,  by 
hearing  from  the  fi(hermen,  who  had 
affifted  Akamont  ip  carrying  Cordelia  ta  the 
cottage,  that  flie  had  been  preferved  by  a 
yoikng  man,  whom^  he  inftantly  divined  to 
be  his  rivaL  At  this  news  he  fnatched  up 
his  piftols  —  was  rowed  acrofs  —  clambered 
up  the  bank,  and  ftole  to  the  latticed  door, 
where  he  heard  enough  of  Haller's  relation  - 
to  be  fatisfied  that  he  had  nothing  to.  hope 
for.  Poffeffed  with  fury,  and  refolving 
that  Altamont  fhould  fight  for  h<?r,  he 
ruflied  into  the  apartment.  ITie  fudden 
impulfe  of  tendemefs  betrayed  by  Cordelia, 
inflamed  his  rage ;  he  was  .  no  longer  a  ' 
rational  being;  and  tili  he  faw  her  fall,  ap- 

parently 
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covering  froin  her  firfi  amazemetit,  decbred, 
it  was  an  aSt  of  juflice.  Hallerj  delighted 
with  iheir  conteft,  joining  their  hands,  ex- 
clainied,  "  My  children,  your  hearis  have 
"  ratified  the  compaifl ;  and  let  ihe  laft 
"  wifhfs  of  ihe  dead  be  facred." 

CordcHa  niade  a  genile  effbri  to  wuhdraw 
her  hand ;  but  it  vas*  obftinarely  refirtedj 
and  flie  tacilly  acquiefced  in  ihe  fentetice. 
Bu;  when  Haller  was  leaving  the  room,  no 
longer  ablc  ta  reftrain  the  iuelings  recalled 
by  memory,  fhe  cafl  on  him  a  wiftful 
glance,  as  if  (he  wouid  have  deprecated  his 
defertion.  At  that  moment  ther  latticed 
door  was  pufhed  open,  and  Sir  Frederic 
Mowbray  ruflied  into  the  room,  exciaiming, 
*'  You  fliait  kill  me  firft."  Terrified  for 
Altamont,  flia  thrcw  herfelf  before  him,  as 
if  to  iiiiplore  -  the  Baronet  to  withdraw. 
When  frantic  with  rage,  he  difcharged  his 
piftol,  and  (he  fei!  back  fenfclefs  on  the 
couch,  fupporied  by  Aliamont.  "  What  have 
"  I  done!"  cried  Sir  Frederic;  '*  take  my 
'*  iife !  I  am  a  viilain  !"  At  that  moment  the 
vene- 
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•*  committed  murden"  In  a  fhort  time, 
however,  it  appeared,  tfcat  the  medical  affill- 
ance  procured  by  De  Lille  was  not  un- 
neceflary.     The  agitation  of '  her  fpirits  had 

.  completely  difordered  her  frame ;  and  in  a 
few  hours^  fhe  was  in  a  high  fever,  wbich 

'  for  fome  days  menaced  her  exiftence.  Durin|^ 
this  anxious  interval.  De  Lille  and  Vallancy 
prevailed  on  Sir  Frederic  to  withdraw  to 
France ;  and  in  bis  cooler  pioments^  he  was 
not  eqoally  eager  to  paitt  from  exiftence. 

*He  confented  to  travel,  and  thus  efcaped 
the  pain  of  hearing  of  Cordeiia's  union  with 
another.    Cordelia  was  removed  as  foon  as 

.poifible  to  Greenhill»  where  Mrs.  Vallancy, 
perfeäly  apprized  of  ^the  obliquity  of  Sir 
Frederic's  conduä:,  heartily  felicitated  her 
friend  on  her  firmnefs,  and  gave  a  moft 
friendly  reception  to  Altamont ;  who  was 
cprdially  reconciled  to  her  hu(band.  De 
Lille,  afhamed  of  his  latq  artific^,  no  fooner 
faw  his  daughter  reflored  to  health,  than  he 
quitted  Ireland,  went  abroad,  vifited  Ger« 
fliany,  and  having  at  length  obtained  lÜe 

title 
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[,dile  of  Baron  from  the  Emperor,  finaüjr 
letiled  in  thac  country. 

Altamont,  ai  the  fuggeftion  of  Haller, 
purchafed  the  family-eftaces,  and  the  ft-at 
of  his  faiher  on  the  banks  of  ihe  Shannon. 
Halier  himfclf  confented  lo  occupy  an 
apartment  in  this  manfion.  On  tht;  3ay 
that  Cordelia  became  its  miftrefs,  her  vene- 
rable  uncle  faid  to  Altamont,  "  I  (ruft  you 
**  will  prove  yourfelf  worihy  of  your  happi- 
"  nefs.  You  once  wiflied  yourfelf  a  Roman: 
"  believe  me  ihe  Briton  püfleiTes  a  much  no- 
*'  blername.  You  oncc  repined  at  findingfo 
*'  Ihtle  fcope  for  entjiufiafm  ;  be  affured  the 
"  2g^  y^"  ''"'^  '"j  ^'"  command  the  reve- 
"  rence  of  pofterity.  l  have  lived  long 
"  enough  to  meafure  the  progrefs  of  im- 
"  provement.  Had  the  fame  liberal  fpirit 
**  prevailed  in  my  youth,  I  had  never  been 
*'  an  alien  from  my  native  country  j  had 
"  the  fame  eflablifliinenc  for  educaiion  then 
"  fxifted,  I  had  never  imbibed  ihe  prcju' 
*'  dices  which  proved  fo  fatal  to  my  tran- 
"  quillity.  If  you  would  bc  a  Iruepatriot. 
"  you 
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^  you  tnuft  be  a  philanthropift.  In  diffu- 
'  fing  knowledge  and  benevolence;  in  pro- 
^  moting  habits  of  adivity  and  virtue ;  in 
^  giving  leflbns  of  morality,  and  examples 
^  of  happinefs,  you  will  zf  once  exalc  the 
*  honour  of  your  own  country,  and  the 
'  dignity  of  the  human  race.  You  will 
^  equally  eftablifii  your  claims  to  the  cha- 
^  ader  of  a  Brilon,  and  a  friend  to  the  bell 
^  interefts  of  mankind. 


From  the  period  of  bis  marriage,  Alta- 
mont,  dümiifing  thofe  reveries  of  fancy,  in 
which  he  had  wafted  lo  many  precious  years 
of  youih,  became  a  zealous  advocate  for 
ufeful  purfuitSy  and  both  in  public  and  pri« 
vate  life,  difcharged  bis  duties  to  the  Com- 
munity. His  refidence  was  fixed  in  Ireland  ; 
for  in  reclaiming  the  honours  of  hb  houfe^ 
he  did  not  defert  the  father-land  to  which 
he  owed  them.  His  winters  were  fpent  in 
Dublin,  but,  in  the  fummer,  his  houfe  was 
the  feat  of  hofpitality«  Neither  his  mother 
nor  Mr.  Bruce  could  be  perfuaded  to  leave 

Switzerland, 
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[  Switzerland  ;  but  Mrs.  Winifred,  wiih  her 
[  iavourite  AJeck,  found  a  happy  af^lum  near 
l  4he  grateful  Akamont  ;  Celia  Gladwiii  be- 
1  came  his  conftant  gueft,  and,  in  the  coiitem- 
I  plaiion  of  real  happinels,  almoft  forgot  ihe 
[  dreams  of  fancy. 

Haller  transferred  his  fund  of  charity  to 

,    Iiis  native  country,  eflablifliing  fchools,  Jm- 

r  proving  agriculture,  promoting  ihe  befl:  mte- 

f  refts  of  the  Community.  He  lived  to  witnefs 

I  the  affembling  of  two  families,  in  ihe  children 

Pof  Vallancy  and  Altamont ;  and  to  welcome 

Woodviile's  fons,  who,  at  his  fuggeftion, 

were  fem  to  Europe  for  edocation.     On 

fuch  occafions,  Halter  was  reftored  to  the 

fenfibilities  of  youth  ;  he  examined  the  coun- 

tenances  of  the  children,  and  gave  to  each 

a  paternai  benedi£tio:i — "  Oh  !    happy  be- 

"  ings,"  cried  he,  "  to  have  been  bofn  in 

"  an  age  like  this  j  your  minds  will  never 

"  imbibe  the  errors  which  embittercd  my 

"  Kfe.     May  they  difcharge  their  debt  of 

'*  patriotifm  and  humanity !     As  long  as 

"  there  (hall  esift  one  prejudice  founded  on 

**  felfiCh  feelings,  to  narrow  the  (phere  of 

*'  ufefulneit- 
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**  ufefulnefs  and  felicity,  to  check  the  courfe 
^*  of  piety  and  benevolence,  mänkind  are 
*'  not  truly  civilized,  and  the  chriftian  is 
**  difappointed,  whilft  the  philofopher  is 
**  unfatisfied." 

In  the  beloved  land  of  his  fathers,  en- 
fhrined  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  had  known, 
or  who  have  heard  of  the  excelfence  of  this 
difciple  of  virtue  and  philanthropy,  the 
mortui  remains  of  the  venerable  Haller 
now  peacefully  re(L  A  fimple  ffione,  with 
the  following  infcription,  älone  attefts  the 
place : 

Bleft  be  this  fpot  where  Haller  lies ; 

No  cloifter'd  walls  to  guard  his  tomb  ; 
*Ti8  open  to  the  changeful  fkies. 

And  deck'd  with  Nature's  gayeft  bloom« 
On  this  dear  (hrine  no  tapers  burn, 

But  fun  and  dar«  their  radiance  (hed ; 
And,  fwceter  than  the  incenPd  um, 

A  fnow-white  fhroud  the  hllies  fpread ; 
The  lark,  too  innocent  to  mourn, 

Chaunts  his  bUthe  matin  to  the  dead. 

Bleft  be  this  fpot — 'twas  here,  that  laft 
He  watch'd  the  flow-departing  fun ; 

A  tender  wiftful  glance  he  caft, 

As  though  he  dcemed  his  race  was  ruft. 

That 
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That  crCf  as  in  the  focial  hall 

He  tooky  'mid  friends»  bis  ^cuilom'd  plice» 
His  foul  to  each  o'erflow'd— on  all 

He  (mtl'd  with  venerable  grace  : 
He  fcemM  to  feel  the  whifper'd  call. 

And  Hope  fhone  radiant  on  hig  face. 

That  night,  when  all  unheard»  unfeen, 
His  filial  pray'r  to  Heaven  had  fped, 

(Clafp'd  were  his  hands,  devout  his  mien) 
■  'Twas  then  the  ifnmortal  fpirit  fled. 

None  heard  his  lad»  his  murmur'd  (ighs, 
If  fuch  his  parting  fpirit  hreath'd» 

The  joy  of  heav'n  was  in  thofe  eyes, 

That  peace  and  love  to  earth  bequeath'd. 

So  fweetly  was  life's  farewell  made, 

His  debt  to  man  and  nature  paid. 


THE   IND. 


Stnhan  and  Prefton," 
Priniers-Street,  Londan. 


